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La tesi è per me come un viaggio, un viaggio alla scoperta di qualcosa 
che tanto attira la nostra attenzione ma anche un viaggio in sé stessi 
e alla scoperta di sé stessi. Il mio viaggio sulla tintura naturale è 
appena agli inizi, la curiosità e la passione sono nati circa quattro anni 
fa mentre scrivevo la tesi triennale sull'artigianato sardo. Mi sono 
imbattuta nella tessitura ed ho scoperto qualcosa alla quale non 
avevo mai prestato particolare importanza, la tintura naturale, 
scoprendo che sino al secolo scorso nella mia terra si tingeva con ciò 
che la natura offriva, questo ha attirato tantissimo la mia attenzione. 
Così, proseguendo il percorso di studi in fashion design, ho provato le 
prime tinture su tessuto in casa, ed ho iniziato a sviluppare, assieme, 
un grande amore per tutto ciò che è naturale e un grande astio nei 
confronti di tutto ciò che è chimico o sintetico. All'inizio pensavo di 
essere solo una piccola nostalgica dei tempi andati, invece 
fermandomi a riflettere ho capito che la necessità di riavvicinarsi alla 
natura e a pratiche naturali è una cosa più che attuale. L'ambiente 
non regge più il sovraccarico e l'industria tessile dell'abbigliamento è 
una di quelle che inquina di più al mondo, dove si producono rifiuti 
tossici e dove c'è un grandissimo sfruttamento del lavoro soprattutto 
in paesi sottosviluppati. È tristissimo vedere come l'abito e 
l'indumento, nella cultura di massa, si siano completamente svuotati 
di tutto il loro significato simbolico e antropologico piegandosi alle 
leggi di un mercato improntato al consumismo. È triste anche sapere 
che 1129 operai perdano la vita in Bangladesh, schiacciati dal crollo 
della fabbrica tessile dove lavoravano per confezionare i vestiti alla 
moda per gli occidentali che nemmeno si curano di sapere dove e 
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come siano prodotti i propri abiti. L'emergenza esiste ed è reale, per 
questo c'è bisogno di una maggiore sensibilità e di fare informazione. 
La moda deve diventare più sostenibile, a livello ambientale e umano. 
La mia breve tesi si divide in quattro capitoli, il primo parla delle fibre 
naturali. È sconcertante sapere dell'enorme impatto ambientale che 
ha un tessuto naturale come il cotone. Per questo, oltre all'analisi 
della fibra e delle fasi di lavorazione che subisce, ho ritenuto 
opportuno inserire anche l'impatto ambientale che queste fibre, 
seppur naturali hanno. Dallo studio sulla sostenibilità delle fibre ho 
capito che i vincitori assoluti sono il lino e la canapa ché necessitano 
di poca acqua e sono delle fibre ottime a livello prestazionale. Ho 
appreso che le lane pregiate che vediamo magari sfilare in passerella 
provengono tutte dall'altra parte del mondo e che la lana italiana che 
è tanta, merita di essere più valorizzata o per lo meno utilizzata. Ha 
ragione mio padre a dire che costa più smaltirla poiché il tornaconto 
che se ne ha vendendola è veramente irrisorio, e mio padre con le 
pecore ci lavora. Però durante questo viaggio che è la tesi ho avuto 
anche il piacere di incontrare persone come Pasquale e Claudio 
dell'Associazione della Pecora Brianzola che per le loro pecore si 
danno da fare, le hanno salvate dall'estinzione e ne utilizzano la lana, 
seppur grossa e grezza, per farne bellissimi filati, maglioni ed un bel 
panno di lana, è stato bello toccare con mano la loro passione e 
accarezzare le loro pecore, ché rispetto a quelle che sono abituata a 
vedere io sono un po' diverse. Il viaggio della mia tesi mi ha portato 
anche a Villa D'Almé, in provincia di Bergamo, per vedere gli 
stabilimenti del Linificio e Canapificio Nazionale, dove ho potuto 
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apprezzare una grande gentilezza ed un ottimo lavoro. In ogni caso 
tutti questi aspetti legati ai tessuti naturali verranno ripresi nel primo 
capitolo. Naturalmente i tessuti naturali vengono trattati anche 
perché sono gli unici ricettori della tintura naturale, che infatti non si 
fissa sui tessuti man-made, anche se per fissarsi sui supporti naturali 
necessitano delle sostanze che sono i mordenti, questo sarà 
argomento del secondo capitolo. Dopodiché il terzo capitolo 
proseguirà con un esplosione di colori e di piante. Verrà fatta 
un'introduzione storica per capire l'intenso legame che la tintura 
naturale ha avuto con l'uomo sin dai primordi, un legame alchemico, 
talvolta misterioso, talvolta elitario e segreto. Un legame anche 
simbolico, infatti come prima accennavo, con l'ingresso della tintura 
sintetica, del colore veloce, l'uomo ha completamente dimenticato 
tutta l'affascinante simbologia millenaria che stava dietro ciascun 
colore, ottenuto da una determinata pianta. È una questione di 
conoscenza, di alchimia, di chimica, di amore per la natura, per la 
pianta, per il tessuto. Penso sia molto più gratificante tingere di giallo 
andando a raccogliere dei fiori selvatici piuttosto che svuotando una 
bustina tossica in un recipiente d'acqua calda. Senza contare 
l'aspetto legato alla salute, i colori e i tessuti di sintesi talvolta sono 
cause di brutte dermatiti o comunque non sono in linea e in armonia 
con il nostro corpo. Per cercare delle conferme su questo e visto che, 
come già detto, la tesi è per me un viaggio, ho deciso di fare un po' di 
chilometri per incontrare persone che nel campo del naturale ci 
hanno imbastito il proprio lavoro o addirittura la propria vita. Questo 
è il quarto ed ultimo capitolo dove incontro e intervisto tre 
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personaggi diversissimi. Inizio con Maurizio Savoldo de La Robbia, un 
piccolo laboratorio in un piccolo paese in provincia di Nuoro, lui 
botanico, ha deciso di fondare la sua attività sulla tintura naturale, e 
lo fa molto bene, la chiacchierata con lui è stata molto costruttiva e 
piacevole. Dopo aver intervistato Maurizio sono scesa alla volta di 
Sant'Antioco per conoscere la famosa sacerdotessa del bisso, un 
desiderio che covavo già da parecchio tempo, ed è stato bellissimo 
stare nella sua stanza e parlare con lei di tantissime cose senza 
nessuna costrizione tematica, partire dalla tintura naturale per 
arrivare al mitologico bisso sino alla figura quasi estinta del vero 
Maestro, tutto questo assieme alla fantastica aria familiare e di 
libertà che si respira in quella stanza. Perché Chiara è veramente una 
persona libera, libera da ogni logica di mercato e libera da qualsiasi 
condizionamento, è l'indipendenza. L'ultima intervista l'ho fatta ad 
un mio compaesano che vive ed opera in Francia, arrivato a fare arte 
quasi per caso, un amante appassionatissimo del lino, ancor meglio 
se antico. 

Insomma, il lavoro per una moda migliore e più sostenibile è ancora 
molto lungo ma speriamo di poter essere una goccia d'acqua pulita in 
un mare di rifiuti. 
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I. LE FIBRE NATURALI E VALUTAZIONE DELL'IMPATTO AMBIENTALE 


I supporti prediletti e sui quali i colori naturali si fissano più volentieri 
sono anch'essi di origine naturale: sono le fibre naturali. Queste 
ultime si dividono in due grosse famiglie e sono le fibre tessili di 
origine animale e le fibre tessili di origine vegetale. In questo primo 
capitolo verrà illustrata in maniera generale l'origine di queste fibre e 
qualora fosse necessario l'impatto ambientale che queste fibre 
hanno. 


1.1. LE FIBRE TESSILI ANIMALI 

Le fibre tessili animali si dividono in fibre da bulbo pilifero che 
derivano dal vello o pelo degli animali da tosa, la lana e in fibre da 
secrezione di insetto, la seta o della specie pinna, il bisso. 

1.1.1. Le lane 

La lana si ottiene mediante di tosatura che separa il vello dal corpo di 
diversi razze di animali. 

Gli animali sui quali si effettua la tosatura sono: 

-OVINI come la pecora comune, la pecora merinos, la pecora 
shetland, la pecora incrociata, la capra tibet e cachemire e la capra 
angora; 

-LEPORIDI come il coniglio d'angora; 

-CAMELIDI come il lama, l'alpaca, la vigogna, il guanaco, il 
dromedario e il cammello; 
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-BOVINI come il bue del Tibet o yak. 


Dopo la tosatura, che può essere manuale o meccanica, la lana, di 
solito sudicia, viene sottoposta ad una serie di trattamenti che la 
trasformano dapprima in filato e successivamente in tessuto. Con la 
cernita si classificano i diversi tipi di fibra ottenuti mediante la 
tosatura sulla base della provenienza del vello. A seconda della parte 
del corpo dell'animale tosata si ottengono fibre dalla diversa qualità. 
Sulle spalle e sui fianchi, ad esempio, le fibre sono più lunghe, sottili 
ed elastiche, è la zona con le fibre di qualità migliore; sulla schiena 
invece le fibre sono più corte e ruvide; infine sul ventre troviamo 
fibre molto corte e poco resistenti. Con il lavaggio si eliminano le 
impurità della lana come il grasso, la terra e gli escrementi. 
Successivamente viene sottoposta a cardatura e filatura dalla quale 
ne risultano le matasse. Purtroppo ormai son poche le maestranze 
artigiane che eseguono tutte queste fasi manualmente, l'industria ha 
automatizzato e semplificato tutti questi processi che prima erano 
monopolio del genere femminile. E questo monopolio veniva 
esercitato dalla donna nel totale rispetto della natura circostante 
senza l'aggiunta di nessun prodotto chimico. In società agropastorali 
come quella sarda tutto questo avveniva di solito nei mesi di maggio 
o giugno, la lana veniva portata dall'uomo a casa ancora sudicia e la 
donna si sarebbe dovuta occupare di tutte le fasi successive, il 
lavaggio ad esempio avveniva vicino ai corsi d'acqua dove, in dei 
grossi pentoloni, veniva fatta quasi bollire e poi risciacquata 
molteplici volte e messa ad asciugare su dei grossi massi o su delle 
vecchie lenzuola, tutto all'aria aperta. Con l'avvento 
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deN'industrializzazione questi non sono che vecchi ricordi e, nel 
panorama attuale, bisogna fare i conti anche sul piano della 
sostenibilità ambientale. Nel capitolo Tre. Retailers e consumatori: il 
best seller sostenibile (Magni, 2011) si legge: 

Nel coso dello produzione della lono, i principali fattori di impatto 
ambientale sono le conseguenze dell'allevamento sui terreni e gli 
scarti generati dalle prime fasi di lavorazione, in particolare il 
lavaggio della lana. Quanto al primo, un contributo positivo viene 
dall'utilizzabilità per l'allevamento degli ovini di terreni poveri, spesso 
non adatti ad altri allevamenti o colture, ma una controindicazione 
può venire dai rischi di desertificazione del terreno causati 
dall'allevamento intensivo. Quanto al secondo, i reflui delle 
operazioni di lavaggio della lana sucida contengono molte sostanze 
inquinanti. A questi si aggiungono poi i prodotti chimici utilizzati nelle 
varie fasi di lavorazione della lana, dai lavaggi (detergenti, 
tensioattivi, ammorbidenti, candeggianti ecc.) alla filatura, dalla 
tessitura ai trattamenti tintoriali e di finissaggio. 

A questo proposito si potrebbe scoccare una lancia a favore dei 
metodi di tintura naturale poiché la lana è forse la fibra naturale che 
meglio si presta all'assorbimento del colore derivante dal mondo 
vegetale. 

Un' altra considerazione suH'impatto ambientale dell'industria laniera 
va fatto sulle emissioni di C0 2 in atmosfera derivanti dal trasporto nei 
principali luoghi dove si realizzano le fasi manifatturiere sino agli 
scaffali dei negozi sui principali mercati di consumo dal momento che 
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oltre la metà della lana utilizzata nell'industria deH'abbigliamento 
proviene da tre soli paesi, ossia Australia, Nuova Zelanda e Cina. A 
questo proposito, sempre neH'impaginato Magni (Magni, 2011) si 
legge 

La lana è però una delle poche fibre tessili che producibili a tutte le 
latitudini e anche in Europa. Si stima infatti che oltre 180 milioni di 
chilogrammi di fibra siano prodotti in Europa, una quota non 
piccolissima, pari a poco meno del 20 per cento della produzione 
mondiale di lana. Il problema è che gran parte di questa lana resta 
inutilizzata e anzi diventa un costo ambientale poiché finisce in 
discarica o negli inceneritori. Solo le lane inglesi, pari a poco più di 30 
milioni di chilogrammi all'anno, hanno oggi un mercato nella filiera 
tessile europea mentre in Italia la produzione di lane autoctone 
ammonta a circa 15 milioni di chilogrammi, tuttavia secondo le stime 
del professor Maracchi, direttore dell'IBIMET-CNR di Firenze: «Oggi il 
95 per cento della lana che viene tosata in Italia finisce in discarica 
come rifiuto speciale. Quel 5 percento rimanente viene utilizzato in 
edilizia, come isolante, o da qualche artigiano che la infeltrisce per 
farne borsette e cappellini». Paradossalmente, inoltre una parte non 
piccola della lana italiana che non finisce in discarica prende le vie 
dell'Asia, esportata in Cina e India per impieghi di bassa qualità nei 
tappeti. Il problema è che gran parte della lana italiana e degli altri 
paesi dell'Europa continentale non è di qualità adeguata agli 
standard richiesti dal mercato dell'abbigliamento. Le pecore sono 
infatti prevalentemente per fini alimentari (carni e latticini) e la lana 
rappresenta semplicemente un sottoprodotto di cui disfarsi in qualche 
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modo, mentre l'industria tessile italiana utilizza esclusivamente lana 
di pregio e di importazione. 

A tal proposito una considerazione pertinente si potrebbe fare sulla 
regione Sardegna dove la quantità degli ovini allevati è, 
numericamente, più del doppio della popolazione e il valore della 
lana, complice il tracollo dell'artigianato locale e l'avvento 
dell'industrializzazione, è calato notevolmente. Sino a quarantanni fa 
si poteva avere un introito dignitoso da quello che prima era un bene 
primario e oggi è relegato a sottoprodotto. Sottoprodotto che 
tuttavia, in Sardegna, può vedersi protagonista ad esempio 
nell'edilizia grazie all'azienda Edilana. Tuttavia negli ultimi anni si è 
sviluppata una nuova attenzione alla valorizzazione della lana 
autoctona, sia in Italia che in Europa con l'obiettivo di esplorare 
nuove opportunità di utilizzo nella filiera tessile e di promuovere un 
miglioramento qualitativo della lana stessa. Tra le iniziative italiane 
sviluppatesi negli ultimi anni ve ne sono due di particolare rilievo: il 
progetto della CCIAA di Biella con Agenzia Lane d'Italia e Biella 
Woolcompany e il progetto «Tessile e Sostenibilità», avviato da 
Ibimet-Cnr e dalla fondazione per il clima e la sostenibilità. Entrambi i 
progetti hanno avviato delle micro-filiere di produzione che curano 
tutte le fasi della produzione, dalla lana alla confezione del capo 
d'abbigliamento o d'arredamento finito. Un altro progetto virtuoso è 
quello dell'Associazione della Pecora Brianzola che da quasi vent'anni 
si occupa di salvare dall'estinzione una razza ovina autoctona delle 
colline brianzole, e oltre all'allevamento si occupa anche della 
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lavorazione delle lane di questo animale, curando una piccola 
produzione filati e tessuti di ottima qualità. 

1.1.2. La seta 

La seta è un filamento derivante dalla bava di un Lepidottero, il 
Bombix Mori, volgarmente chiamato baco da seta. Quest'ultimo 
nasce da uova del diametro di due millimetri circa per poi 
raggiungere dimensioni di 8 cm di lunghezza e 1 cm di diametro. Si 
nutre di foglie di gelso ed è voracissimo. Nella sua rapida crescita 
muta la pelle per ben quattro volte. Raggiunta la sua maturazione 
smette di alimentarsi e fila il suo bozzolo producendo una fibra lunga 
900 metri circa. Il baco, muovendosi con grande abilità, emette da 
ghiandole situate ai lati della bocca due fili di bava filamentosa che lo 
avvolgeranno completamente, e gli permetteranno la trasformazione 
in crisalide prima e in farfalla poi. Il bozzolo, negli allevamenti in 
cattività di baco da seta, viene lavorato quando il bruco si è 
trasformato in crisalide e non più tardi, altrimenti nell'ultima 
mutazione, cioè in farfalla, il filamento verrebbe rovinato, mangiato, 
da quest'ultima. Quindi avviene la fase della stufatura, dove si uccide 
l'animale all'interno sottoponendolo ad alte temperature. Dopodiché 
il bozzolo subisce una serie di lavorazioni, atte a separare la parte 
gommosa che funziona da collante, dalla parte che poi verrà utilizzata 
per ottenere la fibra di seta. I vari processi, iniziano con una prima 
fase di rammollimento del bozzolo che ne permette un primo 
scioglimento trasformandolo in un filamento lungo chiamato bava, 
poi in altri chiamati di sgommatura. Si procederà poi alle varie fasi di 
filatura e tessitura. I maggiori produttori mondiali di bozzoli sono: in 
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primis la Cina, seguita dal Giappone, India e Corea. Nel corso della 
storia, l'Italia ha avuto un ruolo centrale essendo la principale 
produttrice in occidente, principalmente nelle zone del comasco 
seguito dal forlivese e dal casertano. A tal proposito nel gennaio 2016 
Aurora Magni scriveva nel suo blog Sustainability-Lab 

Che l'Italia del Nord (senza dimenticare la provincia di Caserta) sia 
stata caratterizzata fino alla prima metà del 900 anche dalla 
lavorazione della seta è risaputo. In un'intervista rilasciata a lo 
Donna il 20 novembre scorso Fernando Pellizzari, l'ultimo presidente 
dei bachicoltori italiani, spiegava che fino agli Cinquanta operavano 
40 mila aziende agricole nel nostro Paese mentre oggi se ne contano 
una trentina e che "solo l'anno scorso dalla Cina sono arrivate in 
Italia, trafilati e tessuti, più di tremila tonnellate di seta". 

E continua dicendo 

La seta è ancora materia prima irrinunciabile per le imprese 
comasche dove viene tessuta e nobilitata ma l'Italia ha rinunciato a 
allevare bachi e a filare. 

Ma forse qualcosa in più si può fare. Ad esempio 
proprio riconsiderando la possibilità di tornare ad allevare bachi e a 
filare. 

A Padova esiste infatti il CREA con la sua Unità di apicoltura e 
bachicoltura che dal 1871 conserva una delle più importanti banche 
genetica mondiali del bombice. 
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Sotto lo direzione di Silvio Cappellozza vengono conservate 200 razze 
di purezza e vengono allevati 200 mila bachi all'anno grazie ad un 
gelseto di 6000 alberi e ricco di circa sessanta varietà di gelso. 
Il Centro è anche dotato di una " filandina", macchina del 1971 che 
serviva a testare la qualità dei filati, ma solo una piccola parte sono 
destinati al tessile. L'attività della struttura è soprattutto concentrata 
sulla valorizzazione delle sostanze estraibili dal bozzolo, prodotti 
proteici per l'industria farmaceutica e la cosmesi come la sericina 
e la fibroina e sulla valorizzazione delle caratteristiche antibatteriche 
della seta in medicina. 

Da qualche tempo è intanto cresciuta la domanda di seta biologica da 
parte di importanti brand il che dovrebbe aprire possibilità per una 
rinata filiera produttiva nazionale. 

È quindi incoraggiante registrare la nascita di una rete d'impresa "La 
Rinascita della Via della Seta" guidata dall'azienda orafa D'orica e 
che raggruppa le cooperative sociali Campoverde, Ca' Corniani e 
Cantiere della Provvidenza, l'agenzia Veneto Marketing, l'impresa 
cosmetica Fimo srl e naturalmente CREA. Il progetto ha già ricevuto 
un riconoscimento importante a Bruxelles il 27 e 28 Aprile 2015, dove 
è stato presentato come modello di riferimento per i progetti di 
Ricerca e Innovazione emanati dalla Commissione Europea. 

Nasce così La Via Etica della Seta che produce una seta etica 100% 
italiana, certificata e controllata. 
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Inoltre è importante segnalare l'esistenza di sete cruelty-free, o la 
seta tussah grezza, Sasha Duerr, molto attenta aH'ambiente e al 
rispetto degli animali, nel suo libro Tinture Naturali (Duerr, 2010) ci 
informa sulle sete selvatiche e scrive 

Le sete selvatiche non provengono da allevamenti, ma sono raccolte 
in natura. Rispetto ad altri tipi di seta, dove la larva viene sacrificata 
quando si raccoglie il bozzolo, la seta cruelty-free è un'opzione più 
sostenibile e umana. I bachi da seta, infatti, diventano larve prima 
che il bozzolo venga utilizzato come fibra. La produzione di questa 
seta è meno tossica e inquinante perché i processi di sgommatura e 
candeggio sono limitati. Se ne trovano di diversi tipi ed è un materiale 
più ecologico da tingere. 

1.1.3. Il bisso 

Il bisso, chiamata anche seta del mare, è una fibra tessile che si 
ottiene dai filamenti secreti dal bivalve marino più grande del 
Mediterraneo, la Pinna Nobilis, volgarmente detta nacchera. Questi 
filamenti vengono secreti dalla nacchera per sigillarsi e difendersi 
dagli attacchi dei predatori del mare, come il polpo. È una fibra che 
richiede delle lavorazioni lunghissime per trasformarsi in filato e poi 
in tessuto, tutti i processi devono essere rigorosamente svolti a 
mano. Questo ne tutela l'unicità e ne rende impossibile la 
commercializzazione. Inoltre ha una storia antichissima e solo una 
persona al mondo ne conosce i segreti, è il Maestro di bisso Chiara 
Vigo che è l'unica depositaria di questo sapere da generazioni. Lei 
opera nell'isola di Sant'Antioco, in Sardegna, dove è presente una 
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grande popolazione di Pinna Nobilis. La lavorazione svolta da Chiara 
Vigo è completamente naturale ed ecocompatibile, il colore naturale 
del bisso è oro alla luce e il Maestro si avvale della tintura naturale 
per ottenere altre sfumature come il rosso o il porpora. Ad ogni 
modo nell'ultimo capitolo è presente l'intervista al Maestro dove si 
potrà apprendere più dettagliatamente il suo lavoro. 


1.2. LE FIBRE TESSILI VEGETALI 

Le fibre tessiti di origine vegetale sono composte principalmente da 
cellulosa, che costituisce in maniera essenziale la parete cellulare 
della pianta. A seconda della parte della pianta dalla quale si estrae la 
fibra avremo fibre da semi (cotone, kapok), da libro o stelo cioè il 
fusto della pianta (lino, canapa, iuta, ramiè, ginestra, ortica, bambù), 
da foglie (sisal, formio, alfa, manilla). 

1.2.1. Il cotone 

Il cotone ha origine dall'estrazione dalla lanuggine, che sotto forma di 
fiocco, ricopre i semi della pianta Gossypium, di varie specie. Ogni 
specie forma una qualità di cotone diversa, classificabile in base ai 
caratteri fisici delle fibre prodotte. Di solito queste piante producono 
grandi fiori di colore giallo pallido, dai quali originano frutti 
contenenti numerosi semi avvolti da una fitta peluria, detta 
bambagia, la maturazione avviene circa cinquanta giorni dopo la 
fioritura. Seguono poi le varie operazioni di raccolta, che di solito 
avviene ad opera di macchine aspiratrici che dividono la bambagia 
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dai semi, di cardatura, di pettinatura e di filatura. La lunghezza delle 
fibre rappresenta la caratteristica che ne decreta il maggiore pregio. 
Questa pianta, la cui coltivazione finalizzata alla tessitura ebbe 
origine in India, necessita di climi caldi ed umidi. La sua produzione a 
livello mondiale si sviluppa quindi maggiormente nei paesi dal clima 
subtropicale, in Africa, in America, in India. Tra le fibre naturali il 
cotone è la più importante, certamente per quantità prodotta, nel 
2008 la produzione mondiale è stata di 24 milioni di tonnellate. 
Tuttavia questa fibra, nel suo ciclo di produzione, nasconde dati 
allarmanti se relazionata all'innpatto ambientale che ha. La già citata 
Aurora Magni nel suo impaginato (Magni, 2011) scrive in merito 

La produzione di cotone richiede l'utilizzo di vastissime aree di terreno 
coltivo e in alcune regioni del mondo ha trasformato l'economia 
locale in senso monoculturale, con tutti i rischi che ciò comporta. I 
prodotti cotonieri, inoltre, richiedono un elevato impiego d'acqua. 
Secondo recenti stime, la produzione di un chilogrammo di 
abbigliamento di cotone richiede l'utilizzo di 9,4 metri cubi di acqua 
con punte intorno ai 20 metri cubi se la coltivazione avviene in paesi 
come l'India (Gallo 2009). Il simbolo più impressionante degli impatti 
negativi che l'elevato consumo d'acqua nella coltivazione del cotone 
può provocare è l'ormai pressoché definitivo prosciugamento del lago 
d'Aral in Uzbekistan, la cui superficie si è ridotta negli ultimi 
quarant'anni del 60 per cento e il volume complessivo delle acque 
dell'80 per cento. Le coltivazioni di cotone richiedono, inoltre, un 
grande uso di pesticidi e fertilizzanti con gravi conseguenze sia 
sull'ambiente sia sulla salute delle persone che lavorano nei campi. A 
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ciò si devono aggiungere le emissioni di C0 2 in atmosfera prodotte dal 
trasporto della fibra agli impianti di filatura, tintura, finissaggio e 
confezionamento dei capi che spesso si trovano in aree del tutto 
diverse del mondo (Pearce 2009). 

Sembra quasi un paradosso che la fibra naturale più utilizzata e con 
una storia plurimillenaria se declinata ad una logica consumistica 
industriale abbia tanti aspetti quasi catastrofici. Per fortuna esistono 
le alternative e negli ultimi anni si sta sviluppando una maggiore 
sensibilità nei confronti del cotone biologico (organic cotton) 
coltivato senza l'ausilio di sostante chimiche, anche se, in alcuni casi, 
potrebbe celare uno strumento di marketing. Infatti, riguardo le 
certificazioni, sempre la Magni nel suo impaginato (Magni, 2011) 
scrive 

Si tratta spesso di una sorta di autodichiarazione che informa la 
clientela della presenza di organic cotton tra le fibre utilizzate, in altri 
casi invece si sceglie una certificazione da terze parti, ad esempio in 
Italia da ICEA (Istituto per la Certificazione Etica ed Ambientale), che 
utilizzano disciplinari di certificazione internazionali come COTS 
(Global Organic Texile Standard) che definisce uno standard per la 
lavorazione delle fibre biologiche e include criteri ambientali e sociali 
lungo tutta la filiera produttiva. 

E continua dicendo 

Il contributo dell'organic cotton alla sostenibilità dei manufatti tessili 
è certamente interessante, ma ancora marginale essendo la materia 
prima certificata come organic una percentuale minima rispetto a 
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quello in circolozione (circo l'I per cento). Si tenga inoltre conto che 
uno quoto maggioritario del cotone prodotto nel mondo è 
geneticamente modificato e lo ricerca sugli OGM di nuovo 
generazione è in pieno svolgimento (Solo 2005). 

Quello del cotone organico è un percorso lungo che ha bisogno di 
sostegno dall'azienda, che lo deve proporre, al consumatore, che lo 
deve richiedere. Tuttavia qualcosa si muove, nel blog Sustainability- 
Lab, nel giugno 2016 si legge 

Coso fanno i brond per valorizzare il cotone sostenibile? 

Questo lo domando olio base del rapporto elaborato da Solidaridad, 
WWF e Pesticides Action Network UK (PAN UK) e recentemente 
pubblicato. 

Iniziamo con una buona notizia: la produzione di cotone sostenibile è 
cresciuta e ha raggiunto nel 2014 le 2.173.000 tonnellate ( 8% dei 
volumi totali). L'aspettativa è di un ulteriore incremento nel 2015 
(+15%). 

È bene ricordare qualche dato. Il cotone cresce in 80 paesi circa (si 
calcola che occupi 33 milioni di ettari di terreno coltivabile) e fornisce 
il 32% circa dei volumi di fibre tessili utilizzate al mondo. Ha un 
impatto ambientale pesante dovuto ai consumi idrici (il 73% dei 
campi è irrigato) e alle sostanze chimiche utilizzate, basti pensare che 
il 6,2% dei fertilizzanti e il 14% dei pesticidi venduti al mondo sono 
destinati proprio al cotone. E poi ci sono i problemi sociali e le 
condizioni di lavoro nei campi che spesso coinvolgono i bambini. Il 
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cotone dà lavoro a 250 milioni di contadini la maggior parte dei guali 
in paesi in via di sviluppo. 

Ma negli anni si sono sviluppate iniziative importanti che hanno 
migliorato le caratteristiche di sostenibilità della fibra. Come ci 
ricorda il rapporto: Organic cotton nato negli anni 80, Fairtrade 
(2004), Cotton Mode in Africa (2005), Better Cotton Initiative -BCI 
2009. 

E continua dicendo 

Senza un'apprezzabile valorizzazione da parte del mercato, avvertono 
gli autori del rapporto, il rischio che i contadini tornino a produzioni 
standard è forte. 

Solo una parte del cotone sostenibile è infatti richiesto e valorizzato 
dai brand nelle proprie collezioni. Alla base del fenomeno aspetti 
organizzativi (la filiera del cotone è complessa e frammentata, non 
sempre tracciabile con facilità) e poi ci sono i costi aggiuntivi legati 
alle certificazioni. Per questo, conclude il rapporto, i brand hanno un 
ruolo cruciale nel sostenere i cotoni sostenibili. 

In Italia un esempio virtuoso lo si può identificare nell'azienda Filmar, 
che nonostante la globalizzazione e la concorrenza asiatica, ha 
puntato su un prodotto cotoniero italiano di lusso stabilendo un 
ponte Italia-Egitto. Un approccio che nel 2009 ha portato alla nascita 
di Filmar Nile Textile che occupa 470 addetti a Borg El Arab, a pochi 
chilometri da Alessandria d'Egitto, dove si coltiva un cotone biologico 
di alta qualità in completa armonia con le comunità locali. 
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Sempre Aurora Magni nel suo blog Sustainability-Lab avverte su un 
altro progetto interessante che si chiama Cotton 2040: un progetto 
globale per far crescere il cotone sostenibile, nell'articolo si legge 

Cotton 2040 vuole costruire una rete di attori a diverso titolo 
coinvolti nella produzione di articoli cotonieri a basso impatto 
ambientale: coltivatori, produttori, distributori, ONG, enti di 
certificazione, stakeholder. L'iniziativa ha già registrato l'adesione di 
importanti soggetti tra cui FairTrade, BCI, Made in Africa, brand come 
C&A Foundation, M&S, Textile Exchange, CottonConnect, Cotton 
Australia. 

Come si legge nel documento di presentazione del progetto 'il cotone 
è una risorsa vitale per 300 milioni di persone nel mondo ma la sua 
produzione è associata a problematiche sociali e ambientali. 
L'impronta idrica di un kg di cotone varia da lOmila a 20mila litri di 
acqua e la sua coltivazione ha un forte impatto ambientale per l'uso 
di sostanze chimiche pericolose per l'ecosistema. Negli ultimi anni si 
sono registrati considerevoli progressi ma il cotone coltivato con 
criteri di sostenibilità è ancora una parte marginale della produzione 
globale'. Da qui la necessità di lanciare un progetto globale per il 
cotone sostenibile. 

1.2.2. Il lino 

Il lino è una fibra corticale estratta da pianta annuale, il più coltivato 
è il Linun usitatissimum. Il lino cresce meglio nei luoghi in cui c'è una 
buona esposizione solare, dove le notti sono fresche ed il suolo è 
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relativamente caldo ed umido. Le piante raggiungono un'altezza tra i 
settanta centimetri ed il metro, nel mese di maggio fioriscono ed il 
fiore ha una colorazione azzurra chiara, simile al colore del cielo. Il 
raccolto avviene fra metà luglio e metà agosto. Il lino per uso tessile 
deve essere estirpato dal terreno in modo da assicurare la massima 
lunghezza utile della fibra. In passato, gli steli venivano 
laboriosamente strappati a mano, mentre oggi la stessa operazione è 
completamente meccanizzata. Il trattamento della pianta dopo 
l'estirpazione dipende da come dovrà essere macerata la fibra, se ad 
"acqua" oppure a "terra". La macerazione è un processo naturale che 
serve a disgregare le pectine, cioè quelle sostanze gommose che 
avvolgono le fibre riunendole in fasci e fanno aderire questi ultimi 
alle cellule della corteccia. Le pectine devono essere eliminate se si 
vuole che le fibre possano separarsi dal resto dello stelo. La 
macerazione è dovuta a speciali enzimi prodotti da micro-organismi 
(batteri) che proliferano negli steli stesi sui campi dopo l'estirpazione 
(macerazione a terra) oppure imbevuti d'acqua (macerazione ad 
acqua). Successivamente subirà le varie lavorazioni di stigliatura, 
dove si separa meccanicamente la fibra tessile dal resto del fusto 
macerato, di pettinatura, filatura e tessitura. Il lino è certamente la 
fibra tessile più antica, usatissimo sin dai tempi più antichi dai popoli 
del Mediterraneo. Sino agli anni Sessanta del Novecento era presente 
una vasta coltivazione a lavorazione artigianale del lino anche in 
Sardegna, dove si pensa sia pervenuto in piena età del bronzo, nel 
periodo nuragico, ad opera dei fenici. Era utilizzatissimo in vari 
ambiti, essendo una pianta molto versatile: se ne producevano filati, 
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tessuti, i semi erano utilizzati nella medicina popolare, se ne 
produceva l'olio per alimentare le lucerne. E tutto il lavoro era 
sapientemente realizzato artigianalmente, soprattutto ad opera delle 
donne, emblematico era il lavoro delle gramolatrici, donne che, con 
la propria gramola in legno della quale si servivano per separare le 
parti legnose dalle parti fibrose della pianta, si spostavano nei vari 
paesi per esercitare il proprio mestiere. Nel breve trattato Museo 
Etnografico di Nuoro (Carta Mantiglia et al., 1987) si legge 

Le giornate delle gramolatrici erano molto lunghe e oltre che faticose 
e anche noiose. Le donne cantavano per sentire meno la stanchezza. Il 
canto delle gramolatrici aveva un tono particolare e si diceva cantare 
a boghe 'e asgada oppure cantare a zoccu 'e asgada. I mutos che 
cantavano erano gli stessi che si cantavano durante i lavori di 
campagna, il lavaggio della biancheria o della lana al fiume ecc. 
essendo però i mutos cantati da più voci e accompagnati dal rumore 
ritmico provocato dalla sbattere dello strumento, assumeva una 
particolare melodia ed era un canto che attirava anche i bambini che 
ascoltavano e allo stesso tempo imparavano. 

Dopo questa parentesi nostalgica è più opportuno dire che 
oggigiorno in Europa ci sono novantamila ettari coltivati a lino, 
prevalentemente dal sud della Normandia al nord della Francia, fino 
in Belgio e nei Paesi Bassi, che rappresentano l'80 per cento della 
produzione globale con 7.500 aziende agricole europee dedicate alla 
sua coltivazione. Il lino coltivato in Europa occidentale è noto per 
essere il migliore al mondo. Questo livello di eccellenza è il frutto 
della combinazione di tre fattori benefici: la disponibilità di terreni 
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adatti, le condizioni climatiche favorevoli e le conoscenze di esperti 
linicoltori attenti alla qualità della coltivazione e del processo di 
filatura e tessitura. Inoltre il lino è una fibra sostenibile a livello 
ambientale, biodegradabile e riciclabile, su Lifegate si legge sul lino 

È considerata una fibra modello: rispetto alla coltivazione del cotone 
si risparmiano 650mila metri cubi di acqua e 300 tonnellate di 
prodotti fitosanitari perché ha bisogno solo dell'acqua piovana e non 
richiede l'uso di pesticidi, secondo quanto riportato da 
un rapporto della Commissione Europea e da una valutazione del 
Ciclo di vita (Lea) di una camicia di lino condotta da Bio Intelligence 
Service, ente specializzato nella ricerca in campo ambientale. 
L'energia utilizzata per la produzione della fibra è dal 4 al 10 per 
cento di quella che sarebbe necessaria per la produzione di quelle 
sintetiche secondo uno studio dalla Confederazione europea del lino e 
della canapa (Cele). Inoltre, le piantagioni assorbono 250mila 
tonnellate di C02 ogni anno. 

Un grosso esempio del binomio lino-ambiente è dato dal Linificio e 
Canapificio Nazionale del Gruppo Marzotto, in Italia la più grande 
azienda produttrice di filato di lino, attività che conduce dal 1873. La 
coltivazione avviene nel nord della Francia e la filatura, invece, in 
Lituania con macchinari ideati e prodotti appositamente secondo una 
miscela di fibre che viene studiata nel centro ricerche e sviluppo in 
Italia. 
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1.2.3. La canapa 


La canapa è una fibra tessile ottenuta dal floema o libro dei fusti delle 
piante di Cannabis sativa. La canapa cresce naturalmente in zone dal 
clima temperato, ma può sopportare i climi più diversi. Può arrivare 
in alcuni casi a raggiungere altezze di sette metri, e di solito le si 
taglia nel mese di agosto, quando le piante iniziano ad ingiallire. Le 
fasi di lavorazione della fibra sono del tutto analoghe a quelle del lino 
e comprendono macerazione, strigliatura, pettinatura, filatura ed 
infine tessitura. Sino al secolo scorso, prima del proibizionismo della 
cannabis, era diffusissima in quanto si poteva ricavare, oltre alla fibra 
tessile, cordame e carta. È una fibra dalle innumerevoli risorse e sino 
al secolo scorso aveva un ruolo da protagonista anche in Italia, in un 
articolo datato agosto 2016, nel blog Sustainability-Lab, Aurora 
Magni scrive 

Vale lo peno ricordare che l'Italia è stota per secoli produttrice di 
canapa e che fino allo prima metà del secolo scorso il nostro paese 
ero tro i primi produttori mondiali, mentre nel 2015 sembra non siano 
stati superati i 5mila ettari di coltivazioni malgrado di canapa si parli 
in ogni evento dedicato allo green economy. Infatti lo canapa è un 
vegetale "multitasking", usato cioè nella produzione di materiali 
tessili e cordami, nella produzione di carta ma anche 
nell'agroolimentare e nell'edilizio ed è una pianta resistente che non 
necessito di trattamenti chimici particolare né di irrigazioni (almeno 
nelle regioni del Nord), particolarmente adotto a rinnovare aree non 
sfruttabili per le coltivazioni più convenzionali. 
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La perdita di prestigio - e di peso economico - della canapa è dovuta 
ad alcuni fattori: 

1. Modifiche di gusto e stili di vita, la moda privilegia tessuti 
morbidi e setosi e l'ingresso nella scena tessile delle fibre man 
mode a partire dalla seconda metà del 900 ha relegato le fibre 
dalla mano dura e ruvida a destini meno nobili 
dell'abbigliamento e dell'arredo; 

2. Le politiche proibizionistiche che hanno vietato o almeno 
fortemente limitato la coltura della canapa; 

3. La perdita di un patrimonio industriale importate che 
consentiva la lavorazione della fibra. 

E continua dicendo 

In particolare il terzo punto rappresenta una limitazione al rilancio 
della filiera italiana della canapa. A partire dagli anni 90 non sono 
mancati nel nostro paese tentativi coraggiosi finanziati dal il 
Ministero per le Politiche Agricole, dalle Regioni (in particolare la 
Regione Toscana ha anche emanato una specifica legge per il rilancio 
della canapa) e dal l'Unione Europea. Se limitati sono stati 
i guantitativi di materia prima realizzati, le produzioni tessili hanno 
mantenuto un livello artigianale, di nicchia, ben lontano dai valori 
produttivi degli anni d'oro. 

Nel frattempo però qualcosa si è fatto in termini di acquisizione di 
conoscenze tecniche. Come spiega il Crea in un documento recente la 
fase della macerazione che tradizionalmente prevede grandi consumi 
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idrici ed elevato impiego di manodopera (operazione per altro vietata 
in Italia per motivi ambientali) è ormai non più necessaria grazie 
all'inserimento nelle colture di un nuovo tipo di canapa caratterizzata 
da un limitato contenuto di pectine, cioè di sostanze leganti che 
legano la fibra alla corteccia. Come si legge nel rapporto "La varietà 
arriva a macerare, semplicemente permanendo sul terreno per un 
intervallo di tempo di 30-40 gg (dew retting). L'azione macerante, in 
guesta tecnica, è svolta da funghi che si sviluppano spontaneamente 
sulla bacchetta, per effetto della rugiada o delle eventuali piogge 
(..)Questa innovazione consente di ricavare almeno 10 ton/ha di 
bacchette, a fronte delle 0,3 ton/ha che si ottenevano con la Baby 
canapa." 

Detto questo ci si auspica di poter nuovamente giovare delle alte 
performance di questa pianta e che venga attivata tutta la filiera 
tessile. 

1.2.4. Altre fibre tessili vegetali 

Le succitate cotone, lino e canapa sono quelle che nella storia hanno 
giocato un ruolo molto importante nel campo delle fibre tessili 
vegetali, tuttavia ne esistono tante altre degne di nota che 
brevemente citeremo. Nel suo già citato impaginato, la Magni 
(Magni, 2011) ci avverte 

Tra le fibre di origine vegetale (cellulosiche) che hanno una 
connotazione sostenibile un posto quantitativamente di gran lunga 
minore rispetto al cotone è occupato da fibre come la canapa, la 


27 



ginestra, l'ortica, il bambù, il cocco, il mais e la soia. Negli ultimi anni 
gueste fibre, materiali spesso di antica tradizione, di facile 
coltivazione e addette talvolta a gualificare terreni altrimenti non 
sfruttabili con altre colture, sono state oggetto di operazioni di 
valorizzazione. I filati ottenuti da gueste fibre si prestano 
prevalentemente ad utilizzi nel campo dell'arredamento o dell'edilizia 
o ad altre applicazioni sebbene alcune (bambù e ortica ad esempio) 
abbiano dimostrato di potersi candidare con successo anche 
nell'abbigliamento conferendo ai tessuti una mano morbida e un 
buon grado di comfort (Bocci 2009). 

L'ortica, ad esempio, è una fibra vegetale ottenuta dall'Urtica dioica 
ovvero l'ortica selvatica, una pianta erbacea perenne delle Urticacee. 
In considerazione della sua alta resistenza ai patogeni e alle proprietà 
urticanti, la sua coltivazione non richiede l'utilizzo di diserbanti e anti¬ 
parassitari. Il bambù è una fibra di pura cellulosa e, in modo simile 
alla canapa, può essere coltivato senza l'uso di fertilizzanti chimici 
sintetici, pesticidi o defolianti. La sua rapida crescita fa sì che il 
raccolto possa avvenire ogni 2 o 3 anni, evitando i devastanti processi 
della deforestazione. La soia e un recente tipo di fibra ricavata dal 
sottoprodotto della lavorazione del baccello di soia, dal quale si 
ricava un tessuto morbido, soffice e soprattutto ecocompatibile. È un 
tessuto biodegradabile, con un impatto ambientale minimo o nullo. E 
poi ci sono ancora la iuta, la ginestra, il sisal, e tante altre. 
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Fig.l - matassa di lana di pecora sarda color bianco naturale - fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.2 - matasse di lana di pecora sarda in bianco e bruno - fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.3 - matassa di lana di pecora sarda color bruno naturale - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig. 4 - gregge di pecore brianzole nella tenuta del presidente dell'Associazione della Pecora Brianzola - fonte: delll'autrice 



Fig. 5 - a sinistra Claudio Fabelli, attivista dell'Associazione della Pecora Brianzola assieme al presidente dell'associazione 

Pasquale Redaelli - fonte: deN'autrice 


30 



Fig.10 - esemplare di Pinna Nobilis, chiamata volgarmente nacchera, dalla quale si ricava II bisso marino - 

fonte: https://www.google.it/search 



Fig.ll - bisso marino pulito e pettinato - fonte: https://www.google.it/search 
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Fig. 12 - le conseguenze delle coltivazioni di cotone - fonte: http://zeroenvironment.com/ 
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Fig.13 - le conseguenze delle coltivazioni del cotone - fonte: http://zeroenvironment.com/ 
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Fig.14 - le conseguenze delle coltivazioni del cotone - fonte: http://zeroenvironment.com/ 
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Fig.15 - Cotton made in Africa è un'iniziativa che si impegna nella coltivazione del cotone africano con valori sociali ed 
ecologici - fonte: http://www.cottonmadeinafrica.org/en/about-us/the-initiative 



Fig.16 - pianta di cotone delle coltivazioni di Cotton made in Africa - fonte: http://www.cottonmadeinafrica.org/en/a- 

bout-us/the-initiative 


33 











. 



Fig.17 - campo di lino fiorito - fonte: https://it.depositphotos.com/123371398/stock-photo-flax-flowers-a-field-of.html 



Fig.18 - lino grezzo e lino filato a mano - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.20 - raccolto di canapa in Italia, foto storica risalente al primo '900 - 
fonte: http://www.sativamolise.com/index.php/la-canapa/storia 



Fig.21 - piantagione di canapa - 
fonte: http://gaianews.it/green-economy/ 
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Fig.22 - fibra di canapa - fonte: https://it.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cannabis 



Fig.23 - il Maestro di canapa Bruno Tessa mentre fila la sua canapa - 
fonte: https://www.flickr.com/photos/marttnopavese/7270342388 
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II. LA MORDENZATURA E I MORDENTI 


La mordenzatura è quel processo che rende il filato o il tessuto 
ricettivo nei confronti della sostanza colorante. La mordenzatura può 
avvenire prima, durante o dopo il bagno di tintura ad opera di diverse 
sostanze che posso essere metalliche come l'allume di rocca e il 
solfato ferroso oppure di origine vegetale come ad esempio le galle 
della roverella (Quercus pubescens) che sono naturalmente ricche di 
tannini. Sasha Duerr nel suo libro Tinture Naturali (Duerr, 2010) 
scrive 

Un mordente è un fissatore che permette alle molecole della tintura 
di legarsi alle fibre. La parola mordente deriva dal latino mordere e 
sta a indicare un componente chimico che può rendere più vivace, più 
scuro, oppure più solido il colore di una tintura. Utilizzare un 
mordente nella corretta quantità, e con la fibra appropriata, può 
permettere di ricavare dalla pianta l'intero spettro dei suoi colori e 
può aumentare la solidità del colore alla luce. 

La scelta del mordente è molto importante perché permette di 
controllare la buona uscita del colore desiderato, inoltre va 
relazionato alla fibra che si intende tingere poiché le fibre animali, 
essendo più ruvide e proteiche, sono più ricettive e il colore viene 
assorbito più facilmente e rapidamente rispetto alle fibre vegetali che 
sono più lisce cellulosiche. La tintura naturale è sempre andata di pari 
passo con i mordenti, più o meno naturali e più o meno tossici, e i 
pareri dei tintori non sempre sono concordi. Questo contrasto lo si 
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apprenderà anche nell'ultimo capito leggendo le interviste dedicate a 
Maurizio Savoldo de La Robbia e a Chiara Vigo. Savoldo usa 
tantissimo l'allume di rocca che invece la Vigo mai userebbe e che 
considera tossico. Parlando invece con le anziane tessitrici del paese 
come Zia Giolzina invece si evincono tecniche di un bagno unico di 
tintura, tipico della tradizione tintoria sarda che oltretutto permette 
un risparmio di energia, dove gli unici mordenti utilizzati sono il sale 
e l'aceto, mordenti che alcuni libri di tintura naturale come ad 
esempio il Come tingere al naturale il cotone, la lana, il lino, la seta 
(Lundborg, 1983) non considerano propriamente mordenti. A 
proposito di Gun Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983), lui apre il suo capitolo 
dedicato alla mordenzatura scrivendo 

Anticamente si usavano spesso prodotti semplici come la cenere, il 
sale, l'aceto, il cremor tartari e liscive fatte con potassio o l'urina. Le 
galle delle foglie di guercia ricche di tannino e i recipienti in cui si 
preparavano le tinture servivano a volte come mordente: rame, 
stagnato, ferro, alluminio. Perfino l'acqua ferrosa o guella marina 
erano fonti gratuite di mordenti. 

Insomma il mondo della mordenzatura è tanto vario quasi quanto 
quello dei coloranti naturali e nel corso della storia si sono succedute 
tecniche tra le più disparate. È interessante scoprire come nel 
Medioevo fosse considerato un ottimo mordente la foglia di rubus 
fructicosus, ovvero la foglia del rovo delle more o di come alcuni 
colori avessero bisogno di bagni di urina, non solo per fissare i colori 
ma soprattutto per renderli più brillanti. 
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Di seguito elencheremo i mordenti più comuni e/o utilizzati nei bagni 
di tintura naturale. 

Allume di potassio . KAI(S0 4 ) 2 -12H 2 0. Noto anche come allume di 
rocca, si trova in commercio sotto forma di polvere bianca, cristallina. 
L'allume di rocca si dissolve facilmente in acqua calda, è considerato 
un ottimo mordente sia per la sua buona capacità di fissare il colore 
alla fibra, sia perché non altera i colori dei tessuti. È considerato il 
sale con la maggior capacità di riprodurre con più fedeltà i colori 
naturali. L'allume era il mordente maggiormente usato dai tintori del 
Medioevo. Il suo impiego si diffuse in Italia soprattutto dopo che 
nella Toscana meridionale e nell'alto Lazio ne furono scoperti ricchi 
giacimenti. Il migliore era l'allume di rocca ricavato dall'allumite, un 
solfato basico idrato di potassio e di alluminio estratto da rocce di 
origine vulcanica. 

Cremor tartari o acido tartarico . C0 2 H(CH0H) 2 C0 2 K. Il cremor tartari 
è una polvere cristallina, bianca che si usa spesso in associazione ad 
altri mordenti come l'allume di potassio e il cloruro di stagno. Il suo 
effetto è quello di ammorbidire la fibra, neutralizzando la tendenza 
degli altri mordenti ad indurirla. È un acido organico molto diffuso nel 
mondo vegetale, infatti lo troviamo nell'uva, nel tamarindo, nelle 
patate, nei cetrioli, nell'ananas e in molti altri frutti e verdure. Nel 
Medioevo veniva chiamato gromma o gruma e si formava nei tini per 
effetto della fermentazione, una volta bruciata rendeva le ceneri 
ricche di potassio, veniva chiamato anche allume di feccia, e veniva 
adoperato come mordente di qualità. 
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Solfato di ferro . FeS0 4 . Il solfato ferroso esiste in cristalli leggermente 
verdolini, si può anche produrre in casa mettendo dei vecchi chiodi o 
del ferro arrugginito a bagno con acqua e aceto in un barattolo. Può 
essere impiegato come pre-mordente ma funziona bene anche come 
post-mordente e può ampliare oppure alterare il bagno di tintura 
originario. È curioso scoprire che uno dei primi mordenti tradizionali 
è stato il fango, che contiene un'elevata percentuale di ferro, 
probabilmente si è intuito la sua caratteristica di modificatore 
osservando le foglie cadere in acqua ferrosa e annerirsi. Infatti il 
solfato di ferro ha la caratteristica di rendere il colore più scuro, più 
smorto, in dosi elevate arriva a tonalità quasi nere, tuttavia è 
consigliabile non esagerare con le dosi data l'azione corrosiva. 

Solfato di rame . CuS0 4 . Il solfato rameico si presenta in cristalli 
azzurri. È lo stesso prodotto che si usa anche in agricoltura essendo 
concimante e fungicida. Ha la capacità di rendere i gialli più verdi e i 
rossi più marroni, inoltre migliora la resistenza del colore alla luce. 
Idrato d'ammonio . NH 4 0H. L'idrato d'ammonio viene aggiunto 
nell'acqua durante la macerazione dei vegetali come foglie, legni e 
cortecce. Il suo compito dovrebbe essere quello di aiutare ad estrarre 
i pigmenti con potere tintorio, è lo stesso principio secondo il quale in 
passato veniva usata l'urina nella macerazione dei vegetali, ad 
esempio con il guado per l'azzurro. 

Acido tannico . Ci 4 Hi 0 O s . Il tannino si presenta sotto forma di polvere 
marroncina. È un ottimo mordente soprattutto per le fibre vegetali. 
Sono ricche di tannini le ghiande, le galle della roverella, gli aghi di 
ginepro. Ne è ricca anche la scorza di melograno e la corteccia di vari 
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alberi come la quercia, infatti se si fa un bagno di tintura con queste 
materie prime non sono necessarie altre sostante mordenzanti. 

Acido acetico . CH 3 COOH. È il comune aceto da cucina e si usa in 
aggiunta al bagno di colore poiché dona lucentezza e morbidezza. 
Inoltre è molto utile nell'estrazione del colore a freddo dei fiori. È 
molto utilizzato sin dall'antichità. 

Cloruro di sodio . NaCI. È il classico sale da cucina facilmente 
reperibile in natura sotto forma di cristalli. Molto utilizzato in 
passato, oggi non viene considerato un vero e proprio mordente. Il 
suo compito principale, è quello di rafforzare l'effetto dei mordenti e 
dona alla fibra una maggiore lucentezza. Tuttavia, delle volte, ha la 
capacità di modificare i colori. 

Carbonato di potassio . K 2 C0 3 . È la lisciva usata anticamente e la si 
trova attualmente in polvere bianca, leggermente granulosa. Con 
questo prodotto i gialli tendono al rosso o al verdolino a seconda del 
bagno di tintura. Va usata con parsimonia e preferibilmente solo a 
caldo o soprattutto per il lino dal momento che rende la lana fragile e 
dura. 

È interessante apprendere come nel Medioevo anche il sole venisse 
quasi considerato un fissante, infatti i raggi solari a lungo termine 
hanno un effetto sbiadente sui pigmenti mentre se le fibre colorate 
vengono lasciate al sole per un tempo limitato gli stessi pigmenti 
vengono fissati, infatti tra i vari bagni di colore per ottenere toni più 
incisivi si lasciavano i tessuti al sole ad asciugare. 
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Fig.24 - a sinistra ossido di ferro e a destra solfato di rame, due mordenti molto utilizzati nella tintura naturale - 


fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.25 - le galle della roverella, ricche di tannini che le rendono ottimi mordenti naturali - 


fonte: dell'autrice 
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III. I COLORI NATURALI E LE PIANTE TINTORIE 


Nel capitolo La tintura naturale: un'arte antica che merita riscoprire 
(Lundborg, 1983) si legge 

Il vestito nello più remota antichità era semplicemente una 
distinzione, un simbolo di posizione sociale. Se quel simbolo aveva dei 
colori sgargianti, tonto meglio. Così l'individuo che lo portava 
spiccavo di più nello suo tribù. 

E più tardi continua scrivendo 

Quindi, già migliaio di anni fa, l'uomo aveva imparato a fabbricare i 
suoi paramenti e a tingerli con quel che trovava nello natura. A 
seconda della zona erano indumenti più o meno primitivi fotti di pelli, 
di corteccia, di fibre vegetali o animali intrecciate, tessute, felpate a 
meraviglia e tinte. 

Per tingere i vestiti c'erano i fiori, le foglie, la corteccia, il legno, le 
rodici, i frutti, i parassiti delle piante. Nel mare c'erano le conchiglie. 
Ovunque c'erano tonti colori e col tempo l'uomo perfezionò lo tecnica 
dell'estrazione. 

Anche se con tesi un po' semplicistiche, Lundborg qui sopra ci 
introduce all'aspetto antropologico e simbolico che legano l'abito, il 
colore e le percezioni che questi suscitano alla storia dell'uomo. Sin 
dai primordi l'uomo relazionandosi con la natura circostante ha 
sperimentato e così scoperto fibre e colori. Colori provenienti dalla 
terra e dal mare che col tempo hanno assunto determinate 
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simbologie costruendo un'impalcatura sociale talvolta rigida e serrata 
per poi venir dimenticata e superata dalla modernità. In questo 
capitolo si parlerà di colore, in particolare della tintura naturale su 
tessuto, ci sarà un'introduzione storica che ne ripercorrerà le tappe e 
i popoli che l'hanno portata sino ai nostri giorni, poi si prenderanno in 
considerazione i principali colori come il rosso, l'azzurro, il giallo, il 
verde, il nero ed altri colori assieme ai rispettivi elementi naturali che 
li generano. 


Ill.l. Cenni sulla tintura naturale nel corso della storia 

Scoperte archeologiche di tombe arcaiche, papiri e altri testi antichi 
rivelano l'uso, i metodi, i segreti della tintura. 

I cinesi già oltre 4000 anni fa si vestivano di seta tinta di rosso e 
d'azzurro. Pressappoco nello stesso periodo anche gli egiziani e i 
mesopotamici tingevano i loro lini o lane. A Gerico gli ebrei nel 1300 
a.C. coltivavano l'indigofera tinctoria. In America, gli indii 
conoscevano tecniche elaboratissime, usando piante e alberi oggi 
difficilmente rintracciabili. Gli indios dell'Amazzonia utilizzano ancor 
oggi la Bixa orellana come tintura rossa. Nella parte poi dell'Europa, 
dove oggi troviamo la Svizzera, la tessitura e la tintura dei palafitticoli 
raggiunse un alto grado di perfezione già in età neolitica (4000-2000 
a.C.). 

In una tomba romana dell'età del ferro, scoperta recentemente, si è 
trovata una donna con un vestito azzurro. 
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Queste sono le parole che leggiamo nella prima pagina del piccolo 
trattato di tintura naturale del già citato Gun Lundborg (Lundborg, 
1983), ed è solo un piccolo assaggio per capire come la storia 
dell'uomo, in ogni angolo del mondo, sia strettamente legata alla 
scoperta, all'applicazione ed al perfezionamento dell'uso del colore 
servendosi unicamente della flora e della fauna locale. Il colore fu, sin 
dai tempi più remoti, lo strumento espressivo artistico-magico- 
religioso più conosciuto e diffuso presso i popoli di tutte le regioni 
geografiche. Nel libro II significato dei colori nelle civiltà antiche 
(Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) si legge 

Nell'antichità più una società era stabile e strutturata, più l'uso del 
colore, dei suoi codici e del suo simbolismo era rigidamente stabilito; 
la produzione artistica dell'antico Egitto, che restò pressoché 
immutata nelle forme e nell'uso dei colori per millenni, ne è un 
esempio significativo. 

Ma andiamo per gradi. L'uomo primitivo ebbe il suo primo approccio 
a quest'arte, attraverso l'utilizzo di pietre colorate e di argille, con cui 
disegnava sulle pareti delle caverne impressionanti scene di caccia 
variamente colorate. Le famose pitture rupestri delle grotte di 
Atlamira, in Spagna, e di Lescaux, in Francia, risalenti a circa 
quindicimila anni fa, attestano l'uso magico e rituale delle sostanze 
coloranti e la conoscenza che l'uomo di Cro-Magnon aveva dei 
pigmenti minerali rossi, bruni, gialli, neri e bianchi. Un primo 
approccio alla tintura, tuttavia, si ebbe sicuramente nel Mesolitico col 
passaggio dal nomadismo all'organizzazione di società più complesse 
e sedentarie dedite all'agricoltura oltre che alla caccia. Nel Neolitico 
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inoltre ci fu una fondamentale invenzione che probabilmente 
rivoluzionò il modo di vestire: il telaio per la tessitura. Come 
attestano i ritrovamenti nella pianura Padana e nel Trentino, in Italia, 
e, in Norvegia, con i rinvenimenti nella proprietà di Osemberg a Oslo 
di materiale tessile e residui di piante tintorie, piante come la robbia 
e il guado, il rosso e l'azzurro, due istituzioni tintorie insomma. 
Successivamente anche la scoperta del ferrò cambio notevolmente 
l'approccio dell'uomo con la tessitura e la tintura. Ma tornando agli 
Egizi, possiamo dire che i nordafricani del Medio Regno (2000 a.C. 
ca.) furono i primi maestri tintori. Sicuramente la tintura fu 
strettamente legata ad un'altra materia prima vegetale che sulle 
sponde del Nilo cresceva a meraviglia: il lino. Tuttavia il Brunello nel 
suo libro L'arte della Tintura nella storia dell'umanità (Brunello, 1968) 
informa sul fatto che tessitori e tintori, ancor meno i tessitori, non 
godessero di gran fama presso la società egizia nonostante la loro 
grande maestria. Parlando di tintori questa poca considerazione può 
essere associata al fatto dei cattivi odori, essendo che la macerazione 
di alcuni vegetali non fosse proprio profumata o per il frequente uso 
di urina fermentata utilizzata per l'estrazione del pigmenti. I tintori 
egiziani e mediorientali tingevano principalmente con l'henné, 
estraevano il giallo da curcuma, buccia di melograno, cartamo e 
zafferano, gli azzurri da guado e indaco, il rosso dalla robbia. Il colore 
nella società dei faraoni aveva un ruolo primario, a tal proposito tra 
le pagine de II significato dei colori nelle civiltà antiche (Pompas 
Luzzatto, 1988) si legge 
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In Egitto i colori venivano considerati dei segni indicatori 
dell'«essenza delle cose e non della loro apparenza», come testimonia 
la parola egiziana usata per «colore» che significava anche «essere»; 
secondo questo pensiero i colori erano stati separati dal corpo divino 
all'atto della creazione ed erano stati assegnati ad ogni popolo, ad 
ogni animale, pianta o minerale, per contrassegnarne la particolarità. 
Degno di nota è anche la tradizione tessile e tintoria degli ebrei, 
documentata in testi come la Bibbia, essi al lino preferivano la lana e 
davano grandissima importanza all'arte tintoria. Nei loro bagni di 
tintura usavano le galle di quercia, i mirtilli, il kermes, insetto 
parassita della quercia. Per capire quanto il colore fosse importante 
per la cultura ebraica si può fare l'esempio del hosen, o pettorale del 
giudizio, se ne parla nell'Esodo, esso doveva essere confezionato in 
oro, azzurro, scarlatto e porpora con quattro ordini di tre pietre 
preziose ciascuno, recanti i nomi delle dodici tribù di Israele. Ma 
come i più raffinati e prestigiosi tintori del mondo antico vengo i 
ricordati i fenici, infatti il loro nome viene indissolubilmente legato ad 
un colore naturale estratto da un mollusco del tipo murex, dal quale 
si ricava la porpora. Anche se mitologia, storia e archeologia 
concordano nell'attribuire questa scoperta ai Cretesi, furono i Fenici 
a diffonderla commercialmente. 

Nel già citato libro II significato dei colori nelle civiltà antiche 
(Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) si apprende che 

«Fenici» deriva dal greco Phoinikeoi che significa «gente del paese 
della porpora», e questo nesso tra il loro nome e il colore è presente 
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anche nell'Antico Testamento dove sono chiamati «Cananei» cioè 
«Rossi». 

Più tardi continua scrivendo 

La produzione di tessuti colorati e in particolar modo di quelli tinti in 
color porpora costituì l'industria più importante di tutta la Fenicia, 
celebre in tutto il mondo antico. 

Questa colorazione veniva ottenuta estraendo il succo dalle conchiglie 
di murice e fissandolo con un mordente: a seconda delle quantità 
usate, si realizzavano sfumature di colori dal rosa al rosso, al violetto, 
al viola scuro. 

La porpora era pregiatissima e ricercatissima, tuttavia anche 
costosissima, i fenici, maestri della porpora infatti crearono centri di 
manifattura in tutto il Mediterraneo. Erano necessarie grandi 
quantità di molluschi per tingere in porpora, con grande dispendio di 
energie, per questo talvolta la porpora veniva miscelata in bagni di 
tintura con altre sostante tintorie come zafferano, malva, oricello e 
anche kermes, in modo da ottenere la viaria gamma di rossi e viola. 
Degni di nota sono anche i tintori persiani la quale specialità era il 
cremisi ottenuto dalla femmina del Cocus ilicis. Nell'Estremo Oriente 
vanno menzionati cinesi e giapponesi per la manifattura della seta 
declinata poi in vari colori, e l'arte tintoria era tenuta in gran segreto 
da chi ne conosceva i trucchi. Tornando ad ovest si apprende che 
anche il popolo greco si dette da fare con l'arte tintoria, decantata 
anche da Omero, Pompas e Luzzatto, nel già citato trattato sui colori 
(Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) scrivono 
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Gli antichi Greci erano anche abili tintori: sempre i poemi omerici ci 
mostrano Nestore e Telemaco vestiti con «mantelli purpurei» (Od. IV 
115, 154), la regina dei Feaci che gira il «fuso purpureo» (Od. VI 153), 
Nausicaa che indossa vesti a colori vivaci (Od. VI 26), drappi purpurei 
gettati sui troni (Od. X 352), abiti plumbei del lutto (II. Il 644,637; Od. 
XII 100); infine vasi dipinti di rosso e il letto di Odisseo ricoperto da 
una stoffa rossa. 

Anche i greci dunque lavoravano la porpora e in più si avvalevano di 
tinture con oricello e robbia per il rosso, zafferano e reseda per i 
gialli, il guado per l'azzurro, mallo di noce per i toni scuri e in qualità 
di mordente essendo ricco per natura di tannini, così come anche la 
corteccia di quercia, in più applicando mordenzature ferrose 
riuscivano ad ottenere i grigi e i neri. Con la colonizzazione greca 
venne esportata l'arte tintoria anche in Italia, e quest'arte venne 
piano piano assorbita anche dal popolo romano, inizialmente più 
rozzo sul vestire. Nell'Italia meridionale, oltre alle tintorie ereditate 
dai greci, ne sorsero delle altre concentrate soprattutto a Siracusa, 
Sibari e Taranto, tintorie diventate celebri per la porpora prodotta. 
Taranto era specializzata nella tintura della porpora con l'oricello. 
Celebri furono anche le tintorie delle Isole Baleari e della Sardegna. A 
proposito di quest'ultima nel libro II popolo di Bronzo (Demontis, 
2005) si parla di centri di trasformazione della porpora in Sardegna, si 
può leggere infatti 

Era la città di Cornus posta sul mare, poco distante da Tharros sulla 
costa ovest della Sardegna, nella zona del Sinis. L'estrazione della 
porpora doveva essere una pratica antichissima in Sardegna, tanto 
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che l'abilità degli artigiani sardi venne sfruttata dagli invasori romani. 
Essi incrementarono la produzione di tale sostanza, infatti Livio ci 
tramanda che la porpora sarda, di ottima gualità, era richiestissima 
per la tintura delle toghe per i senatori romani. 

E a proposito delle toghe romane del trattato II Significato dei colori 
nelle civiltà antiche (Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) si legge 
La toga costituiva l'abbigliamento consueto in questo periodo e i suoi 
colori indicavano l'appartenenza a un ordine o il lutto o una carica 
pubblica: era «pura» o «candida», cioè bianchissima, sottoposta a 
candeggio, quando il cittadino romano doveva distinguersi dagli 
stranieri e dagli schiavi negli affari politici; era «nera» quando 
indicava il lutto e «purpurea» con ricami d'oro per i generali 
trionfatori. 

Le donne maritate di condizione elevata usavano il bordo di diverso 
colore al fondo dell'abito e un mantello tinto con colori vivaci: giallo, 
azzurro, rosso, verde, viola o nero. 

Centro importante fu anche Pompei dove oggi possiamo trovare le 
più interessanti e complete testimonianze sull'esercizio delle arti 
tessili, prime tra tutte le tintorie e le lavanderie di tessuti. I romani 
inoltre importarono il kermes dalla Spagna, tingevano di rosso con la 
robbia, di giallo con zafferano e reseda, usatissimo il guado per 
l'azzurro e le galle di quercia e il mallo di noce con mordenti ferrosi 
per la gamma dei bruni sino al nero. Tingevano prevalentemente 
tessuti di cotone, canapa, lino e lana. È poi doveroso citare il 
Medioevo, come dice Lundborg nel suo libro (Lundborg, 1983) epoca 
grigia per modo di dire, si apprende infatti che 
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Il guado, il chermes, la robbia furono importantissimi per la tintura 
nel Medioevo, quell'epoca spesso definita tanto grigia. Forse era 
grigia riferita ai vestiti del popolo. La sua lana la tingeva a casa e non 
aveva mezzi per acquistare tinte costose, ma doveva accontentarsi 
dei colori che facilmente si poteva recuperare nel regno vegetale. 
Ovunque si cercava in giro nelle piante, ben poco si trovava che non 
desse il giallo, il beige, il marrone: tinte bellissime e armoniose in sé 
stesse, non c'è dubbio, ma il blu, il rosso, il viola - più rare - 
continuavano ad essere quelle di prestigio. 

Si tingeva anche con la reseda, la ginestra dei tintori, l'ontano. Fu in 
questo periodo che i tintori e i tessitori si spostarono dall'Italia 
meridionale alla Toscana dando inizio alla storia dell'industria tessile 
e tintoria. Sino al Medioevo l'arte tintoria era anche un'arte 
segretissima della quale i tintori si avvalevano per difendere i propri 
diritti, esistevano varie classi di tintori: i più quotati erano i tintori del 
guado, seguivano quelli della robbia ed infine c'erano i tintori minori 
o di rifinitura. Tuttavia in questo periodo vennero svelati un po' di 
segreti con la pubblicazione dei primi libri sull'arte di tingere i tessuti, 
degni di nota sono La Mariegola dell'Arte dei tintori del 1479 e II 
Plichtori del 1540, entrambi stampati a Venezia, anche se le ricette 
non venivano trascritte nella loro interezza o i nomi delle piante 
talvolta apparivano incompleti. Verso il 1500 inoltre ci fu un 
avvenimento che stravolse completamente l'economia agraria dei 
prodotti tintori europei: la scoperta dell'America e della rotta di 
navigazione per l'Oriente. Questo ha significato l'affacciarsi di nuove 
sostante tintorie come il campeggio, la cocciniglia vera, ovvero il 
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parassita del fico d'india, l'indaco. Così il guado e la robbia, in primis, 
ma anche la reseda e il kermes si videro pian piano soppiantati da 
sostanze coloranti più efficaci e talvolta meno costose, questo 
nocette per lo più all'economia di paesi come l'Italia, la Francia e 
l'Inghilterra. Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983) scrive in merito 
Dopo la prima euforia, si diffuse un vero panico nella vecchia Europa. 
Furono emanate leggi che proibivano l'uso dell'indaco orientale, 
presentandolo come un prodotto nocivo, furono scritti libri, furono 
soprattutto ristrette le regole che delimitavano l'attività di ogni 
categoria di tintore. Soprattutto in Francia le disposizioni furono di 
una severità unica. Ciò contribuì a tenere alta per molti secoli 
successivi la stima dei prodotti tessili francesi. 

I trecento anni che seguirono cercarono di ristabilire l'equilibrio tra 
prodotti nazionali e d'importazione, inoltre vennero scritti altri 
trattati sull'arte tintoria come L'art de la tinture et des ettofes de 
laines, en grand et au petit téint nel 1750 e Delle porpore e delle 
materie vestiarie presso gli antichi nel 1786, inoltre all'inizio del 1800, 
furono fondate delle scuole di arti e mestieri, nell'indirizzo di chimica 
applicata doveva entrare a far parte la scuola per tintori. Tuttavia di lì 
a poco il mondo del tessile sarebbe stato colpito da un'enorme 
catastrofe: era il 1856 quando l'inglese William Henry Perkin, per 
puro caso, scoprì come produrre artificialmente il colore viola, la 
malveina, ottenuta ossidando l'anilina con bicromato potassico. 
Successivamente nel laboratorio di Friederich Baeyer all'Accademia 
delle Arti e dei Mestieri di Berlino, venne identificata la struttura 
chimica dell'alizarina, principio colorante rosso contenuto nella 
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radice della rabbia, e sempre Baeyer quindici anni dopo realizzò la 
sintesi dell'indaco. Con queste scoperte i coloranti chimici 
condannarono quelli naturali alla decadenza a causa della loro 
semplicità d'utilizzo e del loro prezzo più accessibile. Tuttavia, come 
forse ora ci si sta rendendo conto, hanno anche portato ad un 
progressivo allontanamento nei confronti deH'ambiente, dei suoi 
tempi e dei suoi spazi, ad uno sfruttamento e impoverimento della 
terra, sempre più inquinata da questo tipo di sostante chimiche e 
tossiche, nocive anche per la salute dell'uomo. Questo radicale 
cambiamento non solo nocette e nuoce all'ambiente e alla salute, ma 
ha cancellato dalla memoria umana tutta l'impalcatura simbolica che 
l'universo del colore aveva costruito nei millenni a favore di un 
mondo industrializzato e globalizzato. A tal proposito sarebbe 
opportuno chiudere con alcune righe tratte da II significato dei colori 
nelle civiltà antiche (Pompas Luzzato, 1988) 

Nel XXVIII secolo, lo luce dello «nuovo scienza» pose fine all'universo 
dei colori azzerando una cultura e una tradizione che aveva avuto le 
sue radici nella più remota antichità, facendolo quindi rinascere 
chimicamente in un mondo industrializzato, essenzialmente 
monocromatico o dialetticamente bicromotico in senso esclusivo, 
impigliandolo nell'ingranaggio del consumo, come osserva Manlio 
Brusatin. 

111.2. Il rosso 

Leggendo le prime righe sul capitolo dedicato al rosso nel libro II 
significato dei colori nelle civiltà antiche (Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) si 
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apprende che anticamente il concetto di rosso abbracciava una vasta 
gamma di sfumature che, passando per le terre, erano incluse tra il 
porpora, il viola e l'arancione. Erano, inoltre, vari i termini usati per 
indicare le diverse gradazioni: porpora, scarlatto, kèrmes, blatta, 
giacinto, ametista e colore tirio, per nominarne alcuni. Il Brunello 
(Brunello, 1968) per quanto riguarda i tessuti scrive 
Nella tintura dei tessuti, fin dai tempi neolitici, si sfruttarono diverse 
sostanze vegetale, come il «bietolone» o «spinacione», «il caglio di 
palude», «il succo di mirtillo» e la «robbia» della cui radici il principio 
colorante veniva estratto mediante fermentazione e che, dall'età del 
bronzo a quella dell'Impero romano, non conobbe mai insuccesso. 

La robbia (Rubia peregrina - Rubia tinctorum) è forse il più 
importante colorante naturale per il rosso e le sue gradazioni. La 
robbia è una pianta perenne e spontanea che si trova nelle siepi e nei 
luoghi sfuggiti alle coltivazioni (Rubia peregrina), naturalmente può 
essere anche coltivata (Rubia tinctorum), dal suo rizoma ramificato e 
lungo di color rosso si ricava la sostanza colorante usata in tintoria. 
Dalla robbia si possono ottenere colori che vanno dal rosa antico al 
granato, dal bordeaux al rosso mattone, dal rosso scarlatto al ruggine 
a seconda dei mordenti alla quale viene associata. Come già detto in 
precedenza la robbia, in passato, ha sempre goduto di grande fortuna 
e prestigio tanto da reggere l'economia di alcune nazioni come la 
Francia. Altri coloranti naturali che accompagnano la robbia sul filo 
rosso sono ad esempio l'Alkanna tinctoria, il kérmes (Coccus ilicis), 
l'oricello (Rocella tinctoria), la cocciniglia, le conchiglie dei generi 
Murex e Purpura. Di quest'ultima, la porpora che rese celebri i Fenici, 
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se n'è già parlato nelle pagine precedenti, nel corso della storia ha 
avuto grandissima importanza ed è sempre stata associata alla 
ricchezza ed alle classi sociali più alte. Tuttavia al giorno d'oggi non 
sarebbe un tipo di tintura sostenibile poiché per tingere pochi 
grammi di materiale ne occorrerebbero a migliaia. In passato la 
porpora, essendo dispendiosissima, si può dire che venisse anche 
contraffatta, "allungandola" con altre sostanze coloranti, come ad 
esempio l'oricello, un lichene che nonostante a prima vista abbia un 
aspetto morto e grigiastro nasconde un vivacissimo rosso. Si 
potrebbe ora proseguire parlando invece del kèrmes, un colorante 
estratto da un insetto, il Kermes vermilio, che vive sulla quercia 
spinosa (Pseudo cocifera) e sui lecci (Quercus ilex) o addirittura sulle 
querce della cocciniglia (Quercus coccifera), gli insetti una volta presi 
venivano uccisi immergendoli in una soluzione di aceto, di vino o 
d'acqua bollente, poi seccati e sbriciolati. Il kèrmes dava origine ad 
un rosso scarlatto, questo colorante animale viene anche chiamato 
falsa cocciniglia, poiché la vera cocciniglia era quella usata in America 
dagli Incas ed esempio, ed arrivò in Europa solo dopo la scoperta del 
Nuovo Mondo. La vera cocciniglia anch'essa viene estratta da un 
insetto, stavolta un parassita del fico d'india, vengono raccolte le 
femmine, tre volte l'anno e vengono uccise col vapore o nell'acqua 
bollente, poi lasciate seccare, il colore che ne deriva è un rosso 
sgargiante, il potere tintorio della cocciniglia è circa dieci volte 
superiore a quello del kèrmes. Virando verso rossi più scuri, come il 
granato, si potrebbe segnalare il rovo (Rubus ulmifolium Schott) dove 
venivano utilizzate le radici, per lo stesso colore veniva usata anche la 
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fitolacca o uva turca (Phytolacca decandra), una pianta originaria 
dell'America settentrionale importata in Europa, il colore viene 
estratto dalle bacche violacee. Mentre con la feccia di vino si può 
ottenere un bel rosso-bordeaux e con il papavero selvatico (Papaver 
Rhoeas) si ottiene un rosso violaceo. 

111.3. L'azzurro 

Ne II significato dei colori nelle civiltà antiche (Pompas Luzzatto, 
1988) si legge 

Brunello scrive che resti di tessuti preistorici tinti in turchino con il 
«guado» e in verde con una combinazione di azzurro e di giallo furono 
ritrovati nella zona del Salisburghese e che la loro scoperta attesta 
l'antichissimo uso del guado come sostanza tintoria blu. Afferma 
inoltre che si ottenevano tinture tessili blu-azzurre anche con le 
bacche del sambuco, il pastello, la malva, il giaggiolo, mentre con le 
bacche di mirtillo nero si avevano sfumature violacee. 

Anche gli Egiziani tingevano le stoffe con il guado e, secondo alcuni, 
con l'indaco. 

Più tardi si legge ancora 

In Palestina, presso Shechem, sono stati ritrovati i resti archeologici di 
un'antichissima tintoria specializzata nella produzione delle stoffe 
blu-azzurre. 

E ancora 

I Greci conoscevano le tinture tessili con guado o con pastello. 

Gun Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983) scrive 
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Sono soprattutto due piante che danno l'azzurro. Sono il guado (Isatis 
tinctoria) e l'indigofera (Indigofera tintoria). Nel mondo antico erano 
pochi i paesi in cui non si sapeva come estrarre l'azzurro dal guado o 
dall'indigofera. 

Alla luce di queste affermazioni appare chiaro a quali piante 
appartiene il totale regno dell'azzurro. Due piante che quando si sono 
trovate a convivere negli stessi luoghi, o meglio quando l'indigofera 
ha invaso il campo del guado, hanno vissuto un forte conflitto. Il 
guado è una è una pianta erbacea, bienne, robusta delle Cruciferae. 
Le foglie e le radici contengono una sostanza colorante turchina 
azzurro-blu, la indigotina, la stessa contenuta nell'indaco. Il guado è 
una pianta spontanea un Europa, nell'Africa settentrionale e in 
Oriente; nel passato veniva coltivato in Italia e in Francia. Ancora 
Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983) dice 

Nel XII sec. la sua coltivazione veniva seconda dopo il grano in 
Inghilterra, mentre in Francia la tecnica dell'estrazione fu talmente 
perfezionata che ancora oggi, negli antichi arazzi, l'azzurro del guado 
(guello più tenue) splende inalterato dopo secoli e secoli di 
esposizione alla luce. 

Con coltivazioni così ingenti di guado si può solo immaginare 
l'enorme scompiglio che si ebbe quando nei primi del 1500, con la 
scoperta dell'America e della rotta di navigazione per l'Oriente, 
affluirono nuovi colori sui mercati europei, tra cui l'indaco estratto 
dall'indigofera. Quest'ultimo viene estratto dalle foglie di diverse 
specie del genere Indigofera, soprattutto dall'indigofera tinctoria, 
(ma anche dall'indigofera argentea, dall'indigofera arrecta), coltivate 
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in Asia, in modo particolare in India, paese al quale ha dato il nome, 
in alcune regioni dell'Africa e deN'America meridionale. Di fatto 
sovrastò il guado, una volta entrata in Europa, poiché l'indigotina 
contenuta nelle foglie di indigofera rendeva dalle 16 alle 50 volte più 
dell'indaco estratto dal guado, dunque permetteva un risparmio 
notevole. Il processo di estrazione dell'indaco sia con il guado che 
con l'indigofera era abbastanza lungo poiché prevedeva la 
fermentazione talvolta con l'ausilio dell'urina. 

III.4. Il giallo 

Gun Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983) apre il suo capitolo dedicato al giallo 
scrivendo 

Per tingere in blu abbiamo praticamente solo l'indaco, per ottenere il 
rosso possiamo scegliere tra la radice della robbia, la cocciniglia del 
fico d'india, l'oricello, il chermes, ma per il giallo il campo si allarga: 
direi che tutta la natura non è che un esplodere in giallo! Troviamo 
magari una sfumatura più bella dell'altra, più o meno resistente alla 
luce e al tempo, ma ovungue troviamo il giallo. 

Luzzatto e Pompas (Pompas Luzzatto, 1988) confermano e scrivono 
Tra i coloranti vegetali molte e varie erano le sostanze dalle quali si 
poteva trarre una tintura gialla: i fiori di cotone, le bucce delle cipolle, 
lo zafferano, detto crocus e molto usato in Grecia e a Roma, il 
cartamo, la curcuma e le bucce di melograno, molto usate in Egitto. 
Infine Brunello cita Torcanetto e la tapsia, quest'ultima proveniente 
dalle coste della Libia e usata dalle donne greche per tingere la lana e 
per farsi i capelli biondi. 
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Dunque, a quanto pare, per i gialli c'è solo l'imbarazzo della scelta. 
Una pianta classica del giallo è la Reseda luteola detta anche guada o 
erba guada, un'erba spontanea e biennale che sviluppa dei fiorellini 
gialli, si raccoglie tutta la pianta fuorché le radici. Contiene luteina 
anche la ginestra (Genista tinctoria e Cystus scoparius), che dà un 
buon giallo pulcino purissimo. Altri fiori da utilizzare per i gialli sono 
ad esempio quello della margheritina gialla (Anthemis tinctoria) o 
quello del fiore di San Giacomo (Senecio jacobea). Regalano bei gialli 
anche le foglie di diversi trifogli, il salice, l'erica (Caluna vulgaris) e 
anche la cipolla. Con la cipolla si ha un ottimo giallo pieno utilizzando 
la buccia esterna. Anche la scorza del melograno dà vita ad un giallo 
molto stabile anche se non troppo brillante, inoltre non ha bisogno di 
mordenzatura, essendo la buccia ricca di tannini. Lo zafferano 
(Crocus sativus L.) ci regala una dei gialli più belli e preziosi, tra l'altro 
il nome attuale di questa pianta perenne della famiglia delle Iridacee 
viene dall'arabo za-faran che appunto significa giallo. Lo zafferano è 
preziosissimo, per ottenerne un chilogrammo occorrono mediamente 
200.000 fiori e 400 ore di lavoro. Nella tradizione tintoria sarda per 
ottenere il giallo venivano usate anche altre piante come la tapsia 
(Tapsia garganica) per un giallo pallido, la centaurea (Erytraea 
Centurium) per un giallo dorato e la velenosa celidònia (chelidonium 
maius) per ottenere un giallo senape. Non bisogna dimenticare quella 
che forse è la pianta più usata in Sardegna per scopi tintori: il gnidio 
(Daphne gnidium), un arbusto sempreverde diffuso nella macchia 
mediterranea. È una pianta tossica, per la tintura si usano rami e 
foglie e a seconda dei periodi nella quale viene raccolta si possono 
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ottenere un giallo tenue ma brillante, come anche un giallo scuro, un 
giallo cupo oppure un verde, sino al marrone e, a seconda della 
mordenzatura, anche un nero. Sembra a questo punto più che 
opportuno citare assieme ai gialli i marroni, visto che il passo è 
davvero breve. Sono ottimi per arrivare a queste tonalità soprattutto 
due alberi che sono l'ontano (Alnus glutinosa) e il noce (Junglans 
regia), entrambi ricchi di tannini, per tingere si può osare la scorza, le 
radici, le foglie e nel caso del noce anche il mallo sia fresco che secco. 
Altri alberi e piante dalla quali ricavare dei marroni belli e stabili sono 
la sughera (Quercus suber L.) dona un ottimo beige-marrone, 
l'alatèrno (Rhamnus alaternus) con un avana-marrone, la scopa da 
ciocco (Erica arborea) con un avana, dal fungo di Malta (Cynomorium 
coccineum), parassita delle radici di varie piante si ottiene un 
marrone scuro. 

111.5. Il verde 

Il verde, nel campo della tintura naturale merita un po' un discorso a 
sé, poiché nonostante la natura sia un brulicare di verdi, risulta 
difficile estrarre un colore verde puro per la tintura. Gun Lundborg 
(Lundborg, 1983) in maniera molto ironica scrive sul verde 
Sembro che la naturo si voglia prendere gioco di voi. Vi dà tutto meno 
che il verde. Nei libri di tintura potrete trovare bellissime ricette, ma 
al massimo si arriva ad un verde-giallo, o un verde-marrone o un 
verde-grigio. Certo, con una dose di solfato di rame, il verde viene 
fuori come per miracolo, ma questo non è il verde naturale della 
pianta. 
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Dunque il verde dipende dal mordente che viene utilizzato per 
estrarne il pigmento, col solfato di rame si può estrarre il verde da 
tanti tipi di foglie, è efficace anche a freddo, con delle foglie di fico si 
può ottenere un verde brillante. Tuttavia esiste un'altra alternativa, 
essendo il verde un colore secondario ottenuto dal connubio tra 
giallo e blu, in tintura si può applicare lo stesso principio, effettuando 
un doppio bagno di tintura dove è preferibile applicare un indaco 
leggero ad un forte e non viceversa. 

111.6. Il nero 

Anche il nero, come il verde, merita un discorso a parte, nel Trattato 
della Pittura, Leonardo Da Vinci scrive del nero come «il più scuro dei 
colori, negazione del colore stesso». Gun Lundborg (Lundborg, 1983) 
scrive 

Nel mondo vegetale non esiste il nero, ed è un colore che ha dato 
parecchi grattacapi ai tintori di tutti i tempi. Anticamente, per 
arrivare al nero ci volevano ore e ore di lavoro e nel bagno ci si 
metteva un po' di tutto: scorza e germogli di ontano, sommacco, 
solfato di ferro, galle tritate, cremor tartari, sale e crusca di grano. 

E più tardi continua scrivendo 

Si cercava il nero dappertutto nella natura e qualcuno credeva a volte 
di aver trovato la pianta adatta, ma si trattava sempre di una pianta 
ricca di tannino che, insieme a solfato di ferro, determinava il 
risultato finale. Altri provavano a tingere in blu scuro, a sovrapporre il 
rosso della robbia, ad aggiungere il solfato di ferro (eccolo di nuovo) e 
il solfato di rame e, in fondo, per togliere ogni traccia di blu, a 
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chiudere con il giallo. Ed eccoci qui, senza volerlo, per arrivare al nero 
ci ritroviamo con i tre colori base: il blu, il rosso e il giallo. Il risultato 
non era male. Era il più nero che si poteva fare con un minimo di 
ferro. 

Anche col nero capiamo che la differenza viene fatta dai mordenti, è 
cruciale il solfato di ferro per scurire il più possibile abbinato ai 
tannini contenuti nelle galle o nelle cortecce di alberi come castagno, 
leccio, faggio e quercia comune. Nella tradizione tintoria sarda per 
ottenere il nero si utilizzava il gnidio (Daphne gnidium), la già citata 
erba tintoria più usata in Sardegna, che di base dà le varie gradazioni 
di giallo e, assieme al campeggio (Haematoxylon campechianum), al 
vetriolo e al mallo di noce fresca veniva utilizzata per tingere di nero 
il tessuto d'orbace, in sostituzione al campeggio veniva utilizzata 
anche la corteccia dell'ontano nero (Anlus glutinosa L. Gaertner). Per 
ottenere il nero si utilizzava in Sardegna anche i frutti della tamarice 
(Tamarix gallica). Infine anche l'euforbia veniva utilizzata per tingere 
di nero l'orbace, dapprima dà il giallo e poi sottoponendo l'orbace a 
nuova bollitura assieme a campeggio e vetriolo, finalmente, arriva al 
tanto agognato nero. 
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Fig. 26 - la bottega del tintore del guardo - fonte: http://www.wikiwand.com/en/Natural_dye 


Fig.27 - la bottega del tintore della rabbia - 

fonte: http://www.accademiamedioevo.it/articolo/57/arte/COLORI-E-TINTURE-NEL-MEDIOEVO.html 
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Figg.28/29 - tinture naturali paleolitiche a freddo con rosmarino, linula viscosa, lentisco, buccia di cipolla rossa, fico, mora 
selvatica, fiore di ibiscus giallo, papavero selvatico e foglie di ibiscus - 
fonte: dell'autrice 
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Figg.30/31/32 - tintura naturale a freddo paleolitica corri linula viscosa, fiori di ginestra selvatica, foglie di lentisco, fiori di 
malva selvatica, foglie di malva selvatica e papavero selvatico, realizzate nel maggio 2017 a Sant'Antioco (CI) presso la 

stanza di Chiara Vigo - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.33 - radici di rubia tinctoria- 
fonte: http://www.terraeblu.it/it/prod/robbia-intera 



Fig.34 - tintura naturale con radici di rabbia - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/292241463304750397/ 



Fig.35 - abiti tradizionali coreani tinti naturalmente - fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/724516658775472101/ 
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Figg.36/37 - tintura naturale con cocciniglia - 
fonte: http://aroundtheblue.altervista.org/tintura-viola-cocciniglia-ed-indaco/ 


Fig.38 - la cocciniglia, nsetto parassita del fico d'india 
fonte: https://www.giardinaggio.org/giardinaggio/pa- 
rassiti-delle-piante/cocciniglia-che-cos-e.asp 




Fig.39 - tintura naturale con la fitolaca, nota anche come uva turca - 


fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/148196643960171407/ 
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Fig.40 - tessuti e filati tinti con l'indigofera tinctoria - 
fonte: https://es.pinterest.com/pin/ 


Fig.41 - tintura naturale in indaco - 
fonte: https://es.pinterest.com/pin/ 



Fig.42 - Indigofera tinctoria - fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/567383253046140657/ 
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Fig.45 - macerazione ed estrazione dell'indigotina dal guado - fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/526147168957799318/ 


Fig.43 - Isatis tinctoria - 


Fig.44 - tintura naturale con il guado - 
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Fig.46 - tintura naturale con reseda luteola - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/ 


Fig.47 - tintura naturale con la 
buccia di cipolla gialla - 
fonte: https://it.pmte- 
rest.com/pin/ 



Fig.48 - lo zafferano viene utilizzato sin dall'antichità per tingere i tessuti di giallo - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/ 
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Fig.49 - la buccia del melograno è un ottimo 
colorante naturale per i gialli, inoltre, essendo 
ricca di tannini non necessita mordenzatura - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/ 



Fig.50 - gomitoli di lana tinti naturalmente con l'elicriso, pianta molto 
legata anche alla medicina popolare - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/ 



Fig.51 - Daphne gnidium, detta gnidio, è la pianta più utilizzata della tradizione tintoria della Sardegna, permette di 
ottenere un bel giallo e fa da bese per i neri e i verdi - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/ 
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Fig.52 - tintura naturale verde realizzata con l'acetosella - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/473581717058084062/ 



Fig.53 - il solfato di rame è un mordente che permette al bagno di tintura di virare al verde - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.54 - i mordenti terrosi sono quasi indispensabili per arrivare alle 
gradazioni di nero - fonte: dell'autrice 


Fig.55 - la corteccia dell'ontano nero (Alnus glutinosa) abbinata con un mordente ferroso permette di ottenere un bagno di 
tintura nero - fonte: http://www.floraitaliae.actaplantarum.org/viewtopic. php?t=3758 
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IV. INCONTRI E DIALOGHI SUL NATURALE 


IV.l.INTERVISTA MAURIZIO SAVOLDO - LA ROBBIA 


Com'è nata l'idea della tua attività? 

La mia attività, ormai va avanti già da undici anni, quindi inizia ad 
essere già abbastanza ponderata, menomale, anche perché ormai 
non è facile tenere una partita iva in Italia. È nata da una tesi di 
laurea, mi sono laureato in scienze naturali, nel campo della botanica 
ed ho tenuto una tesi di laurea sulle piante tintorie del territorio. Poi, 
da lì, ho avuto la fortuna di collaborare con un'associazione di 
Milano, l'Associazione Maria Elda Salice, che lavorano in questo 
campo qua della ricerca e fanno anche sperimentazione con piante 
esotiche. All'epoca loro lavoravano su un libro sulle piante tintorie in 
Sardegna, però non avevano ancora definito il territorio, e quindi ci 
siamo conosciuti e ci siamo aiutati uno con l'altro. Nel senso che, io 
mi stavo laureando e quindi stavo lavorando sul territorio, loro 
avevano bisogno di un appoggio sulla Sardegna e da lì è nata una 
collaborazione che abbiamo portato avanti per diversi anni, lo son 
stato con loro anche in Francia, in Abruzzo, a Milano da loro, e quindi 
tramite loro ho fatto esperienza nel campo della tintura naturale. Poi 
tutto questo è sfociato anche in una pubblicazione, che è stata 
finanziata dal Comune di Atzara, Erbe e tinture in Sardegna, e 
abbiamo anche ricostruito la storia della tintura naturale in Sardegna 
e ad Atzara. Dunque è da lì che tutto ha avuto origine, pian piano è 
successo tutto, lo mi ero appena laureato e ho usufruito di un 
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finanziamento di un'allora legge regionale per incentivare le nuove 
attività innovative e da lì ho preso la palla al balzo ed ho aperto il 
laboratorio. Abbiamo iniziato con la tintura dei filati, perché l'idea era 
quella di dare un'innovazione alla tessitura, essendo un comparto 
molto in crisi ma anche un comparto che è stato molto importante 
per la Sardegna. La mia idea era quella di portare innovazione con le 
tinture naturali, che poi forse non era nemmeno un'innovazione 
perché fino agli anni settanta venivano ancora utilizzate, quindi 
potremmo meglio chiamarlo come un ritorno alla tradizione in chiave 
moderna. E diciamo che non è andata proprio come pensavo nel 
senso che alla fine con la tessitura non ho avuto un grosso riscontro, 
da parte dei tessitori in generale, forse complice la crisi o forse il fatto 
che la maggior parte dei tessitori sono persone grandi e quindi 
lavorano con una metodologia dove si risparmia inizialmente sul 
materiale, e quindi, insomma, ho fatto fatica a vendere il filato. Oggi 
è migliorata molto rispetto a prima. Quindi da lì abbiamo iniziato a 
lavorare noi i filati che tingevamo ed abbiamo iniziato a realizzare 
degli accessori d'abbigliamento, d'arredamento, reinventandoci, 
questo anche grazie al fatto che col tempo abbiamo collaborato 
anche con dei designers, abbiamo collaborato con altri artigiani, così 
abbiamo tratto ispirazione ed abbiamo realizzato anche dei manufatti 
dal valore artistico, come le tele colorate, le borse tradizionali 
rivisitate in chiave moderna, o i tappeti e poi riportando i filati anche 
su qualcosa di comune come può essere una sciarpa che è un 
qualcosa che teniamo sempre al collo e dove la pelle è molto 
soggetta ad allergie cutanee dovute a prodotti di sintesi. Poi diciamo 


76 



che io, essendo naturalista, ho sempre creduto nelle pratiche 
ecocompatibili e non dannose per l'uomo e per l'ambiente. Quindi 
c'è anche una grossa parte da naturalista nel tutto. Ed oggi ci 
ritroviamo a produrre dal filato agli accessori di abbigliamento e 
arredamento. Logicamente molta della produzione è a tiraggio 
limitato perché comunque il laboratorio è molto piccolo e poi 
copriamo una nicchia di mercato, non facciamo una produzione 
standard né di quantità perché credo che si perderebbe molto in 
qualità quindi cerchiamo di tenere un'alta qualità anche nel ciclo di 
lavorazione. Come progetto futuro c'è anche quello di un 
ampliamento dei locali, si nota che qua siamo stretti, anche per 
aumentare un po' la quantità, durante il periodo di Natale siamo 
proprio stretti anche perché poi arrivano gli ordini dei negozi, 
arrivano le nostre fiere, quest'anno siamo rimasti un po' scoperti col 
prodotto. Comunque il ciclo di lavorazione riprende la metodologia 
antica usata un tempo, dunque macerazione, decotto, infusione delle 
piante, tintura in un solvente solo acqua, quindi nessun utilizzo di 
solventi chimici. L'unica cosa che abbiamo cambiato sono i pentoloni, 
anziché usare i pentoloni in rame abbiamo optato per l'acciaio che a 
caldo non trasferisce nessuna sostanza e non influisce sulla tintura. 
Poi, logicamente, guardando la cartella colori, ci sono dei codici, ad 
ogni codice corrisponde una ricetta, naturalmente queste le ho 
sviluppate in base alle mie esigenze, ossia reperibilità della pianta, 
tempi di tintura, ho fatto anche un quadro economico, nel senso che 
ci sono alcune piante che costano tantissimo e quindi le abbiamo 
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lasciate stare perché, ad esempio, noi non abbiamo un cliente che sia 
disposto a pagare duecento euro una sciarpa. 


Come curiosità quali sono le piante o le sostanze coloranti più care? 

Molti, ad esempio, ci chiedono la porpora che sarebbe quasi 
impossibile da reperire, nel senso che ci vorrebbero quasi quasi gli 
schiavi perché è una tintura che si poteva fare solo a quell'epoca. 
Oppure l'oricello, che da un fucsia, è un lichene che, in tutto il bacino 
del Mediterraneo, cresce solo nella zona della Gallura, vicino a Santa 
Teresa, e, a parte che ha una crescita molto lenta, prima lo usavano 
solo per le vesti papali quindi è una tintura molto pregiata. La 
porpora è proprio una tintura d'élite, tu pensa che per tingere, se 
non ricordo male, due metri di tessuto ci volevano mille molluschi del 
genere murex, quindi una quantità spropositata. Oppure ad esempio 
c'è anche il ginepro che le radici danno un bel colore però anche in 
questo caso abbiamo preso una decisione ambientalista perché 
essendo protetto non si può impoverire il terreno, altrimenti sarebbe 
un controsenso, contribuire all'estinzione di una specie per produrre 
una sciarpa ecologica non ha nessun senso. 


Mi parleresti meglio delle piante che utilizzate? 

Allora, delle piante locali, le più importanti che abbiamo selezionato 
sono sicuramente la dafne gnidium, con la quale facciamo tutta la 
gamma dei gialli, dal giallo senape, giallo limone, giallo paglierino, 
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che poi usiamo come basi per fare i verdi, per fare il nero, questa è 
una pianta che usiamo tantissimo, anche perché è una pianta che è di 
facile reperibilità poi soprattutto non si impoverisce la specie. Noi, 
non avendo una coltivazione diretta, in questo caso ci forniamo 
direttamente dal territorio dove le piante crescono in maniera 
spontanea, quindi anche qui dobbiamo cerca il connubio tra azienda 
e territorio. E così facciamo anche con la rubia peregrina, la robbia 
selvatica, questa la usiamo per un trenta percento rispetto ai rossi 
che facciamo, il restante settanta percento usiamo la rubia tintorum 
che acquistiamo. Quindi sarebbe molto interessante se in Sardegna si 
sviluppassero delle coltivazioni di piante tintorie. Da poco è partito 
un progetto di Laore per la coltivazione di piante tintorie, ci siamo in 
mezzo anche noi, e staremo a vedere come andrà, però è buono che 
qualcosa si stia muovendo. Poi ci sono altre piante spontanee come 
la lavanda selvatica che qui cresce abbondante, e si può fare lo stesso 
discorso della dafne perché puoi recuperarla tramite potatura, poi 
qua ad Atzara cresce spontanea una delle piante tintorie più 
importanti che è la reseda luteola con la quale facciamo un giallo 
limone che è quasi fosforescente che sembrerebbe quasi sintetico 
come colore ed è solidissimo, qui cresce spontanea. Poi per alcune 
colorazioni che sfoggiamo solo in alcuni periodi dell'anno utilizziamo 
anche, ad esempio, l'alaterno che ci da' un giallo senape con tonalità 
ancora diverse dalle precedenti, diciamo che i gialli sono i più 
abbondanti. Poi alle volte facciamo un recupero di materiale di scarto 
in collaborazione con delle persone che lavorano in campagna, 
recuperiamo, ad esempio, quando puliscono il bosco parte della 
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roverella, parte del leccio, del corbezzolo, e così facciamo un lavoro 
di recupero, se non lo facessimo il materiale verrebbe bruciato invece 
noi realizziamo tutta quella gamma di colori che va dal tabacco al 
marroncino. Quello che invece utilizziamo tutto l'anno per il marrone 
è il mallo di noce, ormai, negli ultimi anni non lo stiamo nemmeno 
più acquistando perché c'è un ragazzo di un paese qua vicino che ce 
lo fornice perché ha una coltivazione di noci, era una vecchia 
coltivazione del nonno, lui l'ha ripresa quindi, quando raccoglie le 
noci, lui ci porta il mallo. Poi utilizziamo la cipolla per il giallo-dorato e 
anche qui è sempre un recupero di materiale di scarto, la buccia della 
cipolla ci viene fornita da un ristorante qua vicino. Mentre le piante 
che importiamo sono, ad esempio, il legno di campeggio, l'ultimo che 
ci hanno mandato, proviene dal Messico, mentre la cocciniglia viene 
dal Perù, poi abbiamo il guado che lo acquistiamo qua in Italia da La 
Campana, che si trova nelle Marche, è un'azienda che lo coltiva, 
oppure a volte usiamo l'indaco che solitamente arriva dall'India. 
Queste, a grossa linea, sono le piante che noi utilizziamo, ma in realtà 
ce ne sono tantissime altre, vedrai, tra quelle che si possono 
utilizzare c'è anche l'iperico, il mirto, biancospino, l'elicriso che da' 
una colorazione particolare perché poi la lana rimane profumata 
anche dopo alcuni lavaggi, ricordo che in Francia parlavano anche di 
un aspetto terapeutico della tintura di elicriso su una sciarpa. Poi ci 
sono molte piante primaverili come la carota selvatica, l'achillea. Poi 
utilizziamo anche l'henné, è una pianta che ho deciso di utilizzare 
perché la considero come l'unica pianta tintoria che ha continuato a 
resistere nel tempo, poi è una pianta che viene commerciata 
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facilmente, quindi di facile reperibilità e poi perché la considero come 
la testimone della tintura naturale. Quando io all'inizio parlavo di 
campeggio o di legno del Brasile nessuno sapeva cosa fossero, 
quest'ultimo adesso non lo utilizziamo più, perché no lo stanno più 
commercializzando, a quanto ho capito, siccome io mi appoggiavo ad 
una ditta tedesca che lo importava dal Brasile, è una pianta che 
attualmente è un po' in crisi in Brasile e quindi c'è il divieto di 
raccolta, probabilmente non ci sono coltivazioni, dava un bellissimo 
rosso-bordeaux un po' debole alla luce, infatti abbiamo sempre 
pensato che sia stata importata in Sardegna, perché mi è capitato di 
parlare con delle persone anziane di Desulo che dicevano che per il 
rosso prendevano un legno, marcio dicevano, magari come aspetto lo 
consideravano marcio, io un giorno gliel'ho fatto vedere e loro 
l'hanno riconosciuto. Poi c'è una leggenda, sai, un po' tutti i paesi di 
montagna sono paesi di commercianti, non avendo altro tuttora son 
dei bravissimo commercianti, in paesi come Tonara, Fonni, Desulo ci 
sono degli ottimi commercianti, e una signora "no, no, quella pianta 
che fa il rosso cresceva solo a Desulo" ed era questa, noi pensavamo 
che magari avessero trovato quel canale essendo commercianti si 
spostavano più spesso, e loro lo vendevano come se fosse loro. Era 
un po' come i fili di seta per il ricamo, qui fino a dieci anni fa si 
acquistavano solo a Desulo, solo loro perché erano riusciti ad 
importarli dalla Spagna non so come, loro importano le matasse 
grandi e facevano delle piccole matassine da quattro metri, lo adesso 
ho trovato la seta grezza e la sto tingendo. 
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A livello di mordenti cosa utilizzate? 


A livello di mordenti principalmente usiamo l'allume di rocca, poi 
usiamo anche il tannino che estraiamo dalle galle che sono delle 
palline che si creano dalla roverella quando subisce la puntura di un 
insetto, in sardo la chiamiamo so laddara, la frulliamo e la mettiamo 
nel bagno di tintura, questa è ricchissima di tannino, da sola da anche 
un color bronzo. Principalmente usiamo questi due. 


L'allume di rocca invece come lo reperite? 

L'allume di rocca è un sale che si trova in commercio, lo trovi anche in 
farmacia ad esempio, lo vendono anche sotto forma di pietra, è un 
astringente anche per sbloccare il sangue quando si fa la barba. È una 
pietra, si può trovare anche in zone minerarie, ad esempio, le zone 
minerarie più importanti mi pare che stessero in Toscana o in Lazio, 
infatti si chiamavano le alluminie. Noi principalmente usiamo allume 
e tannini, altri non ne usiamo, ci tanti altri mordenti, anche metallici 
solfato di rame, solfato di ferro con la quale puoi far virare il colore. 
Questi sono dei mordenti che si sono sempre utilizzati nella tintura 
naturale però io li considero un po' come un'aggiunta, quindi a noi 
non va molto di utilizzarli. Ad esempio vedi dei verdi militari, si fanno 
con l'aggiunta di solfato di ferro o solfato di rame ad una tintura che 
in origine è gialla o beige. Noi non li utilizziamo, noi, per i verdi 
abbiamo sempre utilizzato il metodo della doppia tintura, 
praticamente tingiamo in giallo e poi tingiamo in azzurro e in base 


82 




alle basi gialle o alle quantità di azzurro otteniamo diversi tipi di 
verdi. 


Ma la scelta di non usarli da dove viene? 

Non perché contengano dei metalli pesanti ma più che altro per 
tenere il bagno di tintura più pulito possibile. Poi, quando capita di 
fare dei lavori particolari lo usiamo. Solitamente son piccole cosettine 
che facciamo. Ad esempio, alle volte usiamo un po' di ossido di ferro, 
però praticamente lo estraiamo con dei chiodi arrugginiti, vedi, farlo 
così è più naturale, tra virgolette, piuttosto all'aggiunta di solfato di 
ferro, perché il solfato di ferro ha dello zolfo, invece nel caso dei 
chiodi in acqua estrai l'ossido di ferro. Noi, questo metodo lo 
utilizziamo ad esempio per il nero, per rafforzarlo, però tieni conto 
che si irrigidisce un po' la fibra. 


E invece a livello di fibre, quali utilizzate? 

Di fibre utilizziamo essenzialmente lana, sia quella di pecora sarda 
che di merinos, dipende da quello che dobbiamo realizzare anche se 
abbiamo realizzato anche delle mantelle in lana sarda. Poi usiamo la 
seta, tantissimo. Dunque tante fibre animali, poi fibre vegetali in 
piccola quantità, su richiesta, perché comunque per le fibre vegetali, i 
colori che noi garantiamo come solidità sono di meno rispetto a quelli 
ottenuti sulle fibre animali. Come fibre vegetali usiamo il lino, il 
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cotone, abbiamo tinto del bambù da poco, ogni tanto ci capita che 
qualcuno ci chieda di fare delle prove. 


E in quanto alla provenienza delle fibre? 

Per la lana di pecora sarda ci forniamo a Nule dal Tessile Crabolu 
perché ormai è l'unica filanda rimasta. Poi per la merinos ci 
appoggiamo ad un'azienda di Brescia e ad una di Milano, dipende 
dalle volte. Il greggio è di origine argentina, perché una volta 
avevamo chiesto la tracciabilità della materia prima. Avevamo 
escluso l'Australia per il problema del maltrattamento delle pecore, 
perché praticamente quando fanno la tosatura, bruciano la parte 
anteriore, il sedere, perché è la parte sporca e quindi per velocizzare 
il lavoro fanno questa bruciatura, sai che la lana si brucia e si 
polverizza però è ignifuga e non prende fuoco quindi si brucia solo 
quella parte. Invece la seta, il filato, ci viene fornito da un'azienda di 
Brescia, la filatura viene curata da loro, il greggio non credo, perché 
non ci sono più allevamenti di bacco da seta in Italia, tranne qualcuno 
che sta nascendo adesso. Mentre per i tessuti ci forniamo o a Como 
oppure ci capita a Prato. Troviamo spesso anche del raso di seta, 
siccome ho un amico che viaggia tra l'India e il Pakistan, è pachistano 
ma sta a Cagliari e fa il commerciante di mestiere e mi porta spesso 
del tessuto dall'India. Il cotone e il lino li prendiamo da Firenze, anche 
se ne utilizziamo poco. 

Peccato che in Sardegna si sia persa la coltivazione del lino che prima 
era tanto diffusa. 
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Purtroppo sì, però c'è una signora a San Basilio, vicino Cagliari, è un 
po' come Maria Corda di Orgosolo che è l'unica che fa l'allevamento 
del bacco da seta, e lei ha ripreso a fare la coltivazione del lino, lino 
sardo. Quindi lei fa la coltivazione, l'estrazione della fibra, quindi la 
macerazione nel fiume, come facevano un tempo, proprio all'antica. 
Poi col battitore separa la fibra e la fila, e se non sbaglio la tesse 
anche, se la vedi, cammina con un bastone, e ti chiedi come riesca a 
fare tutte queste cose. Ad Atzara non credo lo coltivassero a quanto 
mi ricordo, sicuramente lo coltivavano a Busachi e Samugheo perché 
il clima e più caldo rispetto a qui. Ricordo mia nonna, lei tesseva, che 
mi raccontava che andava a Samugheo a scambiare i prodotti, lei 
barattava fave o vino per prendere il lino. 


Qual è la gamma di prodotti che trattate? 

Trattiamo filati di lana sarda, filati di lana merinos, abbiamo tinto 
anche lana in fiocco che però non commerciamo, è solo su 
ordinazione, poi abbiamo i filati di seta, filati di lino e cotone su 
ordinazione, e poi accessori di arredamento e abbigliamento, quindi 
le sciarpe, scalda collo. Poi abbiamo sia il prodotto semi meccanico su 
telaio manuale sia il prodotto fatto a mano, ai ferri, questo lo 
abbiamo sulle cuffie, sulle sciape e sugli scalda colli. Poi abbiamo 
degli accessori di arredamento, dai tappeti agli arazzi, runner, cuscini. 
Quest'anno abbiamo fatto anche dei manicotti che però sono alpaca 
e lana, questi li abbiam fatti fare, poi noi li abbiamo tinti, perché ci 
vogliono dei macchinari particolari. Poi trattiamo delle borse che 
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realizziamo con tessuti che ci facciamo tessere oppure in orbace. 
Facciamo anche dei foulard, delle stole di seta, quest'anno abbiamo 
preso un tessuto nuovo di seta, una seta cruda a abbiamo fatto delle 
sciarpe. Poi adesso stiamo facendo dei lavori di eco print, sono delle 
stampe, utilizziamo la pianta direttamente sul tessuto, e poi a caldo, 
in acqua, con una tecnica particolare, legata, la pianta rilascia il 
colore direttamente sul tessuto e ne imprime la sua forma. 


Perché puntare sul naturale? 

Puntare sul naturale secondo me sarà un'esigenza, perché prima o 
poi ci dovremo sbattere la testa, il muso, ci sbatteremo tutto, perché 
il pianeta non può sopportare questo stile di vita che abbiamo. 
Secondo me abbiamo i mezzi e abbiamo le conoscenze per sviluppare 
delle attività ecocompatibili e non dannose per l'ambiente e la salute 
dell'uomo. Purtroppo devi andare contro le multinazionali ché non 
permettono e soprattutto ostacolano lo sviluppo di queste micro¬ 
attività. Una cosa che mi sta dando proprio fastidio è tutto il business 
che si sta sviluppando attorno alla tintura naturale, al biologico, 
sembra sia diventata una moda, quando ho iniziato io alla gente non 
gliene fregava niente. Al contempo non c'è una legge che tuteli le 
tinture naturali, c'è bisogno di tutela. Poi è molto importante anche il 
completamento di questa filiera ossia la coltivazione delle piante 
tintorie, vedi l'esempio del legno del Brasile, l'utilizzo sconsiderato ne 
ha messo a repentaglio la specie. Quindi la filiera dev'essere 
completa, un piccolo laboratorio come questo anche se noi abbiamo 
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scelto di utilizzare delle piante spontanee, senza impoverirle, non ha 
un impatto grosso, però pensando in grande. 


Ché poi alla fine è più che altro cambiata la mentalità, quella che vige 
ora è una mentalità consumistica, perché altrimenti, sino a cent'anni 
fa, veniva fatto tutto naturalmente, adesso son cambiate anche le 
esigenze, ed il naturale comunque si sposerebbe male con la 
mentalità consumistica dell'Industria. 

Esatto, c'è un modello consumista e prima di tutto bisogna lavorare 
su quello. Però tu pensa che oggi tutti i reflui della lavorazione 
sintetica, che sono poco controllati, per legge si dovrebbe avere un 
depuratore, in gran parte dei paesi in via di sviluppo, l'India per 
prima, che si sta sviluppando velocemente, gran parte delle attività 
che da artigianali diventano industriali, come successe all'Italia negli 
anni cinquanta, e l'ultima cosa della quale ci si cura è l'ambiente. 
Comunque prima o poi sul naturale ci dobbiamo tornare, volenti o 
nolenti, ognuno di noi nel suo piccolo può fare qualcosa, poi io sono 
consapevole che contro le multinazionali è una causa persa, deve 
cambiare proprio la mentalità del consumatore e tutto il sistema 
consumistico. È un discorso difficile, perché bisognerebbe partire 
proprio dall'alto, nel piccolo certo possiamo fare qualcosa tutti, come 
riciclare. 
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Invece cosa mi dici sul bacino d'utenza e la sensibilità del cliente? 


È cresciuto tantissimo il bacino d'utenza negli ultimi anni, forse 
perché appunto si conoscono tutte queste problematiche 
dell'inquinamento dei coloranti di sintesi, dell'originarsi di molte 
allergie cutanee. Diciamo che è molto vario, nel senso che comunque 
è una clientela molto comune, non abbiamo mai puntato alla 
clientela d'élite, cioè dovessi vendere una sciarpa a trecento euro è 
un discorso che nemmeno mi piacerebbe e non l'ho nemmeno mai 
cercato. Ho sempre cercato di creare un prodotto che sicuramente 
non posso svendere, però che abbia un rapporto qualità/prezzo 
accettabile. 


Quanto è importante il territorio, nel senso quanto è importante fare 
questo in Sardegna? 

Per me la Sardegna è stata sicuramente importante a livello di 
immagine, perché comunque fare questo in Sardegna, farlo in un 
piccolo paese del centro Sardegna ha avuto un valore, ha costruito 
una storia. Nel senso che rientro nel mio paese dopo aver studiato, 
dopo aver fatto esperienza, investo sul territorio, un territorio che si 
sta spopolando, quindi vai in controtendenza rispetto a tutto quello 
che sta succedendo, resistere alla città, resistere in base a tutto 
quello che si sta sviluppando adesso in base alla crisi. Non a caso si 
sono accorti tutti dell'attività ad esempio Linea Verde, Geo&Geo, 
Sardegnal, l'Unione Sarda, La Nuova Sardegna, sicuramente gran 
valore ha avuto farlo qui e partire da una storia che c'era già. 
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Logicamente il vantaggio di stare qui può essere anche a livello 
economico nel senso che io qui sono in affitto, pago un piccolo 
affitto, se dovessi andare a Cagliari mille auro d'affitto non 
basterebbero, sicuramente avrei un altro mercato però dovrei anche 
aumentare tanto la produzione, e non saprei se potessi supportare 
un aumento di produzione, anche a livello botanico, e poi, 
onestamente, alla fine, a me piace stare qua! Sto qui, respiro aria 
pulita, in due minuti sono a lavoro, non devo fare code, non devo 
respirare lo smog di Milano, ché a Milano ci vado spesso e so com'è. 
Logicamente, per un giovane, a volte qui manca un po' di 
movimento, però alla fine se hai voglia di spostarti, ti sposti. 


Comunque anche il fatto di essere nato in Sardegna ti ha reso più 
sensibile? La tradizione sarda ti ha portato a fare questo lavoro? 

Da questo punto di vista sì, tantissimo, anche perché molti segreti li 
ho appresi intervistando gli anziani del mio paese. Quando mi sono 
laureato io, nel 2003, c'erano signore e signori che all'epoca avevano 
novantacinque anni, quindi stiamo parlando di persone che hanno 
visto o sperimentato in prima persona, quindi si ricordavano, ad 
esempio anche la storia dei chiodi arrugginiti, è venuta fuori così, 
oppure la storia del campeggio, chiacchierando con loro, 
intervistando loro. E riprendendo anche un'arte che loro avevano 
vissuto e rivisitandola adesso in chiave moderna. Poi la cosa bella è 
che i primi periodi dopo che avevo aperto, venivano delle persone 
anziane, anche curiose di vedere quello che facessi, e magari 
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vedevano un giallo e dicevano "eh, quello lo facevamo anche noi 
così", gli ricordavano i colori che anche loro facevano sin da piccoli. 
Con loro ho imparato a riconoscere e conoscere un sacco di piante, 
anche se le prime interviste erano un macello, perché loro 
ricordavano solo i nomi in sardo quindi era difficile risalire al nome 
della piante. Infatti è capitato un sacco di volte che andassimo 
assieme in campagna per vederle. Avevo anche iniziato un lavoro di 
traduzione di tutti i nomi delle piante e catalogazione in base ad usi 
culinari, medicinali o tintori, mi ero proprio fissato. Pensi di avere un 
territorio povero che in realtà è ricchissimo. 


Invece per quanto riguarda i collegamenti esterni? 

Come ti dicevo, molto importante è il collegamento con Milano, poi 
con loro sono andato in Francia per fare degli stage, poi ho fatto una 
ricerca in Abruzzo, quindi avevo sperimentato anche piante locali 
abruzzesi, questo è stato il collegamento più importante. Devo dir la 
verità, che da quando ho iniziato l'attività produttiva sono un po' 
bloccato da quel punto di vista, per questioni di tempo. Infatti 
quest'anno mi prenderò un mese ed andremo in Messico, ed 
andremo in una zona che si chiama Campeche, da dove viene il 
campeggio così vediamo un po'. Stiamo prendendo dei contatti 
anche col Perù, il Sud America è ricco di queste tradizioni, infatti 
abbiamo un sacco di similitudini, vedi anche la tessitura, la tintura, la 
cocciniglia, lì ci sono coltivazioni per la cocciniglia, ci sono dei campi 
coltivati con fico d'india e poi vengono allevate le cocciniglie. 
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Mi ricorda un'analogia con un altro parassita che usavamo anche qua 
in Sardegna. 

Sì, quello è il chermes, parassita del leccio o della quercia spinosa. Si 
attacca sotto la foglia e si nutre delle sostanze nutritive della pianta. 
Tipo il liquore alchermes si chiama così perché veniva colorato al 
chermes. La Sardegna, nel periodo romano, versava a Roma quintali 
di cocciniglia per la tintura delle giubbe romane, questo lo dice un 
testo storico sulla tintura, il Brunello. 
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Fig.56 - il laboratoria La Robbia di Maurizio Savoldo nel suo paese natale Atzara (NU) - fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.57 - Maurizio Savoldo nel suo laboratorio - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.58 - parete del laboratorio La Robbia - fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.59 - Maurizio mostra un eco-print in bagno di tintura - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.60 - filati tinti naturalmente e gamma cromatica delle lane tinte del lavoratolo La Robbia di Maurizio Savoldo - 

fonte: La Robbia 
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Fig.61 - complementi d'arredo e pannelli decorativi realizzati da La Robbia- fonte: La Robbia 
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IV.2.INTERVISTA A CHIARA VIGO - MAESTRO DI BISSO 


ConrTè nata la passione per la tintura naturale e per tutto il tuo lavoro 
in questo campo? 

Nella mia famiglia si parla di tessuti da circa, certamente, quattro 
generazioni conosciute quindi diciamo da mia bisnonna e da sua 
mamma perché comunque abbiamo dei documenti certi. Poi, per 
trasmissione, noi abbiamo un canto che usiamo come preghiera 
all'alba e, praticamente, prima del canto io nomino ventinove nomi 
prima del mio, ed è una cosa che è arrivata in Sardegna, sicuramente, 
con un'origine ebraica. Perché gli unici testi che parlano di bisso, 
andiamo in 27-28 di Esodo e quando descrive le fogge del sacerdote 
Aronne le descrive in bisso ritorto, sbiondato in succo di cedro, 
ricamato a vari ricami tessuti, in porpora rossa, porpora viola, 
scarlatto e oro, che sono i colori della mia famiglia e l'esecuzione è 
proprio quella, cioè, è la descrizione esatta della nostra lavorazione 
del bisso. Allora diciamo che ai tempi di mia nonna e di mia bisnonna 
si pescava la pinna, quindi si estraeva l'animale, si aveva per ogni 
animale un bioccolo di trenta grammi che diventava poi circa quindici 
grammi di filato lungo, per cui chi avesse saputo filare lana avrebbe 
potuto filare questo perché è il bioccolo intero quindi è come il 
bioccolo di lana, cambia solo la morbidezza della fibra. Cos'è 
cambiato? È cambiato che nel 1981 io faccio una sperimentazione 
con Biologia Marina di Cagliari e naturalmente faccio il taglio della 
fibra, non mi andava di pescare l'animale per cui ho studiato il 
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sistema, però, pur avendo studiato il sistema l'ho usato in 
sperimentazione, oggi no perché prima di tutto non ho più vent'anni 
e poi perché ho da lavorare tutto il bisso di mia nonna e di mia 
bisnonna che basta per un'altra vita intera. Comunque esiste lo 
studio Torelli che dimostra che il taglio è possibile. Chiaramente 
bisogna vedere il bisso da un certo punto di vista, perché se noi 
volessimo fare un'analisi economica ed applicare il bisso ad un 
utilizzo immondo, ad esempio, non sarebbe possibile. Ti do un dato 
certo: in cento immersioni, con annessi e connessi, si possono 
portare in superficie circa trecento grammi di grezzo che diventano 
trenta grammi di pulito che diventano circa venti metri di filo ritorto. 
Con alla mano questo dato, se qualcuno avesse pensato di fare 
commercializzazione di questo, penso sia sufficiente a fermare la 
questione. Diciamo che l'animale vive venticinque anni, raggiunge 
altezze di un metro e dieci centimetri, è il più grande bivalve del 
Mediterraneo, ha però bisogno di un particolare habitat per 
riprodursi in banchi perché è un ermafrodita e si riproduce per 
gamete quindi ha bisogno di poseidonia, padina pavonia, corrente 
lenta ma continua, acqua perfettamente ossigenata, poco rumore 
marino, senza queste condizioni l'animale non si riproduce. E mentre 
col decreto del 1992 è stato salvaguardato l'animale, peccato che la 
protezione non sia stata applicata anche all'habitat, per cui è un 
decreto monco, perché se io devo proteggere un'animale, proteggo 
prima di tutto l'habitat, invece in questo caso non è così visto che 
ancora è consentita la pesca a strascico, quindi prima leviamo la 
pesca a strascico e poi possiamo parlare di protezione. Detto questo, 
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diciamo che è una fibra duttile, sottilissima, non ha peso né tatto, 
perché non si sente al tatto, è capace, una volta messa nella 
soluzione particolare composta da quindici alghe, succo di due limoni 
e succo di un cedro, di rendersi capace di catturare la luce perché 
questo avvenga però dev'essere emesso un suono, è sempre stato 
così. Ora, diciamo che io in bisso ho costruito gli stemmi di almeno 
venti città italiane, ho costruito il rosario di Benedetto XVI, la stola di 
papa Wojtyla, il canguro di Sidney, la cravatta, Il Leone delle Donne, 
ho costruito circa novantotto pezzi in circa quarantacinque anni di 
carriera. Diciamo che vengo da una famiglia che ha fatto tessuti, mio 
bisnonno era un maestro di sartoria, mia bisnonna era un maestro di 
ricamo in oro e argento su tulle, mia nonna era un maestro di tele da 
museo, mia zia Carmelina era una donna di medicina. Diciamo che io 
conosco anche tutti i colori a freddo e la tessitura arcaica, compresa 
quella a cintura. Per cui diciamo che in famiglia ci si è sempre 
occupati di tessuti, in teoria o in esecuzione ma comunque sempre di 
tessuti. Adesso bisogna vedere, perché l'Italia purtroppo è monca di 
leggi che difendano e proteggano il know-how di lavorazione italiana, 
per cui bisogna stare molto attenti a non esporsi a ruberie di vario 
genere. 


Parlami un po' delle piante e del sistema di tintura arcaico che utilizzi. 

Ecco per esempio, parlando di colore io uso un sistema che è 
paleolitico quindi a freddo, quindi senza l'utilizzo di additivi chimici, la 
mordenzatura avviene con tannini, oppure con sale, bisogna avere 
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rispetto delle fasi lunari perché comunque vira e cambia il colore, 
applicabile a lino, lana, cotone, canapa, iuta, agave, ortica e ginestra 
naturalmente con un processo diverso per ogni fibra. L'estrazione 
avviene per via acquea, con l'aggiunta di sale oppure avviene con 
l'aggiunta di tannini, come ad esempio un tappo di sughero imbevuto 
d'aceto e messo dentro la tintura. Si possono usare qualsiasi tipo di 
erba, frutta, fiori, radici, foglie eccetera, si può tingere un tessuto già 
tessuto oppure il filato che poi sarà tessuto, la particolarità è che il 
colore rimane luminoso, si trattiene nel tempo e, la cosa più 
importante, non inquina e non fa male alla pelle. 


Hai delle piante "predilette"? 

Bah, ad esempio con un'inula selvatica si può fare un verde brillante, 
con un'acetosella si può fare un giallo splendente, basta 
semplicemente raccogliere i fiori di acetosella, metterli a bagno in 
acqua e sale, aspettare il tempo giusto, si mette a bagno con una luna 
piena, poi dopo tre giorno l'acqua diventa gialla, a quel punto si filtra, 
al residuo si aggiunge un pezzetto di mollica di pane e si usa come 
concime per la terra, per le piante da frutto, nel senso che ritorna alla 
terra nutrendola e senza fare danno. 


E sulle fasi lunari cosa puoi dirmi? 

Allora, se tu metti un'erba a bagno in una luna piena ottieni il 
massimo del colore, se tu metti a bagno un'erba in una luna bassa tu 
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non ottieni il massimo del colore, però ci sono altri frutti tipo 
l'avocado che ti danno dei bellissimi colori tenui e pallidi anche 
mettendoli a bagno in una luna scura perché crea acido. C'è un 
calendario che risale a sempre, che è sempre stato usato, che se non 
viene rispettato non da il colore. 


Qual è la provenienza delle piante e dei mordenti che utilizzi? 

Allora io utilizzo sale oppure un tappo di sughero messo a bagno 
nell'aceto, l'aceto, in quantità minime non in grandi quantità. Ad 
esempio, ti do un dato standard per tingere un chilo di lana ci 
vogliono circa trecento grammi di foglie inula selvatica, per esempio, 
e tranquillamente due cucchiai di sale da cucina, dopodiché si lascia a 
macerare, l'acqua si tinge del colore, si filtra e viene messa a bagno la 
lana. L'inula selvatica col sale viene usata per innaffiare l'orto e 
quindi non permette ai parassiti di avvicinarsi. 


Perché puntare sul naturale? 

Allora, la mia maestria ha una norma molto importante "tutto quello 
che viene dalla terra deve tornare alla terra senza danneggiarla" 
perché se l'uomo non ha rispetto dei tempi della terra, la 
commercializzazione che sta facendo io la chiamerei distruzione, 
quindi tutte queste industrie che prendono e buttano così in acqua 
tutti i loro residui, sono quelle persone che non hanno capito che 
quando l'ultimo dei fiumi sarà avvelenato i loro figli non berranno 


100 




danari. Invece io voglio che i miei nipoti trovino sì quello che io ho 
costruito ma anche l'ambiente libero da scorie. Chiaramente questo 
discorso lo puoi fare su un tessuto storico come il mio, se scegli una 
tessitura da vendere allora siamo su altri parametri. Però se stiamo 
parlando di arte della tessitura, quindi il pezzo quando è finito è 
pronto e quindi è patrimonio di tutti allora va meglio. 


Tu ti servi della tintura naturale per realizzare che genere di cose? 

lo innanzitutto adesso insegno tintura naturale, però in genere il mio 
arazzo è in tintura naturale. Poi i miei allievi tingono un po' di tutto, 
hanno fatto anche delle tavole con delle prove di tintura su tessuto, 
lo amo molto insegnare la tessitura su chiodo, dove si riescono a 
creare delle forme semplicemente artistiche e quindi diciamo che 
adesso è il tempo di insegnare a chi lo desidera. Chiaramente le 
scuole di maestri durano quanto è necessario a chi apprende di 
apprendere, nel senso che io non sono d'accordo con i corsi perché 
limitano sia l'insegnante che l'apprendimento del ragazzo. Anche 
perché siamo tutti, menomale, diversi con uguali diritti, e chi viene da 
me ha diritto di imparare quello che chiede, quindi se gli servono due 
mesi gli darò due mesi e se gli servono due anni gli darò due anni, 
però l'allievo quando esce dalla mia stanza deve sapere cosa fa. 
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Quindi il concetto di tempo che c'è nella tua stanza è molto 
particolare? 

Allora il concetto di tempo nella mia stanza non esiste. Gli orari della 
mia stanza sono che quando non ci sono, sono andata e quando ci 
sono, son tornata, se non mi trovano tornano. La filosofia del tempo 
veloce è dell'industria, non è della tessitura, la tessitura di veloce non 
ha niente. Tutto quello che è velocità non è tessere, è muovere il 
telaio. 


Raccontami della tua tessitura e delle sue fasi. 

Il bisso una volta che è tagliato si porta in superficie e per venticinque 
giorni bisogna cambiargli l'acqua dolce sia di giorno che di notte ogni 
tre ore, altrimenti si sciocca la fibra e non sarebbe più utilizzabile, 
dopodiché cardatura e filatura sono lunghissime, perché un conto è 
cardare un bioccolo intero con l'animale morto e un conto, altra cosa 
è cardare una fibra piena di alghe, perché quando il bisso fuoriesce 
dall'animale è praticamente liquido, quindi imprigiona tutto quello 
che incontra. Ti faccio vedere un bioccolo pescato da mia nonna, 
vedi, se ben conservato con sale e fango dura anche millenni. Il bisso 
ha bisogno di essere amato, ha bisogno di ore di buoni pensieri. È 
un'arte che non si fa per obbligo, bisogna averla dentro. Formare il 
filo è come formare il filo di se stessi, tutto dev'essere attenzione e 
amore sennò stai facendo altro, lo conosco i telai semi meccanici, ma 
non mi piacciono proprio, non mi interessano. Perché io voglio una 
stanza dove il mondo tessa quello che gli serve, quello che vuole. 
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Forse è per questo che non hanno capito che io avevo creato un 
museo vivente, perché io non sono d'accordo sui musei morti, non 
raccontano nulla, ci sono, certo, cose molto belle conservate che 
però non parlano, un oggetto deve raccontare una storia, lo quando 
ho creato il museo, che poi il sindaco ha disfatto perché nessuno 
gliel'ha impedito, l'ho fatto perché volevo lasciare le mie tele alla mia 
gente poi, siccome il museo è stato cancellato, evidentemente quello 
che io ho fatto per una vita non interessa a nessuno, chiaramente io 
adesso mi sento libera di lasciare la mia collezione a chi voglio. Quindi 
tu mi chiedi che cos'è per me la tessitura? Per me la tessitura è la 
capacità di tessere rapporti prima che fili e prima che trame. Se la 
dimensione non è questa non mi interessa perché la ritengo un 
lavoro diverso. O vogliamo vedere la tessitura come costruzione di 
nuovi orizzonti e di fili che si incontrano e si vogliono incontrare e 
quindi di meditazione, e quindi di cura del particolare, senza tempo, 
senza tempo! O parliamo di tessitura o parliamo di lavoro in fabbrica, 
sono cose diverse. Se parliamo di tessitura parliamo dell'arte più 
antica del mondo, gli arazzi non sono per bellezza ma sono 
comunicazione. Vedi su tupinu 'e mortu che non è altro che un 
tessuto che racconta la storia del defunto, che vuol dire che i grecati 
vogliono dire qualcosa, se messi in un modo vogliono dire una cosa, 
se messi in un altro modo ne vogliono dire un'altra. Il problema della 
tessitura è che, prendiamo ad esempio i colori, i colori erano quei 
colori, la donna ricca usava il rosso, la donna povera usava il verde, la 
signora usava l'azzurro. Quindi si otteneva l'azzurro ad esempio con 
la bacca di mirto, tramite un processo lunghissimo che va fatto solo 
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nel periodo della primavera, sono con una determinata luce, e si 
usava per il copricapo del costume di Sant'Antioco che appunto è 
azzurro. Diciamo che la tessitura è stata quindi alla base della vita di 
una donna poi negli anni Sessanta sono venuti degli imbecilli, ci 
hanno dato i telai semi meccanici, abbiamo bruciato i nostri vecchi 
telai in noce delle nostre nonne, delle nostre ave perché dovevamo 
avere i tappeti da due metri, che non sono utili nelle nostre piccole 
case. Quindi diciamo che negli anni Sessanta in Sardegna è arrivata 
un'influenza della tessitura di Prato, hanno portato i telai meccanici 
ed hanno distrutto quella che era la tessitura parlata e vissuta. 


Quanto la Sardegna è importante e per te e quanto ha condizionato 
la tua poetica? Raccontami la tua Sardegna. 

Beh, diciamo che sono un animale strano perché io vivo in un'isola 
dove si sono conservate due etnie: una sarda, a Sant'Antioco si parla 
il sardo, ma a Calasetta, dove io sono nata, c'erano i miei nonni 
paterni e mio papà, si parla genovese. Quindi io sono proprio 
l'esempio di quando un bambino vive già con due lingue diverse, due 
abitudini diverse, questo penso sia consono a tutti i bambini che 
vivono in un'isola, perché Sant'Antioco, essendo un'isola nell'isola, è 
ancora più forte l'attaccamento alle tradizioni, agli usi, ai costumi, 
perché vivendo in un'isola ne conservi l'identità, chiunque venga è 
straniero, anche se viene da San Giovanni Suergiu è straniero, perché 
non è gente di mare. Se tu sei figlio di un'isola che sta nell'isola il 
mare, l'acqua per te assumono un aspetto sacro, capisci che il mare 
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comanda la tua vita e quindi si comporta di conseguenza, io non 
andrei al mare senza averne reverenza, sono cresciuta con il rispetto 
per l'habitat. lo sono cresciuta in una famiglia dove la porta era 
sempre aperta ed io non ho intenzione e non mi interessa chiudere la 
mia, la porta chiusa è indice di paura e io non sono una donna che ha 
paura. Quindi io sono cresciuta con la cadenza del tempo della mia 
arte misurato in un'isola, quindi senza fretta. Sono cresciuta in mezzo 
ai telai, con mia nonna, che era un maestro eccellente, mia nonna 
diventa Cavaliere della Repubblica Italiana nel 1959, stiamo parlando 
di una donna di Sant'Antioco, ora, se tu cresci in un ambiente dove 
sono tutti maestri, quello diventi. E quindi certo che la mia terra ha 
influito, eccome, sulla mia educazione, sulla mia calma, sulla mia 
serenità, sulla mia capacità di aspettare, sul mio modo di avere 
pazienza, perché senza pazienza non insegni l'arte, per insegnare non 
devi insegnare tu e l'altro ti deve ascoltare, è un concetto sbagliato di 
maestria, la maestria è e avviene quando il maestro diventa capace di 
trasferire con lo stesso discorso a venti menti diverse sennò non è un 
maestro. 


Parlami della figura del Maestro. 

Il Maestro è colui che ti da quello che conosce perché già non era 
suo, il Maestro aspetta il tuo tempo perché tu possa imparare non ti 
impone il suo. Intanto in arte è Maestro e non esiste il femminile, 
perché in italiano maestra è la maestra di scuola e io non sono quello, 
non sono una tessitrice e non sono una ricamatrice, io sono un 
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Maestro. Questo vuol dire che mi alzo all'alba, prego per la pace del 
mondo, un Maestro che non prega per la pace non è un Maestro, e 
un Maestro di tela tesse prima il ristoro dell'anima e poi la tela del 
telaio. Un Maestro non ti da niente, sei tu che ti porti via qualcosa a 
seconda del tuo bisogno quello che un Maestro ha. Il fatto è che non 
si ha più il concetto di maestria. Il maestro, come si intende oggi, è 
una persona staccata, è una persona irraggiungibile, tu prima hai 
detto una cosa importante, hai detto "ma io pensavo che fosse 
difficile raggiungerti" e perché hai pensato questo? Perché oggi, 
appena di una persona si scrivono due righe quella persona diventa 
irraggiungibile, quelli non sono Maestri, il Maestro è facilmente 
raggiungibile, Maestro è una persona che ha scelto di esserci sempre, 
non si sente disturbato. 


I contatti con l'esterno, con le persone, sono molto vivi? 

Sì, io ho contatti con tutto il mondo. Il tempo poi è quello che è, io li 
capisco ma sino ad un certo punto, nel senso che o capiscono che 
anche il mio tempo è prezioso oppure, diversamente, fanno quello 
che vogliono perché io non posso stare dietro alle follie del mondo di 
oggi. Per il resto, curo molto le pubbliche relazioni da anni, collaboro 
con le università e faccio seminari, faccio convegni, diciamo che è una 
carriera molto ricca, però, te l'ho detto, dipende da cosa la gente 
vuole, mi arrabbio quando continuano imperterriti a voler vedere 
corsi di corsa e commercializzazioni perché non è possibile e non ha 
senso, però capisco anche che il loro mondo è fatto di 
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commercializzazione, di ricerche di prodotti, e non capiscono che il 
mare non è così e non si può trattare così. E appunto, essere figli di 
un'isola significa anche questo, difendere quello che c'è da sempre 
facendo tanta attenzione. Poi è scontato che scegliendo una vita del 
genere bisogna stare a contatto col mondo perché è un'arte unica nel 
suo genere, una specialità molto antica legata a certi riti, compresa la 
preghiera, o capisci questo e la ami per la sua profondità oppure non 
la consideri nemmeno. Poi, io dieci anni fa ho creato il museo, poi il 
comune ha fatto le sue scelte politiche, nessuno si è opposto e 
benissimo, io proseguo per la mia strada. I Maestri non sono gestibili, 
e siccome non hanno interessi economici o gli dai le chiavi in mano 
portano avanti più un discorso di promozione dello status piuttosto 
che gli affari personali. Poi per quanto mi riguarda a me piace 
comunicare con mondo, non mi disturba nessuno, sono alla portata 
di tutti, lo sono del parere che un Maestro debba camminare 
comunque nella sua strada, che sia dritta o storta, sono scelte di vita 
che non c'entrano niente con il discorrere di oggi, vivono e si 
adagiano su una filosofia molto complessa, dunque o questo discorso 
viene capito o niente. Infatti su di me son stati fatti due film, si è 
scritto un libro, scritto quattro e-book internazionali con Amazon, ci 
sono scrittori e musicisti che si sono ispirati per poesie e musica. È 
normale anche che un Maestro sia d'ispirazione per altre arti, se è un 
Maestro, c'è il discorso di regalare la propria vita e allora diventa 
ispirazione, diventa movimento, diventa accoglienza, diventa 
comunicazione ma bisogna vedere cosa il mondo vuole. 
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Cosa pensi del mondo di oggi? 


lo penso semplicemente che se esistono dei posti come il mio dove i 
giovani si incontrano, si riuniscono, creano, poi vanno, poi tornano, 
se sono lasciati liberi i giovani sono la cosa più bella del mondo, lo 
non ritengo che ci sia nessun giovane stupido, semplicemente ci son 
diversi punti di vista, e se uno vuole veramente diventare, diventa 
quello che serve a lui stesso per essere. E non dev'essere 
diversamente, mentre invece in un laboratorio artigianale può 
diventare solo l'operaio che serve, a quel punto non sta cercando un 
percorso artistico, sta cercando un lavoro. Se viene nella mia stanza 
sta cercando se stesso, se va nella stanza di un artigiano sta cercando 
di lavorare, sono scelte, lo penso che i giovani abbiamo bisogno di 
spazi dove si sentano amati, lo ho sempre insegnato gratuitamente ai 
giovani che vengono da me, non sono d'accordo con la 
mercificazione della conoscenza. E l'università secondo me manca 
dell'unione tra il sapere e il saper fare, perché sapere teoricamente 
non vuol dire nulla, se tu leggi in archeologia come si fa il porpora io 
ti dico che non viene il rosso, non viene il rosso! 


Come si fa invece? 

Allora il rosso, intanto dipende da quale rosso e innanzitutto devi 
avere un minimo di nozione di chimica. Intanto il bisso è un collagene 
cheratinoso per cui o crei un acido che scioglie la cheratina e mi 
permette l'intromissione del colore, devi stare attento al tempo 
perché altrimenti perde il suo lucido invece non lo deve perdere. Ma 
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ci vogliono anni di esperienza per tingere perfettamente il bisso in 
porpora, non basta la nozione teorica. 


E il nero come si fa a freddo? So che è un colore molto difficile da 
ottenere. 

Il nero a freddo si fa solo con l'euforbia, una pianta selvatica con la 
foglia gialla, è velenosissima, lo poi non uso l'allume di rocca, non è 
una cosa che mi appartiene, l'allume di rocca è veleno, io non lo 
userò mai. Non mi interessa e non fa parte della mia maestria, io 
voglio insegnare ai giovani a rispettare l'ambiente, non a sporcarlo, 
perché poi i residui vanno nell'acqua che la gente beve. 


Ma che origine ha l'allume di rocca? 

L'allume di rocca nasce come un sale minerale, delle miniere Rocca, e 
veniva usato dalle principesse berbere per fare il bagno di nozze, per 
profumare la pelle. Però quelle miniere sono state chiuse nel 
Settecento quindi quello che c'è oggi in giro è chimico, peraltro 
velenosissimo, immagina che se tu vai ad utilizzare un deodorante 
all'allume di rocca ti va ad infiammare le ghiandole sottoascellari, se 
tu metti un vestito impregnato di quella roba, la tua pelle lo assorbe, 
questo bisogna dirlo. Iniziamo ad introdurre cose sane. 
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Fig.62 - Chiara Vigo al telaio orizzontale manuale tesse lino antico e bisso - fonte: dell'autrice 



Fig.63 - Chiara Vigo tesse in un piccolo telaio verticale bisso e oro - fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig. 64- il Maestro del bisso Chiara Vigo prega in riva al mare al tramonto per la pace nel mondo - 


fonte: dell'autrice 
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Figg.65/66 - tintura naturale paleolitica a freddo presso la stanza del Maestro Chiara Vigo a Sant'Antioco (CI) - 

fonte: dell'autrice 
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Fig.67 - Chiara Vigo tiene in mano un guscio di Pinna Nobilis, l'animale che produce la materia prima per il bisso 
marino - fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/93801604722795272/ 



Fig.68 - Chiara Vigo tiene in mano la sua opera "Il Leone delle Donne" - 
fonte: https://it.pinterest.com/pin/93801604722795272/ 
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IV.3.INTERVISTA A TOMASO SATTA 


Parlami del tuo percorso artistico e personale che ti ha portato alla 
tintura naturale. 

Allora io son partito da Venezia dove studiavo lingue e letterature 
straniere. In particolare ero molto attratto dall'arte islamica, Venezia 
rappresentava all'epoca l'unica università oltre a Napoli in questo 
campo quindi ho scelto Venezia, un po' per caso. Poi a Venezia mi 
sono iscritto all'università, ho fatto molta arte e architettura islamica 
e, in contemporanea, ovviamente, ero circondato dall'arte, 
circondato da tutta quest'arte del Cinquecento, del Seicento, del 
Settecento. Poi, per questioni di lavoro incontrai una signora con la 
quale ho collaborato alcuni anni che aveva una bellissima collezione 
di Mariano Fortuny, quindi io mi sono ritrovato a ventitré anni 
catapultato in questo universo che io non conoscevo assolutamente. 
La mia fortuna è stata che io parlassi l'inglese e il francese mentre 
questa signora non parlava nessuna delle due, e aveva molto clienti 
americani. Quindi grazie a lei ho anche viaggiato, negli Stati Uniti, in 
Europa eccetera. E ho iniziato anche io a collezionare dei pezzettini di 
Mariano Fortuny, poi Venezia ti porta anche a circondarti di una certa 
oggettistica. Avevo un bell'appartamento, acquistavo dei piccoli 
oggetti, anche arte sacra. E comunque questa collezione di Mariano 
Fortuny per me era molto cara all'epoca, io, ovviamente, avevo dei 
prezzi di favore. Ecco, è così che ho iniziato ad accumulare questi 
tessuti e basta, poi lavoravo a Venezia, lavoravo nell'organizzazione 
del Ballo del Doge che è una manifestazione molto conosciuta che 
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chiamava le belle cose. Poi ho incontrato due sorelle, le sorelle 
Minelli, due signore che avevano un atelier a Venezia e così ho 
iniziato a collaborare con loro, in quel momento mi occupavo 
prevalentemente creare disegni poi erano loro che stampavano e 
preparavano gli stampi e io mi occupavo anche dei clienti, delle loro 
scelte. Ho viaggiato molto negli Stati Uniti, loro ci tenevano tanto ad 
avere l'italiano che portasse loro il copriletto piuttosto che i cuscini, 
però si facevano delle belle vendite. Dunque ho lavorato in questo 
campo per vari anni, poi lavoravo anche in un negozio dove io, a mia 
volta, vendevo delle mie creazioni, era molto bello perché avevo un 
rapporto diretto con qualsiasi cliente entrasse. Poi, più o meno nel 
2000 mi sono trasferito in Francia, ho proseguito per un po' il mio 
percorso tessile a Lione, capitale della seta e della produzione tessile, 
della produzione del jacquard . E lì ho venduto tessuti, lavoravo con i 
negozi, compravo le collezioni, ho lavorato per Première Vision per 
l'inserimento dei giovani artisti. E poi nel 2004 ho fatto il mio primo 
viaggio in India, cambiamento radicale! Mi sono trovato in pieno 
tsunami , ho visto gente morta da tutte le parti, ho cambiato 
completamente visione della vita e del senso della vita, delle priorità 
della vita. E mi sono stufato di tutto il mondo del lusso, del mondo 
del denaro. Nel 2005 ho fatto una raccolta di denaro, assieme a degli 
amici, (raccogliere denaro è molto semplice, gestirlo è molto 
complicato) con l'idea di insegnare quel che sapevo. Tra l'altro ho 
insegnato a delle donne, magari violentate dai mariti o che magari 
avevano deciso di divorziare, delle tecniche che sono utilizzate in 
Francia, che sono state utilizzate da Mariano Fortuny ma che alla 
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base sono quelle che chiamano Les Indiennes, tecniche di uno stampo 
in blocco di legno che viene scolpito, viene data una forma 
positivo/negativo, viene messa della pittura sul positivo e questo 
blocco viene poi adagiato sul tessuto e il motivo viene ripetuto 
all'infinito. Quindi abbiamo creato con due associazioni, una belga ed 
una indiana, dei corsi dove ho insegnato. E lì dal 2005 al 2015, 
praticamente per dieci anni, andavo una, due, tre volte l'anno, 
naturalmente tutto a titolo gratuito, non era assolutamente nelle mie 
intenzioni sfruttare la struttura, commercializzare prodotti o lucrare 
da questo. L'idea era quella di formare delle categorie di donne con 
problemi, che magari avevano subito violenze o avevano deciso di 
separarsi dai rispettivi mariti, anche perché in India la donna vale 
niente, zero, divorziata ancor meno e l'unica possibilità diventa la 
prostituzione. Anche in città come Pondicherry, dove ho abitato il 
primo periodo, abbiamo incontrato queste donne, le abbiamo iniziate 
al cucito e abbiamo creato queste strutture che ancora funzionano, 
dopo dieci anni, nel 2015 sono tornato in India e abbiamo festeggiato 
i dieci anni d'attività. Siamo passati da una macchina da cucire a 
pedali, perché non c'era nemmeno l'elettricità, a una decina di 
macchine, elettriche, semiprofessionali, ci sono anche le figure degli 
insegnanti, un direttore d'atelier. Adesso lavorano in maniera 
indipendente e autonoma con gli Stati Uniti, col Belgio, hanno 
collaborato anche con una giovane stilista, Takla Makan, che ha 
creato delle collezioni che sono state presentate in Francia e negli 
Stati Uniti. E niente, io da circa sedici anni vivo in Francia, ho ripreso 
l'attività dopo un'interruzione e mi trovo in un'altra fase, quindi non 
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più tessuti chilometrici, l'idea è quella ti occuparmi di slow design, ho 
riiniziato anche se in realtà non l'ho mai interrotta perché continuavo 
in India. L'idea è quella di utilizzare delle vecchie lenzuola delle 
nonne, alcune le acquisto nei mercatini, altre me le regalano, però c'è 
tutto un rispetto per questo lavoro, nel senso che molti tessuti che mi 
vengono dati li rifiuto. Ad esempio se vedo che è un lenzuolo molto 
elaborato dove c'è un grosso lavoro dietro, non ha senso che io 
prenda questo tessuto, lo tagli e faccia esattamente quello che non 
ho voglia di fare. Per il resto prendo queste vecchie lenzuola, di lino, 
che si affiancano a dell'altro lino, fatto in una determinata maniera. 
Scelgo il lino per vari motivi, un po' anche per le mie origini perché io 
comunque avevo una nonna, la madre di mia madre, che coltivava il 
lino, lo piantava, lo portava nel fiume a macerare, lo faceva seccare, 
lo batteva, i semi venivano messi da parte, poi lo tesseva anche, 
aveva tutti gli strumenti. 

lo faccio della stampa, utilizzo dei colori naturali, tinture ne ho fatto 
però per me non è la cosa principale, però è importante che i miei 
tessuti abbiano questa componente. Adesso sto collaborando con 
un'amica, Marjorie Salles, che è un'esperta del rosso però si sta 
specializzando anche nel blu, io ho già fatto una collezione 2017 e 
l'idea è quella di fare un matrimonio su delle basi di indaco col nero, 
stampate prima del bagno di tintura, io questo l'ho già fatto però 
sono delle tecniche molto lunghe, bellissime, però ci si deve anche 
scontrare con la parte commerciale. In India ho visto fare cose del 
genere ad esempio col fango, il tessuto veniva ricoperto di fango 
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dove non si voleva che filtrasse il colore, come una sorta di batik 
senza la cera, e poi immerso nei bagni di indaco, 
lo quando vengo le mie opere, perché per me anche un cuscino è 
un'opera, è molto complicato spiegare quello che c'è dietro, un 
cuscino è un'opera però anziché metterla su una parete, la metti sul 
divano, però comunque il divano è uno spazio vissuto, per me è 
importante che le cose vengano utilizzate. Il lino per me è un tessuto 
di lusso e le mie opere non ha senso che non vengano utilizzate. Le 
mie opere son tutti pezzi unici perché dal momento che sono 
stampati a mano una ad uno, la temperatura non è mai la stessa, la 
pittura viene fatta sul momento e non ci sono ritardanti, cioè c'è un 
fissante, che di base non è naturale, ma potrebbe anche esserlo, poi 
le persone fanno quello che vogliono con le mie opere. Nel senso che 
faccio delle tele stampate con delle guide alle estremità, dove poter 
far passare del bambù e quindi possono essere appesi alle pareti, 
però senza di questi potrebbero essere anche adagiati su un tavolo o 
su una vecchia consolle, però io metto anche una fessura laterale in 
modo tale che quest'opera di 150x40 possa diventare, una volta 
riempito, anche un cuscino. 

Qual è la tua poetica artistica, le tue ispirazione da dove provengono? 
Mah, le mie ispirazioni sono il viaggio, è tutto quello che mi circonda. 
Ad esempio adesso si sente molto parlare di etico, di naturale, di 
biologico, di ecologico, vedo che molti colleghi in Francia raccontano 
e narrano delle storie: la pioggia, i profumi, le foglie, le piante, va 
bene, ma questo è un tipo di lavoro che c'è sempre, c'è sempre il 
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richiamo alla natura però c'è anche la città. Questa collezione blu¬ 
nero è ispirata da vari elementi, dai palazzi ai mosaici, penso ai 
grafismi, alla calligrafia araba, c'è un pannello che ho fatto ricorda 
una danza, c'è il mare, c'è l'acqua alta, ci sono le montagne. In dei 
pannelli molto grandi c'è anche un'influenza giapponese, creati con 
un unico movimento, quasi una cosa all'infinito. Poi son sempre stato 
attratto dalla calligrafia, e questo traspare, ho studiato greco, poi 
l'arabo. 

Volevo chiederti la provenienza dei tessuti e dei colori utilizzati. 

Allora, la provenienza dei tessuti oltre ai lini delle nonne, per essere 
un po' più commerciale, ci sono dei lini che io trovo ai mercatini, ma 
tanti proprio me li danno. Recentemente una signora borghese di 
Lione mi ha detto "guardi ho qualcosa di bellissimo per lei", erano 
bellissimi ed infatti ho detto "mi spiace, ma non li prendo", perché 
sarebbe come offendere il lavoro delle donne che li han fatti, donne 
che han passato delle ore e non l'han fatto per il proprio piacere, 
donne che si facevano il mazzo per realizzare quei tessuti, ed io come 
posso ritagliare questi. Da poco un'altra signora mi ha regalato dei 
sacchi in lino che venivano utilizzati per il prosciutto, un lino molto 
grezzo, addirittura hanno ancora delle macchie di sangue, non so 
ancora cosa ne farò ma sicuramente mi lascerò ispirare da queste 
macchie. Un'altra volta una signora mi donò delle vecchie lenzuola 
dove su un angolo era presente una piccola prova di ricamo floreale e 
da lì partì l'ispirazione per decorare tutta la superficie, usai dei vecchi 
stampi indiani assieme ad altri stampi contemporanei, poi conservai 
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quella piccola prova di ricamo, risaltandola con delle pennellate nere, 
all'interno di una teca che donai alla signora che mi aveva regalato 
quel lino. In realtà quello che mi piace è avere la storia di ogni singolo 
lenzuolo che uso, tant'è vero che ad ogni collezione, ogni lenzuolo è 
una collezione, ha le iniziali stampate, le opere hanno un codice, sono 
firmate, hanno un numero e il nome della collezione sono le iniziali 
che trovo sul lenzuolo. A volte, naturalmente, mi capita anche di 
lavorare su lenzuola della quale non conosco l'origine, però, a dir la 
verità, la maggior parte di quelle sulla quale ho lavorato sono 
appartenute a famiglie che conosco. E tra me e queste lenzuola è 
come se si instaurasse un rapporto, come ti ho detto, io non stampo 
metri di tessuto e poi ritaglio, ogni formato ha la sua storia, ha un 
inizio e una fine. Sul mio tavolo da lavoro, ad esempio, dove stampo, 
ci sono dei rimasugli, delle memorie, dei ritagli stampati che decido di 
non inserire nell'opera, rimangono sul tavolo, e anche quello è 
memoria, e anche quello è in vendita. Lo dico perché una volta un 
cliente ha voluto acquistare il mio tavolo, io ho pensato che fosse 
strano, naturalmente era un tavolo particolare, foderato di vari strati 
di tessuto perché appunto per le stampe è necessaria una superficie 
morbida, e questi strati si possono togliere. Ho acconsentito ed ho 
ritrovato il tessuto del mio tavolo da lavoro incorniciato e appeso al 
muro a casa di questa persona, molto bello. 
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Per i colori invece? 


Trovare i colori non è sempre semplice, soprattutto sapere se siano 
veramente naturali. Se potessi li farei io solo che diventa una cosa 
molto lunga, anche perché se un domani arrivasse un cliente 
chiedendo un preciso colore sarebbe difficile ripeterlo, le formule 
sono complicate, vorrei farlo però oggettivamente è molto 
complicato. Perché poi, ti ripeto, il colore varia a seconda 
dell'ambiente e del clima, alle volte ci son delle giornate che inizio a 
stampare per poi fermarmi e pensare "non è giornata!" perché 
magari c'è troppo freddo, c'è troppo umido, c'è troppo caldo. Per 
fare un mio cuscino c'è dietro un lavoro lunghissimo, bisogna 
preparare i colori, se son colori naturali è pronta la base, il pigmento, 
che poi va messo un certo quantitativo d'acqua, ovviamente son tutti 
colori ad acqua, poi per il fissaggio c'è una molecola che fissa il colore 
attraverso il calore. Quindi, a seconda della tipologia del tessuto, 
esistono dei forni, dei tunnel di calore, oppure si può usare un 
semplice ferro da stiro per fissare a caldo il colore. 

Dimmi meglio che genere di manufatti realizzi. 
lo realizzo prevalentemente dei pezzi unici. La collezione 2017 la sto 
presentando a vari negozi e i prodotti finiti sono delle tende, anzi, più 
che delle tende sono dei pannelli che misurano all'incirca tre metri, 
poi ci sono cuscini di quattro dimensioni, ho due shopping bags, poi 
fodero anche dei libricini, ed anche tessuto al metro. Però le persone 
che acquistano i miei tessuti, attualmente, sono persone con la quale 
ho un rapporto diretto, io vorrei che le mie opere viaggiassero, che 
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vengano usate, infatti tendo sempre a chiedere quale sarà la finalità 
dei miei tessuti, non mi interessa vendere cinque metri di tessuto 
solo per avere un guadagno. Tendo molto a privilegiare un rapporto 
diretto col cliente ed anche a fare proposte personalizzate. 

Perché pensi sia opportuno puntare sul naturale, sia a livello di 
tessuto che di tintura? 

Il naturale per me è importante da un punto di vista ecologico, ad 
esempio, io uso il lino, che è una pianta che ha bisogno di pochissima 
acqua, non ha bisogno di prodotti chimici per crescere, non è una 
cultura che impoverisce il terreno. Poi io lavoro con delle aziende 
dove non c'è uno sfruttamento del lavoro come Masters of linen che 
è una grande azienda ma rispetta una certa etica. Poi io appoggio il 
naturale anche da un punto di vista salutare. 

Sì, tu mi dicevi che hai un passato da naturopata. 

Sì, io ho un passato di naturopata però quando sono stato in India 
oltre a formare, io stesso mi son formato. Mi sono formato alla 
medicina ayurvetica, ai massaggi ayurvetici e a tante altre pratiche 
legate alla meditazione, al colore, alla cromoterapia, ai chakra. 

Il colore è fondamentale, perché tu quando, in campagna, vedi un 
fiore ti attrae? Perché è energia, lo, in realtà, metto anche 
un'intenzione cromatica in quello che faccio, non sempre, però è più 
forte di me. lo so benissimo che tu possa aver bisogno di un colore 
piuttosto che un altro, e questo non perché sia un veggente, ma 
perché mi sono formato, in Francia poi la cromoterapia è molto 
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sviluppata. Poi, tornando al discorso della tintura naturale, quando 
fai un qualcosa di artigianale l'energia che ci metti è un'altra. Poi, 
coloranti naturali vs coloranti chimici, vedi che la nostra società è 
piena di eczemi e problematiche dermatologiche, sì, lo stress può 
influire, però molte patologie dermatologiche sono anche legate ai 
coloranti artificiali, ai lavaggi. La pelle è il più grosso organo sul corpo 
ed assorbe tutto, quindi immagina la pelle tutto il giorno a contatto 
con questi prodotti, cosa ne può venir fuori?! 

Hai contatti esterni con altre persone che si muovono in questa 
direzione? 

Sì perché, ad esempio, in Francia esistono delle piccole fashion week 
e saloni dell'ecologico, del biologico e tutto quello che concerne 
l'arredamento. Ultimamente ci sono molte cose in canapa, bellissima 
la canapa, sanissima, vedo in giro borse, accessori, vestiti, lenzuola, 
bellissime. Ho dei dubbi su come vengano tinte però teoricamente, 
visti i prezzi, dovrebbero esser tinte con un certo criterio. Vedo più 
sensibilità ultimamente, anche in alcuni negozi dove vengono 
prediletti tessuti naturali, o vedi anche Miyake che si è messo ad 
usare il lino o Yamamoto ha utilizzato materie prime grezze come la 
canapa, il lino, della seta grezza. Comunque io conosco molta gente 
perché mi interesso. Poi è anche importante sapere che non sei solo 
a fare certe cose. 
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Qual è il tuo bacino d'utenza e la sensibilità del cliente? 

Le persone con la quale mi interfaccio sono delle persone molto 
attente, persone che amano il bello, alla quale piacciono le cose 
comode. E poi, alla fine, il nostro lavoro è quello di insegnamento, nel 
senso che una persona completamente disinteressata la vedi subito, 
lì allora non perdo il mio tempo. Il mio cliente può essere chiunque, 
naturalmente chi cerca un marchio conosciuto non viene da me. 
Faccio anche delle sciarpe, non te l'avevo detto, ed ho fatto anche 
dei kimono. Comunque le persone che comprano le mie opere si 
interessano alla storia che c'è dietro, sono persone che prediligono le 
cose fatte in una determinata maniera e che non vogliono schifezze, 
schifezze intese non a livello estetico ma come origine del prodotto. 

Quanto la geografia, i luoghi ed il territorio hanno condizionato il tuo 
lavoro e le tue scelte? 

lo sono impregnato da tante culture. Passo molto tempo a guardare 
la gente, come agisce, come si muove, come si veste. Chiaro che la 
Sardegna ha una storia del tessile, tappeti, costumi, gioielli, la 
filigrana o guardare anche i bronzetti sardi, insomma, sono tutte cose 
che mi hanno segnato, lo, ad esempio, sono molto sensibile a Maria 
Lai, ho anche comprato delle sue piccole opere. In Svizzera avevo 
conosciuto una signora novantenne che faceva tutto un lavoro di 
nodi, bellissimo. Poi, probabilmente Venezia mi ha colpito, nel senso 
che quando tu abiti a Venezia da ragazzino, anche non volendo ti 
impregni ti abitui al bello, all'arte. Poi l'India, una grande realtà 
tessile, io poi abito a Nimes che anche lei è una capitale del tessile. Il 
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denim, il jeans, è de-nimes, pare sia di Genova, questo cotone nelle 
regioni di Nimes e passava per Genova. I famosi Levi's 501 era il 
codice di una spedizione che era finita in America per sbaglio. 

Poi sarà che mi trovo sempre in certe situazioni o luoghi, la Sardegna, 
sono sardo ma sono nato in Svizzera, Venezia che ha una storia 
tessile, Lione e la storia della seta, Nimes e il denim, l'India per la 
seta, lo non seguo tendenze, non ne ho più bisogno, un'epoca sì, ne 
avevo bisogno, ma qua c'è anche un discorso di insicurezze, adesso 
non m'importa. Però devo dire che le persone che acquistano questo 
tipo di prodotto è gente che va al di là, però il lavoro da fare è ancora 
tanto, la gente spesso ha bisogno della marca, ha bisogno di 
identificarsi in qualcosa. 
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Fig.69 - Tomaso Satta e alcune delle sue opere - fonte: Philippe Lamotte 



Fig.70 - Alcune stampe su lino dell'artista Tomaso Satta - fonte: Tomaso Satta 
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Fig.70 - particolare di una stampa in nero e blu realizzata dall'artista - fonte: Tomaso Satta 



Fig.71 - utensili utilizzati da Tomaso per creare le sue stampe - 
fonte: Tomaso Satta 
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Fig.72 - cuscini in lino stampati - fonte: Tomaso Satta 


Fig.73 - pannelli in lino stapati a mano - fonte: Tomaso Satta 
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Fig.74 - cuscini in lino stampato a mano in blu e nero - fonte: Tomaso Satta 



Fig.75 - pannelli di lino stampati manualmente in nero - fonte: Tomaso Satta 
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using it in the case of externals ? 

One historic instance of this use of confession may 
be quoted here, though I must give others later. The 
French ambassador at Venice, M. de Canaye, wrote on 
June 6th, 1606, to King Henry IV. of France: 

“ Jesuit documents discovered at Bergamo and Padua 
prove that the Jesuits made use of confessions in order 
to gain information as to the capacity, disposition and 
mode of life of the penitents, the chief affairs of the towns 
in which they live, and that they have such an exact 
acquaintance with all these details that they know the 
strength, means, and circumstances of every state and 
every family.”* 

Several of the Popes also tried to do away with the 
serious abuses caused by the Jesuit utilisation of con¬ 
fessions. Thus Innocent X. urged them to abolish the 
practice of appointing as Superiors of a Settlement (House, 
Residence, or College) Jesuits who had for many years 
acted as confessors in the same Settlement. For it was 
almost impossible for the Superior who had been a Con¬ 
fessor not to utilise in the direction of his subordinates, 
who had formerly been his penitents, the knowledge 
acquired in the confessional, thus violating the seal of 
confession. But the Pope did not attain his end. The 
Eighth General Congregation (1646) coolly set aside the 
Papal request with the comment: 

“ As it might be advantageous to appoint confessors 
as Superiors, no change need be made in this respect; 

* J. Friedrich, Beitrage, p, 49. * 4 
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honourable men would not make a wrongful use of the 
secrets learnt in confession.”* 


CONSCIENCE-SEARCHING 

Closely connected with confession are two kinds of 
“conscience-searching” customary among Jesuits. The 
ordinary kind, which takes place twice a day, at mid-day 
and in the evening, does not call for any special remark, 
as it in no way differs from the conscience-searching before 
confession, which prevails throughout the Ultramontane 
Catholic Church. But the second kind is quite peculiar 
to the Jesuits. It is called the “ Particular Examina¬ 
tion.” 

Were it possible carefully to watch a Jesuit during 
the ordinary conscience-searching, he would be seen to 
draw out a little pocket-book and make notes in it. That 
is the “ particular examination book.” And were it 
possible to observe him the rest of the day he would be 
seen now and then to put his hand under his robe and pull 
something in the direction of his left shoulder. This 
means that he is pulling the “particular examination 
chain.” 

The Particular Examination is the searching for a 
single fault or endeavour to attain a special virtue, both 
faults and virtues being interpreted in the widest sense, 
since often little faults, peculiarities in manner, speaking, 

* J. Friedrich, Beitrage, pp. 67, 69. The official collection of the decrees of the 
Congregations contain no reference to these interesting proceedings (Prague, 1757; 
Rome, 1869-70). We shall see later how little reliance is to be placed on the 
Jesuit publications referring to the Order, no matter how official they may be. 
Of this I have already cited proofs (Chaps. IV. and V.). The matter is remark¬ 
able, too, as showing that Papal wishes are far from being commands to the 
Jesuit Order. Even distinct commands not infrequently meet with determined 
resistance from the Order, if it regards its own interests as endangered by them. 
This instructive point, which throws, a curious light on the “unconditional 
obedience of the Jesuits to the Pope,” will be discussed farther on. 
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walking, eating and the like, and the attainment of a 
courteous and polite bearing are made the objects of this 
examination. As a rule it is the Superiors, Novice-Master, 
or Confessor who determines which faults are to be com¬ 
bated, which virtues acquired by means of this Particular 
Examination. In any case they must be consulted 
about it, so that here, too, there is no scope for individual 
freedom. The formal and mechanical element, nowhere 
absent from the ascetic discipline of the Jesuits, and 
particularly marked in the Exercises, is manifested in 
very crude fashion in the use of the notebook and chain 
of the Particular Examination. Every victory over the 
fault, every achievement of the virtue, is recorded by 
means of pulling the chain, which consists of movable 
wooden beads representing units and tens, and at noon 
and in the evening the number of victories and virtuous 
actions is recorded in the note-book. These are added 
up every week and month, and the total compared with 
that for the previous month or week. In this way an 
account is kept and a balance struck, and now and then 
the Superior demands a statement of accounts. 

The Order lays great stress on the Particular Examina¬ 
tion, and the Exercises devote a special section to it. 
And doubtless it may prove very efficacious. Its injurious 
effect on the inner being and the ethical faculty is of no 
account to the egotism of the Order. It attains what it 
desires, the smooth polish of the individual, the planing 
away of all individuality. 


THE EXERCISES 

The theory and practice of Jesuit piety and ascetic 
discipline are combined in a powerful whole by the 
Exercises, which form the apex of the tower of Jesuit 
perfection. 

Y 
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Whether the Spiritual Exercises are to be regarded as 
an original work of Ignatius Loyola is a question scarcely 
worth raising, since it is undeniable that the founder of 
the Order, and through him the Order itself, gave them 
their particular impress and as it were monopolised them. 
But for the sake of historical accuracy, and in view of 
the extravagant assertions of the Jesuits concerning the 
origin of the Exercises, a few words may be added on 
this subject. 

Two quotations will show the haughty spirit character¬ 
istic of the Jesuits :— 

“ Ignatius certainly wrote them, but they were dictated to him 
by the Virgin. . . It was not for nothing that during the 
whole period of their composition she frequently appeared to him, 
and her light illumined his spirit even more than his eyes. And in 
order to remove all doubt the Mother of God herself revealed to one 
whose holiness deserves all credence* that the meditations were 
well pleasing to her, for she herself in her lifetime had often meditated 
on these matters, she had afterwards taught them to Ignatius and 
assisted him in writing them down.f 

“ The Venerable Father Louis de Ponte writes in the Life of the 
Venerable Father Balthasar Alvarez, that according to the faithful 
tradition derived from Father Jacob Laynez, the second General 
of the Society, it was generally considered that God had revealed 
the Exercises to St. Ignatius by special inspiration, and in con¬ 
sequence of a supernatural illumination of a soul sanctified to God. 
Ignatius, by the influence and through the advocacy of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, had attained the knowledge which enabled him to 
set them down in writing in their present form.” J 

To these boastful and superstitious absurdities we 
may oppose the fact that Ignatius found in the Bene¬ 
dictine convent at Montserrat an ascetic book by the 

* The Jesuit Alvarez. 

f Imago primi saeculi Societ. Jesu, Antwerp, 1040, p. 73- 

J Stoger, S. J., Die asketische Literatur uber die geistlichen ft bung en. Paris— 
Ratisbon, 1850, p. 43. 
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Benedictine monk Garcia de Cisneros, published about 
1500, which, during his residence at Manresa, suggested 
to him the composition of his Exercises. For this we 
have the definite testimony of the Benedictine Chanones 
of Montserrat, who at that time was the confessor of 
Ignatius.* 

The duration of the Exercises is fixed for a month, 
and on this account they are divided into first, second, 
third and fourth weeks. This division is retained even 
when the Exercises are compressed into eight or only 
three days. 

The full course of four weeks is only for Jesuits them¬ 
selves, and even they, as a rule, only go through them twice 
during their life in the Order—in the first year of the 
novitiate and after the completion of their course of studies 
in the tertiate. As a rule every Jesuit “ makes ” a week’s 
Exercises every year. Down to the end of the scholasticate 
the Exercises are “ given ” usually by the Superior or 
the spiritual father; after the scholasticate the Jesuit 
directs his own Exercises. 

Secular priests, too, as a rule only make a week’s 
Exercises, and those for the laity only last three days. 

In order to give, at any rate, a general impression of 
the Exercises I shall add a short table of contents, t But 
obviously it is not possible in this way to give any real 
impression of the peculiar riches they contain. The 
text of the Exercises fills forty-three quarto volumes of 
the Roman edition of the “ Institute of the Society of 
Jesus,” and they deal with various aspects of theology, 
psychology, philosophy, and asceticism. 

The Introduction consists of twenty “ annotations,” 
which assist the comprehension of the Exercises, and are 

* Cf. Yepez, Chronicon generale Ordinis Sti Benedicti, 1621, 4, 326 et seq. 
t The Latin text of the Exercises has been included in the editions of the 
" Institute,” e.g. the Roman edition of 1870, II. 375-418. There are also a number 
of separate editions in different languages. 
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intended to help the directors as well as the congrega¬ 
tion. 

Then follows the title : “ Some spiritual Exercises, by 
which a man may be so directed that he learn to overcome 
himself and direct his life free from the influence of harmful 
inclinations.” 

After preliminary remarks, which show great psycho¬ 
logical insight, as to the mutual understanding and avoid¬ 
ance of misunderstanding between the Exercise-Master 
and the exercitant and, as a corollary, between men in 
general, the “ Principle or Fundament ” is laid down, i.e. 
it is stated in a few effective words, “ that man was created 
in order to praise his Lord and God, and to attain blessed¬ 
ness by serving Him, and that all other things were created 
for the sake of man, to help him in the attainment of his 
goal.” 

Next come exact and detailed directions for the Par¬ 
ticular and General Examination, and then begins the 
first week, with five Exercises, the name given to the 
meditations for this week in contradistinction to those 
of the other weeks. 

The first Exercise deals under three headings with the 
“ threefold sin,” the sin of the angels, through which they 
were turned into devils; the sin of the first man and 
woman, through which all evil came into the world; and 
the deadly sin of any human being, through which he was 
condemned to hell. The second Exercise has five sec¬ 
tions on “ our own sins.” Third Exercise, repetition of the 
first and second Exercises. Fourth Exercise, repetition 
of the Third. Fifth Exercise, with five sections on hell. 

1. To see in imagination the great fires of the lower 
regions and the souls imprisoned in fiery bodies. 

2. To hear in imagination the lamentation, howling, 
crying, and blasphemies against Christ and His saints that 
issue thence. 
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3. To smell in imagination the smoke and horrible 
stench of brimstone and sulphur. 

4. To taste the bitterness of hell, the tears, remorse, 
and the worm that gnaws the conscience. 

5. To touch those fires by which those souls are being 
consumed. • 

The five Exercises of the first week, as well as those 
that follow, are introduced by a preparatory prayer and 
two preludes. In the prayer of preparation the exercitant 
is to ask for the grace that all his powers and actions may 
be directed to the honour and service of God. The first 
prelude is intended as a preparation of the place (com- 
positio loci), i.e. in contemplating objects with a visible 
and tangible basis such as scenes from the life of Christ, 
the imagination must be called into play to represent the 
places where the event occurred. But if the subject of 
contemplation is incorporeal, as, for instance, sin, the 
preparation of the place consists in imagining our souls 
imprisoned in our bodies as in a dungeon, and our whole 
being exiled in this vale of woe in the midst of raging 
beasts. The second prelude contains a prayer for the 
fruits peculiar to that particular contemplation. Thus, 
in contemplating the resurrection of Christ we should 
ask for the emotion of joy; in the case of His sorrow and 
suffering, for tears and anguish. 

Each Exercise, as well as each of the contemplations 
that follow, concludes with a colloquy, in which Christ 
is to be imagined as present, hanging on the cross, and 
addressed, now as a friend by a friend, now as a master 
by a servant. 

The first week concludes with directions for the dis¬ 
tribution of the contemplations among the various portions 
of the night and day, and additions, “ which are very useful 
for the better performance of the spiritual Exercises and 
the better finding of that which is desired.” The first 
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contemplation is to take place at midnight; the second 
early in the day, immediately on rising; the third before 
or after mass, fasting; the fourth in the afternoon; the 
fifth before supper. 

The additions include the following recommendations : 
In bed, before falling asleep, a short time should be given 
to pondering on the next subject of contemplation, as 
also immediately on waking. For contemplating a man 
may choose the attitude which will best assist him to 
attain the desired end, e.g. stretched out on the ground 
with face upturned or downcast, or standing, sitting, or 
kneeling; when meditating on sin, all cheerful thoughts 
must be excluded, because they check tears and sorrow, 
and for the same reason he should deprive himself of all 
the brightness of light, keeping doors and windows closed, 
except when reading or eating. . . . He should not 

look at anyone except when compelled to greet him, 
he should mortify himself in eating and sleeping, and 
inflict penance on himself by penitentiary girdles, iron 
chains, scourgings, and the like. In doing this, however, 
he should see to it that the pain is confined to the flesh 
and does not extend to the bones; therefore scourges of 
small cords should be used, that the blows may only reach 
the outward, not the inward parts. Those who do not 
experience the desired emotions, e.g. grief and consolation, 
are to change their practice in matters of sleeping, eating, 
penance, etc. 

The second week opens with the Contemplation of 
the kingdom of Christ, as though He were an earthly king, 
calling forth his soldiers to war. This Contemplation has 
two parts. In the first we are called upon to “ imagine 
an earthly king chosen by God, to whom all other Christian 
kings and peoples are to show honour and obedience.” 
This king announces to his subjects that he means to 
subdue every land of the infidels; all are to follow him 
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and be his comrades, share in his labours and difficulties, 
as well as in his victory. What answer shall his subjects 
give ? How base were that soldier who should refuse to 
follow! In the second part the parable is applied to 
Christ. This Contemplation, which on account of its 
importance is to be repeated, concludes with an address to 
Christ, in which the contemplant offers himself to Christ 
as His closest follower (quam possim proxime te sequar), 
if it be God’s will to choose him out for such a life. First 
Meditation, Of the Incarnation of Christ. It is decreed 
by the Three Persons of the Trinity in heaven, and carried 
out in the little house ( domuncula) of the Virgin Mary. 
Second Meditation, Of the birth of Christ. Third Medita¬ 
tion, repetition of the two former ones. Fourth Medita¬ 
tion, another repetition. Fifth Meditation, Application 
of the senses to the previous meditations. The persons 
should be seen with the eyes; and their conversation 
should be heard with the ears; the sweetness of their 
virtues is to be perceived by smell; with the sense 
of touch he is “ to touch and kiss the clothes, places, 
footprints, and all else that is connected with the holy 
persons.” After various meditations on the life of Christ 
there follows on the fourth day of this week, as a sort of 
culmination, the Meditation of the Two Flags; one the flag 
of Christ, our best Emperor, the other the flag of Lucifer, 
the chief foe of man. This meditation, too, is divided 
into two parts. First, the contemplant is to imagine the 
devil at Babylon, sitting on a throne of smoke and fire, 
terrible in face and form, summoning the innumerable 
lower devils and sending them forth into the world. 
Addressing them, he bids them spare no town, village, or 
person, but to seduce all to the love of wealth and honour, 
and so tempt them to pride. In contrast to this picture 
he is to imagine Christ standing in a lovely field near 
Jerusalem, fair of form and beautiful to behold, addressing 
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the faithful and sending them forth to lead men to poverty 
and humility. This meditation, which must be repeated 
four times, concludes with three addresses: to Mary, 
Christ, and God the Father. Then follows the Meditation 
on the Three Classes of Men. Three men have each 10,000 
ducats; they desire to attain salvation, and therefore to 
rid themselves of unlicensed affection for money. The 
first wishes it, but does not act. The second also wishes, 
but would like to bring God over to his own wish. The 
third remains quite indifferent; he will give up the money 
or not, just as God will. After a series of contemplations 
on the life of Christ, the second week closes with detailed 
directions as to the choice of vocation. In this is inserted 
an instruction on the “ Three Degrees of Humility.” 

The third week is entirely devoted to contemplations 
on Christ’s passion. To these are appended some “Buies 
for Moderation in Diet.” 

The fourth week is devoted to the Resurrection of 
Christ and His appearances on earth. One of the con¬ 
templations deals with the awakening of spiritual love. 
To this is appended “ The Three Methods of Prayer.” 

This concludes the regular Exercises. They are fol¬ 
lowed by fifty-one “ Mysteries of the Life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,” which may be utilised as subjects for con¬ 
templation. 

The whole is concluded by four kinds of rules : 1. For 
distinguishing the spiritual emotions aroused by the 
different classes of spirits. 2. For the distribution of 
alms. 3. For distinguishing the scruples which a demon 
puts into our minds. 4. For setting our feelings in harmony 
with the orthodox Church. 

The Spiritual Exercises might be called the heart of 
the Order, since it is the centre whence the Jesuit blood 
circulates through the whole body. All the Generals 
from Ignatius downwards are profuse in recommendation 
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of the Exercises, though it was only little by little and a 
good deal later that it became compulsory for all members 
to go through them every year. 

Here I may append some words of criticism. The 
structure of the Exercises is logical, with some psycholo¬ 
gical subtlety, and in spite of the simple diction they have 
some aesthetic beauty. 

Regarded from the standpoint of theological dogma, 
they might be designated as the most rigid compendium 
of the ultramontane Catholic doctrine of God, Christ, and 
the world. Here, as in the dogmatic system of the Church, 
there is no place for a world-riddle. Their psychological 
impetus is due to their absolute completeness, emphasised 
by the simplicity of outline and the occasional dramatic 
representation. Those who enter on them with faith 
are irresistibly seized by their complex impetus, and thus 
carried in the direction to which the Exercises apparently 
lead them, unconditional surrender to the Romish Church. 
I say “ apparently ” advisedly. 

Nor can it be denied that the Exercises inspire a con¬ 
ception of life which raises men above commonplace 
existence, and surrounds them with an ascetic coat of 
mail which protects them effectually against attacks from 
their lower nature. They lead to piety and, by way of 
purification, knowledge and love, to a higher stage of 
devotion to God, a devotion which necessarily bears a 
thoroughly ultramontane Catholic character. 

And yet my judgment on the Exercises can only be 
an adverse one. Not because the premises on which 
they are based, the Catholic dogma and its doctrines of 
God, Christ, and the world, are erroneous, and therefore 
also the pious and ascetic deductions which spring from 
them, but because the Exercises, in emphasising ultra¬ 
montane doctrine, force men under the Jesuit yoke most 



378 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

skilfully and successfully. All who make Exercises, and 
these include not merely Jesuits, but also thousands of 
priests, laity, men, women, youths, and maidens outside 
the ranks of the Society, become, without willing or even 
knowing it, sworn adherents of the Order; their religious, 
ethical, and ascetic consciousness receives a Jesuitical 
impress. And this is the object of the Exercises. That 
is why I designated the absolute devotion to the Romish 
Church as the “ apparent ” result. Behind this stands 
the final result, subjection of the exercitant to the Jesuit 
spirit, his adaptation into a Jesuit tool. 

I do not, however, believe that this was the conscious 
aim of Loyola. But, because the Jesuit spirit in its 
extremist form saturates the Exercises, the attainment 
of this object is a natural result, and indeed the Order 
has for a long time consciously used the Exercises for this 
end. Nowhere else in the wide domain of the system is 
the Jesuit spirit, so disastrous in its effects on the inner 
being of man, more strongly marked; nowhere else is its 
power of destroying personality more effective; nowhere 
else is its pseudo-mysticism so rife as in the Exercises. 

Its main characteristics are two: 

1. The supreme dominion of the formal and mechani¬ 
cal element. To anyone with any real comprehension of 
piety and true asceticism, the mere notion of compiling a 
detailed system of ascetic piety, with its dictates of “ Thus 
and no otherwise,” must appear monstrous. But this 
monstrous notion has been actualised by the Jesuits, for 
every individual that comes to them is forced into their 
system of Exercises. During the time devoted to them, 
whether four weeks, one week, or only three days, with the 
object of seeking God in quietude, every individual emotion 
is forbidden; every detail of the pious practices from 
first to last is prescribed, there is not the smallest scope 
for liberty; the deepest emotions of the soul, prayers 
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and discourses with God, all must follow fixed rules, which 
settle not only the manner hut also the place and time. 
All the outer and inner faculties of man, his five senses, 
understanding, will, feeling, imagination, the animal 
functions, sleeping, eating, everything indeed that relates 
to body or soul, is subjected to the system established by 
the Jesuits, and this is done in so impressive a manner, 
with such minute directions for the employment of every 
hour and minute, that the subjection of the whole person¬ 
ality is inevitable. Christian liberty is transformed into 
slavish and complete dependence. 

This extreme compulsion exercised over mind and heart 
is better realised when we remember that they represent 
the pious and ascetic aspirations of one individual, Ignatius 
Loyola. He, if we assume that he was the author, created 
them to satisfy his own particular needs. Then comes 
the Jesuit Order, and forces upon all, without exception, 
the Exercises fashioned to suit the bodily and spiritual 
needs of a Spaniard who died more than three hundred 
and fifty years ago. The Exercises may have been the 
expression of Ignatius’s individual piety. It is surely 
unnecessary to prove that they have no such individual 
application for others. Yet all alike are pressed into 
the Ignatian pattern, and moulded and shaped until the 
adaptation of the individual to the dress, not the dress 
to the individual, is complete. The Exercises may be 
likened to a machine built nearly four hundred years 
ago, but still in use to-day; it turns out the persons of 
all times, countries and classes put into it to one pattern, 
absolutely uniform in every detail of their being. This 
mechanical uniformity and the passive attitude of the 
exercitant find characteristic expression in what might 
appear a very insignificant detail. 

An exercise naturally suggests activity on the part of 
the agent, but the Spiritual Exercises exclude all personal 
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participation as much as possible, and lay the chief stress 
on the orders and instructions of the Director of Exercises. 
Accordingly Exercises are not made, but given (traduntur); 
the exercitant receives them. He is exercised and drilled 
by the command of the Director of Exercises and the hand¬ 
book of Exercises. (Libellus exercitiorum is the official 
designation of the written collection.) 

But, and here we come upon one of the most remark¬ 
able psychological subtleties, this suppression of independ¬ 
ence is carried out in such a fashion that the exercitant 
is not aware of it, but imagines that his understanding 
and will are at work, though the Exercises have long 
ago supplanted his own thought and volition.* 

2. Another fault is the prevalence of pseudo-mysticism 
and of the sensual element. Both are evident in every 
page of the Exercises, not only incidentally or as a spon¬ 
taneous development from a particular exercise, but in 
subtly calculated and systematic fashion. 

Piety is practised with the aid of the five senses, and 
their emotions (tears, sweet and painful sensations, kisses, 
handling) are as a rule the object aimed at. The prepara¬ 
tion of the place for each of the meditations is absolutely 
fatal to genuine prayer, but it skilfully imitates union 
with God on a sensual basis, and enwraps a man’s being 
in a pleasant supersensual atmosphere, whose close vapours 
are only too well suited to produce apparitions and 
ecstasies, in reality hysterical conditions and auto-sugges¬ 
tion. In the conduct of the Exercises it is really tfie 
nerves and, in spite of the emphasis apparently laid on 
them, not the reason and will, which form the link with 
God. Consider the effect on a sensitive nature, for instance, 

* On this account it seems to me that Holl, in his book Die geistlichen Ubungen 
des Ignatius von Loyola (Tubingen, 1905, p. 35), which contains much that is 
excellent, is mistaken in designating the Exercises as “ the highest achievement 
that can be demanded of a wise system of education.” Suppression of the pupil’s 
own activity, while retaining it in appearance, is in my opinion the highest achieve¬ 
ment of a false education. 
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of the Contemplation on hell, which calls into activity 
eyes, ears and the senses of taste and touch, or the direc¬ 
tions as to darkening the room. 

Doubtless it is effective from the point of view of the 
senses to call up Christ and Lucifer by the power of con¬ 
structive imagination, as is done in the Fundamental 
Contemplations concerning the Kingdom of Christ and 
the Two Flags. But is there any true connection between 
contemplations based on such plastic realism and the 
true Christ and His spirit ? Do they lead us a single 
step onward into the domain of true spiritual piety ? 
Can they indeed be called religious at all in the sense of 
the spirit and the truth ? 

Then consider the part played by the devil in the 
Exercises. Of course he is introduced as a person, for 
the personality of the devil is part of Romish dogma. 
But, according to the same dogma, he is also a spirit, and 
the impression made on the contemplant to whom he is 
presented as a corporeal being, endowed with every kind 
of terror, can only be of a coarsely sensual and pseudo¬ 
mystic character. This completely equipped hellish per¬ 
sonality meets us in the Exercises at every turn. All 
the lower emotions in man are represented as inspired 
by him; and he accompanies the individual everywhere. 
The Exercises must produce the impression that the 
world is literally full of devils, who run busily to and fro 
striving to drive men into the horrors of hell. They serve 
to arouse coarse sensual terror, and the result is that 
the terrified exercitant clings closely to the Director of 
Exercises and through him to the Jesuit Order. 

Indeed, the Exercises which every Jesuit has to repeat 
annually for a week enable us to understand why Jesuit 
devotional literature is for the most part devil-literature, 
and why the supersensuous in the shape of miracles and 
apparitions plays so large a part in it. 
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And this terror called forth through the imagination 
is a deliberate aim of the Exercises, since the three days’ 
Exercises for the laity consist almost exclusively of the 
meditations of the first week, which deal with sin, death, 
the judgment, hell, devil, purgatory, and leave the widest 
field for conjuring up fantastic terrors. I have already 
alluded to this in telling of my Eeldldrch experiences. 

Their relation to the Scriptures furnishes an instructive 
contrast. 

We should naturally expect that the Gospels would 
be the first book to be placed in the hands of the exercitant, 
with the admonition to a careful perusal. But no. The 
Gospels are brought to him almost exclusively through 
the Exercise Master. His addresses, which set forth the 
subjects for meditation on the life and teaching of Christ, 
supply the book which he is to read Tather than the 
Scriptures. Only once are they even mentioned, quite 
casually in an unimportant note on the second week, 
and even here the Gospels, as regards their value for edifica¬ 
tion, are put on the same footing as ordinary devotional 
literature which abounds in anti-Biblical pseudo-mysticism 
and hysterical imitation of piety. The note says : 

“ In the second and following weeks it will be advan¬ 
tageous to read in the Gospels or some pious book, 
such as ‘ The Imitation of Christ ’ or the ‘ Life of a 
Saint.’ ” 

Neglect of the Scriptures is, of course, typical of all 
Ultramontanism, but here we encounter a striking Jesuit 
peculiarity, a pretence of intimate study of the Scriptures 
through contemplation of mysteries from the life of Christ, 
in reality an absorption into the Jesuit spirit, which com¬ 
pletely dominates and expounds the contemplation of 
the Gospels. 

In this way, unnoticed by the exercitant and indeed 
almost imperceptibly, piety and asceticism are removed 
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from their natural soil in the Gospels and transplanted to 
a Jesuit foundation. 

I add some ordinances from the Constitutions and 
utterances of Jesuit authorities, which throw a strong 
light on the Jesuit conception of the Exercises, the method 
of giving them, and the persons to whom they should be 
given. 

“ But rarely and only in the case of specially fitted 
persons should the whole of the Exercises be given; but 
as many as possible should take those of the first week.”* 

The “Directory of Spiritual Exercises,” published in 
1599 by General Acquaviva by command of the fifth 
General Congregation, in the first chapter, “ How persons 
may be in duced to go through the Exercises,” states: 

“ Our members should resolve by agreeable persuasion 
(, suaviter ) to induce as many as possible to take the Exer¬ 
cises. . . . But they must be careful to do this 

discreetly and modestly, and at a fitting time and place 
without being troublesome or giving offence, and above 
all, taking care to give no room for suspicion that we are 
desirous of inducing them to enter the Order. . . . 

Our Father, the Blessed Ignatius, thought and advised 
that the best manner of doing so was at confession, not 
inappropriately and suddenly, but when a good occasion 
offers, arising either naturally or skilfully introduced. ”f 
And the instructions concerning the Director of Exercises 
state that he should be experienced in spiritual things, 
prudent, discreet, restrained, moderate, and careful in 
his speech. And he should also be agreeable to the 
exercitant, in order that he may more willingly give 
him his confidence. J 

Concerning women and the Exercises, General Acqua¬ 
viva wrote on July 1st, 1600, to the Jesuit Rector at Speier : 

* Const. VII., 4, Declar. F. 

f Dirertorium in exercitia spiritualia, I., 1, 2, 3. $ Ibid., 5, 1, 2. 
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“ As we have often written before, it does not seem to 
us worth while to give the Spiritual Exercises to women. 
. . . It will suffice if our members try to help them 

by means of spiritual books.”* 

Women are intellectually inferior, and the treasures 
of Jesuit asceticism should not be wasted on them. Such, 
at least, is the theory. Very different, however, is the 
practice, for women offer the most fruitful field for Jesuit 
cultivation. Through women they win influence over 
men, through women they collect wealth, and this Jesuitical 
pursuit is specially exercised in giving numerous Exercises 
to women of all classes. Of this I afterwards had some 
experiences of my own. 

From the Exercises have been developed the Popular 
Missions, which are really Exercises for the masses. Of 
these I must treat later. 


FRUITS OF JESUIT ASCETICISM 

The saying that a bad tree cannot produce good fruits 
is only true in the physical domain. In the moral sphere 
even bad trees, persons or systems, may produce some 
good fruits. Of course they are but secondary products, 
and can only be recognised when removed from the tree 
that produced them. 

This applies, too, to the tree of Jesuit asceticism; 
indeed the very worst part of its roots and aims, the con¬ 
stant supervision, has some good effects on the individual, 
in spite of the general harmfulness of its influence. The 
knowledge that we are watched by others leads us to watch 
ourselves; the attempts of others to fashion us inwardly 
and outwardly according to prescribed rules approved by 
us, helps us to fashion ourselves. 

* From the archives of the German province. Duhr, S.J., Geschichte der 
Jesuiten in den Ldndern deutscher Zunge, Freiburg, 1907, p. 467. 
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This is how Jesuits become past masters in self-control 
and self-restraint. 

Every emotion, even the slightest, every action, no 
matter how insignificant, is the object of their severest self- 
scrutiny, and they suppress ruthlessly everything in them¬ 
selves which does not correspond to the pattern set before 
them by the Order. 

While in the Order I encountered wonderful instances 
of self-control and restraint; as occasion arises anger is 
forthcoming, or gentleness, a kindly laugh, or stern earnest, 
joy or grief. No child passes more naturally from tears 
to laughter than the well-drilled Jesuit from one emotion 
to its opposite. 

As his own emotions are objects for his contemplation, 
he looks on his own soul with the eyes of an unprejudiced 
third person; now he praises, now he blames, now he 
distinguishes, as though he were an objective, cold-blooded 
critic of the actions of another. Jesuits must also rise 
above bodily pain and pleasure, and keep their face un¬ 
moved. On one occasion, when I submitted to a very 
painful tooth operation without moving a muscle, the 
dentist at Miinchen-Gladbach, to whom we Jesuits were 
sent over from Exaeten when necessary, told me that 
in his wide experience Jesuits were the only patients who 
never winced under the most painful treatment. 

In similar wise the Jesuit moves no inner muscle, 
even under the most trying conditions. With a firm 
hand he cuts and burns away everything in himself which 
is opposed to Jesuit perfection. 

And in this respect I owe much gratitude to the Order. 
Its system taught me to set myself above things, and to 
distinguish between subjective feelings and objective 
facts. If in the terrible experiences which I passed 
through after my breach with the Order, I never broke 
down completely, but, in spite of the despair in my heart, 

z 
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contrived to hold my head erect, this was the result of 
Jesuit training and the capacity there acquired of keeping 
in sight, amid the darkness cast by the feelings and passions 
of my soul, the road of duty and actuality which led 
beyond them. 

But if we set aside the good effects of self-control, 
which are experienced to some extent by all who give 
themselves up to Jesuit guidance, whether within the 
Order or without, the general result of its ascetic dis¬ 
cipline, as of its piety, is bad, for it is an unnatural 
caricature. 

I append a few samples of the results of Jesuit asceti¬ 
cism. I have already spoken of St. Aloysius of G-onzaga, 
whose modesty was manifested in a refusal to look at his 
own mother, an unnatural trait which has been eulogised 
in all the lives of this saint as worthy of imitation. 

In the Annual Letters of the Austrian Province, S.J., 
there is an account of the ascetic practices of the Jesuit 
pupils of the Jesuit College at Homonna in Hungary. 

“ The wearing of penitentiary girdles, inwoven with torturing 
hairs of rough iron wire, is of no account even if not common; 
spurring the body by such goads to higher things is of small account 
and by no means new; but sleeping on potsherds and on the hard 
ground is unusual, and, I might almost say, unheard of; lying on 
prickly boards, on the ground, covered with ice, snow, stones, 
thorns, nettles—this became a frequent custom with the Congre- 
ganists through a new and ingenious pious discovery. ... In short, 
there is need of a bridle to hold in the effervescing spirit, and great 
care in watching lest the bounds of prudence be overstepped.” 

The report then relates that a Congreganist, in order 
to subdue the lusts of the flesh, jumped into a tub of ice- 
cold water and was submerged in it up to his neck. Only 
with difficulty were they able to pull him out and thus 
save his life. 
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“ Another removed the soles from his shoes, and walked thus 
on ice and snow until the forbidden fires of Venus were quenched. 
Another sought to escape from the same fixe, but he had no ice where¬ 
with to extinguish the flame. He wasted away with emaciated 
body. Continuous fasts, frequent scourgings, iron penitentiary 
girdles broke down his physical strength, then suddenly he dis¬ 
covers in some remote place a decaying corpse which the worms 
are consuming; By itB side the Marian hero challenges the well- 
nigh triumphant Venus to battle ; he falls on his knees, puts his 
nose to the corpse, kisses it and receives in his open mouth the 
worms that crawl out of it, until {let antiquity hear it and veteran 
soldiers wonder!) his shameful lust shrinks in disgust from this 
precious wine and departs conquered from the high-hearted hero, 
beautiful amid the dust and dirt. Others, too, are pursued by 
Venus. In order to drive away the temptresses they spit at them, 
strike them with books, and at last seize knives and drive them out 
of the house. A youth of noble family, whose parents are heretics, 
is to be married. He is summoned from school, and at home finds 
the proposed bride. She goes to meet the terrified youth; when 
he, the strong hero, comes to his senses he gives her a box on the 
ear when she tries to kiss him, which forces the blood from the 
shameless girl’s nose and mouth. Another, in order to restrain his 
sister from the commission of a sin, seizes a scourge, rushes in 
amongst his family and belabours his own innocent shoulders and 
thus prevents the sin. Another yields to the wishes of his parents 
and lends his feet for a dance to the sound of the lute; But as he 
enters the circle of dancers he sees a picture of the Madonna hanging 
on the wall shed tears; he falls on his knees, and exclaims, weeping* 
‘ Spare me, lady, patroness; I was mad when I forgot thee,’ ”* 

The following is from a report of the Marian Congre¬ 
gation at Cologne to the Jesuit Provincial, Francis Coster, 
of April, 1578: 

“ The Congreganists went with uncovered heads through streets 
and villages, and prayed in public extended on the ground, in order 

* From Krone, Zur Geschichte dea Jesuitenor dents in Ungarn (Vienna, 1893), 
p. 68 et seq. 
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to accustom themselves to the jeers and scorn of men. They swept 
the public streets, stretched themselves on the ground, and kissed 
it; then cleaned the shoes and kissed the feet of strangers ; then 
made the beds and carried the wood for the kitchen. We will 
pass over the record of their cleansing of the private places and 
pressing kisses on them ; we will throw a veil of darkness on their 
washing of plates and knives ; and, lest we be too discursive, must 
not tell how they lay on the ground with their food beside them 
and thus partook of the mid-day and evening meals. Often they 
assume an appearance of poverty and go from door to door singing 
in a pitiful voice and begging their dinner from the rich. Some 
were so much repelled at the thought of these begging expeditions 
that they preferred to crucify their flesh for a whole week with 
penitentiary girdles rather than ask alms even in the dark. But 
through the power of obedience their resistance was broken 
down.” 

Here we see that these ascetic practices were ordered 
by the leaders of the Congregations. 

“ In order to bring their resisting asses’ flesh (carnem suam 
asinam) under the yoke of reason, they placed many hard bridles 
upon it; sometimes they deprived it of nourishment, now they 
beat its hard hide with rough thongs, now they clad it in rough 
skins—here I refer to penitentiary girdles—saying : ‘ Cease, 0 in- 
Bolent ass, to revolt against your mistress Reason.’ ”* 

We must remember that these unwholesome practices 
were perpetrated by young people, in whom the desire 
for such excesses had been infused by their Jesuit teachers 
and educators as ascetic practices, and that this false 
Jesuit asceticism was introduced by the pupils and Con- 
greganists into numerous families. 

The story which follows about the lay brother Alonzo 
Rodriguez, canonised a few years ago, is related by his 
Jesuit biographers as though they thought it edifying 

♦Hansen, Bheinische Akten zur Geackichte dea J eauitenordena (Bonn, 1896), 
p. 719 et aeq. 
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and worthy of imitation. It illustrates the much lauded 
virtue of blind obedience. 

“ Once when Brother Rodriguez was ill, the infirmarian 
brought him in an earthenware dish some soup specially 
prepared for him. He noticed that the sick man would 
not touch it, out of love of mortification and dislike of 
special fare, and he got the Rector to send word that 
he must eat the whole dish. Alonzo at once began with 
his knife to scrape the rough earthenware, endeavouring 
thus to fulfil the order to the letter.” 

And the Jesuit, Francis Goldie, from whose Life of 
St. Alonzo Rodriguez I have taken the account of this 
foolishness, is far from condemning it. On the contrary, 
he justifies the behaviour of the saint, for it might 
indeed have been possible that the Rector wished his 
command, “ to eat the whole dish,” to be taken 
literally.* 

During my novitiate and scholasticate these ascetic 
and edifying stories were generally circulated and greatly 
admired. 

When Behrens was Rector and Master of the novices, 
one of his disciplinary practices was to say to a novice 
or scholastic whom he happened to meet: “ Remain 

standing where you are till I return.” Sometimes he did 
not come back for several hours, though his victim remained 
stationary in the garden in the glaring sun, or rain, or snow, 
or darkness. Another of his disciplinary orders was to 
jump to and fro over a little ditch in the garden for several 
minutes, or to dig useless holes in the ground. 

We novices, with the approval of Meschler, our Novice - 
Master, used to encourage one another in such ascetic 
practices as these: when peeling potatoes in the kitchen, 
to evoke a sensation of self-contempt for each potato; 
when picking beans in the garden, to bow towards the chapel 

* Life of St. Alonzo Rodriguez, London, 1902, p. 277. 
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at every tenth, bean in order to adore Christ in the sacra¬ 
ment, at the same time uttering a short prayer. 

Ascetic practices of almost daily occurrence among 
Jesuits are: Kissing the feet of others during meals; 
taking meals kneeling at a small table in the middle of 
the refectory ; accusing themselves of all manner of faults 
before all the others in the refectory (the fathers, 
scholastics and novices do this in Latin, the lay brothers 
in German); stretching themselves full length on the 
threshold of the refectory, so that all the others must 
step over them; saying grace before meals with extended 
arms. 

With subtle calculation Jesuit ascetics are directed 
towards the mind rather than the body. Not crucifixion 
of the flesh, but of the will, i.e. the destruction of the 
individual, is the ascetic aim of the Order. And it achieves 
this murder with systematic skill. I have already shown 
how the Jesuit system destroys individuality in religious 
and daily life, and shall show later how it kills intellectual 
individuality. 

Thus the ascetic discipline of the Order transforms 
a complete human being into a complete Jesuit. 



CHAPTER XIII 


PERSONAL EXPERIENCES 

The adoption of the Jesuit garb in the morning of 
November 13th, 1878, by no means accomplished my 
transformation into a Jesuit novice, still less a complete 
Jesuit. The saying that 44 Clothes make men ” is nowhere 
less true than in the Jesuit Order. For there the garb 
is nothing, the inner meaning everything. 

Unconditionally, with my whole body and soul, I sur¬ 
rendered myself to the transformation. From the very 
beginning the struggle was a hard one for me, harder 
than for many others. 

I never laid great stress on the accidents of the position 
in which I was born, though there were moments when 
I too suffered from pride of birth. Still it was a fact 
that there was an immense difference between the customs 
of my home and the habits of the novitiate house. In 
the one were ease and comfort, not to say luxury, in 
the other limitation, lack of comfort, poverty, roughness. 
The Count and his social privileges disappeared completely, 
and in his place appeared the Carissimus, a number 
among many others. Some outward privations and 
sources of mortification have already been mentioned, 
among them the lack of cleanliness. 

In Rodriguez’ Practice of Christian Perfection we read 
in Part II.: 

“ Let us examine the nature of a man’s body. 4 Always 
bear in mind,’ says St. Bernard, 4 these three things : 
What wast thou ? A stinking seed. What art thou 1 
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A vessel full of impurity. What wilt thou be ? Food 
for worms.’ If you notice carefully the excretions of 
your mouth, nose, and the other passages of your body, 
you will never have seen a more disgusting abomination.” 

This passage expresses the fundamental attitude of 
Jesuit asceticism to the human body and its care. And 
the practice corresponds to it. During the novitiate we 
used to read a good deal in a Latin book of devotion by 
the Jesuit Hausherr, containing the lives of particularly 
pious Jesuits. I forget the title. Among the things worthy 
of imitation there described are that this or that saint¬ 
like Jesuit never took a bath, washed himself but little, 
and did not remove the vermin from his body. What I 
suffered from fleas in my Jesuit days I could not describe. 
When the plague grew too bad a notice was put upon 
the board of the scholasticate or novitiate, Hora 10 venatio 
pulicum (Flea-hunt at 10 o’clock). Then during the time 
allotted each of us had to search his clothes, and especially 
the woollen blankets for the little brownish beasts. Often 
I bagged as many as twenty of this noble game. 

The Constitutions prescribe six so-called “ experi¬ 
ments”* to be performed during the novitiate. They 
are : the Exercises, service of the sick in a public hospital, 
a begging-journey without any money, the kitchen experi¬ 
ment, catechising, and, if the novice is a priest, preaching 
and hearing confessions. With the exception of the 
Exercises all the “ experiments ” are directed towards out¬ 
ward mortification and self-annihilation. As at the time 
of my novitiate the German Province was in exile, and 
was regarded officially as provincia dispersa , a scattered 
province, two of the experiments, service of the sick and 
the begging tour, were omitted, and the catechising was 
confined to school practice among the novices ; public 
preaching and hearing confessions were not required of 

* Exam, gen., IV., 9-23. 
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me as a layman. As a result, the only experiment I had 
to undergo besides the Exercises, which aimed rather at 
inward than outward mortification, was the experimentum 
culinae. This meant that for one week I was exempt 
from all other duties, but had to serve as an assistant 
to the brother cook, and perform all manner of services 
in the kitchen, always excepting cooking, fortunately for 
our digestions. But as the object of each experiment was 
mortification, provision was made here too for this, and 
the temper and moods of the brother cook, or indeed the 
particular directions of the Novice Master, afforded plen¬ 
tiful opportunities for a variety of outward and inward 
humiliations. 

Akin to the kitchen experiment were the daily 
manual labours. Under the supervision of the Manu- 
ductor the novices in their turmae had to perform the 
labours of house and garden. Generally we remained 
in the same occupation for three or six months ; but from 
disciplinary as well as domestic reasons we were sent for 
a while to work with other divisions, so that each novice 
had some experience of every kind of labour in house and 
garden. For several months I had charge of all the lamps 
in the house, and afterwards the privies were also placed 
under my charge. When an addition was made to the 
building we novices had to wheel up cement and sand in 
barrows and, forming a chain, throw the bricks from hand 
to hand to their destination, an occupation which resulted 
in badly torn hands. 

I have already alluded to the difference in age and 
education between myself and the other novices. This 
supplied a constant and fertile source of mortification. 
And the fact that mere boys, who for the most part came 
from the Second Class of the school, had a right in their 
capacity of Guardian Angels and Prefects to order me 
about made no small demands on my self-mortification. 
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What I found particularly hard was the daily exer - 
citium scribendi , writing copies. For a man of twenty- 
seven, who has passed his law examination and begun 
to practise, it is indeed no small thing to have to take 
writing lessons from a mere usher and daily to have faults 
pointed out to him. My writing master ( praefectus 
scribendi) was Carissimus Droste, a worthy Westphalian, 
who exercised his office with zeal and thoroughness, and 
attacked my caligraphy unmercifully. This particular 
exercise plainly revealed its real object, humiliation, and 
the unpleasant disciplinary effect was thus enhanced. 

Another exercise which afforded plentiful scope for 
painful humiliation was reading aloud at meals. At dinner 
and supper every day two novices, whose turn was taken 
in the following week by others, read aloud from Latin 
and German ascetic works. One of the Fathers—at Exaeten 
it was the Socius of the Novice-Master, Stellbrink—was 
praefectus lectionis ad mensarn , and it was his duty publicly 
to correct the pronunciation and diction. In a loud voice, 
which sounded through the hall, he would call out: Repetat 
distinctius (more clearly), or lentius (more slowly), and so 
forth. This public correction was often used for dis¬ 
ciplinary purposes, for the reader would be corrected 
and admonished to read better and more correctly for no 
reason whatever except to train him in enduring public 
blame. In such cases repetats were frequent, and addi¬ 
tional comments, e.g. Miror te tam male pronuntiare (I 
am surprised at your bad pronunciation), added a further 
sting to the reprimand. These disciplinary schoolings 
were particularly painful for me, in view of my age and 
my former social position. But I recognise gratefully 
that, apart from the intentional humiliation, I improved 
greatly in clear enunciation. 

Soon after my entrance in the novitiate I was initiated 
into the mysteries of penitential practices. The Novice- 



395 


Personal Experiences 

Master handed me a scourge of knotted cords and a ring 
(< cilicium ) of woven wire, and instructed me in the use of 
these implements. The scourge was to be applied to that 
part of the body which at home and at school is the 
usual recipient of blows; the penitentiary ring was fastened 
above the knee round the leg. But the rule was to make 
sparing use of both, and indeed in the Jesuit Order no 
great value is set on bodily severities. For the Constitu¬ 
tions lay down the sensible principle, that it is better to 
preserve bodily powers for work than to weaken them 
by penance. The amount of pain caused by the scourge 
depends on the energy of the person who applies it to 
himself. But the cilicium acted of itself, and the wearing 
it for hours or days produced no inconsiderable pain. 

But all this and much else was as nothing compared 
with the struggles to attain an inward transformation. 

I have already described the repugnance with which 
I accepted the “ grace of vocation ” and took the step of 
entering the Order. My deep repugnance was not lessened 
by the typical ultramontane idealism with which I, too, 
was inspired. It was the motive power which carried my 
resisting nature across the threshold of the Order, but 
it in no wise lessened my inborn resistance. All through 
the long years from November 4th, 1878, when I entered 
the novitiate house at Exaeten, until the middle of 
November, 1892, when I took the final resolve of leaving 
the Order, this repugnance was my constant attendant. 
Often for long spaces of time it became so strong in me 
that in order to endure my position I developed a power 
of will that would be hard to rival. 

First there was the general repugnance to entering 
an Order at all, and the separation from the world. But 
this was very soon succeeded by the particular repugnance 
to the Jesuit Order and to some of its essential character¬ 
istics. Especially the “ Statement of Conscience ” and 
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the system of supervision proved the greatest obstacles 
to me. 

The Statement of Conscience, in which the innermost 
secrets of the soul must be disclosed to the critical eye 
of the Superior, appeared to me a measure of violence 
and a profanation. I felt even then instinctively that 
this particular fundamental practice of the Order had as 
its aim a condition of dependence and the destruction of 
individuality. And it was just this against which my 
nature revolted. 

I was also repelled by the comprehensive systems of 
supervision and denunciation. As a novice I was not 
aware of their full extent, nor of the secret confessions, 
second catalogues and the like; but even then I had a 
feeling that behind all those outward forms of super¬ 
vision, and the discipline and self-abnegation at which they 
aimed, there was yet something more, that a system was 
striving to grasp me in its hold to which the name espionage 
could really be applied. 

Many and many a time I expressed this feeling to 
my Novice-Master, Mauritius Meschler, and asked him 
whether there were not such things as secret reports 
and the like. He invariably denied it. Once, after 
one of the daily instructions, I openly, in the presence 
of the other novices, inquired as to the existence 
of “ conduct-lists.” No, he said, there was no such 
thing. In fact there was no secret supervision at 
all; in the Jesuit Order there was nothing but what 
was outwardly visible, and all such measures of supervision 
as were to be seen were only intended to maintain outward 
order. It was only many years later that I recognised 
the insincerity and untruth (the fundamental and tradi¬ 
tional Jesuit faults) of this answer. 

I also had discussions with Meschler about the State¬ 
ment of Conscience, in so far as it includes the obligation 
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of confessing sins without sacramental safeguards or 
sacramental effect, which at any rate exist theoretically 
in confession. 

When I now remember how credulous I then was, 
with what simple confidence I accepted all the answers 
given me, I recognise with absolute clearness how mighty 
is the influence of education. The religious impressions 
of my home and the years at Feldkirch had built a wall 
around me, which repelled all doubts and difficulties. 
It was only when, in the course of years, it began to 
crumble, that doubts and difficulties began to penetrate 
and gradually to take possession of my understanding 
and will. In the past they had seemed to me temptations 
of the devil and served only to spur me to greater effort 
in opposing these diabolical attacks. This point of view 
was specially emphasised by the Novice-Master, and 
afterwards by my superiors and spiritual fathers: every 
doubt, every consideration on any point in the Jesuit 
system was a temptation of the evil one. This made 
it easy to encounter doubt, for hesitation and uncertainty 
were transformed by ascetic dexterity into blows of the 
hammer which bound the Jesuit structure even more closely 
and firmly around me. 

Indeed, no one outside these circles can imagine the 
part which the devil plays in the Romish Church and 
its Orders. He serves as tout and doorkeeper. With his 
help and the fear he inspires they contrive to stifle every 
effort after freedom and independence. 

I have already stated that, after the first hard struggles 
were over and I had grown accustomed to my new state, 
the quiet and seclusion of the novitiate house had a 
beneficial effect on me. Only one result of this seclusion 
continued to cause me the greatest trouble, because it 
was in itself unnatural. I refer to the separation from 
my relations. 
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Had this separation been outward only, though a hard 
sacrifice, I could have borne it. Other professions, too, 
involved such separations, why not membership of an 
Order ? But Jesuits ask of their adepts far more, and 
something quite essentially different. They demand com¬ 
plete mental detachment, even renunciation of those 
with whom we aTe united in the strongest and most 
intimate bonds by nature herself, our parents, brothers 
and sisters, and other kinsfolk. 

This demand and its practical application are embodied 
in the directions already quoted as to leaving father and 
mother, and instead of saying that he has relations saying 
rather that he had them. The Constitutions also lay it 
down that: 

“ As written or verbal intercourse with friends or 
relations contributes rather to the disturbance of peace 
than to spiritual progress, especially at first, the novices 
should be asked whether they are satisfied to hold no 
intercourse with these, to receive no letters, and to write 
none, unless the Superior should judge it better otherwise ; 
and if they agree that all letters that they may receive 
or despatch shall be read, and that it shall rest with the 
Superior to deliver the letters or not, according as it may 
seem to him best in the Lord.”* 

Surely it is not necessary to explain that the words 
of Christ in Matthew x. and Luke xiv. as to the relations 
between His disciples and their kinsfolk, which have 
been adopted in the Jesuit rule, apply only when there 
is irreconcilable opposition between the service of Christ 
and affection for relations. And here, as in so many of 
Christ’s sayings, the Oriental exaggeration of the expression, 
as in enjoining hatred to parents, must be subtracted 
from the meaning of the command. But the Jesuit Order 
pushes the actual meaning of the words aside, and repre- 

* Exam, gen., IV., 6; Const., I., 4, 4; III., 1, Declar. B. 



399 


Personal Experiences 

seats it as a general rule for the attitude of its members 
to their relations, instead of applying it only where there 
is distinct opposition between the love of Christ and of 
kin. The Rule runs : “ They should lay aside all natural 
inclination towards those to whom they are bound by ties 
of blood.” Thus the true Jesuit becomes a creature with¬ 
out heart or feelings, to whom father, mother, brothers and 
sisters are nothing but subjects for his activity as a member 
of the Order, just like any other persons. 

The fruits of this principle may be judged from the 
letter of a novice, written to his father from the novitiate 
house at Vienna when the Order was suppressed in 1773. 
It is of great importance, for the writer afterwards became 
professor of philosophy at Jena and Kiel. He must 
therefore have been a youth of intellectual gifts, well 
fitted to grasp and reproduce the aim and essence of Jesuit 
education. And the fact that this letter was written 
with the express sanction of his Superior—as, indited, is 
the case with all Jesuit letters—is a sufficient proof that 
Reinhold had rightly grasped and reproduced the attitude 
of a Jesuit to his nearest kin. Here is the text of this 
letter, which has an interest from the sociological point 
of view as throwing light on the Jesuit spirit: 

“ Now, of course, it occurred to me that I must return home 
to my parents. But, since the rule of love, of which the Manuductor 
reminded us, still bids us hold by our holy Jesuit rule, I durst not 
consciously and willingly think of you and my parental home, since 
this cannot be done without a breach of the rule, except in the 
intention of praying for parents and kinsfolk; So zealous a Christian 
as yourself, my dearest papa, knows almost as well as a priest that 
there are ties more sacred than those of sinful nature, and that 
a man who is dead to the flesh and only lives for the spirit, can 
rightly have no other father than Him Who dwells in Heaven, no 
other mother than the holy Order, nor any relations but his brothers 
in Christ, nor other fatherland than Heaven. Attachment to flesh 
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and blood, as all spiritual teachers agree, is one of the strongest 
chains with which Satan tries to bind us to earth. Indeed only- 
yesterday evening, and through the night and this morning, I had 
almost as hard a fight with this hereditary foe of our perfection 
as at the very beginning of my spiritual life. For he continuously 
conjured before my mental vision papa and mamma, my brothers 
and sisters, uncles and aunts, even our housemaid. You may 
imagine the torments of conscience I had to endure, until at last, 
at nine o’clock this morning, the Manuductor informed us that the 
Father Rector gave us all permission to write to our relations 
and prepare them for our return. For the greater satisfaction of 
my conscience I asked the Manuductor for special permission to 
think of my nearest kin, not only while writing but during the whole 
day; and this was accorded, with the sole exception of the times 
set apart for meditation, spiritual reading, and the Angelus domini.” 

After requesting that a special room may be assigned 
him in his home, in which he may continue as far as 
possible the mode of life to which he has grown accustomed 
in the Order, the novice continues: 

“ From this time forth none of the maids shall enter the room,- 
nor yet one of my sisters. And I desire to remind my dear mamma 
that Saint Aloysius never looked on the face of his mother.”* 

It would be almost impossible to give stronger ex¬ 
pression to this detestable distortion of nature. And it 
is only confirmed by my personal experiences. With 
gentle skill and the constant application of words of 
Scripture, the Jesuit as novice, and afterwards as scholastic, 
is systematically divested of his natural affection for his 
relations. Indeed how could natural emotions, no matter 
how right or fundamental, be admissible in the case of a 
tool without will, intended exclusively to serve the ends 
of the Order ? Everything natural must be forced out 
of the individual, and the whole Jesuit system must be 

* Ernest Reinhold, Karl Leonard Reinhold’s Leben und litterarisehes Wirken, 
Jena, 1825, p. 9 et seq. 
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forced in. Here, too, the theory of the corpse and stick 
is valid. 

One of my fellow novices, now a valued contributor 
to the Stimmen aus Maria-Loach, the Jesuit Kneller, 
lost his mother during his novitiate. When I expressed 
my sympathy to him, he said, in the presence of other 
novices, that it was wrong to feel sorrow, and that tears 
for such a death were unworthy a Jesuit. This utter¬ 
ance, which aroused the admiration of the others, affected 
me like a blow, and I asked the Socius of the Novice- 
Master, Stellbrink, to explain it and soften the statement. 
His answer was to refer me to a saying of Jerome, one 
of the Fathers, addressed, I believe, to his spiritual 
daughter Eustoehium: “ Having trodden my mother 

under my feet I follow after Christ.” 

The above quoted rule as to correspondence with rela¬ 
tions was strictly observed. But as my mother was a 
devoted admirer and considerable benefactress of the 
Jesuit Order, since it was her influence which had led my 
father to assign his Dutch estate Blyenbeck to the 
Jesuits on their expulsion from Germany, an exceptional 
position was allowed her in regard to intercourse with me. 
For the Order has a real genius in keeping on good terms 
with those who can be of use to it. She was allowed to 
write a few letters to me, and once even to come and see 
me. But she never knew that her son, following the 
ascetic counsel of the Novice-Master, did not read her 
letters. Even at this day, thirty years after, I cannot re¬ 
strain my indignation when I remember that under the 
tyrannical and inhuman influence of Jesuit asceticism I 
destroyed the few letters I received from such a mother. 
That, too, was to tread my mother under my feet. But 
the sacrifice this cost me, none knew but I. 

In making this sacrifice I was not so much devoid 
as regardless of will. I surrendered myself to all mortifi- 

2 A 
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cations and self-denial of body and soul with energy and 
persistency; I do not shrink from saying so, since it is 
true. Not one of my former superiors or fellow-Jesuits 
can deny this, if he abides by the truth. I dwell on this, 
because I desire at once to make it clear that from the 
very first I tried honestly and with the exercise of all my 
powers to become a genuine and complete Jesuit. When 
on the morning of November 13th, 1878, 1 put on the Jesuit 
garb, I did so in spite of strong inward resistance—indeed 
the rather because of this resistance—which seemed to me 
a temptation, and with a devotion which comprised and 
penetrated my whofe being—reason, will, feeling, body 
and soul. This complete surrender, with the corresponding 
spirit of sacrifice, lasted through all the years of my life 
in the Order, until after torturing struggles a truer under¬ 
standing gradually dispelled the religious prejudices which 
had been accumulated by tradition and education. 

A little while either before or after Christmas, 1879, 
the Novice-Master surprised me by the suggestion that 
I should take the devotional vows on February 2nd, 1880, 
Candlemas-day.* 

The so-called devotional vows (vota ex devotione) re¬ 
semble the simple vows, taken after the completion of the 
novitiate, of poverty, chastity, obedience; but as they 
are the outcome of private devotion (whence the name), 
they have not the canonical force of the actual vows 
of the Order. Concerning the votive vows the 37th 
Decree of the 16th General Congregation (1730) lays 
down: 

“ The Masters of Novices are to be admonished that 
these vows may only be taken with consent of the Pro¬ 
vincial Superior, and only by such as have given satis- 

* The day set apart in memory of the Virgin’s dedication in the Temple at 
Jerusalem. It is called Candlemas, because during the mass the supply of candles 
required for the following year is consecrated. 
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factory proof of their virtue and attachment to their 
vocation.” 

Permission to take these devotional vows, the exist¬ 
ence of which I only learnt through the suggestion of the 
Novice-Master, was therefore an indication that I had 
given satisfaction and won the confidence of the Superiors. 

Other indications, too, were not wanting that I was 
regarded favourably in the Order. My fellow-novices 
were convinced that I should only have to spend a year 
in the novitiate house and then pass on at once to the 
studies of the scholasticate. Towards the end of my 
second novitiate year Anderledy, then Assistant of the 
German Province, and afterwards General of the Order, 
wrote to me that he and the General, Father Beckx, had 
heard with great satisfaction that I was zealously striving 
to become a good Jesuit. Every time Hovel, the Pro¬ 
vincial Superior, paid his annual visitation at Exaeten, 
he expressed his satisfaction with my endeavours after 
Jesuit perfection; and I could tell from various indica¬ 
tions that my Novice-Master shared his opinions. 

During the two years of my novitiate, five or six of 
my fellow-novices were dismissed from the Order. These 
expulsions always made a profound impression on us, 
which the Superiors did all in their power to strengthen. 
They desired to impress upon us the inestimable privilege 
of being a Jesuit, the terrible loss and danger to our 
salvation of forfeiting this grace. 

Those who live and die as Jesuits are sure of salvation. 
That is the dogma of the Order, as binding as any Church 
dogma. Those who become Jesuits and leave the Order 
can, theoretically, still be saved, but—but—but—but- 

These two doctrines, the Jesuit’s security of salvation 
and the extreme probability of damnation for the ex- 
Jesuit, furnish an effective means of holding individuals 
to the Order. The novitiate especially is the period 
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utilised lor fixing the doctrine of Jesuit predestination 
firmly in heart and soul. 

On my very first day as postulant, a pamphlet by the 
French Jesuit Terri en was put into my hands and recom¬ 
mended for perusal, in which admission into the Society 
of Jesus was theoretically demonstrated to be a gage cer¬ 
tain de predestination, and a number of miraculous cir¬ 
cumstances were brought forward to prove this. 

Francis Borgia, third General of the Order, in 1569 
received a revelation from God that no Jesuit would be 
sent to hell, with this proviso, that for the present this 
privilege should only be valid for three hundred years. 
A similar revelation was made in 1599 to the lay brother, 
Alonzo Rodriguez, canonised in 1888. 

By command of God a dying Capucin in the year 1587 
made a similar revelation to the Jesuit Matrez at Naples, 
adding that though many Capucins were saved, yet 
some were damned. 

Once Saint Teresa saw a number of souls ascending 
from purgatory to heaven. At their head was a soul 
that shone more brightly than the rest, and Christ Himself 
came out from heaven to welcome and embrace it. When 
the saint expressed her surprise she received enlighten¬ 
ment. This was not surprising, for this was the soul of 
a Jesuit lay brother, and it was one of the privileges of 
the Order that Christ Himself went forth to meet every 
Jesuit soul.* 

When they were about to place in the coffin the stiffened 
corpse of a Jesuit lay brother who had died in Flanders 
(according to the Jesuit Cienfuegos), the dead man suddenly 
came back to life and exclaimed : “I come from hell; 
the devils were already carrying me down below when 
the Virgin appeared and said: ‘ Set him free, for he is 
of the Company of my Son, and duly practised obedience, 

* Dollinger-Reuech, Moralatreitigkeiten, I., 524, 526, 527, and II., 34a 
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therefore it is my will that he make a good confession.’ ” 
He confessed, and thereupon died a second time, though 
not without making the amiable revelation that an immoral 
secular priest who had died at the same time and been 
dragged down to hell had not found grace in Mary’s 
eyes.* 

It is interesting to note that here, too, the Catholic 
dogma that no one condemned to hell can be saved is 
simply set aside in majorem Societatis Jesu gloriam. 

John Roothaan, General of the Order 1829-1853, 
relates that an aged Jesuit had demanded and obtained 
dismissal from the Order. Soon after he died, and appear¬ 
ing to another said: “I am damned through my own 
fault. Had I remained two hours longer in the Society 
of Jesus I should have died a Jesuit and gone to heaven.” f 

Such and similar tales are largely current within the 
Order, and are firmly believed, so firmly that the Professor 
of Ethics for the Austrian Province, Costa Rosetti, could 
write that it was a well-founded and very probable belief 
that all Jesuits went to heaven. J 

In August, 1880, I was sent with the other novices 
of my year to Wynandsrade to begin my studies in the 
Order. 

A little while before I left Exaeten the Novice-Master 
handed me a letter which, without my knowledge, had 
been lying there for nearly two years. It was from my 
cousin, Baron Walter von Loe, afterwards General-Adjutant 
and General Field-Marshal, and at that time, if I am not 
mistaken, Brigade Commander at Frankfort on the Oder. 
My cousin, who was many years older than myself, and 
always showed great interest in me, lamented my entrance 
in the Order, and called my attention to the badness of 
the Jesuit system which could, however, be combined 

* Doltinger-Reusch, I., 532, f Ibid., I., 634. 

J De spiritu Societatis Jtsu, Freiburg, 1888, p. 258, from D.-R., Ibid ., I., 534. 
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with partial goodness on the part of the individual Jesuit. 
The letter, torn into fragments, went the way of all flesh. 
I smiled at his illogical idea that a system could be bad 
and yet the individuals who composed it be good. 

Many years afterwards Walter Loe, at that time 
General in Command of the Eighth Army Corps, repeated 
his opinion to me by word of mouth. I no longer smiled 
at it, for the recognition of the truth of his illogical con¬ 
ception had begun to take root in me. 

In his old age, Walter Loe, who formerly was anything 
but ultramontane, became a fanatical adherent of Ultra - 
montanism, and was often quoted as such by the party 
in the Rhinelands and Westphalia. Unfortunately his 
influence in this respect has had a reactionary effect on 
the Court at Carlsruhe even to the present day. He was 
one of the most intimate friends of the old Grand Duke 
and Duchess. The Catholic sympathies of the Dowager 
Grand Duchess Luise, who still governs though she does 
not reign, owe their origin to Loe, though also of 
course to her mother, the Empress Augusta. 

My migration from Exaeten to Wynandsrade was the 
close of my novitiate and the beginning of my scholasticate. 
But as the two years’ novitiate required by the Constitu¬ 
tions did not terminate till November 4th, 1880, the 
anniversary of my admission as postulant, I still re¬ 
mained a novice till I took my vows on November 13th, 
1880, the festival of the Jesuit saint, Stanislaus Kostka. 
After that day I was a scholastic. 



CHAPTER XIV 


THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF THE ORDER 

These vows, which I took on November 13th, 1880, in 
the presence of the Jesuit Hermann Nix, at Wynands- 
rade, marked my admission into the Order. For a novice 
is not in the full sense a member of the Order, since he 
has not taken the vows.* 

Here, then, I begin my description of the scholas- 
ticate— i.e. the real life of the Order. This is, therefore, 
the place for a purely objective account of the organisa¬ 
tion of the Order as set forth in its Constitutions, to be 
followed by a detailed criticism of the whole system. 

The Jesuit Order, under the official designation of 
Societas Jesu , was established by the bull of Paul III., 
Regimini militantis ecclesiae of the year 1540. 

Its founder, Ignatius Loyola, a Basque nobleman, was 
also the author of its Constitutions. But the completion 
of the organisation was achieved later, mainly under the 
Fifth General, Claudius Acquaviva. 

Like the “ Exercises,” the origin of the Constitutions 
is surrounded by Jesuit arrogance with a nimbus of 
miracles. 

“ The primary author (auctor primarius) of the Con¬ 
stitutions was the Holy Ghost, the secondary author 

* Properly speaking, the scholasticate continues till the last vows are taken, 
whether those of “ Formed Coadjutor ” or of “ Professed,” and as when I left the 
Order at the end of 1892 I had not yet taken these last vows, I was, strictly speak¬ 
ing, a scholastio during the whole of my stay in the Order. But in the year 
1887 I passed the important examination in philosophy and theology, and so con¬ 
cluded my studies and began my work in the Order. That is why this year 
marks the end of my scholasticate. 
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(auctor secundarius) was St. Ignatius.” This thesis is 
demonstrated by Francis Suarez (the greatest theologian 
of the Jesuit Order) in his treatise De Religione, and is 
approved by the Bollandists.* 

“ What Ignatius wrote down in the Constitutions,” 
says the Jesuit Orlandinus, “ was not so much his own as 
it was dictated by God,” (!) and the Jesuit Ribadeneira 
modestly adds: “ The Constitutions of the Jesuit Order 
are so perfect that they would suffice for reforming all 
other ecclesiastical orders in their likeness.” f 

The Jesuit Alonzo Rodriguez also maintains, in his 
u Practice of Christian Perfection,” that the Constitutions 
and Rules were suggested to Ignatius by God Himself. 

That monumental Jesuit volume, the Imago primi 
saectdi , whose importance in assisting the comprehension 
of the Jesuit spirit I shall demonstrate in a later chapter, 
states: 

“No less are the Constitutions of the Society a super¬ 
human work and one worthy to have been taught by the 
Virgin Mary. Our holy Father [Ignatius] himself testifies 
in one of his writings that the Mediators, under which name 
he designates Jesus and Mary, often came to him while 
he was composing the Constitutions, that the Society 
might know that the laws it obeyed were those of Jesus 
and Mary rather than of Ignatius.” J 

The Constitutions of the Society of Jesus consist of 
ten parts of varying length. 

Part I.—Of admission to Probation: Cp. 1. Of him 
who has the power to admit. Cp. 2. Of such as may be 
admitted into the Society. Cp. 3. Of the impediments 
to admission into the Society. Cp. 4. Of the manner of 
admission. 

* De Religione, tom. 4, tract. 10, lib. 1, c. 4, n. 4. Acta 8.8., 34, Julii 7, 486. 

t Acta S.8., Ibid., 603. 

X Imago primi saectUi (Antwerp, 1640), p. 73 et seq. 
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Part II.—Of the dismissal of those who have been 
admitted to probation and are found unfit for the Society : 
Cp. 1. What persons may be dismissed and by whom. 
Cp. 2. Of the reasons for which anyone may be dismissed. 
Cp. 3. Of the manner of dismissal. Cp. 4. What should 
be the attitude of the Society towards those who leave 
it of their own accord or are dismissed by it. 

Part III.—Of the superintendence and advancement of 
those who continue their probation. Cp. 1. Of their 
superintendence in those things which pertain to the soul 
and to progress in virtue. Cp. 2. Of the care of the body. 

Part IY.—Of the instruction of those, who are retained 
in the Society, in letters and other things which contri¬ 
bute towards the assistance of our neighbours: Cp. 1. 
Of the commemoration of founders and benefactors of the 
Colleges. Cp. 2. Of those matters which relate to the 
temporal concerns of the Colleges. Cp. 3. Of the scholas¬ 
tics who will be stationed in the Colleges. Cp. 4. Of the 
care of the scholastics who are admitted. Cp. 5. Of the 
subjects to be studied by the scholastics of the Society. 
Cp. 6. How the scholastics may be helped to learn the 
subjects thoroughly. Cp. 7. Of the schools [for externs] 
of the Colleges of the Society. Cp. 8. How the scholas¬ 
tics are to be instructed in those matters which relate to 
the [spiritual] benefit of their neighbours. Cp. 9. Of 
the removal of scholars from the study of letters. Cp. 10. 
Of the government of the Colleges. Cp. 11. Of the tak¬ 
ing over of Universities by the Society. Cp. 12. Of 
the sciences which are to be taught in the Universities 
of the Society. Cp. 13. Of the manner and order of 
teaching these sciences. Cp. 14. Of the books to be 
expounded. Cp. 15. Of the courses and degrees. Cp. 
16. Of those things which appertain to good habits. 
Cp. 17. Of the officials and other persons appointed at 
the University. 
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Part V.—Of those things which pertain to admission 
into the body of the Society: Cp. 1. Of admission and 
who shall admit, and when. Cp. 2. What kind of per¬ 
sons are to be admitted. Cp. 3. Of the manner of admis¬ 
sion to profession. Cp. 4. Of the admission of the Formed 
Coadjutors and Scholastics. 

Part VI.—Of those who are admitted and co-opted * 
into the body of the Society: as regards their persons. 
Cp. 1. Of those things which pertain to obedience. Cp. 
2. Of those things which pertain to poverty and follow 
from it. Cp. 3. Of those things with which the members 
of the Society should be occupied, and of those from 
which they should abstain. Cp. 4. Of the help which is 
given to those who die in the Society and of the offices 
rendered after their death. 

Part VII.—Of the distribution of those who have been 
admitted into the body of the Society for the benefit of 
their neighbours in the Lord’s vineyard: Cp. 1. Of the 
missions of the Superior of the Society. Cp. 2. Of willing¬ 
ness to travel in any direction. Cp. 3. In what things 
the houses and colleges of the Society may benefit their 
neighbour. 

Part VIII.—Of those things which contribute to the 
mutual union with their Head and among themselves of 
those members who are dispersed: Cp. 1. Of that which 
helps to promote the union of minds. Cp. 2. In what 
cases a General Congregation should be held. Cp. 3. 
Who are to be summoned to it. Cp. 4. Who is bound 
to summon the General Congregation. Cp. 5. Of the 
place, time, and manner of assembling. Cp. 6. Of 
the manner of deliberation at the election of a Gene¬ 
ral. Cp. 7. Of the manner of deliberation when the 

* Curiously enough, the word “ co-opiare ” is used, although admission to the 
Society of Jesus in no way depends on co-option, but is at the absolute discretion 
of the Superior. 
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discussion concerns matters other than the election of a 
General. 

Part IX.—Of those things which relate to the Head of 
the Society and the government proceeding from him: 
Cp. 1. That the General placed at the head should he 
appointed for life. Cp. 2. What manner of man the 
General should be. Cp. 3. Of the authority of the General 
over the Society, and of his office. Cp. 4. Of the authority 
or supervision which the Society must have over its 
General. Cp. 5. Of the manner in which the Society 
should proceed in matters appertaining to the General. 
Cp. 6. Of those things which will assist the General to 
discharge his office worthily. 

Part X. consists of a single section on the manner in 
which the whole body of the Society may be preserved 
and advanced in its good estate. 

The Constitutions are prefaced by “ The First and 
General Examination, which must be submitted to by all 
who seek admission to the Society of Jesus.” Cp. 1. Of 
the Institute of the Society of Jesus and the various 
persons in it. Cp. 2. Of certain cases concerning which 
those who seek admission into the Society should be 
asked as to whether they have occurred to them. Cp. 
3. Of certain questions to assist the better comprehen¬ 
sion of those who desire to enter. Cp. 4. Of certain 
things which it is specially important for those who are 
admitted into the Society to know from among those 
rules which they must observe after entrance. Cp. 5. Of 
another somewhat more detailed examination, which is 
suitable for men of education, both the spiritual coad¬ 
jutors and scholastics. Cp. 6. Of another examination 
suitable for coadjutors only. Cp. 7. Of another ex¬ 
amination suitable for scholastics, especially before they 
are admitted as scholastics. Cp. 8. Of another examina¬ 
tion suitable for indifferent persons. 
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Besides the Examen Generate , the official editions of 
the “ Institute of the Society of Jesus ”— e.g. the Roman 
edition of 1869-70*—contain: 1. “ The Decrees of the 
General Congregations.” 2. “ General and Particular 
Rules.” 3. The “ Formulae for the General, Provincial, 
and Procuratorial Congregations.” 4. “ Ordinances and 
Instructions of the Generals of the Order.” 5. The 
“Spiritual Exercises.” 6. The Ratio Studiorum. 

The “ official ” edition, published at Prague in 1767, 
also gives in eighty-one folio pages - )* seventy-two bulls, 
briefs, etc., granted by twenty Popes in favour of the 
Order. Since 1757 the number of pontifical favours has 
greatly increased. 

Among the most important privileges are these : There 
is no appeal from the decisions of the Superiors of the 
Order to the bishops or other ecclesiastical authorities. 
Even the appeal to the Pope is only allowed when the 
permission to bring it has previously been obtained from 
him. The Order has tjie right to adopt new constitu¬ 
tions and alter the old ones without first consulting 
the Apostolic See. In such a case the decisions of the 
Order are eo ipso to be regarded as confirmed by the 
Pope. The Order may found settlements without the 
permission of the spiritual or temporal authorities. 
Members may everywhere preach, hear confessions, and 
discharge the other sacraments without permission from 
the ecclesiastical authority. The Order, with its mem¬ 
bers and possessions, is immediately subject to the Pope, 
and no bishop has any jurisdiction over it. The Order 
is exempt from all taxes and dues; authorities who 
attempt to tax it are excommunicated. The Order 
may make purchases for profit (a privilege granted by 

* All references in this book, unless otherwise stated, are to the Roman edi¬ 
tion of 1869-70. 

t Inst. S.J. (Prague, 1751), I. 265-336. 
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Gregory XIII. in 1582). The Order can confer academic 
degrees. The Order can establish schools anywhere un¬ 
hindered. The houses and churches of the Order have 
the right of sanctuary. Bishops who try to check gifts to 
the Jesuit Order are suspended. Everyone who attacks 
the privileges of the Order is excommunicated. Though 
not themselves monks, the Jesuits share all the privi¬ 
leges of the monastic orders. The bishops are compelled 
to consecrate to the priesthood without further examina¬ 
tion all whom the Jesuit Order introduce for that pur¬ 
pose. Every Jesuit in any trouble of conscience may be 
satisfied with the judgment of his Superior. In case of 
expulsion no judicial forms are necessary ; the General 
decides without any formality. 

The quintessence of the Constitutions is laid down 
in the so-called Formula Institute which has been included 
in the confirmatory bulls, Regimini militantis , of Paul 
III. of 1540 and Exposcit debitum of Julius III. of 1562. 
The formula is as follows: 

“ Whoever wishes in this Society, which we desire 
should be distinguished by the name of Jesus, to fight 
as a soldier of God under the banner of the Cross, and to 
serve only the Lord and His bride, the Church, under 
the Roman Pope, the earthly Vicar of Christ, after taking 
the solemn vow of eternal chastity, poverty, and obedi¬ 
ence, must realise that he is a member of a Society mainly 
established for the defence and propagation of the faith 
and the advancement of souls in the life and doctrine of 
Christ, by means of public preaching and the ministration 
of the Word of God, by Spiritual Exercises, and especially 
the instruction of boys and the unlearned in Christianity, 
and to supply spiritual consolation by the confession 
of the faithful and the other sacraments. He must also 
render service in reconciling quarrels, giving charitable 
assistance to those in prison and in hospital, and by other 
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works of love suck as are suited to the honour of God and 
the general weal, doing all this without pay or reward 
for his labour.” 

After this general sketch of the aims and means of 
the Society of Jesus, the Formula gives general directions 
as to the internal structure and organisation: Obedience 
to the General who is elected by the Society; the estab¬ 
lishment of General Congregations; the special vow of 
obedience to the Pope; emphasising of poverty; direc¬ 
tions as to the colleges to be established, exclusively for 
those scholars who already belong to the Order (as scholas¬ 
tics) ; breviary for the priestly members of the Order ; 
uniformity of outward life. 

But, as we shall see presently, the quintessence, 
strangely enough, does not correspond absolutely to the 
SubstanticUia Institute the “ essential contents of the 
Institute ” ; these the Order carefully keeps in obscurity. 


GRADING 

To the Society of Jesus in the widest sense belong 
“ all who live under obedience to the General, including 
the novices and all who submit to probation with the 
intention of living and dying in the Society.* 

In a limited sense it consists of the Professed, Formed 
Coadjutors, and Scholastics; in the strictest and narrow¬ 
est sense (acceptio maxime propria) of the Professed 
(professi dumtaxat ), not because the Society has no other 
members, but because the Professed are the most im¬ 
portant, f 

For the degree of “ Professed ” the requirements 
are: 

I. A knowledge, attested by examination, of philosophy 
and theology sufficient for teaching these subjects. The 

* Const. V., 1; Declar. A. f Ibid. 
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qualification of learning may be replaced by a special 
gift for governing or preaching.* 

2. The possession of virtue exceeding mediocrity. 
Mediocrity in virtue is supposed to be surpassed “ if any¬ 
one, as a rule, acts in accordance with virtue; if it may 
be assumed that he would act in like manner even in more 
difficult cases; if he avoids the lesser faults and gladly 
accepts admonitions and penance and is improved there¬ 
by ; if his moral conduct satisfy his superiors and co- 
members.” f 

Besides virtue surpassing mediocrity a definite amount 
of knowledge is also required for profession. 

“ Towards the end of the fourth Theology year the 
last examination, which must extend over at least two 
hours, must be undergone by every student with a view 
to his profession. A variety of questions are to be set 
on the principal points of philosophy and theology. No 
one shall be adjudged fit to make his profession who 
has not attained sufficient knowledge of philosophy and 
theology to be able to teach both branches satisfac¬ 
torily. If anyone whose knowledge does not reach this 
standard shows such conspicuous gifts for ruling or 
preaching that they cannot be overlooked, the decision 
in the matter rests with the General. He, too, must 
decide about those whose remarkable knowledge of the 
Humanities or Indian languages entitles them to some 
consideration in accordance with the 29th Decree of the 
sixth General Congregation.” J 

The “ Formed Coadjutors ” are divided into Spir¬ 
itual Coadjutors (priests) and Temporal Coadjutors (lay 
brothers). Both belong to the same class of member. 
Besides these classes the Examen generate also men- 

* Congreg. 7; Decret. 33, 3; Ratio Stud. Reg. Provine., 19, 11. 

t Congreg. 9 ; Can. 19. 

% Ratio Stud. Reg. Provine., 19, 11. 
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tions “ Indifferent persons ”— i.e. such o| whom it is not 
yet decided to which class they will belong, and it adds 
significantly: 

“ All who enter should, as far as they themselves are 
concerned, belong to the fourth class ” (the Indiffer- 
ents).* 

The distribution of the Order is according to Assis¬ 
tances and Provinces. At the present time there are 
four Assistancies, with twenty-four Provinces and three 
Missions. To every Assistancy belong several Provinces. 
The Assistancies are: Italy, with five Provinces; Ger¬ 
many, with six (Germany, Austria, Hungary (since 1909), 
Galicia, Holland, Belgium); France, with four provinces ; 
Spain, with five provinces; England, with four provinces 
and three missions. 

At the time of the suppression of the Order (1773) 
the total of membership was 22,589. In 1901 it had 
again risen to 15,145,| including 6,647 priests; and at 
the present time its membership has probably passed 
the sixteenth thousand; 


CONSTITUTION 

The Vows. —Like all other Orders, the Society of 
Jesus is based on the three vows of Poverty, Chastity, 
and Obedience. But the ordinances of the Jesuit Order 
in regard to its vows contain much that is unusual and 
noteworthy. 

The Jesuit Order has three kinds of vows: the so- 
called simple vows (vota simplicia ), which the novice 
takes after the completion of his two years’ novitiate, 
and by means of which he passes into the class of scholas¬ 
tics ; the final vows, which are divided into the solemn 

* Exam, gen., 1, 7. 

t Staatslexikon der OdrresgeaeUschaft, (2) 4, 183. 
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vows of the Professed and the non-solemn vows of the 
Formed Coadjutors. 

The simple vows of the Scholastics and of those 
Spiritual and Temporal Coadjutors who have not yet 
taken the last vows are as follows: 

“ Almighty, everlasting God, I, N-N-, although 

altogether unworthy of Thy divine countenance, yet trust¬ 
ing in Thy endless goodness and mercy and impelled by 
the desire to serve Thee, vow before the Holy Virgin Mary 
and the whole Court of Heaven of Thy divine Majesty, 
to maintain everlasting poverty, chastity, and obedience 
in the Society of Jesus, and I promise to enter this Society 
with the intention of living in it always, understanding 
everything in accordance with the Constitutions of this 
Society. And I ask of Thy endless goodness and mercy, 
humbly through the blood of Jesus Christ, that Thou 
mayest receive this sacrifice of sweet savour, and that 
as Thou hast given the grace to desire and offer it, so 
Thou mayest give sufficient grace to carry it out.” 

These “ simple vows,” through the bull Ascendente 
Domino , published by Gregory XIII., May 25th, 1584, 
have the effect of constituting an impediment to mar¬ 
riage— i.e. even the Jesuit scholastic, from the moment 
of taking the vow, usually before the attainment of his 
twentieth year, is “ incapable ” of marriage, though in 
other orders the effect of the simple vows is only to make 
marriage non-permissible, but not invalid ( matrimonium 
illicitum sed vaMdum). 

The vow taken by the Professed is as follows: 

“ I, N- N-, make profession, and I pro¬ 

mise Almighty God, before His Virgin Mother and the 
whole Court of Heaven and all here present, and before 
Thee, O Venerable Father, General Superintendent of 
the Society of Jesus, or thy Representative, to maintain 
everlasting poverty, chastity, and obedience, and in 
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accordance with obedience I promise to give especial 
care to the education of boys conformably with the mode 
of life which is laid down for the Society of Jesus in the 
Apostolic Letters and in the Constitutions of the Society. 
Further, I promise special obedience to the Pope in 
regard to missions, as is laid down in the Apostolic Letter 
granted to the Society of Jesus and in the Constitu¬ 
tions.” 

The Professed of three vows, who do not constitute 
a separate class, take the same vow, but without the 
promise of obedience to the Pope.* 

Besides these solemn vows, the Professed take five 
so-called minor vows: 

1. Never to change the rules of the Order as to poverty 
unless it were to strengthen them. 2. Never to strive 
after any dignity within the Society. 3. Never to strive 
after any dignity outside the Society, and only to accept 
one when obedience requires it. 4. To report anyone 
who shows any such desire. 5. To pay heed to the 
counsel of the General Superior, even if the rank of a 
prelate outside the Society has been attained. 

The final vows of the Spiritual Coadjutors have the 
same wording as those of the Professed, with the omission 
of the promise of obedience to the Pope and the five 
min or vows of the Professed. 

The final vows of the Temporal Coadjutors (lay 
brothers) are the same as for the Spiritual Coadjutors, 
with the omission of the promise to help in the education 
of youth. 

Mode of Government. —The opinion is very gener¬ 
ally current that the government of the Jesuit Order 
is an absolute monarchy, and that the General is consti¬ 
tutionally an autocrat. But this is not the case. 

Undoubtedly an immense deal of power is concen- 

* Exam, gen., 1; Decl. D. Const. V., 2, 3, and Dec!. C ; Cong. 4, Decret. 54. 
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trated in the Head of the Order, the General, and as a 
rule the whole of the executive power is in his hands. 
For all that, he is anything but an absolute ruler, and it 
would be hard to find a community in which the various 
powers are more delicately interbalanced than the Jesuit 
Order. This skilful balance of equilibrium finds expres¬ 
sion in the Constitutions: 

“It is very important that the individual Superiors 
should possess considerable power over their subor¬ 
dinates and the General over these Superiors, but also 
that the whole Society should have considerable power 
(midtum potestatis) over the General, so that all may be 
able to do all things for good, and that if they [the indi¬ 
viduals] should act unwisely, they may be entirely sub¬ 
ordinate [to the others].” * 

At the head of the whole Order is the General. He is 
elected by the General Congregation for life, but may be 
deposed on certain grounds. 

With extraordinary wisdom and statesmanship, though 
clearly and concisely, the Constitutions set forth the 
necessity of electing a General Superintendent (Prae- 
positus generalis , the official title of the General of the 
Order) for the term of his life. 

l< As it is necessary that in all well-regulated states 
besides those persons who pursue particular aims there 
should be one or several charged with the care for the 
general welfare and who direct their labours towards 
this end as their own particular duty, so it is also neces¬ 
sary for this Society, that besides those who preside 
over the different Houses, Colleges, and Provinces, there 
should be one whose duty it is to care for the whole 
Society, and this is the General, who is to preside over 
the Society for the term of his life, because the experi¬ 
ence thus gained, the practice in government, the exact 

* Const. X., 1, 8. 



420 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

knowledge of the individual members, and the authority 
gained over them, contribute greatly to the good adminis¬ 
tration of his office. A second advantage of appointing 
the General for life is that it gives less consideration 
and opportunity for ambitious aspiration ( omnis cogi- 
tatio et occasio ambitionis longius recedet) ; also it is easier 
to find one person suited to this office than several. A 
third is the example furnished by important communi¬ 
ties ; thus, in the ecclesiastical domain the Pope and 
bishops, in the secular the princes and lords, are appointed 
for life. Again, the authority of the General will be 
greater in the eyes of the world if he cannot be changed, 
than if he were elected only for one or several years . . . 
and with our members the knowledge that he will pre¬ 
sently abdicate his office and be their equal or even 
inferior would lower his authority.” * 

Among the various gifts with which the person to be 
elected General should be specially endowed, the Con¬ 
stitutions, after enumerating moral and intellectual quali¬ 
ties— e.g. virtue and wisdom—-go on to speak of “ the 
rank and wealth which he had in the world, his honour¬ 
able position, and other similar things. To these circum¬ 
stances, too, some regard should be paid, other things 
being equal; but the former are more important, and 
should suffice for election, even if the latter be lacking.” f 

The powers of the General, which extend to the 
whole outer and inner direction of the Order, are enu¬ 
merated under twenty headings in the third chapter of 
Part IX. This power is balanced by the ” authority or 
supervision which the Society must have over its General.” 
This supervision falls into four main divisions: 

1. The Society sets a professed Jesuit by his side 
as his Admonisher ( Admonitor ). 2. The Society has the 
right to veto the acceptance of any dignities offered to 

* Const, IX., 1, and Declar. t Const. IX., 2; Declar. C. 
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him which are incompatible with the execution of hi8 
duties as General. 3. The Society appoints a Vicar-General 
by means of a Congregation specially summoned for the 
purpose through the written suffrages of a definite num¬ 
ber of Professed members, in case the General should 
“ prove himself careless and idle in matters of import¬ 
ance,” or should fall ill. 4. The Society can depose the 
General, if he commits deadly sins which are revealed to 
the world; above all, if he enters into a fleshly union, 
inflicts a grievous wound on anyone, applies any of the 
revenues of the colleges to his own use, gives any of 
the revenues to persons outside the Society, sells the 
possessions of the houses or colleges, preaches false 
doctrine.* 

Only the General Congregation has power to depose. 

“ If his faults are not sufficiently great for deposi¬ 
tion, other matters should be discussed, so that it may 
seem that the Congregation was summoned on account 
of these, and that which concerns the General should 
be kept secret, and, as far as possible, never be made 
known. . . . If it should be decided to deprive him of 
his office, the matter should be discussed with him 
secretly in order that he may himself resign, so that this 
may be made public and his sin and his deposition from 
office on its account may be kept secret.” f 

“ If the faults of which he is convicted are such as 
not to merit deposition, but only correction, four pro¬ 
fessed members should be chosen who are entrusted with 
the duty of considering what punishment is suitable, 
and if the votes are equal, so that they do not come to 
an agreement, a fifth, or else three more, should be 
added.” $ 

“If it should happen that the General (on account 

* Const. IX., 4; Declar. A—E. 
t Const. IX., 5; Declar. C. J IX., 5, 5. 
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of age, illness, or any other cause) is incapable of govern¬ 
ing, a Vicar-General should be appointed, with full powers 
but without the title of General.” * 

“ The Society is to appoint four Assistants to assist 
in the affairs of the General. These are to be appointed 
by the same General Congregation which has elected the 
General. If one of them should die, the General can 
nominate another Assistant, but not without the pre¬ 
vious consent of all the Provincials.” f 

The General's activity extends to every domain. 
Every issue, great or small, is brought to his tribunal 
for decision or approval. For instance, in a letter 
addressed on March 12th, 1649, by General Vincent 
Caraffa to the Provincial of the Upper German Province, 
Laurence Keppler, we read: 

“ The admission of Father Francis Strobel to an 
academic degree is retrospectively approved. During 
the session of the Provincial Congregation there is to be 
no display of any kind; at dinner there are to be only 
two courses, and sweets (bdlaria ex saccaro) are only to 
be served when they have been presented as a gift; excur¬ 
sions for amusement are not permitted.” J 

This comprehensive activity of the General is facili¬ 
tated by the system of reports already described, which 
grew into a regular network of espionage, with the General 
in the centre as receiver. 

Yet, in spite of his apparent omnipotence, the power 
of the General, as already shown, is subjected to con¬ 
stant supervision through the Admonitor and Assis¬ 
tants, with a view to the eventual limitation and even 
abrogation of decisions already taken. 

For above the General stands the General Congrega¬ 
tion. The subordination of the General to the Congre- 

* Const. IX., 5, 6. f IX., 5. 

J Dollinger-Reusch, Moralstreitigkeiten, II., 319 et aeq. 
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gation provided for by the Constitutions finds distinct 
expression in an ordinance of General Peter Beckx of 
May 11th, 1862. 

“ The 21st Congregation, in its 20th decree, has handed 
over to us the whole matter [ordinances as to the publica¬ 
tion of books] and commended it most warmly to us. 
We therefore, desiring to carry out its instructions with 
suitable zeal (nos igitur ea qua par est dUigentia obsequi 
cupientes), are of opinion, etc.”* 

The General Congregations constitute the highest 
supervising and legislative court of the Order. The 
Constitutions say that “ they are not to be held at regu¬ 
lar intervals, nor yet too often. ”f They must be sum¬ 
moned for the election or deposition of a General and for 
the discussion of matters of great importance and per¬ 
manent interest. The General Congregation is sum¬ 
moned by the General or Vicar-General. 

The Congregation is composed of a fixed number of 
Professed and, “ if it thus seem good in the Lord, also 
some Formed Coadjutors.” Usually three persons are 
sent from each Province to the General Congregation— 
the Provincial and two others elected by the Provincial 
Congregation. Besides the three persons elected by the 
Provincial Congregation, the General and Provincial can 
appoint two others to attend the General Congregation; 
but more than five representatives of the same Province 
may never be present at the General Congregation. If 
the matter under discussion is the election of a new 
General, only the Professed have the right to vote and 
stand for election. Each Professed has one vote at the 
General Congregation; the General has two. If the 
votes of the Professed are equal, the Provincials have 
the casting vote; if they, too, are equally divided, the 
General has the casting vote.J 

* Inst. 8.J., II., 253. t Const- VIII., 2, 3, 4. 


$ Ibid., 3. 
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Besides the General Congregations, there are also 
Provincial and Procuratorial Congregations. 

The Provincial Congregation. — All the Professed, 
the heads of houses, Rectors of colleges (even if not Pro¬ 
fessed), and Procurators— i.e. those who control the 
finances of the Province—are entitled to a seat and vote 
in these. The Provincial Congregation elects the dele¬ 
gates to the General Congregation, and the Procurators 
for the Procuratorial Congregation. 

Every third year a Congregation of selected Professed, 
called Procurators (who must not be confused with the 
Procurators mentioned above),assembles about the General. 
Each Province sends two Procurators. The Procuratorial 
Congregation has to decide whether and when the General 
is to summon the General Congregation.* 

Innocent X. decided in 1646 that General Congrega¬ 
tions were to be held every nine years, contrary to the 
Constitutions, which do not appoint them for any defi¬ 
nite intervals. In vain the Eleventh and Twelfth Congre¬ 
gations sought the repeal of the Papal decision. It was 
not till 1746 that it was repealed by Benedict XIV. t 
The Provinces are governed by Provincial Superiors, 
appointed by the General, as a rule for a period of three 
years. With them he associates five or six Consultors 
and a Socius, who also plays the part of Admonitor. 
The Socius and Admonitor have to supervise the official 
actions of the Provincial and report on them to the 
General. 

The Settlements (houses, colleges, etc.) are directed 
by Rectors, Superiors, Presidents; with them, too, Con¬ 
sultors and Admonitors are associated. 

The governing power, therefore, rests in an ascending 
scale in the hands of local Superiors, provincial Superiors 

* Formula Cong. Oen. Provinc. Procurai., II., 9 el teq. 
t Inst. S.J., I., 149, 221. 
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and the General; and when these are assembled together 
the General Congregation dominates all with absolute 
sovereign power. 

How carefully the Order proceeds in the nomination 
of those who are to take part in the government is shown 
by the “ informations ” prescribed by the Constitu¬ 
tions. They serve to complete the ordinance already 
quoted as to supervision and espionage. 

“ Information about those who seem suited to be¬ 
come Superiors.—The Provincial with his Consultors 
should read through the list of all the priests in the 
province, and with their help select those about whom 
information is to be obtained. When the selection has 
been made he should obtain information about each in 
accordance with the scheme. From the answers he 
receives he should make a short but clear synopsis, 
adding numbers but omitting names [in the secret reports 
numbers are used instead of names], in some such fashion 
as this: 

“ Concerning Father N-N-, information received 

from four fathers. 1. Father Antonius Pamphilius, a 
Roman, forty years of age, has been in the Society for 
twenty years; has studied philosophy and theology or 
morals and made good progress, or slight, or very slight, 
in the opinion of three persons; exceeding mediocrity in 
the opinion of two, or in the opinion of all. 2. He has not 
yet held a post as Superior, or he was Minister of this or 
that college or house for two years, and in the opinion of 
three, or two, or one, he proved satisfactory or unsatis¬ 
factory. He was Rector of a college to the satisfaction 
of the external students, in the opinion of all, or some; 
but not to the satisfaction, or the moderate satisfaction, 
of our own members. This is the opinion of two, or 
three, or one, or all. Similarly as to the other offices 
he has held. 3. The procedure as to the other ten 



426 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

essential points resembles that in these two. These 
are: 

“ i. Whether he has ever been a Superior: where, for 
how long, in whstt offices, with what satisfaction to our 
members and others, ii. How he is disposed towards 
spiritual things—prayer and other methods of union 
with God. iii. As to the overcoming of the passions, 
gentleness, humility, love of poverty, or any peculiar 
qualities he may possess, iv. As to vigilance, prudence, 
courage in business, v. As to love, gentleness, reserve in 
regard to subordinates, vi. As to religious discipline, 
straightforwardness, and constancy, vii. How well versed 
in our Constitutions and Rules, and whether he strives, 
by help of their spirit, to lead our members to perfection, 
not with human and political wisdom; and whether he 
has peculiar views of his own not in conformity with the 
views of the Society, viii. How he is disposed towards 
foreign nations and Provinces (of the Order), and whether 
he has particular feelings towards individuals which would 
lead him to offend others in his manner of ruling, ix. 
As to his spiritual zeal and his endeavour to help others, 
and whether he promotes this endeavour in our mem¬ 
bers ; as to his obedience towards his Superiors, and as 
to his own judgment, x. Whether he has ever been 
known to seek after a post as Superior or to have obtained 
one. xi. Finally, whether there were any circumstance 
which would make him fit or unfit to govern. 

“ The answers to these questions should be read and 
examined by the Provincial and his Consultors, and after 
discussion they are to give their views on the separate 
points, and are to add them to the information in this 
fashion: To 1. Father Antonius Pamphilius, Roman, 
forty years old, etc. This information is then to be sent 
to us [the General].” * 

* Ordinaiiones generalium, c. 17, pp. 2, 3, 4; Inst. S.J., II., 236 el seq. 
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Similar “ informations ” are to be obtained about 
those who are to be admitted to the final degrees of the 
Society (the Formed Coadjutors and Professed). 

One ordinance in this information deserves notice: 

“ The informations are to be obtained by the Pro¬ 
vincials, not only from the Consultors, but also from the 
older and more prominent fathers, who are best 
acquainted with the persons proposed, either because 
they have been iheir Superiors or because they have 
entered into confidential relations with them.”* 

The informations, then, ate based on knowledge 
obtained by the informers in confidential intercourse, 
and* even on knowledge which the Superior possesses of 
a subordinate who is bound to make his Statement of 
Conscience to him. Accordingly the informations are 
derived from communications which ought really to be 
secured from revelation by the seal of confidence and 
almost of the confessional. 

* Inst. 8.J., n., 237. 

* 
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Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

CHAPTER XV 

A CRITICISM OF THE INNER CONSTITUTION OF THE ORDER : 

SOME GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS 

* 

By the “ inner constitution of the Order ” I mean the 
spirit of the Order. Theoretically, it is manifested in 
the Constitutions of the Order, and, practically, in its 
activity. Thus the inner and outer are combined, the 
organism of the Order, with its actual and its historical 
life, being formed by both. 

Criticism will, therefore, extend to the whole of this 
domain. But, first, some preliminary questions must be 
answered. 

1. Have we the real, and, above all, the complete 
Constitutions of the Order in the extant editions of the 
“Institute of the Society of Jesus?”* 

A positive answer cannot be given. We can only 
take what is offered as the “ complete ” Constitutions in 
good faith, trusting in the honour of those who issue 
them, namely, the Jesuit Order itself. Nor is corrobora¬ 
tion by another authority of the completeness of the 
Constitutions, to be found anywhere—of course I am only 

* Prague, 1757 ; Rome, 1870; etc. The latest edition of the “ Institute,” 
published in Florence in 1893, cannot be obtained at ordinary booksellers. 
When I sought to procure a copy from the Order through the Berlin branch of 
the Herder firm of publishers at Freiburg i, Br., which is closely connected with the 
Order, my request was refused. They would not supply me with the latest 
edition, even for payment. 

B 
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thinking of an ecclesiastical authority—which has had an 
insight into the original documents, the first drafts and 
editions of the Constitutions. The Order alone tells us, 
“ These are my constitutions and rules.” But not even 
the Order itself has ever stated officially and solemnly, 
“ These % are my complete constitutions, my complete 
rules: there are no others.” 

Serious doubts arise as to their completeness when 
we peruse the Summarium Constitutionum and the 
Regulae Communes *— i.e. those portions of the Con¬ 
stitutions which are supposed to contain a summary, 
the quintessence of the principles and rules: “A sum¬ 
mary ( summarium ) of those statutes which relate to the 
spiritual direction of our members and which are to be 
observed by all.” 

An incoherent mass of matter is to be found here, 
consisting of fifty-two points and forty-nine rules. Regu¬ 
lations dealing with mere externals stand side by side 
with others concerned with ascetic discipline. Funda¬ 
mental rules for the structure and direction of the Society 
alternate with what is obviously unimportant and tran¬ 
sitory. What astonishes us is not so much the lack of 
arrangement as the lack of coherence. We are sensible 
of gaps, and involuntarily the thought arises, “ Has not 
something been omitted here and here and here ? ” 

The Summarium and the Regulae Communes were 
read once every month during meals from the pulpit 
of the refectory. The more often I heard them the 
more strongly I doubted: “ Am I hearing something 
complete or something consciously and intentionally 
curtailed ? ” In important and decisive conversations, to 
be mentioned later, I expressed my doubts to the Pro¬ 
vincial of the German Province, Father Jacob Ratgeb. 
I received the evasive reply : “ Leave alone such quib- 

* Inst. S.J., II., 70-78. 
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bling. Take things as they come ; what lies in the future 
does not concern to-day.” 

The Transactions of the fifth General Congregation 
(1593-1594) afford abundant food for doubt and con¬ 
sideration from this point of view. We know them only 
from the Decrees published by the Order itself. Inci¬ 
dentally, why has the Order never yet published the com¬ 
plete minutes of even a single General Congregation—and 
there have been twenty-five of these up to the present 
time ? Space, surely, has not been lacking in its numer¬ 
ous and voluminous works on the inner and outer history 
of the Order. But even from these Decrees it can clearly 
be seen that there is intentional obscurity with regard to the 
Constitutions, so that we have a full right to doubt their 
completeness when printed and published by the Order* 
We find, in the first place : 

“ Everything in the Formula Instituti which was 
laid before Pope Julius III. and sanctioned by him and 
his successors, and everything in it referring by way of 
explanation to our Constitutions is and must be looked 
upon as the substance of our Institute. And although 
there is other matter belonging to the substance of our 
Institute, the Congregation has decided that it need not 
be discussed at the present time.” * 

Directly after this we read that a request was made 
to explain more clearly what are the substantials [of 
the Institute], and a question was raised as to whether 
it would not be advantageous to add some examples of 
substantials, which seemed opportune, to the sentence, 
“ There is other matter belonging to the substance of 
the Institute.” The Congregation consequently deter¬ 
mined to amend the Decree, f 

The 58th Decree is the result of the amendment: 

“ The substance of the Institute is, in the first place, 

f Decree 45. 


* Decree 44. 
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that contained in the formula or regula of the Society, 
which was submitted to Pope Julius III. and was con¬ 
firmed by him and some of his successors; in the second 
place, that without which the contents of the formula 
could not hold good at all, or only with difficulty, namely : 

(1) There are some essential impediments to admission; 

(2) a judicial form need not be observed on dismissal; 

(3) a statement of conscience must be made to the 
Superior; (4) everyone must be content that anything 
about him, which has been learnt outside confession, 
should be notified to the Superior ; (5) all must be pre¬ 
pared to show suitable love and charity to one another. 
And other similar points, the confirmation of which the 
Congregation has no time to consider at present, especi¬ 
ally as the Generals can confirm them when necessary, if 
they are not confirmed in other General Congregations.” 

But the seventh General Congregation of 1616 decrees 
almost in contradiction to the fifth: 

“ The Congregation decided that it would be more 
advisable to abstain from the confirmation of other things 
pertaining to the substance of the Institute, besides those 
expressed in the formula , because it is not possible to 
express everything in summary. If anybody should feel 
any doubt, he can apply to our worthy Father [the 
General of the Order] and learn from him what he ought 
to think in this respect.” * 

There is here an evident unwillingness to make known 
the complete “ substantialia of the Institute.” It is a 
mere pretext for the seventh General Congregation tb 
say that they cannot be summarised; and there is an 
avowal of the existence of still other substantialia when 
the fifth General Congregation says that “ There is other 
matter besides.”! 

s 

* Decree 40. 

f See Chapter XIV. for the Formula Institute 
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The doubt concerning the incompleteness of the edi¬ 
tions of the statutes, etc., published by the Order becomes 
a certainty through the proceedings of the eighth and 
fourteenth General Congregations. 

The Order carefully conceals in its published collec¬ 
tions of the Congregational Decrees* the transactions and 
resolutions of the eighth General Congregation (1645-46) 
as to an important letter by Innocent X., dealing in 
eighteen points with comprehensive reforms of the Jesuit 
Order. 

At the fourteenth General Congregation in 1696, the 
General, Thyrsus Gonzalez, proposed that the Congrega¬ 
tion should agree that the past events— i.e. the dispute 
as to the General’s attack on probabilism —should not 
again be touched upon. The Congregation decided 
accordingly, but this important resolution is missing in 
every official publication of the Decrees, f The editions 
of the Decrees intended for publicity must not contain 
anything which could throw an unfavourable light on 
inner transactions. How frequently may this sum¬ 
marised procedure have taken effect ? How can history 
be written when founded on such “official transactions”? 

In the rules of the Socius of the Provincial also, allu¬ 
sions are made to secret statutes of the Order, only exist¬ 
ing in manuscript form. 

“ He must take care of the separate archives of the 
Province of the Order, inasmuch as they contain manu¬ 
scripts, which are especially important for the direction of 
the Province.” Amongst these books are included, “ The 
book which contains the unprinted regulations ( ordina - 
tiones ) by the Generals of the Order binding on the whole 
Society. The book which contains another kind of 
unprinted circulars of the Generals.” J 

* Prague edition of the Inst. S.J., I., 449-696; Roman edition, I., 139-461. 

f For proofs of this see Dollinger-Reusch, Moralstreitigkeiten, II., 214. 

X Inst. S.J., II., 86. 
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The latter book especially must be characterised as 
a secret book. 

Secret statutes must also be inferred from an utter¬ 
ance of the Spanish Jesuit Miranda, appointed as Assis¬ 
tant to the General, which is contained in a letter written 
to a friend in 1736, and communicated by the Jesuit 
Ibanez in his report on the Jesuit state of Paraguay. 

“ Until I came here [Rome], where I first obtained 
accurate information about everything, I did not com¬ 
prehend what our Society was. Its government is a 
special study, which not even the Provincials under¬ 
stand. Only one who fills the office which I now occupy 
can even begin to understand it.” * 

Since Miranda was a Provincial before he was nomi¬ 
nated Assistant, he must have understood what he was 
writing about. Ibanez also mentions imprinted “ ordin¬ 
ances, regulations, and letters of the General and Pro¬ 
vincials ” which doubtless were to be kept secret, f 

The words of Don Juan de Palafox, Bishop of Los 
Angeles, whom the Jesuits hated with a deadly hatred 
and persecuted even in the grave, are significant in this 
connection. He says in his famous letter of January 
8th, 1649, to Innocent X., to which I must refer again 
later: 

“ What other Order has Constitutions which are not 
allowed to be seen, privileges which it conceals, and secret 
rules and everything relating to the arrangement of the 
Order hidden behind a curtain ? The rules of every other 
Order may be seen by all the world. . . . But among 
the Jesuits there are even some of the Professed who do 
not know the statutes, privileges, and even the rules of 
the Society, although they are pledged to observe them. 
Therefore they are not governed by their Superiors accord¬ 
ing to the rules of the Church, but according to certain 

* Le Brel Magazin, II., 458. f Ibid, II., 373. 
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concealed statutes known by the Superiors alone, and 
according to certain secret and pernicious denunciations, 
which leads to a large number being driven from the 
bosom of the Society.” * 

2. Has the Jesuit Order secret instructions, and are 
the oft-quoted “Monita privata” authentic? 

From what has been and must still be said I have 
not the least doubt that the Order has secret statutes, 
which it guards carefully. The Jesuit Order merits the 
designation “ secret society ” more than any other asso¬ 
ciation. 

The question as to the authenticity or spuriousness 
of the Monita cannot be answered so easily and 
simply. 

The Monita privata Societatis Jesu (“ Secret Instruc¬ 
tions of the Society of Jesus ”) first appeared in print at 
Cracow in 1612, after they had already been circulated in 
manuscript form. The editor seems to have been the 
ex-Jesuit Zahorowski. Almost innumerable editions and 
reprints in all civilised tongues followed one another. 
The latest edition was published at Bamberg in 1904. 

The importance of the publication follows from the 
fact that, directly after its appearance, the General ol 
the Order, Mutius Yitelleschi, twice (in 1616 and 1617) 
instructed the German Jesuit, Gretser, a prominent theo¬ 
logian of the Order, to refute it, and that up to most 
recent times Jesuit after Jesuit has come forward to 
repudiate it.f 

A few years ago, Adolf Harnack asked my opinion as 
to whether the Monita were genuine or not. I replied 

* Don Juan de Palafox, Letters to Innocent X. (Frankfort and Leipzig, 1773), 
p. 116 et seq. 

f See Duhr., S.J., Jesuitenfdbeln , 4th edition (Freiburg i. Br.), 1904, p. 90 
et seq. 
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that we had to distinguish between the genuineness of 
the form and of the matter, and I still hold to this 
distinction. 

The genuineness of the form— i.e. that the Monita 
were drawn up by the Order itself in the published text 
as a secret supplement to the official Constitution of the 
Order—is hard to prove. 

Of the genuineness of the contents— i.e. that the 
Monita contain regulations in harmony with the spirit 
of the Order, whether its author were a Jesuit or an 
enemy of the Jesuits, whether he wished to write a 
serious or a satirical work—I am as positive as of the 
existence of secret instructions of the Order. 

But even the genuineness of the form cannot be as 
easily disposed of as has been done by the Jesuits, and 
recently, in an especially superficial manner, by the Jesuit 
Duhr.* In face of the historically indisputable facts 
bearing on the Monita, it only remains to the disin¬ 
terested and conscientious examiner to pronounce “Not 
proven ” over the genuineness of the form. 

Ecclesiastical opinions (those of bishops. Congrega¬ 
tions of the Index, etc.) regarding the genuineness are of 
no value, because they are partial, are prompted by the 
Jesuits themselves, and condemn them as false without 
attempting to produce proofs. 

It is natural that the Jesuits themselves should deny 
the genuineness in a flood of refutations. But such denials 
only merit the belief or unbelief which the denial of every 
defendant deserves. Only sound proof can turn the 
scale against the genuineness of the Monita. And 
such proofs have not been produced up to now by the 
Jesuits. Nor has any convincing invalidation of the facts 
advanced on behalf of its genuineness been produced. 

The advocates of their genuineness rely essentially on 

* Jesuitenfabeln, p. 91 et seq. 
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the fact that the manuscript copies of the Monita , upon 
which the printed edition is based, were to be found 
in Jesuit colleges. The discovery of such copies in the 
colleges of Prague, Paris, Roermond (Holland), Munich, 
and Paderborn is beyond question. The copy in the 
Jesuit house at Paderborn was found “ in a cupboard in 
the Rector’s room” (in scriniis rectoris*). The manu¬ 
script copy at Munich, belonging to the contents of the 
library of the Jesuit college of this place, which was sup¬ 
pressed in 1773, was only found in 1870 in a secret recess 
behind the altar of the old Jesuit Church of St. Michael at 
Munich. It would be a decisive token of genuineness if 
it could be proved positively that the Prague copy was 
already there in 1611— i.e. before the first printed edition 
of 1612. J. Friedrich’s statementf makes this seem prob¬ 
able, but not certain. What the Jesuit Duhr J writes to 
the contrary is of no value. It is certain, however, that 
the discovery in Prague was so disagreeable to the Jesuits 
that the chief champion of the spuriousness of the 
Monita , the Jesuit Forer, considered it advisable to 
pass it over in silence in his work of repudiation, Ana- 
tomia Anatomiae Societatis Jesu. On the other hand, he 
zealously demonstrated—what no one disputed—that 
the copy at Paderborn was only brought to light after the 
first edition had been published. Forer’s silence is the 
more remarkable, as a manuscript note, intended for his 
book, treats the Prague discovery as a fact. § The say¬ 
ing that those who keep silence when they could and 
should speak seem to give consent, comes to my mind in 
the case of this ominous silence. || 

* Anatomia, p. 49. f J. Friedrich, Beitrage, p. 8. 

J Jesuitenfabdn, p. 94. § Friedrich, pp. 9 and 66. 

j| Cr6tineau-Joly, who writes in the pay of the Jesuit Order, has indeed the 
audacity to designate the discovery of the manuscript Monita, in the Jesuit 
Colleges of Prague and Paderborn as “ a base historical lie ” {“ un grossier mensongt 
historique. ”). (Histoire de la Compagnie de J&sus. Paris, 1844, III., 372, 2.) 
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I will give a few extracts from the edition in the 
Arcana Societatis Jesu, 1635 (without place of publica¬ 
tion), from the manuscript* found by Christian von 
Braunschweig in a secret drawer belonging to the Rector 
in the Jesuit college at Paderborn, adding my own 
remarks. 

“ What attitude ought the Society of Jesus to take 
up on re-organisation ? ” The directions supplied (attain¬ 
ment of the favour of the population through the render¬ 
ing of services, almsgiving, edifying behaviour for the 
edification of others) are in absolute harmony with the 
Constitutions and rules. 

“ How should the friendship of princes and other 
great people be gained ? ” Although the means indi¬ 
cated for ensuring princely favour cannot be verified in 
detail from the statutes, the whole tendency of the pre¬ 
cepts given corresponds with the official “ explanation ” 
(Declar. B) to Part 10 of the Constitutions: “ Above all, 
we should retain the goodwill ... of temporal princes 
and great men and persons holding prominent posi¬ 
tions.” f The practice of the Order also in greeting 
and receiving princes with a display of magnificence and 
grandiloquent speech harmonises with what is said on 
this point. 

“ What attitude must be taken up by court-chaplains 
and princely confessors ? ” The answer suggests a com¬ 
mentary to General Ac qua viva’s “ Ordinance ” of 1602. 
The confessors must seem to exercise reserve in political 
matters. 

“ Of their attitude to other religious Orders.” Quar¬ 
rels with other Orders are recorded on almost every page 
of Jesuit history. They arose mostly because the Society 
of Jesus, under a pretence of humility (haec minima 
societas —this most humble society) represented itself 

* Friedrich, pp. 4-32. f Inst. S.J., I., 130. 
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as greater and superior in virtue and perfection to all 
other Orders. The advice given for making good the 
reputation of highest perfection everywhere is written 
in the Order’s arrogant spirit, of which I shall speak later. 

“ How may rich widows be kept well disposed towards 
the Society of Jesus ? ” The chief directions in this sec¬ 
tion concern the appointment of Jesuits as confessors 
and spiritual guides, their interference in household regu¬ 
lation and private affairs, incitations to donations and 
alms-giving, and correspond to the actual attitude of the 
Order, which I myself have observed in my home and in 
many other houses of near relations. Especially the secur¬ 
ing of money from wives and widows under the mask of 
piety (confession and exercises) is a world-wide and 
ancient malpractice of Jesuit confessors and spiritual 
guides. The activity of the Jesuit Order in England at 
the end of the sixteenth and beginning of the seven¬ 
teenth century affords very interesting examples of 
this. The English Jesuit, Gerard, relates of himself: 
“ I also received many general confessions; among 
others that of a widow lady of high rank (Lady Lovel), 
who for the rest of her days applied herself to good works 
and gave me an annual sum of 1,000 florins for the 
Society; another widow (Mrs. Fortescue) gave 700.” * 

The Catholic priest, William Watson, reports more 
fully: “In like manner he (the Jesuit Gerard) dealeth 
with such gentlewomen as the Ladie Louell, Mistresse 
Haywood, and Mistresse Wiseman, of whom he got so 
much as now shee feeleth the want of it. By drawing 
Mistress Fortescue, the widow of Master Edmond For¬ 
tescue, into his exercise, he got of her a farme worth 
50 pounds a yere and paid her no rent. Another drift 
he hath by his exercise of cousinage : which is to perswade 

* The Life of Fr. John ■Gerard (London, 1882), p. 63, quoted by Taunton. 
Bistory of the Jesuits in England (London, 1901), p. 162. 
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such gentlewomen, as haue large portions to their mar¬ 
riage, to give the same to him and his companie, and to 
become nuns. So he preuailed with two of Mr. William 
Wiseman’s daughters, with Elizabeth Sherly, with Dorothy 
Ruckwood, with Mary Tremaine, with Anna Arundell, 
and with Lady Mary Percie.” * What is said in the 
Monita of “careful excitement of the sensuous faculty” 
in women and widows does not correspond with reality, 
from my knowledge of facts. 

“ Of the means by which sons and daughters of our 
confessional children are to be brought to a spiritual 
state.” The directions contain nothing which has not 
been practised hundreds of times. The chapter, “ Of 
the choice of young men for our Society and of the manner 
of keeping a firm hold on them,” is taken from life. 

“ What attitude should be taken up by our followers 
in regard to those dismissed from the Order ? ” The 
spreading of evil reports, here recommended, about those 
who have either been dismissed or have withdrawn is 
an almost regular practice. The advice to ill-treat those 
to be dismissed and to hinder their advancement after dis¬ 
missal is confirmed by the practice of the Order. The 
German Jesuit, Streicher, relates in a confidential letter 
(now in the State archives at Munich) from Spain, dating 
from the eighteenth century, “ Half a year before dis¬ 
missal the person to be dismissed is thrown into a dungeon 
and there reduced ( maceratus ) by a diet of bread and 
water. Every Friday he is brought, with chains fas¬ 
tened on both feet, by a lay brother into the refectory, 
and he must scourge himself there [before the others]. Our 
members have also contrived that no one who has not 
withdrawn for legitimate and conclusive reasons shall be 
appointed to a parish or any other benefice.” f That this 

* Decacordon of Ten Quodlibetical Questions (London, 1602), p. 89 el seq. 

f Reprinted from Friedrich, Beitrdge, p. 73 el seq. 
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inhumane treatment was customary not only in Spain is 
proved by a saying of the Archbishop of Lemberg, Deme¬ 
trius Sulkow, recorded by Harenberg *: “It is difficult 
for the persons dismissed [by the Jesuits] to attain to any 
ecclesiastical dignity . . . owing to the antipathy engen¬ 
dered by the Jesuits in the King towards the persons 
dismissed. It is certain that they wished to dissuade 
me from appointing any persons dismissed from amongst 
them to positions in my diocese, and when I asked 
why, they replied, 6 The person dismissed must vanish 
into some obscure comer, so that he may not mislead 
others.’ ” 

From my own experience regarding the behaviour 
of the Order towards dismissed persons, I shall give at 
least one staggering case further on. 

3. Is there a secret class of members existing side 
by side with the grades of the Order mentioned in the 
Constitutions? Are there affiliates of the Jesuit Order? 

We saw in Chapter V. that the Jesuit Order does 
not recognise so-called second and third Orders, such 
as the Franciscans and Dominicans organised among the 
laity, but that the Marian Congregations might be 
characterised as third or second Orders of the Jesuits. 
But however closely the Congreganists may have been 
connected with the Jesuits, they were not attached to the 
Order by the bond of obedience. This bond alone con¬ 
stitutes real affiliates, and the Jesuit Order possesses 
them. 

The possibility of affiliates seems to me to be chiefly 
indicated in two passages in the official “ Institute.” It 
is stated in the Constitutions: 

“ The Society in the broadest sense of the word com- 

* Pragmatische Geschichte des Ordens der Jesuiten (Halle-Helmstadt, 1760), 
II., 965. 
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prises all who owe obedience to the General, also novices 
and whoever, with the desire to live and die in the Society, 
places himself in a position of probation for admission 
into it and to any of the grades which will be discussed.” * 
And the 129th Decree of the first General Congre¬ 
gation (1558) is as follows: 

“ May the laity who take the vows in a military 
Christian Order be admitted into our Order, although it 
must be supposed that they will not make their profession 
in our Society ? Answer: They may be admitted.” f 
In the first passage reference is made to those who owe 
obedience to the General, including novices, and to others 
who place themselves in a position of probation with the 
desire to be admitted into the Society. Unless we assume 
gross tautology, a distinction is drawn between those 
mentioned in the first place and those in the second by 
the “ and ”— i.e. those mentioned in the second place, 
as opposed to those already belonging to the Order, the 
novices, are “ in a position of probation,” but do not 
(yet ?) belong to the Society— i.e . are consequently 
affiliates. 

The second passage clearly speaks of “ laity, who are 
to be admitted into the Society without making their 
profession.” I acknowledge that the word “ profession ” 
may be understood in a restricted sense— i.e. in oppo¬ 
sition to the vows of the coadjutors; but the possibility 
of understanding it in a general sense— i.e. in the sense of 
the vows of the Order generally—cannot be denied. We 
have, then, here also to do with affiliates. 

Moreover, the Constitutions openly mention in Part 
10 a class of members who might properly be styled 
affiliates—namely, all those Jesuits who have become 
bishops or cardinals. 

* Constit. V., 1; Declar. A. 
t Inst. 8.J., I., 170. 
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“ He must also vow to God that if ever he is com¬ 
pelled to accept any preferment outside the Society he 
will at all times listen to the advice of the General for 
the time being, or of any person appointed by him to 
take his place; and if he thinks what is so recommended 
to be desirable, will perform it; not that he who is pre¬ 
ferred holds any member of the Society in the place 
of the Superior, but that he desires of his own free 
will to be bound in the sight of God to do that which 
he shall perceive to be best for God’s service; and is 
content that there should be one to set it before him 
in charity and Christian liberty, to the glory of God 
and our Lord.” * 

This regulation is, it is true, directly opposed to the 
general canonical definitions, according to which a bishop 
or cardinal is no longer bound by an oath to the superiors 
of his Order (when he has been a member of an Order), 
but only to the Pope (soli R. Pontifici ), but it is for that 
very reason a particularly striking example of the per¬ 
tinacity with which the Jesuit Order retains those belong¬ 
ing to it in bondage, in the interests and through the 
egotism of the Order. Ecclesiastical decisions do not regu¬ 
late its conduct, but its own interests and extension and 
the consolidation of its own power. 

It will also be observed how skilfully the words chosen 
conceal their opposition to the canonical law. The Jesuit 
who has become a prelate has no Superior in the Society 
—this is not allowed. He only chooses “of his own free 
will ” someone to obey, and this happens to be the General 
of the Order. 

Thus all bishops and cardinals chosen from the Jesuit 
Order are its affiliates according to the Constitutions, f 

Let us, however, disregard what the Constitutions 

* Constit. X., 1, 6. 

f See Chapter XIV. for the vow of the professed Jesuits. 



16 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

say, secretly or openly, regarding affiliates. The histori¬ 
cal fact of their existence is clear and unmistakable. 

The founder of the Jesuit Order, Ignatius Loyola, 
made a number of affiliations. Thus the Spaniard, 
Miguel Torres, whom Ignatius called “ the apple of his 
eye,” lived as a man of the world. No one knew that 
he was a Jesuit and that Ignatius himself had admitted 
him years previously into the Order. Francis Borgia 
governed his Duchy of Gandia, living outwardly as a 
duke, although he had already four years previously 
made the Jesuit profession with Ignatius’s consent. And 
when Borgia was canonised in 1724 by Benedict XIII., 
reference to his affiliation was even inserted in the bull 
of canonisation: 

“ Whilst still Duke of Gandia he was permitted by 
our predecessor, Paul III., at St. Ignatius’s request, to 
take the vows with the knowledge of only a few members 
of the Order. He was granted four years by the Pope 
to arrange his affairs.” * 

Ignatius did the same with the rich Spanish abbot, 
Domenech, and the secular priest, Vergara, who nearly 
became Grand Inquisitor of Spain whilst still a secret 
Jesuit. The Infant Dom Luis of Portugal also joined 
Ignatius’s Order as an affiliate.f 

We have even a positive theoretical recognition of 
affiliation by Ignatius. Ex-members of other Orders 
wished openly to join the Jesuit Order. Ignatius rejected 
the open union, but caused his secretary, the Jesuit 
Polanco, to write in general terms: 

“ I observe that some are joining the Society and help¬ 
ing it according to the talent given them by God, and 
although they are really not Professed, Coadjutors, nor 

* Inst . S.J. (Prague, 1757), I., 181. 

f The evidence is given by Gothein. Ignatius von Loyola und die Gegenreforma- 
tion (Halle, 1895), pp. 359 et seq* and 788. 
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Scholastics, they faithfully perform the same duties as 
these, and may, on their part, possess the merit of obedi¬ 
ence.” * 

In an Italian record, dating from 1617, f regarding the 
aims of the Society of Jesus and the means of attaining 
them, we are told: 

“ That the Jesuits in England had succeeded in 
appointing an archpriest, who was a Jesuit by vow 
(hanno fatto eleggere uno arciprete Giesuita in voto), and 
who had persecuted the priests outside the Jesuit Order 
like a ravening wolf, brought them to extreme distress, 
and been so successful that almost all the priests in 
England were Jesuits by vow ” ( Giesuiti in voto).% 

Prince William of Orange forwarded to his ambassador 
in London, Dykvelt, an intercepted letter from the Jesuits 
of Liege to the members of their Order in Ereiburg-i.-Br., 
in which it was stated that the King of England, 
James II., the father-in-law of the Prince of Orange, 
had become an affiliate of the Jesuit Order. Even 
Cretineau-Joly did not dare to pronounce the letter 
apocryphal. He only says, “ Authentique ou controuvee 
. , . une correspondance dont Voriginal n’a jamais pu 
etre represented^ J. Friedrich supplies a valuable con¬ 
firmation of the affiliation of the English king here re¬ 
ported, in an original letter from the Jesuit Ruga, in 
London on March 13th, 1687, to the Jesuit Pusterla in 
Milan, which is to be found amongst the Jesuit papers 
in the State Library at Munich. J| The Jesuit Ruga there 
says that, at the first audience which he obtained soon 
after his arrival in England, James II. said to him, “ I 

* Gotthein, Ibid., p. 361. 

f Reprinted in Dollinger-Reusch, MorcUstreitigkeiten, II., 376-390. 

J Ibid., p. 388. § Histoire de la Compagnie de Jesus, 4, 174. 

|| Codex lai. Mon., 26,473, f. 311; Friedrich: Beitrage zur Geechichte des 
J esuitenordens (Munich, *1881), pp. 30, 78; Abhandlung der kgl. bayerischen 
Akademie der Wissenschaften, Class III.^Vol. XVI., Part 1. 

C 
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am a son of the Society of Jesus,” and the Queen, “ I am 
its daughter.” A few days after this the Queen repeated 
to him, “ It is my ambition to be a daughter of the Society 
of Jesus.” 

A document of the seventeenth century, “ Instruc¬ 
tions for Princes as to how the Jesuit Fathers rule,” * 
speaks openly of affiliation. 

“ There is a class of secular Jesuits of both sexes, 
which, with blind obedience, attaches itself to the Society, 
adjusting all its actions in accordance with the advice of 
the Jesuits and obeying all their commands. This is 
mostly composed of gentlemen and ladies of rank, especi¬ 
ally widows, also citizens or very rich merchants. Women 
especially are led on to renounce the world by the Jesuits, 
who then receive from them pearls, garments, furniture, 
and revenues. Another class of Jesuits consists of men 
holding clerical and lay positions, who live in the world 
supported by the Order and obtain pensions, abbeys, 
and benefices through it. These must solemnly promise 
to put on the garb of the Order at the General’s com¬ 
mand ; they are called Jesuits in voto. The Order makes 
wonderful use of them for the support of its rule. They 
are kept at courts and near the most prominent people 
in all kingdoms, so that they may act as spies and give 
an account of all that is transacted to the General of the 
Order.” 

A despatch of the Paris Nuncio of February 8th, 1773, 
communicated by Theiner,]’ coincides with this asser¬ 
tion : 

“ Far from acquiescing in the dissolution of the 
Jesuits, I know from her [Madame Louise, Carmelite, 
daughter of Louis XV. of France] that not only is she 
convinced that the suppression will never come to pass, 

• Manuscript of the Parisian BibliotMque Nationale , fonds italiens. No. 986. 

f Oeschichte dee Pontifikats Klemens XIV. (Leipzig, 1853), II., 321. 
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but also that the Pope has not sufficient authority to 
carry it out. This is also the opinion which all Jesuit 
tertiaries secretly propagate everywhere.” 

Therefore such a well-informed man as the Papal 
Nuncio recognises the existence of “ Jesuit tertiaries ” 
as a matter of course. Since, however, the Jesuit Order 
does not possess real tertiaries— i.e. a third Order, as the 
Dominicans and Franciscans do—only affiliates of the 
Order can be understood when the expression chosen 
by the Nuncio is used. 

Saint-Simon also recognises affiliates. 

“ The Jesuits always have lay members in all the 
professions. This is a positive fact. Doubtless Noyers, 
Louis XIII.’s secretary, belonged to them, and also many 
others. These affiliates take the same vows as the 
Jesuits so far as their position allows— i.e. the vow of 
absolute obedience to the General and the Superiors of 
the Order. They are to substitute for the vows of poverty 
and chastity the service rendered and protection afforded 
to the Society, and especially unlimited submission to 
the Superiors and confessor. . . . Politics thus come 
within their scope through the certain help of these 
secret allies.” * 

The Jesuit Lallemant reported in 1642 from Canada 
that there, with the consent of the Provincial of the 
French Province, to which Canada belonged, lay mem¬ 
bers were attached to the Society of Jesus. They took 
the vow to serve the Jesuit Order throughout their whole 
life wherever their services were required. The vow 
was modelled on one which was previously commonly 
used, with the consent of the General, in the Champagne 
Province of the Order. It was taken secretly, without 
outward ceremony, in presence of the confessor. Those 
joined to the Jesuit Order in this manner received the 

* Memoires, 12, 164. 
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official designation, “ Bonnes .” * This points to a whole 
class of affiliates. 

We also meet with the same arrangement in the 
English Province of the Order. In the 44 Records of the 
English Province,” f published by the Jesuit Foley (a 
lay brother), the following entry is to be found: 

44 Oliver, George, Rev., D.D., born in Newington, 
Surrey, on February 9th, 1781 ; ordained priest in 1806. 
He was the last survivor of a number of Catholic clergy¬ 
men, scholars of the English Jesuits, who, though never 
entering the Society, always remained in the service of 
the English Province [of the Order] and subject to its 
[the English Province’s] Superiors. ... He died at 
Exeter a few years after 1851.” 

In England, therefore, the institution of affiliates, 
already mentioned, in 1617, was maintained for nearly 
two hundred and fifty years—to 1851. 

These historical events are so convincing that the 
secret institution of affiliates must be admitted as an 
irrefutable fact. 

To be sure, the Jesuits still deny the proofs which 
I have brought forward and which are also known to 
them, suppress them, and content themselves with an 
avowal of the existence of affiliates during the first period 
of the Order. Thus the arch-falsifier, the Jesuit Duhr, 
who has already been unmasked frequently and will be 
unmasked yet again, writes: 

44 A few cases in (sic) the difficulties of the first period do 
not give any right to generalise or speak of an‘Institution.’ ” J 

44 The few cases of the first period ” (which Duhr 
carefully suppresses, however) are the above-mentioned 
affiliations of Duke Francis Borgia, Miguel Torres, etc. 

* The Jesuit Relations and Allied Documents (Cleveland, Burrow Brothers and 
Company), XXI., 293 et seq. 
tVIL, 559, 


J Duhr, S.J., Jesuitenfabeln (4), p. 921. 
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Moreover, everything is really admitted by the avowal 
that there were affiliates during the first period. For 
what was then possible and actual, 44 owing to special cir¬ 
cumstances,” is always possible, and will always be actual 
when the special circumstances again occur. Their occur¬ 
rence consequently only depends upon the will of the 
Superiors of the Order. If they declare that the circum¬ 
stances have occurred, they have occurred. 

4, Are the Constitutions of the Order, and the Jesuit 
Order itself, authoritatively directed against Lutheranism 
and generally against heresy ? 

A distinction must here be drawn between the form 
and the matter, as in the question of the genuineness or 
spuriousness of the Monita. Ignatius Loyola, when 
founding his Order and drawing up his Constitutions, 
can scarcely, indeed, have had Lutheranism and heresy 
formally in mind. It is certain, however, that the Jesuit 
Order from its very foundation actually considered the 
combat with heresy, and especially Lutheranism, to be 
its chief task. We have the strongest evidence of this. 

Urban VIII.’s Bull of Canonisation of Ignatius Loyola 
in 1623 states : 

44 God’s inexpressible goodness and mercy, which 
provides for every age in wonderful ways, raised up the 
mind of Ignatius Loyola . . . when Luther, that hor¬ 
rible monster {monstrum teterrimum), and the other 
detestable plagues {aliaeque detestabiles pestes), with their 
blasphemous tongues,* strove to destroy in the northern 
regions the ancient religion, with all its sanctity and 

* What extraordinary expressions (let ns take this opportunity of remarking) 
the Papacy employs, even in its most authoritative proclamations, against the 
Reformation and the Reformers ! Rome is not bound by scruples or dignity of 
utterance when heretics are in question. Then the most vulgar abuse is in place. 
It claims as its right not only freedom to abuse, but also to anathematise. I cer¬ 
tainly do not recommend that the Papal tone should be imitated by the non- 
ultramontane party. But we must not marvel too much when this occurs. 
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its ideal of a perfect life, and to degrade the authority of 
the apostolic see. This Loyola surrendered himself so 
implicitly to the guidance and fashioning of the Divine 
authority . . . that after the establishment of the new 
Order of the Society of Jesus, which, amongst other works 
of piety and love, entirely devoted itself, according to 
its Constitutions, to the conversion of the heathen and 
the leading back of heretics to the true faith,* he came 
to a saintly end.” 

The conclusiveness of this Papal pronouncement is 
strengthened greatly by a remark of Cardinal Monte, 
which he addressed to Pope Gregory XV. in the secret 
consistory in connection with the canonisation of Ignatius 
Loyola in 1622: 

“ When in the previous century the devil sowed tares 
in the well-tilled and prepared field of the Church and 
tried to undermine religion by Luther’s blasphemous 
tongue in Germany and Henry YIII.’s unprecedented 
ferocity in England, God’s inexpressible goodness and 
mercy . . . raised up Ignatius Loyola.” f 

It is explicable, therefore, that Clement XIV.. actu¬ 
ally states in the Brief, “ Dominus ac Redemptor” of July 
21st, 1773, by which he suppressed the Jesuit Order : 

“ It is certain that the Jesuit Order was founded 
... for the conversion of heretics.” 

The official historian of the Order, Cretineau-Joly, who 
wrote his voluminous work with the material and intellec¬ 
tual support of the Order, also lets slip this admission : 

“ In the Society of Jesus missions are of secondary 
importance (accessoires). The chief object is . . . the 
battle against heresy in Europe.” % 

Numerous proofs from the sphere of the. Order itself 

* Inst, S.J. (Prague, 1757), I., 119 et seq. 

■j- Dollinger-Reusch, Selbstbiographie des Kardincds Bdlarmin, p. 336. 

J Histoire de la Gompagnie de J6su&, I., 318. 
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can also, of course, be produced of the extreme hostility 
of the Jesuit Order to heresy, even though the Constitu¬ 
tions be not actually directed against it. 

Thus, to begin with the founder of the Order, the 
activity of Ignatius in the interests of the Inquisition is 
especially noteworthy. He writes, in 1542, to his fellow 
member, Simon Rodriguez, in Lisbon, that Pope Paul 
III., at his instigation, has decided to set up a Cardinal’s 
Congregation of the Inquisition. Thus Ignatius Loyola 
is the intellectual originator of the Roman Inquisition 
which exists even to this day,* and of its bloodshed. 
Ignatius also tried his hardest to prevail on Paul III. to 
consent to the request of John III. of Portugal and 
establish the Inquisition there on the same lines as in 
Spain. Indeed, in a letter to the Jesuit Miron, of June 
20th, 1555, he declares that he is prepared to place mem¬ 
bers of his Order at the head of the Portuguese Inquisi¬ 
tion, but wishes, so as to keep up appearances, that 
this should be done at the express command of the Pope.} 
The matter fell through, however. 

The hatred of heretics, and not only heresy, which 
blazed up, in the Inquisition to a bloody persecuting fury, 
is therefore a pious legacy to Jesuits from their founder. 
They guard the inheritance carefully and augment it 
forcibly by putting themselves forward in their writings, 
from the commencement of their existence to the present 
day, as definite supporters of the bloody persecution 
of heretics. I refer to the leading theologians of the 
Jesuit JOrder—Tanner, Laymann, Castropalao (seven¬ 
teenth century); Perrone, Wenig, de Luca, Granderath, 
Laurentius (nineteenth and twentieth centuries).} 

* Cartas de San Ignacio (Madrid, 1874), I., 132, quoted by Druffel; Ignatius 
von Loyola an der romischen Kurie (Munich, 1879), pp. 12 and 38. 

f Genelli, S. J., Leben des hi. Ignatius von Loyola (Innsbruck, 1848), p. 256 ei seq. 

J Cf. my work, Moderner Stoat und romische Kirche (Berlin: C. A. Schwetschke 
u. Sohn), pp. 146 et seqt 
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Some passages from one of the most outstanding works 
in Jesuit literature and from the official Ratio Studi- 
orum of the Order may still further illustrate theoretic¬ 
ally its hatred of heretics, while a historical occurrence 
and a personal experience may supply practical illus¬ 
tration. 

We read in the Imago primi saecidi : 

“ A time ago it was 1617. The Lutherans reckoned 
this as the centenary of their godless religion, because a 
hundred years before there appeared the first sparks of 
the pestilential flame, which afterwards spread quickly, 
with a hopeless fury, like a storm, first through Germany 
and then through some neighbouring provinces. . . . 
Ignatius, whom God in His eternal wisdom raised up to 
oppose Luther, shall confront him in our work, too. . . . 
In presence of Ignatius does Luther, the stigma of Ger¬ 
many, the Epicurean swine, the ruin of Europe, the 
monster who brought disaster on the globe, the outcast 
of God and man, deserve a centenary jubilee ? * After 
Luther, false to God and religion, had forsaken the ancient 
faith, he was joined by a mob of petty schoolmasters, 
insolent grammarians, degenerate poets, frivolous little 
Hellenists, drunken orators, and Heaven knows what 
other ridiculous objects of philosophers and philologists. 
The dregs of the population, cobblers, dyers, butchers, and 
weavers followed their example. . . . From all sides 
streamed together the most vicious people—persons 
notorious through infamy, condemned by judges, bear¬ 
ing visible brands of shame . . . they trampled down 
everything humane and godly. ... In front marched 
Luther, carrying the godless torch which, in the form of 
an abominable treatise, tried to make all believe that 
unchastity was more necessary than food, drink, and 
sleep. . . . This infamous apostate [Luther] led to 

* Imago primi saeculi, pp. 18^ et seq. 
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battle ignorant persons, who had sprung from foul dens 
and the lowest dregs, of godless and infamous life, notori¬ 
ous through immorality, harpies of the Holy Scripture. 
With what an honourable and well-equipped host— 
really with word and deed—did the Society of Jesus 
oppose him.* Certainly we do not deny that we have 
entered into a bitter and eternal struggle for the Catholic 
religion against heresy. Like St. Jerome, each of us says 
to-day, ‘ I cannot agree with you on one point—namely, 
that I spare the heretics [not “ heresy 55 ; haereticis , not 
haeresi ] and do not prove myself a Catholic. If this is 
the reason of our disagreement, I can die, but I cannot be 
silent. 5 It is in vain for heresy to expect to attain friend¬ 
ship with the Society of Jesus through silence alone. As 
long as there is life in us, we will bark at the wolves for 
the defence of the Catholic flock. Peace is out of the 
question; the seed of hate is innate within us ( Desperate, 
fax est , odii semina innata sunt). Ignatius is for us what 
Hamilcar was for Hannibal. At his command, we have 
sworn eternal war at the altars. 55 f 

In the Ratio Studiorum the thirteenth “ rule for the 
external students of the Order 55 is as follows : 

“ They must not go to public exhibitions, comedies, 
or plays, nor to executions of criminals, except perhaps 
of heretics. 55 

This fine injunction remained in force to 1832. Only 
then—when, indeed, there were no longer executions of 
heretics—was the permission to Jesuit scholars, boys of 
tender age, to find edification in executions of heretics 
cancelled. 

The historical event—one of many—was the “ Mas¬ 
sacre of Thorn,” brought about by the Jesuits. 

On July 17th, 1724, the Jesuit College at Thorn was 
destroyed by a section of the students and population. A 
* Pp. 550-552. f Pp. 843 et seq. 
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Protestant had not bared his head whilst a procession 
was passing by, and because a student of the Jesuit col¬ 
lege struck off his hat, the fanatical Jesuit scholar was 
thrown into prison by the Protestant magistrate. This 
led to a great disturbance, and the destruction of the 
Jesuit establishment on the following day. The matter 
came before the high court of justice and the assessorial 
court at Warsaw; and the president and vice-president 
of Thom, Posner and Zerneke, as well as nine citizens of 
Thorn, were condemned to death. 

This terrible sentence was mainly due to an inflam¬ 
matory speech delivered to the judges on October 31st 
by one of the Jesuits. 

“ 4 Oh, thou Mother of God, thou has fallen amongst 
Tartar heathendom at Thom. See how the godless 
trample thee under foot! . . . Thou art no Queen in 
Poland to the inhabitants of Thorn; rather has a godless 
and most ignominious insult transformed thee into a 
wench condemned to the pyre.’ The Jesuit recalled to 
min d the oaths taken by the judges in the Marian Con¬ 
gregations, 4 1 will never permit anything against thine 
honour to be done by my subordinates.’ * . . . The 
crucified God entreats and stretches out the hand hacked 
off by the inhabitants of Thom, 4 Do right and further 
justice ! . . . The head of the serpent must be bruised. 
... I could here speak on behalf of my house, but 
the wounds of my brothers [the Jesuits], caused by here¬ 
tical hands, are marks of honour in suffering disgrace for 
Jesus’ sake. I do not ask for corporal or capital punish¬ 
ment ; being a priest, I do not thirst for blood.’ ” f 

The further details of the affair show what was really 

* A very instructive example of the trenchant effect of the Congregations on 
the public life. 

f Diarius von dem in Thorn a. 1724, d. 17, Jvli entstandenen Tumulte und darau 
erfolgten Jeeuitiachen Prozesaus, VIII., 51; Stddtisches Archiv zu Thom ; Jacobi, 
Dos Thorner Blutgerichi, 1724 (Halle, 1896), pp. 91 et seq, and 173. 
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intended by this hypocritical expression of gentleness on 
the part of the Jesuits. 

To the sentence of death was added the rider: The 
sentence is only to be carried out if a Jesuit, together 
with six conjurors from the Polish nobility, shall corro¬ 
borate on oath the guilt of the accused. This oath was 
taken by a Jesuit at the command of the Jesuit Rector, 
and the heretics were put to death on December 7th, 
1724, in the cruel manner then customary. 

Leaving all non-essentials out of the question, this 
much is certain—that the lives of nine people, whose 
offence consisted in the fact that they had not prevented 
the destruction of a house belonging to the Jesuits, 
depended on the oath of the Jesuits. The Jesuits took 
the oath, and the lives of the nine were forfeit. 

I put the question, “ Who and what are Jesuits ? ” 
They themselves reply, “ A band of people following Jesus 
in a quite special manner, and making His principles their 
own.” The religious and ethical significance of the 
massacre at Thorn instigated by the Jesuits lies in this 
question and answer: The strongest antithesis to Jesus 
Christ, the most furious hate towards “ heretics.” 

A few events connected with the murderous oath of the 
Jesuits set it in the worst of lights. 

The Papal Nuncio, Santini, begged the Rector of the 
Jesuit College in a letter not to permit the oath to be 
taken, so as not to be the cause of a ninefold murder. 
He made this request to the Jesuit Superior by agree¬ 
ment with and at the desire of the Polish Lord High* 
Chancellor, who considered that “ such an action would 
be in keeping with the sanctity of their [the Jesuits’] 
position.” * The letter was placed in the Jesuit Superior’s 
hands in good time, as is shown by his answer, dated 

* Text of the entire letter : Leben und Tate Papet Benedikti XIII. (Frankfort, 
1731), I., 714. 
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December 10th, 1724. Though the “ Annual Reports of 
the College of Thorn,” drawn up by the Jesuits, state 
that it came a day too late, these 4 ‘Annual Reports” deserve 
no credence, as they contain entirely uncontrolled Jesuit 
statements and are also contradicted by the reply of 
the Rector to the Nuncio’s letter. Besides, it is certain 
that the judges drew the Jesuit Rector’s attention, 
directly before the oath was sworn, to the fact that the 
Papal Nuncio had advised him against it. But for all 
that the Jesuit permitted his subordinates to take the 
oath. 

Moreover, a real piece of Jesuit cunning and Roman- 
ultramontane hypocrisy came to light during and after 
the act of swearing. When the judicial assembly of Thorn 
saw the Jesuit with his six conjurors before it, ready to 
take the oath, attention was drawn to the fact that, 
according to the canonical law, priests might not assist 
in a death sentence, and the oath to be taken involved such 
assistance. The Jesuit Rector replied that he knew the 
prohibition, but it did not apply here, because the Jesuit 
whom he had chosen to take the oath was a lay brother 
— i.e. not a priest! * 

After the oath, which resulted in torture and death 
for the nine unfortunate men, the Jesuits, with tears, 
implored mercy for the condemned. They thereby 
assumed a real and fitting Inquisitorial hypocrisy, which 
the Papacy carried on for centuries so as to be able to 
justify outwardly the noble expression, “ The Church 
does not thirst for blood.” f 

After the actual drama had taken place, the bearing 
of the Jesuits remained worthy of the beginning and 

* With reference to the infamous Jesuit action at Thom, cf. Jacobi, Das Thorner 
Blutgericht. 

t Cf. my work. Das Papsttum, etc., in which I have exposed the abso¬ 
lutely infamous untruthfulness of this Popish entreaty for the life of the heretics 
condemned by the Popish Inquisition. 
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continuation. Greed for the possessions of the heretics 
was associated with bloodthirstiness against the heretics. 

In the judgment, the excessive compensation of 
36,400 florins was awarded to the Jesuits. This was 
finally reduced to 22,000 florins after the Jesuits had 
shown themselves very obstinate in their demands. Eight 
thousand florins were to be paid them in cash, and for 
the remaining 14,000 florins they received the municipal 
estates of Lonzyn and Wengorzyn. The estates were 
only to revert again to the municipality on the payment 
of 14,000 florins, together with interest at 6 per cent. 
The estates remained in the Jesuits’ hands till the autumn 
of 1730. The town found it very difficult to raise the 
8,000 florins in cash. A merchant, Marianski, advanced 
this sum to it, taking as security the plate of one of the 
executed men, the Burgomaster Roesner, and the Jesuits 
quietly pocketed this sum, which might doubly be termed 
blood-money. * 

This is unsurpassed hate on a large scale. A personal 
experience may show in what a paltry manner hatred of 
heresy may be expressed. 

When I was stationed in 1889 at Exaeten, as “ scrip- 
tor,” the Geschichte des deutschen Volkes, by Johannes 
Jansen, was read aloud at table. In connection with 
this the question arose during recreation as to whether 
we should put the accent on the second or first syllable 
of the word “ lutherisch .” I was of opinion (mistakenly, 
however) that the pronunciation “ lutherisch ” expressed 
more contempt than the pronunciation “ lutherisch .” 
Accordingly, I requested the Praefectus lectionis ad 
mensarn , the Jesuit Spiellmann (then chief editor of the 
magazine Katholische Missionen , and a writer of juvenile 
works which were very much read in Germany), to put 
a stop to the contemptuous pronunciation “ lutherisch ” 

* Jacobi, Das Thorner Blutgericht, pp. 137 e< seq. 
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during the reading at table. This suggestion was indig¬ 
nantly received; it was considered that the more con¬ 
temptuously this word was pronounced the better. And 
from that time onwards, as often as a reader said “ luthe- 
risch” the “repetat” of the Jesuit Spielimann resounded 
with especial emphasis. It was desirable that the con¬ 
temptuous “ lutherisch ” should be drummed into the 
young scholastics (it was they who read aloud). 


THE SPIRIT OF THE ORDER 

As the Society of Jesus, the Jesuit Order prides itself 
on possessing in a quite special manner the spirit of 
Jesus Christ. The opposite is the case. 

Whoever reads the Constitutions of the Order care¬ 
fully will at once notice how very highly they esteem 
wealth, rank, prominent position, and, in short, that which 
is desirable and coveted from a worldly point of view, 
whereas Christ’s teaching stands in sharpest contrast. 
He designates the lowly, the poor, the small, the insigni¬ 
ficant, the despised, as His own. 

As I shall deal in separate sections with the arrogance 
of the Order, its craving after honours and wealth, and 
similar important points, I will here give only a few 
selections from the Constitutions in order to illustrate 
the conflict between the “ Society of Jesus ” and Jesus. 

In the choice of a person for the position of General 
the man who, as the head of the Society of Jesus, should 
therefore most resemble Jesus, nobility of birth, the 
possessions whioh he had in the world, honours and the 
like, are considered as desirable qualifications. 

Noble birth and riches serve likewise as grounds for 
admission to the profession of the three vows. Though 
not expressly mentioned in the Constitutions, both the 
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exponents whom I have to thank for my intimate know¬ 
ledge of the subject, my Novice-Master, the Jesuit 
Meschler, and my Instructor during the Tertiate, the 
Jesuit Oswald, always quoted them at the appropriate 
point in their instructions. 

The Constitutions allow women of rank an exceptional 
position as compared with those of the middle class. 

Finally, the all-permeating spirit of worldly wisdom— 
of course expressed in unctuous religious form—stands 
out in the words: 

“ Above all things, it is necessary to retain the good¬ 
will of the Apostolic See . . . next, that of princes and 
great men ( magnatum ) and persons holding prominent 
positions, upon whose favour or disfavour it depends to 
a large extent whether the way be open or closed for the 
service of God and for the salvation of souls.”* 

Such instructions do not exactly breathe the spirit of 
Jesus Christ. 

We have seen already in the description of its educa¬ 
tional activity how this worldly, arrogant and selfish 
spirit influences the conduct of the Order in such things 
as magnificent buildings and exhibitions, preference for 
the nobility and contemptuous treatment of poor scholars. 
We shall encounter it in a still more pronounced form in 
other domains of the extensive Jesuit field of labour. It 
is so evident that it strikes all who come in close touch 
with Jesuits. A remark made by the first Cardinal Arch¬ 
bishop of Westminster, Nicholas Wiseman, the author of 
the much-read book Fabiola, may here be quoted in 
place of numerous proofs. Wiseman writes to his friend, 
the Oratorian father, Frederick William Faber, in a con¬ 
fidential letter, dated October 27th, 1852: 

“ The Jesuits have a splendid church, a large house, 
several priests. . . . Scarcely was I settled in London, 

, •* Const. X.; Declar. B, 
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than I applied to their Superior to establish here a 
community in due form of some ten or twelve fathers. 
I also asked for missionaries to give retreats to congrega¬ 
tions, etc. I was answered on both heads, that dearth 
of subjects made it impossible. Hence, we have under 
them only a church, which by its splendour attracts and 
absorbs the wealth of two parishes, but maintains no 
schools, and contributes nothing to the education of the 
poor at its very door. I could say more, but I 
forbear.”* 

A second characteristic of the Constitutions is their 
cosmopolitanism. When this point is discussed, the 
Jesuits reply (and I myself believed for a considerable 
time in the validity of the answer): “We are no more 
and no less international than Christianity.” This is 
false and a lie when spoken by Jesuits. 

No doubt Christianity desires to spread amongst all 
nations, but not to deprive any nation of its individuality, 
nor does it aim at reducing all nationalities to a dead 
level. This is, however, just the aim systematically 
pursued by the Jesuit Order. It discourages most severely 
every national movement and every national peculiarity; 
and that not only in the case of its own members. The 
same international levelling effort is brought to bear on 
the young people entrusted to it for education. 

Kink tells us that a national colouring could not be 
given to Jesuit instruction, if only because the teaching 
staff of the Order was composed of men from all lands 
of Catholic Christendom. Although the Emperor Fer¬ 
dinand I. had commanded, in 1558, that the Jesuits who 
occupied the two theological chairs [in Vienna] should 
also have a mastery of the German language, his order 
was not obeyed. It frequently occurred later on that 
not even one of the Jesuits teaching at the University 


* Purcell, Life of Cardinal Manning (London, 1895), II., 3, 
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could understand German, and that many government 
decrees had to be translated into Latin on their ac¬ 
count.* 

As I have minutely discussed the internationalism of 
Jesuit instruction and education in previous chapters, I 
will not go further into it here. I have already quoted the 
text of the cosmopolitan and unpatriotic rule of the 
Order—the 43rd of the Summarium. This is illustrated 
in an extremely instructive manner by the secret report 
of a Visitatorf of the Upper German Province of the 
Order in 1596: 

“ I do not refer to the party divisions between Catholics 
and heretics, for the heretics are not worthy of being 
included under the word 6 Christian ’ [in the rule quoted], 
because, on account of their faithless life, they oppose 
Christ and true Christians. Nor do I believe that this 
rule prevents us from rejoicing at the victory of Catholics 
over heretics, or forbids us to deplore in our discourses 
the hostility between Catholics brought about by the 
heretics. ... To this is due the misfortune that there 
are some people in our Society who have not a good 
opinion of the brothers outside our nationality, and who 
occasionally, in jest and earnest, unkindly censure their 
customs and their national failings, and cannot bear that 
such should be sent into this province. This is a very 
bad fault. It is to be shunned like the plague, and the 
old confidential intercourse between the different nations 
is very desirable and should be revived. Formerly there 
was scarcely a greater ornament of the Society—it was 
almost a miracle—than that members of such different 
nationalities should dwell amongst one another on such 
friendly terms. When this unity ceases, how can we 

♦ Oeschichte der kaiserl. Universitdt Wien (Vienna, 1854), I., 410. 
t A Visitator is a Jesuit commissioned by the General of the Order for the 
inspection of one or several Provinces of the Order. 

D 



34 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

speak of a Society, and how can it exist ? . . . May 
those be cut off who disturb this harmony, and rend the 
seamless mantle of the Society with their poisonous 
tongues.”* 

Cosmopolitanism is particularly noticeable in the 
mixture of the various nations within the individual 
Provinces of the Order. The German Province, to which 
I belonged, numbered Danes, Swedes, English, North 
Americans, Brazilians, Irish, Dutch, Swiss and Austrians 
amongst its members. I have already mentioned that 
Alsatians (before 1870) and French Swiss were rectors of 
the German school at Feldkirch. 

The destruction of national sentiment is inevitably 
connected with cosmopolitanism. To quote from my 
first little book against the Jesuit Order :f 

“ Even if we merely conceive the Order as a whole and as 
what it is meant to be—an organism animated by the same life, 
the same feelings and the same thoughts—it becomes clear that 
there can be no question of fostering or even maintaining patri¬ 
otism. If Germans and French, English and Russians, Poles, 
Spaniards, Italians, Americans, Swedes, Danes, Hungarians, 
Japanese and Chinese are to be permeated with the same senti¬ 
ment, the distinct characteristics which each one of these nations 
possesses muBt be suppressed, but it is just in this distinct and 
characteristic trait that the centre of gravity of patriotism lies. 

“It is useless to point to Christianity, which also desires to 
animate all these national dissimilarities with one spirit and yet 
does not kill patriotism: In Christianity this one spirit is super¬ 
natural, directed towards the world beyond. Christianity unites 
the nations in an ideal community, and, above all, Christianity 
leaves each member, the individual Christian, in the place and 
circumstances in which he was bom and bred, and does not mix 

* Reusch, Beitrdge zur Geschichte des J esuitenordens : Zeitschrift fur Kirchen- 
gtschichte, 1894, XV., 2, p. 264 ei seq. 

t Mein Austria aus dem Jesuitcnorden (Leipzig, Breitkopf und Hartel,), 10th 
thousand, p. 36 et seq. 
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up peoples and nations. But Jesuitism, though also striving after 
an ideal, and though also aiming at an ideal community, belongs 
absolutely to this world in its social aims, for nobody could 
seriously assert that the Jesuit Order would persist as an Order 
in the world to come; Its methods, therefore, for attaining this 
temporal ideal of unity are also directed towards this world, i.e. 
even in this world, national, social and political diversities must 
disappear as much as possible, so far as the members of the Jesuit 
Order are concerned. The more cosmopolitan the Jesuit, the 
less attached to native country and home in his feelings as well as 
in his actions (this point is important), the more indifferently he 
views the form of government under which he lives, the better 
he is and the nearer does he approach to the ideal of a Jesuit. 

“ In this connection, the term which almost takes the place 
of the word ‘ patriotism ’ in the Constitutions of the Jesuit Order 
is very characteristic. The Jesuit should be animated by universal 
love (universalis amor) towards the Christian nations and princes. 
And this must be so; it cannot, indeed, be otherwise, if the Jesuit 
wishes to be what he ought to be. 

“It is impressed upon the Jesuit, from his very admission to 
the Society until the end of his life, that he exists for the world 
and not for this or that nation. He is made to understand this 
practically by being despatched to the most dissimilar countries. 
He goes from Germany to France, America, India, Brazil, Italy 
and Sweden, and in each he has to accommodate himself as exactly 
as possible to the existing social and political conditions, and 
adapt himself to the character and views of the people. 

“ Such a system may produce forces working with irreproach¬ 
able uniformity, but not patriots. 

“ I have already defined patriotism as self-sacrificing love of 
our native land. By native land, however, I do not only mean 
the land i.e. the fields, woods, mountains and rivers, but above 
all, the social and political institutions of the land in question, 
and the ancient and traditional arrangements upon which its 
inner life rests. A real patriot must love these, too, devotedly. 
Thus, for example, real patriotism with regard to Germany is 
necessarily connected with a monarchical sentiment. If within a 
society the adherence of the members to hereditary and national 
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institutions is diminished by the system then prevailing, their 
patriotism is also destroyed. If, in spite of this, the individual 
member preserves true patriotism, he does so in opposition to the 
system. No further exposition is required to show that the Jesuit 
system must level away patriotism. So international a Society, 
consisting of so many heterogeneous national elements must strive 
for the abandonment of monarchical or republican preferences. 

“ Besides their chief domiciles which are situated abroad, the 
German Jesuits have their greatest field of work in lands across 
the sea, such as South America and British India, which are both 
republican and monarchical. That state of affairs has nothing to 
do with their expulsion from Germany. Within this great sphere, 
comprising such numerous and such vast national and political 
differences as Europe, America, and Asia, the German Jesuit has 
to live and work, not as a permanent resident, however, but with 
the pilgrim’s staff in his hand. Now he is in the free North American 
republic, now in monarchical India, now in Brazil, which is always 
in a state of political ferment, now he is recalled from any one of 
these lands to work in the old monarchical European states, as 
teacher, educator, preacher and superior. He would not be 
human if he did not lose little by little the old national, 
patriotic form of sentiment and perception, and gradually assume 
the universal form of cosmopolitanism.” 

In presence of these and similar developments, the 
Jesuit Order makes a great boast of its patriotic activity 
during the campaign of 1870-71, when the German 
Province of the Order sent many of its members into the 
German military hospitals to nurse there, “ for love of 
the Fatherland.” 

In the first place, there is really no reason to boast 
of this work of mercy as something unusual. If the 
“ German ” Jesuits had avoided giving assistance, it 
would have been simply disgraceful, and—as they knew 
very well—they would have damaged their reputation 
very much. But the patriotic motive for the assistance 
may well be impugned. The cosmopolitanism of the 
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Order is also displayed in this patriotic work. There 
were, for example, fifty non-Germans amongst the 
“ German ” Jesuits nursing “ from patriotic motives,” 
including Swiss, Austrians, Dutch, Luxemburgers and 
Irish. The statistics which the Jesuit M. Rist has added 
as an appendix to his vainglorious book, Die deutschen 
Jesuiten auf den Schlachtfeldern und in den Lazaretten 
1866 und 1870-71,* reveal this imposing number of 
“ Germans.” Now, with the best intentions, we cannot 
speak of German patriotism in the case of these fifty 
foreigners, and when amongst one hundred and sixty- 
nine Jesuits (the number given by Rist) there are fifty 
non-Germans, evidence is afforded of the innate Jesuit 
untruthfulness, which extols fifty foreigners in a book 
entitled, “ The German Jesuits,” etc. 

Rist’s book throws at least indirect light on the 
“ patriotic ” conduct of the “ German ” Jesuits in 1866. 
Whilst the “ German ” Jesuits were giving free rein to 
their hate of Prussia in their school at Feldkirch, as I 
have shown in Chapter VI., the same “ German ” Jesuits 
were simultaneously acting as pro-Prussians in the mili¬ 
tary hospitals at the seat of war. This is double-faced 
“ patriotism.” 

I do not wish to disparage the nursing activity of the 
individual “ German ” Jesuit; protest is only raised 
against the fact that it is placed to the account of the 
Order’s patriotism. Constitutionally, the Jesuit must 
know no patriotism, must be absolutely international. 
Let then the truth be honoured by the Jesuits, and let 
them not adorn themselves with a word which is not to 
be found in even the most exhaustive index in the volu¬ 
minous works on the constitutions and rules of the Order. 

The heart of the Society of Jesus (if we may speak 
of a heart at all) was with Austria in 1866 and with 

* Freiburg, 1904. 
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France in 1870-71, and, therefore, pretty far removed 
from “ German patriotism.” This is self-evident, because 
of the strong Jesuit antagonism for everything non- 
Catholic; and my own experiences at Feldkirch and in 
my home also prove it. 

The brutal egotism of the Order, which has already 
frequently been emphasised, but cannot be emphasised 
enough, and which manifests itself in everything within 
the Order, is the main root of Jesuit cosmopolitanism, 
and also the poison which corrodes patriotism. It is in 
the interests of the Order to be international and un¬ 
patriotic—away, therefore, with the noblest emotions of 
the natural human heart! But an occasional pretence 
of such feelings is also in the interests of the Order. 

I have already brought forward numerous proofs of 
this egotism, as manifested in the work of education and 
the bringing up of the young. Since, however, this side 
of Jesuit egotism is particularly pernicious because it 
extends into the world outside Jesuitism, I will supple¬ 
ment the particulars by further historical facts. 

Prantl, in his History of the Ludwig-Maximilian 
University , gives a clear statement, based on original 
documents, of the egotistical intrigues of the Order at 
the Ingolstadt University during a period of more than 
two centuries (1550-1773). 

The University continually complains, he asserts, “ of 
the greed of the Jesuits in seizing upon everything (cupido 
occupandi omnia)” “ Ambition and self-interest came 
into play always and everywhere when Jesuits were con¬ 
cerned.” “ The Jesuits did everything in their power to 
calumniate the professors and vice-chancellor at Munich.” 
“ They placed themselves on the same level as the lord 
of the land, as if he were a mere party to an agreement.” 
“It is of no use even to set precise limits, because this 
vermin creeps through all the same ( isti caniculi semper 
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subrepunt ).” “ They want to share the artistic faculty 

like the lion in iEsop’s fable.” The Jesuits are “ a rest¬ 
less and domineering race ( inquietum et imperiosum homi- 
num genus ) which seeks to subjugate everything.” That 
zealous Catholic, Professor Giphanius, declares (in a 
report of 1597): “For some time the Jesuits alone had 
the ear of the Government and were alone honoured by 
it, whilst the remainder, no matter how able, were set 
aside with contempt; whoever desired promotion had to 
apply not to the Duke, but to the Jesuits, and whoever 
failed to submit to them not only attained nothing, but 
had reason to fear that he would be dismissed.” On 
April 8th, 1609, the University directed its attacks against 
the attempt of the Jesuits to seize upon the entire juris¬ 
diction over the students: “It seemed to be the pre¬ 
meditated plan of the Jesuits to overthrow (evertendi ) the 
University and to seize upon the entire control at the 
expense of the temporal professors.” From a memorial 
“ of maturer students ” to the Senate of the University 
on March 28th, 1610 : “ The Jesuits tried to ruin the legal 
faculty, the Jesuit Heiss openly compared the law-students 
to swine and oxen, and the Jesuit Mayrhofer, in a sermon, 
called the students of jurisprudence 4 sons of corruption 
and of the devil. 5 ” “ They forbade that confession should 
be made to the Franciscans, and lately some students were 
expelled because they had attended vespers and a pro¬ 
cession at the Franciscan Church.” At the end of May, 
1610, the University reported to Duke William V.: “ The 
Jesuit craving for rule aims at arrangements such as are 
to be found in the Jesuit colleges at Dillingen, Graz and 
Munich; the Jesuit professors only came to the sittings 
of the Senate when their own interests were -in question, 
and at divisions they supported a particular regulation 
more in the interests of the Order than in those of the 
University; they immediately followed up every trivial 
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concession by seeking for another; every remark by the 
Rector of the University was rejected with the words : 
‘ It is contrary to the Constitutions of the Order, and our 
Provincial has already decided about it/ ” In a memorial 
of February, 1611, the University complained of “the 
omnipotence of the Jesuits.” “ They [the University] had 
positive proof that the Jesuits only sought to obtain 
advantage and glory for themselves.” “As at Cologne, 
Louvain, Paris, and Padua, the Jesuits also try to obtain 
the mastery at Ingolstadt over every one.” “ Ingolstadt 
would no longer be an independent University, but a 
Jesuit College.”* 

As at Ingolstadt, Jesuit egotism also caused dis¬ 
turbance at the University of Freiburg in Breisgau. 

As the Jesuits had the bigoted Archduke Ferdinand, 
afterwards second Emperor of that name, entirely in their 
hands, it was easy for them to induce him first of all to 
found a Jesuit College at Freiburg. From this vantage 
ground the Order would proceed to take possession of the 
University. The Archduke issued a letter to the University 
on August 9th, 1577, stating: “ That he purposed to 
found in his Austrian borderlands [Breisgau] a college of 
the Society of Jesus which might be incorporated with 
the University as had been done at Ingolstadt.” The Uni¬ 
versity set itself in opposition and replied: “ . . . Least 
of all would the Society of Jesus benefit the discipline, 
because the youths educated by it are particularly in¬ 
clined to pride, disobedience and malice, either because 
they are set free from control too early, or because they 
are not taught how to use their liberty at the Universities 
wisely and profitably. Finally, as to the manner in 
which the fathers of the Society dealt with collegiate 
affairs, Ingolstadt had supplied proof that peace and 

* frrantl, Gtschiehte der Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat (Munich, 1872), I,, 230, 
248, 260, 262, 253, 258, 351, 366, 357 et seq., 361, 363, 370. 
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concord amongst the professors had been disturbed by 
their admission.” The Jesuits achieved their end, how¬ 
ever, and after a hard struggle even obtained the supremacy 
in the Academic Senate.* 

The Order also provided egotistically for its material 
welfare at Freiburg, and this at a time when the country 
was suffering under the distress of the Thirty Years’ War. 

The Jesuits caused 16 measures of wine, 20 bushels 
of wheat, 22 bushels of rye, 6 bushels of barley and 
4 bushels of oats to be supplied yearly for their two 
members of the Senate. They even planned to get the 
whole income of the University into their hands, “ because 
they could administer it better.” In this case, the pro¬ 
fessorial salaries would be paid by the Order. The plan 
was unsuccessful. How much its revival was dreaded, 
however, is shown by a remark in the University records 
of 1665 : “ Attendite Posteri ; requiescit enim hie ipsorum 
(Jesuitorum) spiritus, sed non dormitabit ” [Beware, 0 
posterity ! The spirit of the Jesuits is reposing, but it 
will not sleep] f They refused to share in the payment 
of the war tax imposed on the University. A memorandum 
of March 10th, 1640, from the University records, reports : 
“ Although a third portion of the contribution is not 
unjustly assigned to the Jesuits, they have paid none of 
this up to now, and the University has made everything 
good. And yet they have enough to reimburse them¬ 
selves by considerable properties and other means.”J 
The amount of means they possessed is shown by the 
fact that, in 1745, 8,000 florins, which they had once 
advanced, were returned to them by the University. They 
stipulated that this should be paid in French or Spanish 
gold.i| 

* Schreiber, Oeechichte der Albert-Ludwigs-Universitat zu Freiburg i. B. 
(Freiburg, 1868), II., 309, 413. 

t Ibid., II., 309, 413. 

X Ibid., II., 428. 


I) Ibid., II., 449. 
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It is not surprising that at Freiburg also their egotism 
should have led them away from German and national 
interests; but the fact is so noteworthy in its singularity 
that it merits special emphasis. 

In the Peace of Nimwegen (February 5th, 1679), 
Freiburg was yielded up to France and remained French 
till the Peace of Ryswick (October 30th, 1697). The 
Uniyersity had taken refuge at Constance, where it was 
to be re-established. Louis XIY. wished, however, to 
have a University in his new acquisition, and the Jesuits 
willingly offered to help. Although the question as to 
whether the University was to be an adpertinens of the 
town of Freiburg had been answered in the negative at 
the Diet of itatisbon, and it was recognised as a corpus 
independens , the Jesuits opposed themselves to this 
secretly and openly, even in the sermons in their Marian 
Congregations, and sent their adroit negotiator, Father 
Migazzi, to Versailles, where he was graciously received 
at court and abundantly provided with money. These 
fathers, therefore, to a great extent attained the estab¬ 
lishment, besides the German University at Constance, of 
a French one (studium gallicum) at Freiburg, and the 
privileges from the former and their establishments in 
Alsace-Lorraine and Breisgau were transferred to the 
latter, whereby the Jesuits not only predominated entirely 
over the secular professors, but enjoyed other prerogatives 
besides, which they never had and never could have had 
formerly.* 

The state of affairs at the Vienna University presented 
the same disagreeable picture after the Jesuits set foot 
there and gradually assumed the power; endless conflict 
and wrangling on all sides ensued.f 

* Ibid., II., 434, from the records of the Syndic of the University, Dr. Rosen - 
zweig. 

t Of. Kink, Geschickte der Jcaiserlichen Universitat Wien (Vienna, 1854), I., 304 
et aeq ., 323 ei scq. 
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The Jesuits were only brought within bounds by hard 
struggles when, owing to Maria Theresa’s confidence in 
him, the Dutchman, Gerhard van Swieten, was called to 
Vienna in 1745 (first as physician-in-ordinary, then as 
professor of medicine, prefect of the Court Library and 
superintendent of the censors.)* 

I cannot enter into van Swieten’s interesting struggle 
with the Jesuits, which lasted for years, or into all his 
remarks about them. It will be sufficient to put before 
the reader some passages from a memorial to Maria 
Theresa : 

“ The Society makes religion its excuse to . . . 
ensure to itself a profit at the expense of the 
printer and the bookseller. ... I have most ample 

evidence to prove that the real aim of the Society 

is to enrich itself, and that religion is only a 

cloak under which it abuses the piety of Your 
Majesty and your glorious ancestors. ... I hope 
that the examples I have brought forward are suffi¬ 
cient to demonstrate the cleverness of the Society 

by means of which they blandly rob 4 externals ’ and 
enrich 4 our own people.’ . . . The Society tries to 


* Van Swieten is one of the men best hated and most slandered by the Jesuits, 
for no other reason than that he was their convinced opponent. A very little 
reflection must, however, make even the Jesuits realise how baseless their 
calumnies are, precisely in van Swieten’s case. For if Maria Theresa, who, both 
a3 woman and Empress, was overwhelmed with praise by the Jesuits, and whose 
confessors were Jesuits, valued van Swieten more and more as time went on, and 
trusted him implicitly, it is very plain that he deserved her confidence. It is 
inconsistent to praise Maria Theresa and calumniate van Swieten; and 
hatred of the latter can afford the only explanation. Van Swieten was 
also a good Catholic, whatever the Jesuits might say. He had even been 
forced to resign his position as teacher in Holland owing to his religion, 
and, therefore, his opinion cannot be put aside offhand with the favourite 
saying, “ Antagonistic towards Catholicism.” Even a man like Kink, who 
was so favourably inclined towards the Jesuit Order, and, therefore, did not 
cherish kindly feelings towards van Swipten, acknowledges with regard to 
his religious attitude: "He exercised practical Christianity and also observed 
the rules of Catholio worship.” 
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appropriate the profits of ‘ the externals * for the benefit 
of 1 our people.’ ”* 

Jesuit egotism is shown most unpleasantly in the form 
of envy and lust for power, by its attitude towards other 
religious Orders and the secular clergy. 

In the first place, Kink gives a full account of the 
Jesuit feud against the Dominicans in Vienna : 

“ The pious fathers of the most humble Society of Jesus (minima 
sodetas Jesu, a term of extreme lowliness which the Jesuits loved 
to apply to their Order, and under which immeasurable arroganoe 
is concealed) did not rest until an imperial decree of December 2nd, 
1656, “ excluded the Dominicans for ever from the office of dean, 

. . . and refused their opponents [the Dominicans] the personal 
qualification for academic offices.”! 

Kink goes on to relate: 

“ The Franciscans, Carmelites, Augustinians and Benedictines in 
Vienna gave instruction in Latin and theology in their monasteries 
in exactly the same way as the Universities, but without the 
privileges in the matter of conferring degrees, which belonged to 
the latter alone. In particular, they permitted their scholars to 
hold public disputations, and that in their churches. This arrange¬ 
ment dated back to the times when the monastic schools were 
almost the only educational institutions. For this reason, the 
Vienna University, which had found this custom in existence at 
its foundation, had never raised a protest against it. However, 
in 1626, consequently three years after the Jesuits had taken over 
the philosophical and theological faculty, the Jesuit Order passed 
a resolution at the consistory to the effect that these public debates 
were forbidden to the above-named religious orders. The religious 
orders, however, found a supporter in the papal legatus a latere, 

* Memorandum of December 24th, 1769; complete French original text in 
Fournier, Gerhard van Svrieten ala Zensor: Sitzungsberichte der philosophised 
hisiorischen Klaase der Icaiaerlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Vol, 24, p. 337 
et seq. Vienna, 1877. 

t Ibid., L, 383 et seq. 
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Caraffa, who, on October 20th, directed the University not to 
interfere any more with persons and places which were exempt 
from the academic statutes. In spite of this, the theological faculty 
soon afterwards refused the printing licence for their theses dxs- 
putationis requested by the Franciscans. As a punishment for this 
disobedience, the nuncio then commanded that not only were the 
theses to be approved, but that, in addition, all doctors of theology 
belonging to the Society of Jesus should appear in person at the 
debates held by the Franciscans, They obeyed, but appealed to 
the Roman See, which, however, upheld the customs of the religious 
orders, and in 1627 gave a decision to the same effect as the nuncio: 
The Jesuits now succeeded with the aid of temporal power where 
they had failed with spiritual. The religious orders were com¬ 
manded to cease holding their debates in public and to omit on 
the frontispicium of their printed theses the expression sub praeside . 
This command was specially renewed on August 23rd and October 
12th, 1725, in the case of the [Benedictine] Scotsmen.”* 

So far as the secular clergy are concerned, it is a 
well-known fact that they decline to have the Jesuits 
as permanent colleagues, however willingly they make 
use of them as temporary assistants in the cure of 
souls. 

The Order enters into the keenest competition with 
the secular clergy. It attracts congregations, especially 
wealthy ones, from thejparish churches f into the churches 
of the Order, and tries, where its feet have become firmly 
planted, to obtain a mastery over the secular clergy, a 
mastery which is very oppressive to the subordinates. 
This endeavour emanates from the general spirit of arro¬ 
gance and self-seeking in the Order, which tolerates no 
other gods but itself. 

The “ ordinary ” priest is of inferior value in the 
Jesuit’s eyes ; he requires guidance and supervision. He 
can only be properly shaped by the Jesuit Exercises. 

♦ Ibid., I., 415 et seq. 

•j- Cf. the remarks of Cardinal Wiseman quoted on p. 31. 
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I have heard Jesuits express this opinion hundreds of 
times. 

This characteristic of the Jesuit Order is as old as 
itself. On this account there is generally secret strife 
between Jesuits and the other Orders and the secular 
clergy, a strife which is only made public in rare instances. 
Both parties try, in the general ecclesiastical interest, to 
avoid all din and fury in the warfare. 

The “ resolutions of confidence ” which the secular 
clergy pass on the Jesuit Order, especially at times of 
persecution, do not alter this state of affairs. Such reso¬ 
lutions are only passed in the general ecclesiastical and 
hierarchical interest, and are in reality “ an illusive repre¬ 
sentation of spurious facts.” At heart the secular clergy 
wishes the Jesuit Order at Jericho. 

In a work by the English Catholic priest. Dr. Christopher 
Bagshawe, dating from the first century of the Jesuit 
Order, we possess a very interesting example of its egotis¬ 
tical attempt to subjugate the secular clergy. A number 
of Catholic priests were interned in Elizabeth’s reign in 
Wisbeach Castle. They lived on very friendly terms with 
one another. The position was changed when some 
Jesuits were also interned there. Bagshawe describes 
their restless and arrogant activity. It will be sufficient 
to quote the title of his book: 

“ A true Relation of the Factions begun at Wisbeach 
by Ft. Edmunds alias Weston, a Jesuit, 1595, and con¬ 
tinued since by Fr. Whalley alias Garnet, the Provincial 
of the Jesuits in England, and by Fr. Parsons in Rome 
with their adherents. Against us secular priests, their 
brethren and fellow-prisoners, that disliked of novelties 
and thought it dishonourable to the ancient ecclesiastical 
discipline of the Catholic Church that secular priests 
should be governed by Jesuits.”* 

* CJ. Taunton, The Jesuits in England, p. 173. 
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My experience also confirms this. 

One of the private chaplains in my home, Dr. Pings - 
mann, afterwards became Canon and Vice-President of 
the seminary for Roman Catholic priests at Cologne. 
I remained on friendly terms with him even during my 
Jesuit period and always visited him when I had to pass 
through Cologne. A conversation which we carried on as 
to the possible return of the Jesuit Order to Germany is 
still very vivid in my mind. On our way back from a 
walk, we were standing at the entrance of the college for 
Roman Catholic priests, which had previously been a 
Jesuit College, when I said jestingly: “We must get in 
there again.” Pingsmann replied, not without vehemence : 
“We do not want you back at all. Your Order has never 
yet agreed with us secular priests anywhere.” This 
remark, by a man whom I very much esteemed, made a 
deep impression on me. I was then in almost complete 
ignorance of the spirit and history of my own Order. 
Surprised and startled, I communicated this incident to 
my Provincial Superior, the Jesuit Ratgeb, and obtained 
from him (as he placed special confidence in me at that 
time, a point to which I shall refer later) the characteristic 
reply: 

“ My dear Father, Canon and Vice-President Dr. 
Pingsmann, is a very worthy man, but he has nothing 
to do with our return. When we return to Germany, the 
secular clergy will submit to us, as they have done hitherto, 
though very reluctantly, it is true. Our Order is a very 
different power from the loosely connected secular clergy. 
There may be difficulties also for us in the Catholic camp, 
but no lasting resistance.” 

The Chancellor of the Paris University, Froment, con¬ 
sequently only states a fact in the history of the Order, 
and does not utter a slander, when he expresses his opinion 
as to Jesuit egotism: 
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“ Uniquement occupes de son agrandissement, les Jesuites 
ne travaillent que pour eux-memes; leur interet regie seid 
leur prkendue charite. Par intime correspondance, qu’Us 
ont les uns avec les autres, par la faveur des Grands , dont 
Us flattent V ambition, enfin par la prudence des enfants du 
siede , dont Us savent faire usage merveUleux, Us trouvent les 
moiens d'executer leurs projets et de se rendre formidaUes 

This egotism of the Order is not incompatible with 
individual Jesuit unselfishness, which not infrequently 
rises to heroism, and I am far from denying it. The 
individual Jesuit sacrifices himself, with all that he is 
and has, to the Order. In his case, at least as a rule, the 
surrender of the personal individuality is made without 
side or backward glances in his own interest. 

Neither do I reproach the Order for possessing the 
egotism which every association must have, and must 
give practical proof of having, if it is to exist and prosper 
at all. But Jesuit egotism extends infinitely further. In 
its selfishness it has no consideration for others. Jesuit 
egotism is Moloch-egotism—it eats away the existence, 
happiness, honour and efficacy of others for its own 
aggrandisement. 

Thus the characteristics of the Society of Jesus and 
the characteristics of Jesus Christ are in the sharpest an¬ 
tithesis conceivable, and the fundamental opposition is 
justified—Here is Christ, there is Jesuitism! 

* Le Vassor, Histoire du Eigne de Louis XIII., I., 1, 61, quoted by Harenberg, 
Pragmatische Qeschichte, I., 350. 



CHAPTER XVI 


THE CRITICISM CONTINUED I THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 

THE VOWS 

I have already shown, whilst discussing the Jesuit 
“ Scheme of Studies,” that many rules, and indeed just 
those which outwardly appear good, are only set down on 
paper, that they are not observed, and that really, in 
practice, the Order acts in opposition to them. It manages, 
however, cleverly to increase its fame by means of these 
very unobserved rules. 

The same remark applies to the Constitutions of the 
Order—fine words and opposite deeds. 

The real reason for this characteristic phenomenon lies 
in the fundamental Jesuit failing, innate all-pervading 
untruthfulness. 

The panegyrists of the Order, be they Jesuits or others, 
endeavour to conceal the antithesis between its words and 
deeds. According to them, the most beautiful harmony 
prevails, pious words and pious deeds. 

I shall thoroughly destroy the apparent harmony and 
cause dissonances to resound on that great instrument 
called history, which in trumpet notes will proclaim the 
truth about the Jesuit Order to every ear that is willing 
to listen. 

Let us turn first to the conflict between the theory 
and practice of its ascetic discipline, and especially to that 
part which constitutes the essence of its discipline—the 
vows. 

E 
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THE VOW OP OBEDIENCE 

Since the vow of obedience is first and foremost con¬ 
cerned with obedience to the Superiors of the Order, there 
is, of course, no antithesis between theory and practice, 
so far as this kind of obedience is in question. 

But the Order possesses a figure-head in the sphere 
of obedience, and this is the professed Jesuit’s vow of 
obedience to the Pope. In accordance with this, the 
Society of Jesus loves to designate itself as the “ Flower 
of the Pope’s bodyguard.” And in general— i.e. so long 
as the interests of the Order are not opposed—we see that 
Jesuits do act in accordance with their vow of obedience 
to the Pope. But where the Pope interferes with Jesuit 
egotism, he finds in the Jesuits the bitterest and most 
obstinate adversaries, who, far from fulfilling their vows, 
do not even render him the ordinary obedience binding 
on all Christians. The history of the Order is full of such 
f ulfilm ents of vows. I will submit only a few examples, 
but they are very striking. 

The Jesuit, Thyrsus Gonzalez (afterwards General of 
the Order), originally a probabilist, recognised the per¬ 
niciousness of probabilism, and wrote a work against it. 
He sent the manuscript in 1673 to Rome to the General 
of the Order, Paul Oliva, for approval. The imprimatur 
was refused. Gonzalez then applied to Innocent XI., who 
had just condemned sixty-five lax ethical principles, very 
many of which originated in the Jesuit Order. The Pope 
caused Gonzalez’s book to be examined, and the examina¬ 
tion was favourable. An Inquisitorial decree was there¬ 
upon issued on June 26th, 1680: 

“ By order ( injungendum ) of the Pope, the General of 
the Order is commanded in no way to permit the fathers 
of the Society of Jesus to write in favour of lesser probable 
opinions, and to oppose the views of those who maintain 
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that it is not permissible to follow a less probable opinion 
when tbe opposite opinion has been recognised as probable. 
Also, as regards the Universities of the Society of Jesus, 
it is the wish of His Holiness that everyone should write 
in favour of probabiliorism, and should oppose the opposite 
view [probabilism]. The General must command all to 
submit to the will of the Pope.”* 

The assessor of the Inquisition intimated this decree 
to the Jesuit General on July 8th, 1680, and the General 
declared he would forthwith obey in all things. The Jesuit 
General, Paul Oliva, however, was the very one who did 
not obey. As the Jesuit Gagna reports, Oliva, on August 
1st, 1680, drew up a circular which was intended for the 
whole Order and embodied the Pope’s command—it is 
said to be in the archives of the Order—but it was not 
forwarded, f For otherwise Gonzalez, as Professor of Dog¬ 
matics (Cathedraticus primarius) at the University of Sala¬ 
manca, must have known about it. But it was only in 
1693 that Gonzalez heard of the decree issued in 1680, 
and he himself says, in a written petition to Clement XI., 
dated 1702, that the Inquisitorial decree and Innocent 
XI.’s command were not conveyed to the Order. 

This disobedience in such a weighty matter is especially 
important, because it was effected with exceptional cunning. 
The General of the Order, Paul Oliva, laid the circular 
drawn up by himself before the Inquisitional Cardinals, J 
in order,] j as Pattuzzi remarks, to make the Inquisition 
believe in his prompt obedience. Once the belief had been 
brought into existence, there was no longer any necessity, 
from the Jesuit point of view, for that which had 
originated it, namely, the despatch of the circular. 

Oliva did indeed issue a circular on August 10th, 1680, 

* Pietro Ballerini, Riposta alia Lettera del P. Paolo Segneri, 1734, p. 349. 

f Gagna, S.J., Lettere d’Eugenio, p. 611. J Ibid. 

11 Lettere 2, 695; 6, 218. 
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which dealt with ethical questions, but no mention was 
made in it of the decree of the Inquisition of June 26th, 
1680.* This circular too was doubtless intended to 
deceive the Pope. It made it possible to answer in the 
affirmative the question as to whether a decree regarding 
disputes on ethical questions had been despatched. ij 
The Archbishop of Vienna, Cardinal Migazzi, in a 
memorial to the Empress Maria Theresa, dated August 14th, 
1761, writes: 

“ The French bishops only condemned the scandalous 
book of the notorious [Jesuit] Berruyer after the Papal 
See had most severely condemned it, and the Pope now 
reigning [Clement XIII.] had confirmed and repeated the 
decision made by his most blessed predecessor. In spite 
of this, the Patres Sodetatis have recently sent this work 
to Naples to be published, and in Vienna have even 
recommended it to young people and various other persons 
who are guided by them.” The Archbishop goes on to 
speak of Jesuit manuals which have been condemned 
in high places and others recommended in their stead. 
“ But affairs have taken quite a different course since, 
at Innsbrug and Olrnutz, the professors of the Society 
have continued to use the prohibited books for reading 
aloud.”f 

An occurrence related by Gindely should be quoted 
here, even though it only concerns the egotistical dis¬ 
obedience of the Jesuit Order to a cardinal and nuncio: 

“ The Jesuits had taken advantage of their position 
with the Emperor [Ferdinand II.] to set aside the historic 
right of the Bishop of Prague to the Chancellorship, and 
request the surrender of the University to their sole 
authority, and had provisionally attained their object. 

* Friedrich, Beitrage zur Qeschichte des Jesuitenordens, p. 85. 
f Helfert, Oriindung der osterreichiachen Volksachule, p. 280 (1); complete text 
ill Kink, I., 417 et seq. 
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The Emperor commanded that the adherents of the 
Bohemian denomination were to leave the University build¬ 
ings and surrender the same, as well as all other possessions, 
to the direction of the Jesuits from henceforth. Not only 
were the Protestants indignant at this measure, but also 
the Catholics, and especially the clergy, felt uneasy 
at the thought that the Jesuits were to be sole masters 
at the University. The Archbishop . . . indeed pro¬ 
tested and also communicated his protest to the nuncio, 
but without avail. His successor, Cardinal von Harrach 
[a pupil of the Jesuits], who would not agree to the retrench¬ 
ment of his rights, resolutely continued the battle. The 
struggle between him and the Jesuits, who would not at 
any cost let themselves be driven from 'their position, 
lasted for over twenty years. It led, on the Cardinal’s 
side, to the bitterest accusations and attacks against the 
Jesuits, but for all that he was not able to displace them.”* 

These facts, distinctive as they are for the Jesuit 
obedience to the Pope, are as nothing compared with the 
disobedience of the Order, extending over many years and 
accompanied by open opposition and shameful deeds of 
violence, in connection with the Malabar and Chinese rites. 

In 1702, Clement XI. sent the Patriarch of Antioch, 
Charles Tournon, as Papal Legate to India and China, 
in order to settle, with the Pope’s authority and to the 
disadvantage of the Jesuits, the disputes stirred up by 
the Jesuits about the rites which the Christianised Indians 
and Chinese had brought over from heathenism and which 
were upheld by the Jesuits and condemned by all other 
missionaries. Intense hate of the Legate on the part of 
the Jesuit Order was the result. To increase his author¬ 
ity, Tournon was made a Cardinal by Clement XI. in 
1707. But Toumon’s elevation in rank seemed to heighten 
the fury of the Order, which believed that its standing 

* Geschichte dea dreissigjdhrigen Krieges, TV., 547 et seq. 
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and power in India and China had been compromised by 
the Papal decrees. The Jesuits placed themselves, in 
opposition to the Papacy which condemned them, under 
the protection of the pagan Emperor of China and invoked 
his aid against the Papal Legate and against all the 
remaining members of the Order who obeyed the Pope. 
On July 24th, 1708, they secured the publication of an 
imperial edict, which banished all missionaries who, 
following the command of the Pope, condemned the rites, 
thus actually making the Jesuits sole owners of the 
Chinese missions.* Cardinal Tournon himself was brought 
by force, at the instigation of the Jesuits, in 1707 to Macao, 
and died in prison there on June 8th, 1710. 

It can no longer reasonably be doubted that the 
Jesuits attempted to poison the Cardinal during his 
imprisonment, which had been brought about by them¬ 
selves. The report (Hdazione) of an eye-witness, Canon 
John Marcell Angelita, who as Promotor was also the 
official escort of the Cardinal, with reference to the 
event,f bears so much the stamp of spontaneity and 
truth that it must be believed, the more so as the work, 
in which the report is contained, is in other respects, too, 
a mine of authentic and rare documents. Amongst them 
a letter of the Lazarist priest, Antonio Appiani (one of 
Cardinal Tournon’s companions), dated Canton, November 
22nd, 1728, deserves special attention. 

“ For the same reason [because, at the order of the 
Pope, he condemned the Chinese and pagan rites approved 
by the Jesuits] the venerable Cardinal Tournon died 
in imprisonment, wounded to the heart ( accuorcUo) For 
the members of the above-named Order [the Jesuits], 
because they would not obey the decrees of His Holiness 

* Wording of the edict in Memorie etoriche della Legazione e morte delT Eminently# 
Cardinale di Tournon, Venezia, VII., 142 el seq. 

f Reprinted in Memorie storiche, I., 206-232. 
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the Pope, Clement XI., placed themselves under the pro¬ 
tection of the pagan Emperor [of China], and he furthered 
the stubbornness of the members of the above-named 
Order by ill-treating the real Catholics who were obedient 
to the Holy See.”* 

Whether the expression “ wounded to the heart ” is 
an allusion to poisoning, and thus a confirmation of the 
report, is a question we cannot decide. In any case, 
Appiani’s letter is an eloquent proof of the fact that, 
even after eighteen years, the remembrance of the intrigues 
of the Jesuits against the Papal Cardinal Legate, Toumon, 
was still alive, and caused him to utter sharp words 
against the “ bodyguard of the Pope.” 

A very important corroboration of the poisoning is to 
be found in the fact that the Missionary Congregation of 
the Lazarists, one of the most distinguished missionary 
societies of the Catholic Church, in a work officially 
published by it,f has dealt with the report as an authentic 
document, and refers to the poisoning in most positive 
terms: 

“ Mais pour en revenir a notre douloureuse histoire, il 
est certain, trte certain, indubitable, que la maladie et la 
mort du cardinal Toumon ont ete occasionnees par le poison, 
que lui ont fait donner les Jesuites”% 

J. Friedrich, therefore, on the basis of the report and 
the corroboration of the Memoires, states the poisoning as 
a positive fact,§ and H. Reusch, certainly a very careful 
investigator, speaks of it as “probable.”! 

The Memoires also accept as authentic the whole of 
the remaining contents of the Memorie storiche, which are 

* Memorie storiche., I., 354. * 

f Memoires de la Congregation de la Mission. Paris, 1865. 

t Ibid., IV., 309. 

§ Zur Verteidigung meines Tagebuches (Nordlingen, 1872), p. 10 et seq., and 
Abhandlungen der III. Kl. der K. Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, XIII., 
2, Abtl, 95. || Index, II. (1), 772. 
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as unfavourable as possible to the Jesuit Order; indeed, 
they even give in an introduction some information 
which places the trustworthiness of the Memorie beyond 
doubt: 

** Ces fails [the documents incriminating the Jesuits] 
ont ete imprimes et putties en particulier par le Cardinal 
Passionei dans son ouvrage: c Memorie storiche ddV Eminen- 
tissimo Monsignore Cardinale di Tour non? qui renferme 
une partie des documents authentiques conserves dans les 
archives du Vatican ou de la Propaganda et dont la parfaite 
conformite nous a ete attestee par le Prefet des archives du 
Vatican , le Pere Theiner , Oratorien 

What the Jesuits Comely and Duhrf bring forward 
against the Memoires of the Lazarists consists partly of 
untenable calumnies and partly of barren abuse of 
Friedrich and all those who doubt the innocence of the 
Jesuits. The audacious attempt entirely to explain away 
the evidence of the Memoires is especially hollow. The 
Jesuits Comely and Duhr triumphantly relate how the 
General Superior of the Missionary Congregation explained 
in April, 1872, that the volumes in question of the Memoires 
(IV.-VTII.) were “ contumaciously ” published without the 
contents having been previously examined by him. 

I will for once—by way of exception !—believe the 
two Jesuits’ statement that such an explanation exists. 
But does it then contain even a single word as to the 
inaccuracy of the contents of the volume published 
“ contumaciously ” ? It says nothing at all. It is possible 
to write even the truth “ contumaciously.” It would have 
been the business of the General Superior to express an 
opinion as to the truth or falsehood of the contents, 
especially concerning the poisoning. His silence about 
this is a fresh endorsement of the truth of the “ report.” 

* Index, IV., 126. 

f Stimmen aus Maria-Laaeh, III., 279 et teq., and Jesuitenfabein (4), 776-786; 
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It also seems strange that the General Superior of the 
same Congregation which published the Memoires should 
have waited seven whole years after the issue of the work 
before declaring against the genuineness of the docu¬ 
ments contained in them. Moreover, the greatest stress 
must be laid on the fact that the Memoir es de la Congre¬ 
gation de la Mission, which were so incriminating to the 
Jesuits, are an official publication of the Lazarist Congre¬ 
gation.* This is evident from the entire character of the 
work, which is based throughout on letters and documents 
from the archives of the Order, and is proved to demonstra¬ 
tion by the addition to the title-page of every volume, 
“ d> la maison principale de la Congregation de la Mission . 
Rue de Sevres 95.” The prefaces also of the separate 
volumes clearly emphasise the official character of the 
Memoires — e.g., the preface to the second volume: 

“ Ce fut pour maintenir dans la Compagnie Vesprit 
apostolique de nos Peres , que nous eumes la pensee de 
publier des rares fragments de leur correspondence que nous 
possedons encore , ainsi que les biographies de deux on trois 
d'entr'eux echappees au desastre qui fit disparaitre la plus 
grande partie de nos archives .” 

A further proof of their official character and credi¬ 
bility is afforded by the Histoire generale de la Societe des 
Missions Strang eres (also an official publication of the 
Societe) which was published in 1894. For the Histoire 
repeatedly refers to the Memoires and even to the part 
(Vol. IV.) which is unfavourable to the Jesuit Order, and 
which contains the report as to Toumon’s poisoning. 
And yet the circular of the Superior of the Missionary 
Congregation (Lazarist), mentioned by the Jesuits Comely 
and Duhr—if it exists at all—must have been known to 
the author of the Histoire. So, in his opinion, the circular 
does not dispute the contents of the Memoires, but is 

* Congregation de la Mission, founded by St. Vincent de Paul. 
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directed solely against the opportuneness of their publica¬ 
tion. Weighty evidence is afforded by the fact that the 
General Superior of the Missionary Society, Delpech, con¬ 
gratulates “ his dear colleague,” Launay, in a letter pre¬ 
fixed to the first volume, on his work, especially on his 
“exactitude” and on the **documents authentiques” on 
which it is based. Amongst these documents authentiques 
are included precisely the documents contained in the 
Memorie and in the Memoires which are most incriminat¬ 
ing to the Jesuits. 

No, the Memorie storiche and the Memoires are unas¬ 
sailable sources, but sources from which issue countless 
proofs of insubordination, and of the open insurrection of 
the Jesuits against the Pope and his ambassadors (for 
they persisted in disobeying Tournon’s successor, the 
Papal Legate Mezzafalce, as they had disobeyed him), 
and also of Jesuit cunning, falseness, passion for calumnia¬ 
tion, and malice attaining the limits of crime. Hence it 
is clear why “ the Jesuits so loyally attached to the Pope,” 
who, as their own official historiographer, Cordara—not, 
I admit, in a work intended for publication—expresses 
himself, “look down with contempt upon all the other 
religious associations,” do their very best, according to 
their unpublished axiom, “ The end sanctifies the means,” 
to choke up a source which is so tainted from their point 
of view. For this reason they have attempted to buy up 
the Memoires , so that copies have become extremely rare. 
In Germany, for example, there are only two copies, not 
even complete ones, both of which are at Munich ; one 
(only three out of the eight volumes) at the Court and 
State Library, and the second (only one volume) at the 
University Library. The method, which I have referred 
to already,* of secretly making away with incriminating 
works must have been employed also in this case. 

* Chap. V., p. 189. 
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I give, in addition, some documents printed in the 
Memorie and in the Memoires , as an illustration of the 
<e absolute submissiveness to the Pope ” of the Jesuit 
Order. 

A letter of Tournon, dated Macao, December 10th, 
1707, to the Priest, Fatinelli, in Rome: The Legate com¬ 
plains in the bitterest words that the Jesuits hindered his 
communication by writing with Rome in every possible 
way, while, on the other hand, they themselves sent 
numerous letters and messengers to Europe to bias public 
opinion against him. The Jesuits sought the protection 
of the pagan Emperor against the decisions of the Pope, 
conveyed by Tournon, as to the illegality of the heathen 
xites, without incurring any of the canonical penalties 
with which such disobedience is threatened. They had 
brought about the banishment of the apostolic vicars, 
Maigrot and Mezzafalce, and of all the missionaries who 
were not on their side in the question of the Chinese rites. 
Their opposition to the Papal decree was unprecedented 
throughout Christendom.* A letter by Tournon, dated 
Nanking, January 9th, 1707, to the Dominican Croquer: 
The Jesuits had brought about the ruin of the Chinese 
Mission through their lies (menzogne) and intrigues.f 
Tournon’s remarks regarding the above-mentioned imperial 
edict of banishment which the Jesuits had procured against 
all missionaries who had obeyed the command of the Pope 
—scathing condemnation of the attitude of the Jesuits.J 
Bull of Clement XI., dated March 15th, whereby the 
Bishop of Macao, who, at the Jesuits’ instigation, had 
opposed the Cardinal Legate, was excommunicated. The 
noteworthy fact is reported in the Bull that the Cardinal 
Legate felt himself obliged to place the college seminary 
and church of the Jesuits in Macao under an interdict. 

* Memorie, L, 169 el seq. f Ibid., VII., 118, et seq. 

X Ibid., VII., 200 el seq. 
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The Pope not only does not condemn the measure, but, 
by connecting the Jesuits with the persecutions to which 
his Legate is exposed, he clearly refers to them as the 
instigators.* A letter by Toumon, dated December 27th, 
1707, to Cardinal Paolucci, states that: The Jesuits were 
extremely antagonistic to him; since 1705 they had 
tried to prejudice the Emperor of China against him; 
Grimaldi, one of the most influential Jesuits, was double- 
faced ; the Jesuits incited the Christians against him; 
they calumniated his companion, the Lazarist priest, 
Appiani.f A report by Tournon to the Cardinal-Prefect 
of the Propaganda says that: The hate of the Jesuits 
against him as the apostolic Visitator extended so far 
that they caused snares to be laid for him at confession. J 
The missionary priest, Sala, reports that Cardinal Tournon 
received information through the Bishop of Pekin that 
the Superior of the Portuguese Jesuits, Pereyra, did 
everything possible at Court (faisait tons les efforts possibles) 
to have him driven from China.§ From “remarks ” by 
the Secretary of the Propaganda: || The Lazarist priest, 

* Memorie, VII., 67 et seq. f M&moires, 4, 230 et seq; 254 et seq. 

% Ibid., 4, 260. 

§ Ibid., 4, 296. The report also contains a remarkable ^passage with reference 
to the Jesuit mathematician, Adam Schall, a monk of Cologne, who became 
famous at the Chinese Court. “ Ce Pere Schall voulant jouir plus d I'aise des libiraliUs 
et faveurs de ce Prince [the grandfather of the Emperor at the time of this report], 
s'itait sipari des autres J isuites et de Vobeissance de ses superieurs, avait pris femme 
et s'itait retiri dans cette maison privie. Apr is avoir joui des faveurs imperiales U 
termina tristement sa vie, laissant deux enfants d celle qu'U avait prise pour femme ” 
(Ibid., 4, 296). What Duhr (Jesuitenfabeln (4), 240-244) brings forward against 
the communication does not sound very convincing. For a confession by Schall 
regarding other things, a letter of one of his fellow-members of the Order and a 
audatory remark by the sinologist, Kemusat, with reference to Schall’s mathe¬ 
matical merit, cannot surely serve as counter-evidence. Schall’s portrait has been 
placed in a window of Cologne Cathedral. But what should the building committee 
of the Cathedral know of the real history of the Jesuit Order ? 

|| In 1726, the Pope, Benedict XIII., had charged the then Secretary of the 
Propaganda (apparently Dominico Passionei, who later became Cardinal) to 
annotate a memorial presented to Innocent XIII. by the Jesuits. These comments 
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Appiani, Tournon’s faithful companion, is, for that very 
reason, persecuted and calumniated by the Jesuits in 
every possible way ; a pamphlet composed and circulated 
by the Jesuit Superior at Pekin, Antonius Thomas, is 
especially noteworthy in this connection: “A memorial 
of the unquenchable hate and the rare talent [for calumny] 
of the Pekin Jesuits. ... I will reveal the true cause 
of the monstrous violation of Christian love and justice 
[with reference to Appiani]. He has always been the 
faithful interpreter of the Patriarch [the Papal Legate 
Tournon]. For this reason he is no longer to see the 
light. . . . The invariable axiom of this ‘ good com¬ 
munity* [the Jesuits] is to do all that is possible, 
be it just or unjust, to conceal the stains on its 
honour.*’* 

A letter of Cardinal Tournon to Cardinal Paolucci, of 
October 27th, 1707 : The whole letter is a denunciation 
of the Jesuits, who even went so far as to declare openly 
that he, the Cardinal Legate of the Pope, possessed no 
jurisdiction. Two or three Jesuits, “ who only look with 
pain upon the rebellion (la rebellion) against him of their 
Superiors and their fellow-members of the Order,” were 
imprisoned and punished by the remaining Jesuits; “ they 
suffer imprisonment, sequestration, insult and a thousand 
hardships.” The Jesuits, especially those in Pekin, were 
the originators of the opposition against the Papal decree, 
proclaimed by him, discountenancing the Chinese rites 
in the Christian churches. “ Even if the Jesuits were 
able, at first, to hide their opposition to the Papal decree 

are contained in a manuscript comprising twelve volumes from the bequest of 
the Cardinal-Prefect of the Propaganda at that time, Corsini, Raccolta di scritture 
e summari diversi sopra la causa dei P. P. Oesuiti intorno atte Missioni della Cina 
nella Congregazione di Propaganda. From this voluminous and authentic collec¬ 
tion of documents (at present in the Corsini Library at Rome), the Memoires have 
reprinted the extracts of chief interest. ( Cf. M(.moires, 4, 130 et seq.) 

* Mimoires, 4, 408 et seq. 
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under the deceitful pretence that the existence of the 
entire mission in China was at stake, they cannot now any 
longer conceal the fact that their outrage [on the Papal 
authority] is premeditated and deliberate. For they 
publish new books full of teachings which the Holy See 
has condemned, and the contents of which are more 
detestable than any published before the condemnation. 
As a specimen, I am sending you a book translated from 
Chinese into Latin, which Father Barelli and other Jesuits 
triumphantly circulate in the capital of Cheh-chiang and 
show to the mandarins. Through this poisonous seed they 
destroy the Gospel harvest more than ever, they dishonour 
the Papal authority in the eyes of the Christians and cause 
frightful scandal, above all, amongst the heathen, who 
know what is taking place. . . . Was it necessary to 
employ such detestable means of provocation in order 
to maintain their [the Jesuits] damnable manner oi 
proclaiming the Divine Law ? ” 

The Cardinal then openly accuses the Jesuits of being 
the authors of his imprisonment in Macao ; he accuses the 
Jesuit, Emanuel Ozorio, of having intercepted his [the 
Legate’s] letters (qui est le principal pecheur de mes lettres), 
acting thereby in agreement with the Superior of the 
Jesuit Mission, Father Thomas Pereyra ; the Jesuits hated 
the secular clergy; in their letters they designate the 
secular clergy as “ vulgar persons ” (populace), an expres¬ 
sion which they had also used in presence of the Emperor. 
“ These people [the Jesuits] have no fear of God; they 
have intercepted and opened my letters to Rome as well 
as the bulls for the Bishop of Pekin; they arm the 
ecclesiastical and temporal power against me and the 
missionaries ; they preach by word and example rebellion 
against the Papal jurisdiction; they declare my instruction 
to be invalid because I possess no jurisdiction; they goad 
on the soldiers who guard me to deeds of violence against 
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my person, and advise them to strike me if I should 
attempt to leave my house.”* 

A circular of the General Superior of the Lazarist 
Congregation, Bonnet, dated January 1st, 1711, gives a 
description of the cruel persecutions of the Lazarist priest, 
Appiani, in China by the Jesuits of that place. “ Et 
M. Appiani emprisonne pendant quatre ans dans la maison 
des Jesuites , qudles cruautes inouies rCa-t-il pas endurees 
de la part de ses impitoydbles geoliers ? Prive, de tout 
commerce humain , prive meme des consolations religieuses , 
it rCeuX jamais la permission pendant quatre ans de celebrer 
une seule fois la messe; cruaute dont les paiens chinois 
furent eux-memes scandalises .”f 

A letter, dated December 10th, 1707, from the Cardinal 
Legate, Toumon, to the Papal Nuncio in Lisbon, Conti 
(afterwards Pope Innocent XIII.), says: “ After I had 
taken the greatest pains to report exactly to His Holiness 
concerning the distressing events in the Chinese Mission, 
which had been thrown into the greatest excitement 
through the violent proceedings of the Jesuits, I now see 
that my way is everywhere closed for sending further 
despatches to Home. The Jesuits make use of the Chinese 
and Portuguese in Macao, yes, even of the heretical 
English and Dutch, to intercept my letters. It is really 
astonishing to see how these fathers send their emissaries 
in all directions in order to inundate Europe with their 
false ideas and reports, whilst I am prevented from sending 
even one to give the Pope and the Holy See the necessary 
information. . . . After the Jesuits had been informed 
last year of the Papal decision, whereby their practice in 
relation to the Chinese rites was condemned, they appealed 
with shameless audacity to the [pagan] Emperor without 
troubling about my prohibition, the ecclesiastical censure 
and the Papal displeasure with which I threatened them. 

* Memcirea, 4, 464 et seq., 484, 495 et seq. t Ibid., 4, 620 et seq . 
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They caused several imperial decrees to be issued against 
Bishop Maigrot, against myself, and, above all, against 
the Holy See, so as to oppose them to the Papal decisions 
and to prevent their publication.” The Cardinal then 
describes how one of his missionary priests, Guetty, was 
tortured at the Jesuits’ instigation to compel him to give 
evidence against him [the Cardinal], and how the Jesuits 
Pereyra and Barros had been present behind a curtain 
and directed the procedure.* 

A letter by the Cardinal Legate to his brother, dated 
December 11th, 1707: “I assure you that the Jesuits 
have not omitted any calumnies or intrigues, that they 
have indeed made use of devilish devices to blacken me 
and my actions at the pagan Court. . . . The worst of 
it is that it is not the heathen who persecute the mission¬ 
aries and destroy the Mission, but the Jesuits* and they, 
indeed, do it with sovereign effrontery.”f 

A report of the Cardinal Legate, dated November 15th, 
1707: He relates how the Jesuit, Porquet, disseminates 
the following dogmas in Canton: “He who asserts that 
the souls of the dead rest on the altars of their ancestors 
does not sin against religion; the Pope cannot infallibly 
settle the disputes concerning Chinese rites ; the mission¬ 
aries are not bound to obey the commands of the Patriarch 
of Antioch [Toumon, the Papal Legate, had this title] 
with regard to the Chinese rites; neither the Pope nor 
the Church can infallibly define whether a thing is an 
idol.” 

When an exhortation to retract proved useless, the 
Jesuit, Porquet, was excommunicated by the Legate, but 
he took no notice and was supported in this by the 
remaining Jesuits. “ Father Britto [a Jesuit who was 
canonised in the nineteenth century] told the missionary 
priest, Giampe, to his face that they [the Jesuits] did not 

* Mimoires, 4, 522 et seq. | Ibid., 4, 529 et seq. 
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recognise the Patriarch either as the legitimate Visitator 
or as Papal Legate, and they considered his power of 
jurisdiction invalid.”* 

Report of the Lazarist priest, Miillener [a German] to 
his General Superior, Watel, dated December 30th, 1708; 
At the Jesuits’ instigation, almost all the missionaries who 
had submitted to the decision of the Pope ( en fils soumis 
de Vfiglise) were banished from China.f A report of the 
Cardinal Legate, dated 1708, concerning a new imperial 
decree of June 24th, 1708 : The decree, which was unfavour¬ 
able to the missionaries obeying the Pope, was published 
through the influence of the Jesuits, who take up the 
position that they would rather see the Mission destroyed 
than that it should be reformed in accordance with the 
Papal decrees.} 

A peep behind the scenes of the Chinese and Malabar 
drama, which led to the death of the Papal Legate, 
Tournon, is also afforded by a remark, not intended for 
publication, made by the Jesuit Cordara, official histori¬ 
ographer of the Order for thirty-five years. In a most 
weighty secret report (to be dealt with more fully later), 
addressed to his brother, Cordara states that Innocent XI. 
had issued a “ very severe decree (atrox decretum) against 
the Jesuits with reference to their behaviour in the Chinese 
and Indian Mission, which, if it had been published, 
would have been very bad (male admodum) for the entire 
Society.” $ 

The death of the Pope prevented the publication. His 
successor, Benedict XIII., who, as Cordara himself says, 
was entirely in the hands of the Jesuits ( societati addictis- 
simus) left everything to his favourite, Coscia, bartered 

* Memoires, 4, 538 et seq. t Ibid., 4, 549 et seq. 

t Ibid., 4, 502 et seq., 672. 

§ Denkwiirdigkeiten des Jesuiten Cordara zur Oeschichte von 1740-1773; 
Dollinger, Beitrage zur politischen, kircMichen und Kultur-Qeschichte der sechs letzten 
Jahrhunderte (Ratisbon, 1883), 3, 3. 
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the important official positions for money, and only 
thought of the enrichment of his family,* abstained from 
publishing the decree, which reflected disgrace on the 
Order. 

Submission only followed tardily when Benedict XIV., 
in two bulls quickly succeeding one another (1742 and 
1744), reminded the Jesuits, with the greatest severity, 
of their duty of obedience.f 

I have dwelt a long time on the disputes concerning 
the Chinese rites. But there is no stronger proof than 
this of the falsity of the Jesuit boast as to the uncondi¬ 
tional submission of the Order to Rome and of the 
unscrupulousness with which the Jesuits work against the 
Papacy itself when the defence of their interests is in 
question.:]; 

From the conduct of the Order also at the time of its 
suppression by Clement XIV. in 1773, we miss, in spite 
of all assertions on the Jesuit side to the contrary, the 
absolute submission to the Pope, which has been solemnly 
extolled. 

In this connection, I can contribute the following 
from my own experience : 

In 1880 Leo XIII. tried to make peace with Prussia, 
and a hostile feeling was thereby aroused against him 
in the Jesuit Order. During this time I heard him 
attacked most violently by my comrades of the Order. 

* Cordara, Ibid., p. 4. 

f Bullarium Romanum {Edit. Luxemb., 1748), 16, 230 et seq. 

J I have already called attention to the attempts of the Jesuits, Comely and 
Duhr, to represent the Toumon case, and the agitations in China connected with 
it, as insignificant. Side by side with this misrepresentation must be mentioned 
the work of another Jesuit, who undertook the whitewashing of the subject more 
than a century ago, and even to-day is looked upon as a great authority. A History 
of the Disputes with reference to the Chinese Rites was published in 1791 at Augsburg. 
The author remained anonymous, after the favourite style, but it was soon known 
that the Jesuit Pray was the originator. The three volumes form a single spiteful 
pamphlet, teeming with calumnies against the very persons who make the best 
appearance in the light of history—Toumon, Appiani, Maigrot, etc. 
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The Jesuits Pachtler and Cathrein were especially reckless 
in their speech. For instance, it was asserted that the 
jubilee (of the priesthood) of such a Pope, who watched 
so badly over the interests of the Church, ought not to 
be celebrated. The animosity went so far that I felt 
myself compelled to write to the General of the Order, 
Anderledy, with reference to the statutory loyalty to the 
Pope and to ask him to interpose. Characteristically 
enough, I received no answer, and the ostracism of the 
Pope continued uninterruptedly. The action of Leo XIII. 
in bringing about the close of the Kulturkampf was at 
variance with the egotism of the Order, which dreaded 
lest a truce between Church and State should compel it 
to retire into the background. Hence the rage against 
the Pope and the insubordination to the Papal measures. 


THE VOW OF CHASTITY ’ 

“ What pertains to the vow of chastity requires no 
explanation, it being clear how perfectly it should be 
observed, namely, by striving to imitate the angelic holi¬ 
ness in the purity both of our mind and body.”* 

On this regulation in the Constitutions of the Order, 
the Jesuit Genelli makes the “ historic ” remark: 

“ As regards chastity, it deserves to be emphasised 
. . . that the Society is so immaculate in this respect 
that its opponents have never been able to prove any 
assertion against it, although the Jesuits, by living in the 
world and having intercourse with all kinds of persons, 
are exposed to the sharpest scrutiny, and their work leads 
them frequently into temptation and danger. ”f 

It must be freely acknowledged that unchastity has 
never tainted the Jesuit Order permanently, and that the 

* Constit. VI., 1, 1; Summar. n. 28. 

f Das Leben des heiligen Ignatius von Loyola (Innsbruck, 1848), p. 230. 
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unnatural restraint of celibacy does not work so destruc¬ 
tively here as in so many sections of the Roman Catholic 
clergy. But it must be stated most distinctly that in this 
point also Jesuit theory and Jesuit practice are opposed 
to one another, and that the statements of Jesuit writers, 
e.g. Genelli, with reference to the “ angelic purity ” of 
the Order, are untrue. In that very sphere of activity 
which the Order regards above all others as its domain 
of glory—the education of the young—the Jesuits have 
paid their full tribute to sexual humanity. In Chapter VI. 
I have already touched lightly on this subject, but now I 
shall deal with it more fully. 

Heinrich von Lang, the director of the Bavarian State 
Archives, gives the following information from papers of 
the Upper German Province of the Jesuit Order, which 
are now lying in the Imperial Archives at Munich— i.e. 
reports concerning members of the Order which were sent 
from the Superior of the Province to the General of the 
Order in Rome.* 

In the first place, Lang gives a complete account of 
the vicious conduct of the Jesuit, Jacob Marell, towards 
pupils of the Jesuit establishment at Augsburg. Lang 
produces original letters of the Jesuits Banholzer, Erhart, 
and Osterpeutter, dated July 3rd, September 22nd, and 
December 26th, 1698, which they, in their capacity of 
confessors, consultors and rectors, addressed from Augs¬ 
burg to the Provincial Superior, Martin Muller, and in 
which the abominable details of the doings of their fellow- 
Jesuit, Marell, are reported, f Lang also prints signed 
statements by three pupils, Count Oettingen and the two 
Counts Fugger, who were most frequently misused by the 
Jesuit Marell. 

From p. 26 onwards, in an extract, Lang gives thirty- 
six “ informations ” regarding the immoral behaviour of 

* Jacobi Martlli, S.J., amores. Munich, 1815. t Ibid., pp. 1-22. 
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as many Jesuits. The following are examples : Informa¬ 
tion against Father Werner Ehinger for disgraceful 
intercourse with a Baron of Ratisbon; against Father 
Haas at Freiburg for illicit intercourse with two youths ; 
against Father Adam Herler, of Constance, who corrupted 
seventeen youths ; against Father Franz Schlegl, of Munich, 
for assaults on seven boys; against Father Ferdinand, of 
Augsburg, for misusing a servant girl; against Father 
Michael Baumgartner, who, whilst he was sub-regent at 
Dillingen, entered into an entanglement with a woman of 
seventy and seduced two girls, one of whom then said, 
“ For shame, what kind of priests are these ? ” and so on, 
in one continuous catalogue of similar abominations. 

In considering this list of grave offences we must bear 
in mind that it deals with only one Province of the Order, 
the Upper German, that the numerous cases happened in 
the short time between 1650-1723, and that the editor, 
Lang, Director of the State Archives, declares that he 
could easily quote “ hundreds and hundreds ” of such 
“ informations ” from the manuscript material at his dis¬ 
posal in the Munich archives. Kluckhohn, who thoroughly 
searched through the Jesuit papers at Munich in 1874, 
and gave reports on them before the Royal Bavarian 
Academy of Science, also confirms the data supplied by 
Lang.* 

Paul Hoffaus, who in 1596 was appointed by General 
Acquaviva Visitator for the Upper German Province of 
the Order, and who was one of the most important Jesuits 
of that time, as the result of his visitation wrote in his 
Memorial intended for the Jesuit College at Munich: 

“It is to be regretted that so many beneficial precautionary 
measures [for the preservation of chastity] are not always observed, 
or are observed very carelessly. Feasting (commessationes) and 


For Kluckhohn’s comment, see I., p. 207. 
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frequent visits to single females at their residences take place 
without necessity. Rendezvous are given in the church for long 
conversations with women, and there are scandalously long con¬ 
fessions (confessiones scanddose prolixae) of women, even of those 
who frequently confess. Confessions of sick women in their houses 
are heard without [as the rule prescribes] the presence of a com¬ 
panion who can see the confessor and penitent. Frequently, yes, 
very frequently, intimacy prevails between two persons [confessor 
and his female penitent] without any trace of strict repression on 
the confessor’s part. I fear that sweet and agreeable words are 
exchanged, which are tinged with carnal lust and carnal feelings. 
Unpleasant occurrences, which lead to apostasy and to expulsions 
from the Society, teach us what great evils are caused by such 
transgressions in the case of confessors. Must there not be a 
strange aberration of intellect and heart when confessors in a free 
and unembarrassed manner, and without fear of shame, dare to 
pass many hours joking with women before the criticising eyes of 
the world, as if they themselves and their penitents were not in 
any danger from such unrestricted intercourse ? It is known and 
has also reached the ears of the princes [referring to the two 
dukes of Bavaria] that confessors from amongst our Order have 
become entangled through such Satanic examples of vice, and 
have apostatised or been expelled from the Society as evil 
nuisances.”* j 

This Memorial, to which I shall again refer, affords the 
more food for thought because it is a secret report and 
was drawn up only forty-six years after the founding of 
the Jesuit Order. Consequently, even in its first youth, 
— i.e. at a time in which zeal and the active practice of 
virtue should still have prevailed—the Order suffered from 
grave improprieties. 

In these cases it is very important to notice that 
although, formally and directly, the offences of individuals 
are in question, nevertheless the Order as such is impli- 

* Printed by Reusch, Beitrdge zur Oeschichte des Jesuitenordens : Zeitschrift 
fiir Kirchengeschichte, 1894, XV., 2, 262 et seq. 
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cated because, in these and in other instances, it failed to 
punish the culprits adequately. 

There is no mention of punishment in the above- 
mentioned “ information.” In one of the worst cases, 
that of the Jesuit Theoderich Beck, the Provincial Superior 
even recommends that clemency should be shown, “ because 
the offences were not publicly known.” He acted here 
quite in accordance with the ordinance already quoted, 
issued by General Acquaviva in 1595, that immoral actions 
should not be punished by dismissal when they had led 
to no open scandal.* How exactly the advice was followed 
is shown further by the following facts : 

A Jesuit, W. K. (he is careful not to mention his name), 
reported, under date 1st December, 163- (he also does not 
mention the year), from B-ome to the Jesuit Forer at 
Dillingen that the Jesuit Mena, “ an exceptionally clever 
man, who is sought out by all as an oracle,” made a 
woman, who was his penitent, believe that she might live 
with him legitimately. He subsequently denounced him¬ 
self and “ died in the Society of Jesus ” before > the 
close of the lawsuit which followed. It is related in the 
same letter of another Jesuit, Azevedo, that “ he had 
only been detected (nihil aliud fecisse deprehensus) observ¬ 
ing or touching that belonging to a woman which one 
ought bashfully to keep away from.” He also “ died in 
the Society of Jesus.”+ 

THE VOW OF POVERTY 

The scope of the vow of poverty (also of the special 
vow of poverty of the professed Jesuits) is explained by 
the following passages in the Constitutions : 

“ Whoever wishes to live in the Society must be con¬ 
vinced that food, drink, clothing and bedding should be 

* See Chapter VI. 

•J- Dollinger-Reusch, Moralstreitigkeiten, L, 587 ; II., 305. 
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of such a kind as appertains to poverty, and that the 
worst things which are to be found in the house are 
assigned to him to produce greater self-denial and spiritual 
development; also in order that a certain equality and 
a common social measure should be attained. As those 
who established the Society were specially tried by such 
poverty and a greater want of bodily necessaries, so those 
also who follow them must endeavour, by the grace of 
God, to equal and excel them. . . . Poverty is to be 
loved as the strong wall of the Order, and, with the help 
of Divine grace, is to be maintained in its purity as far 
as possible. All must love poverty as a mother and 
endure its effects in fitting season, according to a measure 
of holy discretion; nothing is to be used as an individual 
possession, and they must also be ready to beg from door 
to door when obedience or necessity requires this.”* 

And with reference to the gratuitous performance of 
the work of the Order which is connected with poverty, 
the Constitutions say: 

“ All who are under obedience to the Society should 
remember that they ought to give gratuitously what they 
have gratuitously received, neither demanding nor receiv¬ 
ing pay, or alms, by which masses, or confessions, or 
sermons, or lessons, or visitations, or any other duty of 
all those which the Society can render according to our 
Institute, may appear to be remunerated. . . . Also 
they must not, although others are allowed to do so, 
accept any pay or any alms for masses, sermons, lessons, 
or administration of sacraments, or for any other pious 
work which the Society may carry out in accordance 
with its Constitutions, as recompense for such services, 
from any other person than from God (for whose service 
alone they are to do everything).”! 

* Exam, gen., IV., 26; Summar. 23, 24. 

f Const it. VI., 2, 7 ; Examen generate, I., 3 ; Can. 1, Congreg. 5; Summar. 27. 
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Only on one point, which is to be discussed minutely 
further on—the interference of the Jesuit Order in politics 
—is the opposition between Jesuit theory and Jesuit 
practice so sharp as in the case of poverty. We 
may [say at once that Jesuit poverty is communistic 
wealth. 

Apart from actual business associations, there is 
scarcely any non-religious society which strives so intently 
and with such considerable success after possessions and 
riches as the Society of Jesus, a name which, in just this 
connection, is a cruel mockery. But amongst the religious 
bodies, the so-called spiritual Orders, the Jesuit Order 
occupies a supreme and exceptional position through its 
“ poverty.” 

I will give some personal recollections first of all. 

No doubt I have felt, as the Constitutions of the Order 
express it, “ the effects of poverty.” The already described 
dormitory and living arrangements during my novitiate, 
which continued throughout the scholasticate, afforded 
full opportunities for the practical experience of poverty. 
Bedding and clothing were, if not exactly mean in the 
strictest sense of the word, far from any suggestion of 
opulence. A palliasse which was frequently very hard, 
coarse bed-linen, a small blanket and a narrow and short 
bedstead formed my nightly couch for years. The cloth¬ 
ing was outwardly, it is true, generally clean. As regards, 
however, the cleanliness underneath, e.g. the cleanliness 
of the undergarments, there was none, since, for example, 
one and the same pair of trousers was worn next to the 
skin for years, and shirt and stockings, in spite of per¬ 
spiration and in spite of scanty washing and rare baths, 
were only changed once a week. Thus I also experienced 
the uncleanliness which is frequently, but not necessarily, 
connected with poverty. 

But two points must be noted in the case of these 
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“ effects of poverty,” and they are not the only ones, as I 
shall show. In the first place, it was a poverty brought 
about by force of circumstances. The German Province 
of the Order was obliged, while established abroad (in 
Holland and England) after its expulsion from Germany, 
to cut its cloak according to its cloth ; it could not imme¬ 
diately have everything in good order. And in the second 
place, this effect of poverty, to which still others were 
added according to necessity (threadbare or torn clothing) 
are the tests imposed on the individual to prove his con¬ 
tempt for the world, his obedience, his constancy, etc. 
They are not phenomena which develop from the attitude 
and from the spirit of the Order. Thus even the meagre 
“ effects of poverty,” regarded from religious and ascetic 
points of view as characteristic of the Order, are still 
further reduced. Hence I have a perfect right to dis¬ 
regard these things in describing the poverty which I 
personally endured. 

In other respects I have learnt to know the poverty 
of the Jesuit Order as easy living, based on wealth, and 
even luxury, combined with a spirit of intense eagerness 
for money and gain. 

It is obvious that an Order which clothes and feeds 
thousands, and in many instances lodges them in magni¬ 
ficent and spacious buildings, must be rich, very rich. 
The revenues, from which the enormous sums for main¬ 
taining the members, houses and churches of the Order 
are derived, point to a capital of many millions. I saw 
this clearly from the beginning. But I came to see other 
things clearly as well. 

The material foundation of the Order, safeguarded by 
an enormous fortune of millions, was not the only, not 
even the most marked, feature of opposition to its theo¬ 
retically ascetic and religious foundation— -i.e. to Jesus 
Christ’s vow of poverty. We find it in the daily life and 
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in the habits of the Order of the Society of Jesus in certain 
circumstances. 

The daily fare at dinner and supper is very good and 
very abundant, incomparably better than that of the 
secular priests and even most comfortably situated and 
well-to-do families of the middle class. The Jesuit Order 
knows no trace of poverty in eating and drinking. 

The “ poor ” Jesuit daily eats a dinner consisting of 
soup and two meat dishes, with suitable additions and 
stewed fruit, and a supper consisting of a meat dish or 
other hot food, and he drinks good beer with this. On 
festival days, according to their importance, several dishes, 
amounting to five or six, are served, and wine is supplied 
besides the beer. In the English Jesuit houses (Ditton 
Hall, Stonyhurst, London, Liverpool and Manchester) I 
have enjoyed meals which must be characterised as very 
well cooked, sumptuous dinners,* at which neither oysters 
and champagne, nor pastry, poultry and game, nor even 
the after-dinner cigarette with coffee and liqueurs were 
lacking. 

Was the meal of which Christ and His company par¬ 
took before His passion and death, the picture of which 
frequently adorns the refectories of the Society of Jesus, 
of the same nature ? 

The “ magister meals ” constitute a special kind of 
feast. Every three months, or even more frequently, the 
Jesuits appointed as magistri in the different colleges have 
special festivities with a meal at which things are done 
in great style. From a purely human point of view, I am 
quite capable of appreciating such recreation, spiced with 

* Such feasts are called Duplicia ; they are divided, according to their import¬ 
ance, into Duplicia secundae, primae and primissimae (sic/) classis —a division 
which, it is important to notice, has been copied from the Liturgy, which classes 
the feasts of the Church under festa simplicia and duplicia, and these again under 
duplicia secundae and primae dassis. The designation duplex primissimae dassis 
for specially sumptuous meals is Jesuit Latin, or rather Jesuit dog-Latin. 
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pleasures of the table, in the course of a hard and monot¬ 
onous professional life. But the purely human point of 
view is by no means that which is accepted by the Society 
of Jesus; it takes to itself very emphatically the ideal 
of Christly perfection and asceticism, and such feastings 
are out of place for the wearers of the soutane and biretta. 

A true Jesuit peculiarity may be added. It is that the 
good living, expressing itself in luxurious meals and feast¬ 
ing, is most carefully kept from the laity. In their eyes 
the Jesuit appears as the poor, mortified member of an 
Order which is very much in want of support and alms. 
The liberality of the unsuspecting public would receive 
its deathblow if it got wind of such things. 

An event during my stay at the Jesuit college in 
Holland, Blyenbeck, where I studied philosophy as a 
scholastic from 1881-1883, shows to what serio-comic 
situations such secret proceedings frequently lead. 

One fine summer afternoon my uncle, Baron Felix von 
Loe (Centre Deputy and founder of the Catholic National 
Union), came over the moor from his estate at Terporten, 
situated on the other side of the neighbouring Prussian 
border, as he frequently did, to visit his friend, the Jesuit 
Joseph Schneider (author of an “ official ” work on Indul¬ 
gences), who was stationed in Borne as Consultor of the 
Congregation of Indulgences, but was spending his holidays 
at Blyenbeck. It was just the time for a “ magister meal,” 
and Father Schneider as a distinguished guest took part 
in it. A great dilemma occurred! I was called to the 
Rector, and requested to entertain my uncle in the mean¬ 
time and explain to him that Father Schneider could not 
be spared just then “ owing to urgent business.” About 
an hour later, Father Schneider appeared with a face 
rubicund from eating and drinking, and in a very cheerful 
frame of mind. He repeated the excuse about important 
business. I suffered torture, partly owing to the untruth 
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with which we had regaled my uncle, and partly because 
I was afraid that Father Schneider’s evident cheerfulness 
might cause the “ urgent business ” to appear in a some¬ 
what curious light. 

From this may be deduced the value of the con¬ 
stantly repeated pitiful complaints made by the Order in 
newspaper articles and elsewhere with reference to the 
“ bread of exile ” which it is compelled to eat. 

The country-houses of the Order, officially named 
“ villas,” are peculiarly characteristic of Jesuit poverty. 
The Order seeks to acquire country-houses, frequently at 
great expense, in the neighbourhood of its colleges, where 
every Thursday the inmates of the colleges, fathers and 
scholastics, may be recuperated by good air, good food 
and all kinds of active games. This is certainly an excel¬ 
lent arrangement from the point of view of health and 
the care of the body. It may reasonably be doubted, 
from the knowledge revealed to us in the Gospels of the 
Christly spirit of poverty, whether it is in accordance with 
the spirit of poverty of a Society of Jesus. Notwith¬ 
standing the exile in which the German Province of the 
Order lived in Holland and England, the wealth of the 
Order was sufficient for the expensive purchase and 
support of such villas. Thus, the novitiate house at 
Exaeten had its villa at Oosen on the banks of the Maas, 
and the college at Wynandsrade had its villa at Aalbeck. 

On journeys, the “ poor ” Jesuit travels second class. 
I was accustomed to travel third class as long as I believed 
ill, the Jesuit Order. When I went with other comrades, 
I found it rather difficult to persuade them to use the 
lower class. 

The Jesuit father (not the brother) has his own spacious 
room, not luxuriously but comfortably furnished, with 
bed, writing-table, standing-desk, chairs, prie-dieu, book¬ 
case and stove. 
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Consequently it is not to be wondered at—and this is 
also an effect of Jesuit poverty—that when Jesuits, brought 
up in such comfort, become through exterior events the 
possessors of a large income they incline towards prodi¬ 
gality. For example, the Jesuit Cienfuegos, who was 
made Cardinal, “ made an enormous display,” as his 
fellow-Jesuit, Cordara, the historiographer of the Order, 
tells us. This “ poor ” member of the Order wasted over 
70,000 gold florins yearly in dissipation as Imperial ambas¬ 
sador at Madrid and holder of the rich archbishopric of 
Monreale.* 

It is a fair question then : “ Where does poverty come 
in when the exterior life of the Jesuit is so comfort¬ 
ably, even luxuriously appointed ? ” And, further, “ Are 
there not many amongst the Jesuits who are struck by 
the antithesis of the Constitutions of the Order and the 
actual life, and who, as a result of these thoughts, doubt 
whether they are really in the Society of Jesus, that Jesus 
who entered the world in exceeding poverty, passed through 
it in exceeding poverty, and left it in exceeding poverty?” 
Of course, there are many whose spirit of idealism and 
aversion from the world takes offence at the “ poor ” 
things offered for their use and enjoyment by the Jesuit 
Order. I belonged to this number. I frequently ex¬ 
pressed my trouble and doubts to my Superior, especi¬ 
ally during the novitiate. I received the stereotyped 
repiy: 

“ Our poverty does not consist in privation, but in our 
aloofness in the midst of possessions; also especially in 
the fact that we do not call anything our own amongst 
the objects with which we are surrounded and which we 
use. Every pencil, every piece of paper, every book, 
every pen and every sheet of note-paper, our food, the 
rooms and the clothes which we use, have to be asked for; 

* Cordara, S.J., Denkvmrdigkeiten ; Dollinger, Beitrdge , 3, 3. 
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we are possessors, or masters, of nothing. Hence we are 
poor.” 

A sentence uttered by my Novice-Master, afterwards 
my Provincial, the Jesuit Mauritius Meschler, also throws 
interesting light on this poverty. When I once, at the 
Annual Statement of Conscience, expressed my misgiv¬ 
ings as to the sumptuous feasts, he said: 

“ But, dear brother, are only the wicked to enjoy the 
good things of this world ? Has not God also created 
them for the righteous ? ” 

I was not then quick enough at repartee to answer 
him with the saying of Christ, who certainly also belonged 
to the “ righteous ” : 

“ The foxes have holes, and the birds of the air have 
nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his 
head.” 

It does not strike anyone, who believes in the authority 
and piety of the expositors, that such explanations are 
humbug and devoid of the Evangelical spirit; indeed, 
they gradually lull the ascetic and religious conscience to 
sleep. The individual considers that he and the Order 
are poor, whilst he lives a very comfortable life on the 
interest of the Order’s millions and enjoys in a duly 
“ detached ” manner the good things of this world. 

I repeat that Jesuit poverty is in reality communistic 
wealth, not Evangelical poverty. 

I have also had experience in various ways of the 
famed gratuitousness with which the Jesuit carries out 
his spiritual work (sermons, hearing of confessions, giving 
of exercises, and saying mass). 

During my third probationary year, the tertiate, which 
I passed at Portico in England (near the manufacturing 
town of St. Helens), we tertiaries were sent on Sundays 
into the neighbouring parishes to help the priests, at their 
request, in preaching, hearing confessions and saying mass. 
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The “ gratuitousness ” of such assistance comes very 
forcibly to light. Our rector and tertiate instructor, the 
Jesuit Oswald, carefully selected from amongst the requests 
submitted those which promised to be most lucrative. 
He openly stated that he preferred to decline absolutely 
requests which did not promise, besides the allowance for 
travelling, at least one pound sterling ! 

This instance of the application of the principle is the 
more noteworthy because it belonged to the tertiate period, 
i.e. the highest stage of the Jesuit tra ining , and because 
the very man who was appointed by the Order to instruct 
us in the Constitutions of the Order and initiate us into 
its spirit proclaimed this principle with reference to 
“ gratuitous ” money-making. 

The Order charges high fees for Exercises, popular 
missions, festival sermons and masses for souls. It prefers 
to give Exercises to rich and noble people, because the 
donations, too, are rich and noble. When I gave Exercises 
in 1889 to a number of noble ladies at Munster, I received 
500 marks (£25) for my exertions, which only lasted three 
days. The Procurator of the Province, the Jesuit Caduff, 
accepted the money with pleasure, and remarked face¬ 
tiously that I seemed able to give profitable Exercises. 
I never brought back less than 300 marks (£15) from the 
castle of Count D.-V., in Westphalia, where I often went 
to preach, hear confessions and say mass. At the death 
of my father, my mother gave from two to three thousand 
marks (£100-£150) to the Order for saying masses for 
the dead. I have already stated how, in all probability, 
the Order also received a considerable portion of my 
mother’s fortune through the agency of the Jesuit 
Behrens. 

Such and similar occurrences might be multiplied a 
thousandfold, and an idea can be obtained through them 
of the productive source of revenue for the Order 
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which springs from the gratuitousness of its spiritual 
aids. 

So much regarding Jesuit poverty from the limited 
history of my personal experiences. I will now deal with 
the larger history of the Order’s poverty. 

Here also stress must be laid on the fact that the 
defection from the rules drawn up in the Constitutions is 
observable even in the early youth of the Order. The 
Jesuit primitiae spiritus , the first fruits of the spirit, are 
degenerate already, and the high-sounding, ascetic theory 
of the Order is in sharp antithesis to them. 

In the already mentioned secret report of the Upper 
German Province of the Order, by the Visitator, Paul 
Hoffaus, appointed by General Acquaviva, we find, under 
date 1596: 

“ We have swerved aside, we have fallen away violently, indeed, 
from the first form of poverty. We are not content with necessary 
things, but desire that all shall be comfortable, plentiful, diverse, 
profuse, rare, select, elegant, splendid, gilded, precious and luxu¬ 
rious. I can only think with shame and pain of how many thousand 
florins have been expended here [in Munich] in latter years for 
the maintenance and the embellishment of the college, as if we 
were not poor members of an Order, but courtiers and spend¬ 
thrifts. Woe to those who have brought about and devised this 
damnable and accursed expenditure to the corruption of our 
religious poverty. This is the more to be regretted because the 
corruption has already become a habit which can no longer be 
exterminated unless the axe is placed at the root. There is not 
a trace left of the poverty of our fathers. Everything is done in 
grand style.”* 

It is praiseworthy that the officials in the Order raised 
their voices in warning. But this did not help matters. 
The evil spread. And when the whole is surveyed, when 
we observe the continually increasing gigantic riches of 

* Reprinted in Reusch, Beitrdge , ?. 262. 

G 
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the Order and see innumerable examples of its remarkable 
commercial aptitude for money-making, the not unjusti¬ 
fiable doubt arises: “ Are not the warning voices of 
officials only raised proforma , ut aliquid fedsse videantur ? ” 
Be that as it may, the historical life and behaviour of the 
Order gives the lie to its theoretical warnings. 

As the pseudo-mysticism of the Jesuit Order is an 
inheritance from its founder, Ignatius Loyola, so its 
pseudo-poverty and its notable acquisitiveness are charac¬ 
teristics handed down from the founder. 

Ignatius Loyola instructed the Jesuit Laynez, appointed 
by hims elf confessor to Duke Cosimo de Medici, who after¬ 
wards played an important part at the Council of Trent, 
and became Ignatius’s immediate successor in the general¬ 
ship of the Order, that “ he was to ‘ insinuate ’ [this was 
the expression used by Ignatius] to the Duke’s wife, who 
was to be confined shortly, that she should act in the 
same manner as the Queen of Portugal had acted before 
her confinement, namely, make a settlement of 500 gold 
florins on the Jesuit College.* 

These 1,000 gold florins obtained from two princesses 
during childbed travail have themselves, as it were, become 
reproductive—they have produced a million future gene¬ 
rations. The “ insinuation ” of the founder of the Order 
has remained a model for all later “ insinuations,” at the 
death-bed, in confessionals, etc., and thus the Order has 
heaped up possessions on possessions. 

K. von Lang points outf that the Upper German 
Province of the Jesuit Order received in the years 1620— 
1700 alone through “ insinuations,” 800,000 florins. 
Amongst these are single sums of 15,000, 32,000, 56,000, 
92,000 and 117,000 florins. In 1718 a member of the 

* Druffel, Ignatius von Loyola an der romischen Kurie (Munich, 1879), p. 18 
et seq. 

f Oeschichte der Jesuiten in Bayern, 1819, p. 57. 
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Peutinger family bequeathed 100,000 florins to the Jesuit 
College at Ellwangen. Prom about 1700 onwards, the 
donations in the Upper German Province were only noted 
down in the secret books. The size of the sums—which 
were frequently gigantic for that period—was to remain 
concealed.* * * § The yearly fixed revenue of the Upper 
German Province, which consisted of 583 persons, amounted 
in 1656 to 185,950 florins, according to von Lang’sf 
minutely verified documents. To this should be added 
many thousands through gifts, donations, fees for masses, 
etc. 

It was especially Duke William V. of Bavaria who laid 
the foundation for the wealth of the Upper German 
Jesuits. He endowed the Jesuit College in Munich with a 
yearly income of 2,675 florins, and to this were added the 
tithes from Ainling and Edenhausen to the amount of 
3,000 florins, and the monastery of Ebersberg, with all its 
revenues and landed property. { 

He met their endeavours to get the most popular 
places of pilgrimages into their hands by building them 
a college at Altotting. He presented them, moreover, with 
the abbeys of Biburg and Monehsmiinster, and contrived, 
in spite of the opposition of the district, and against Papal 
decrees, that the Jesuits connected with the foundations 
should become members of the Bavarian prelacy, and 
should receive a seat and vote in the Diets. § 

The predilection of this duke for the Jesuit Order was 
so boundless that there was a general complaint that the 
avarice of the Jesuits would eventually devour the whole 
of Bavaria. 

William’s example was imitated. His princely neigh- 

* Lang, Ibid., p. 58. t Ibid., p. 158 ei seq. 

J Sugenheim, Baierns Kirchen und Volkszustande im 16. Jahrh, (Giessen, 1842), 

P- 317 (2). 

§ F. Stieve, firiefe und Akten zur GeschicMe dee 30 jahrigen Krieges, IV., 414. 
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hour, the Archduke Leopold, Prince Bishop of Passau, 
a boy of fourteen, endowed the Jesuit College at this 
place with 30,000 florins. 

Thus it is explicable that on the suppression of the 
Jesuit Order in 1773 the Upper German Province pos¬ 
sessed a gigantic landed property which was distributed 
as follows: 

To the college at Munich belonged: the monastery of 
Ebersberg with the priory of Erding, Aham, the domain 
of Pfaflenhausen with Tondorf, Eugenbach, Hornbach, 
Holzhausen, Wolfshausen and Rannerzbach; to the 
college in Ingolstadt: Monehsmiinster with fifty-eight 
farms, Biburg with Leitenbach and Rozenhausen of ninety- 
one farms, the estate of Randeck and Essing, the manors 
of Prunn, Stockau, Oberhaunstadt, Oberdolling with Hell- 
mansperg; to the college at Landsberg: the manors of 
Yogach, Pestanagger, Winkel and Zangenhausen; to the 
college at Amberg: the Abbey of Kastell together with 
the manors of Engenreut, Hofdorf, Heymaden, Garstorf, 
Gebersdorf; to the college at Ratisbon : the monastery 
of St. Paul, the manors of Gieselshausen, the tithes and 
dues of Kalmiinz, Lengenfeld and Holzheim; to the 
college at Straubing: the manor of Schierling; to the 
college at Landshut ' the estate of Niederding; to the 
college at Burghausen: the tithes of Markel and Seibels- 
dorf ; to the college at Feldkirch (Vorarlberg): the tithes 
of Frastanz and the pasturage of Streichenfeld; to the 
college at Neuburg: the monasteries of Berg, Neuburg, 
and Echenbrunn ; to the college at Augsburg: the domain 
of Eitenhofen, the manors of Kissingen and Mergethau 
with the laundry at Lechhausen; to the theological 
seminary at Dillingen: Lustenau; to the college at 
Eichstatt: Wittenfeld and Landershofen ; to the college 
at Bamberg: the estates of Sambach, Winden, Stetbach, 
Leimershof, Hohengiissbach, Knetzgau, Merkendorf, Sand- 
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hof and the vineyard of Ziegelang. The Imperial Com¬ 
mission found assets of more than three millions in the 
college at Ingolstadt.* 

When the Austrian State officially estimated the 
wealth of the Order directly after its suppression, it 
amounted to 15,415,220 guldens, for Bohemia, Moravia, 
Silesia and the remaining German-Austrian hereditary 
lands. But this does not seem to have been nearly all. 
For the President of the Imperial Exchequer reports, 
under date of August 16th, 1782, that more than 120,000 
guldens of “ Jesuit gold ” had been discovered at Genoa, 
and more than eighteen millions were supposed to be 
lodged in the Order’s name in Holland, four millions of 
which belonged to Austria. The President even learnt 
the names of the banks at Frankfort which had negotiated 
the payment of the interest. But the further levy arranged 
by the Bethmannf firm led to no results. J 

The following facts from the same period throw the 
Jesuit wealth into bold relief: 

The Bohemian and Austrian Chancery Court reports, 
under date of April 28th, 1781, that of the outstanding 
claims of the Jesuits on private individuals, 3,214,000 
guldens have already been collected, 2,674,939 guldens 
were converted into ready money, and, in addition to this, 
381,654 guldens earnest money would be collected. 

The Emperor (Joseph II.) considered it “ unseemly ” 
that the State as an assignee of the Jesuits should have 
private debtors, and privately advised Prince Schwarzen- 
berg, who was placed in sad difficulties through the notice 
to redeem this outstanding debt, to sell one of his estates 

* From the documents quoted by Lang, Qeschichte der Jesuiten in Bayern, 
p. 205 et seq. 

t The fifth German Chancellor, von Bethmann-Hollweg, is descended from 
a member of this banking firm. v 

J Hock-Biedermann, Der osterreichische Staaisrat, 1760-1848 (Vienna, 1879), 
pp. 67, 444. 
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in the German Empire so that he might pay the proceeds 
into the Austrian Government Credit-bank and thus 
liquidate the debt contracted with the Jesuits.* 

On May 25th, 1647, John Palafox, Bishop of Los 
Angeles, wrote to Pope Innocent X. :f 

* Hock-Biedermann, ibid. , p. 521. 

t The evidence of Bishop Palafox (who died in 1659 when Bishop of Osina, 
in Spain) is especially unfavourable, and is consequently contested by the Jesuits 
with all manner of culumnies. Palafox lived and died in the odour of sanctity, 
so that his beatification was instituted and almost completed. Therefore the 
Jesuits, fighting as is their wont by means of falsifications and misrepresentations, 
have tried to discredit his letter directed to the Pope, from which the above quota¬ 
tion has been taken. But the authenticity of the letter is guaranteed, apart from 
other proofs, by a decree of the Congregation of Rites, dated December 16th, 1760, 
in which, amongst the writings of Palafox, these two letters are also mentioned, 
and it is said of them, as of the remaining writings : “ They contain nothing 

against religion and good morals, nor do they contain any new, strange doctrine 
opposed to the general belief and custom of the Church.” The Congregation 
announces at the same time that, after the examination of his writings, the beati¬ 
fication of Bishop Palafox could be continued ( Dccret rendu dam la cause de I’lZgliae 
d'Osma , p. 30. Rome: De VImprimerie de la Chambre Apostolique, 1760. In a 
collection belonging to the Court and State Library in Munich: Jes. 832). This 
official document is of the greatest importance also in connection with the contents 
of the letters. For the Congregation of Rites could not possibly declare that the 
letters were “ not opposed to good morals ” if they had not become convinced 
after minute examination that they contained nothing slanderous and untrue. 
When, therefore, Duhr ( Jesuitenfabeln , p. 640 et seq.), who, moreover, carefully 
keeps this important decree secret, asserts most positively: “ A number of his 
[Bishop Palafox’s] assertions are in disagreement with known facts and are 
accordingly shown to be untruths,” he makes an audacious attempt to deceive, 
which is not improved by the fact that Duhr refers to “ remarks ” (animadversiones) 
by the Promotor Fidei in the proceedings in regard to Bishop Palafox’s beatification. 
For it is the business of the Promotor Fidei to raise difficulties from all available 
quarters against a beatification, and that is why he is also called the advocatus 
diaboli, the devil’s advocate. Moreover, this quotation by Duhr requires to be 
explained. As I could not find the remarks of the advocatus diaboli at any German 
library, I begged the Intelligence Bureau for German Libraries in Berlin to ask 
Duhr in which library the remarks could be found. Duhr replied that they were 
private property. Thus I am deprived of the possibility of verifying them. And 
until Duhr produces the work itself, I must place a note of interrogation after 
his quotation. I have already caught Duhr tripping in regard to many of his 
quotations, and shall do so again, no doubt. The accuracy of the contents of 
the letter is, moreover, supported by the fact that, on account of the remonstrance 
of the Jesuit Order, Rome caused an examination to be carried out, with the 
result that Innocent X. decided in three briefs (May I4th, 1648, November 19th, 
1652, and May 27th, 1653) in favour of the Cardinal and against the Jesuits. 
These briefs were so embarrassing to the Order that it tried to divert their influence 
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“ Most Holy Father,—I found almost all the wealth, all immov¬ 
ables and all treasures of this Province of America, in the hands 
of the Jesuits, who still possess them. Two of their colleges have 
30,000 sheep, without counting the small flocks ; and whilst almost 
all the cathedral churches and all the Orders together have hardly 
three sugar-refineries, the Society alone has six of the largest. 
One of these refineries is valued at more than half a million thalers, 
and this single Province of the Jesuits, which, however, only 
consists of ten colleges, possesses, as I have just said, six of these 
refineries, each one of which brings in 100,000 thalers yearly. 
Besides this, they have various corn-fields of enormous size.- Also 
they have silver mines, and if they continue to increase their power 

in a truly Jesuitical way. It smuggled into the bullarium (Lyons edition of 1655, 
4 vols.), directly after the briefs, a document (Processus et finis causae Angelo- 
politanae) of which the essential part is as follows: “ Decisions in favour of the 
Fathers of the Society [of Jesus] from the accompanying brief.” The ruse was 
discovered, however, and the Congregation of the Index censured this volume 
of the bullarium by means of a decree of August 3rd, 1656, “ until it was cleansed 
from the additions ” ( donee expurgetur ab adjeciis). In two further decrees (July 27th, 
1657, and June 10th, 1658), the resolutions interpolated by the Jesuits were 
emphatically designated as such “ additions.” (Reusch, Index II., 485, 495.) 

A second Jesuit trick must also be reported in the Palafox matter. When, 
as has already been mentioned. Bishop Palafox’s beatification was proposed, the 
Jesuits vehemently opposed it. The proceedings continued, however, in the usual 
slow fashion. Then, in 1765-1770, there appeared pseudonymous and anonymous 
writings, most probably by Jesuits, which designated as Buspect the works declared 
by the Congregation of Rites to be blameless in regard to dogma and morals. 
The nuisance increased so much that the Congregation of the Index was obliged 
to put an end to it by means of a decree, dated September 10th, 1771. At the 
same time, it again confirmed, at the Pope’s command, the earlier decrees in 
favour of the orthodoxy of Palafox’s works and enjoined silence on the Promotor 
Fidei (advocatus diaboli), (ibid., 495 et seq.) 

Nothing is to be found of all these important facts in the " historical ” state, 
ment by the Jesuit Duhr. He brings forward, as has already been mentioned, an 
unverifiable and unfavourable expression of the advocatus diaboli and lays stress 
upon the assertion, which has already been proved untrue by Amauld, that 
Palafox has described his letters as written ab iraio (ibid., p. 643). The confession, 
not, of course, intended for publication, which the official historiographer, the 
Jesuit Cordara, makes in a report regarding the intrigues of his Order against the 
beatification of Palafox is very interesting: ” If John Palafox had obtained the 
heavenly honours [the canonisation], the letters, which he is supposed to have 
addressed to Innocent X., would doubtless have reflected disgrace on the Society 
[of Jesus] . . . The Jesuits tried, with good reason, but not perhaps in a very 
well-considered manner, to hinder the case of Palafox.” (Denhwiirdigkeiten : 
Dollinger, Beitrdge, 3, 29.) 



88 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

and wealth as excessively as they have done up to now, the secular 
clergy will become their sacristans and the laymen their stewards, 
whilst the other Orders will be forced to collect alms at their doors. 
All this property and all these considerable revenues, which might 
make a sovereign powerful, serve no other purpose than to maintain 
ten colleges. ... To this may be added the extraordinary skill 
with which they make use of and increase their superabundant 
wealth. They maintain public warehouses, cattle fairs, butchers’ 
stalls and shops. They send a part of their goods by way of the 
Philippine Islands to China. They lend out their money for usury 
and thus cause the greatest loss and injury to others.”* 

One of Palafox’s colleagues, the Bishop of Maragnon, 
Gregorio de Almeida, complained, in 1679, that the Jesuits 
yearly snatched 40,000 gold ducats from him.f 

With reference to the wealth of the Jesuits in China 
in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, the records 
of the Missions fitrangeres of Paris (the oldest Catholic 
Missionary Society existing to-day) contain interesting 
information: 

“ Les Jesuites ont trois maisons a Pekin. Chaque 
maison a> dans un commerce usuraire , la valeur de cinquante 
ou soixante mille tads. Chaque tad vaut au moins quatre 
limes de notre monnaie de France. Uinteret de Vargent d 
la Chine est ordinairement de trente pour cent. Les J esuites 
pretendent quails n’en prennent que vingt-quatre , ou, ce qui 
ne vaut pas mieux, deux pour cent par mois. Le calcvl du 
profit est facile d faire. Le capital de 60,000 tads pour 
chaque maison fait pour les trois maisons ensemble un total 
de 720,000 limes et la rente d?environ 80,000 liv. pour 
nourrir onze ‘ pauvres rdigieuxMais ce profit n’est 
rien compare au profit du commerce de vin , d'horloges et 
d'autres industries , avec lesquelles ces Peres arms sent des 

* Don Juan Palafox, Briefe an Papst Innozenz X. {Frankfort and Leipzig, 
1773), pp. 7-9. 

t Evidence given by Friedrich, p. 40. 



Theory and Practice of the Vows 89 

tresors immenses, qui les rendent beaucoup plus riches dans 
les Indes que le roi de Portugal .” 

As the Lazarists (founded by St. Vincent de Paul) 
reprinted these data in the official history of their Con¬ 
gregation,* we have evidence as to the truth of these 
facts from two of the most distinguished Catholic Missionary 
Societies, who, owing to their activity in China and India, 
knew quite well what they were writing about. 

In the same place,t the Lazarists also publish the text 
of several previously mentioned usurious agreements {con¬ 
trols usuraires) which the Jesuits had concluded, partly 
with Christian and partly with heathen Chinese, and 
which the Papal Legate in China, Cardinal Tournon, had 
declared to be null and void, for the very reason of their 
usurious character, threatening ecclesiastical punishments 
in case of repetition. 

The sums with which the Jesuit Order had to do at 
the time of its suppression are shown by a remark of the 
Jesuit Cordara,J that Cardinal Marefoschi, who was 
nominated by the Pope as Commissioner of Enquiry of 
the Jesuit Seminarium Romanum , had discovered that an 
item of 500,000 scudi had not been entered at all. 

In short, the wealth of the Jesuit Order was and is so 
notorious, that Cretineau-Joly,§ the fanatical defender of 
the Order, in the face of undeniable facts, was obliged to 
admit that the wealth of the Jesuit Order in France 
amounted to fifty-eight millions in the middle of the 
eighteenth century. Neither the property of the missions 
in the colonies nor the alms and gifts were included in 
this gigantic sum, as he mentions specially. But experience 
shows that the alms and gifts amount to a considerable 

* Memoirde la Congregation de la Mission (Paris, 1865), 4, 239. 

t Ibid., 4, 240 el seq. 

X Denkwiirdigkeiten : Dollinger, Beitrcige, 3, 49. 

[ § Histoire de la Compagnie de Jisus (Paris, 1845), 5, 275 (1). 
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total yearly, and that the property of the missions was 
enormous, so that many millions must be added to the 
fifty-eight. The number of French Jesuits who enjoyed 
the interest on these millions was then scarcely more 
than four thousand. 

The fact of the great wealth of the Jesuits is therefore 
firmly established. A certain piquancy is added by the 
way in which the Order acquires its millions. 

It follows two paths to reach this goal. The one is 
apparently spiritual and religious, and we encounter on it 
the Jesuit as Preacher, Director of Exercises, Confessor 
and Spiritual Director. The other path is the usual way 
of all business people. 

I have already indicated repeatedly the profitableness 
of the first way, which bears the official designation 
“ gratuitous service ” in spiritual affairs. I can also con¬ 
firm from personal experience how well trodden and 
profitable is this road. 

In this connection I give a few further characteristic 
passages from the history of the Order. 

The English Jesuit, Gerard, says of himself: 

“ I also gave a retreat to two fine young men who were brothers, 
who both came to the resolution of entering the Society. . . . 
Before his departure (the elder), among other almsdeeds, he gave 
to the Society eleven to twelve thousand florins. My host (Henry 
Drury) bestowed nearly one-half of his goods upon the Society.”* 

The particulars are supplemented by information 
given by the Catholic priest, William Watson, about 
1599-1600: 

“ Father John Jerard (Jesuit) caused Henry Drurie to enter 
into this exercise ; and thereby got him to sell the Manor of Lozell 
in Suffolke, and other lands to the value of 3,500 pounds, and got 

* The Life of Fr. John Gerard (London, 1882), from Taunton, p. 162. 



Theory and Practice of the Vows 91 

all the money himselfe. Two others had the exercise giuen them 
at that time by Fr. Jerard: va. Maister Anthony Rowse and 
Edward Walpole, of whom he got 1,000 pounds each. . . . He 
dealt so in like manner with Maister lames Linacre, from whom 
he drew 400 pounds. He also received from Edward Huddlestones 
1,000 under pretence of the said exercise, and he hath drawne 
Maister William Wiseman into the said exercise so oft, as he hath 
left him now very bare to liue.” 

Watson also reports the same o! other wealthy 
people.* 

Abundant details regarding the commercial and busi¬ 
ness road are available, and I will select a few of them: 

M. Martin, the manager of the French Trading Company 
at Pondicherry, says in his Report: 

“ It is an established fact that, next to the Dutch, the Jesuits 
c^rry on the greatest and most successful trade in the East Indies. 
They surpass the English and other nations, even the Portuguese, 
in this respect. . . . They have carried on this [the trade] to 
such an extent that Father Tachard alone owes the Trading 
Company [at Pondicherry] more than 160,000 piastres, i.e., more 
than 450,000 French livres. You have been able to observe that 
the 58 bales which belong to these fathers, and the smallest of 
which was as large again as one of those belonging to the ‘ French ’ 
Trading Company, were distributed among all the ships of the 
squadron [which Louis XIV. had sent to the East Indies under 
Admiral du Quene] and were not filled with rosaries or Agnus Dei 
or other weapons which would be characteristic of an apostolic 
consignment. These are the fine and good wares which they bring 
out from Europe to sell in this country, and they import as much 
as they can get on the ships at every outward sailing.”f 

The agreement between this information, given by 
a merchant holding a trustworthy position, and the 

* Decacordon of Ten QuocUibetical Questions, 1602, p. 89 et seq. 
f Voyages de Mr. du Quine, III., 15: in Harenberg, Pragmatische Geschichte 
des Ordens der Jesuiten, II., 543 et seq. 
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above-quoted statements of the Lazarist priests and 
the missionaries of the Missions Etrangeres is note¬ 
worthy. 

We also encounter Jesuit trading on a large scale in 
the Island of Martinique. 

The commercial transactions of the Jesuit Lavalette 
in the Island of Martinique resulted in the bankruptcy of 
the large mercantile house of Lioncy and Gouffre at 
Marseilles. The General of the Order, Centurione, caused 
500,000 livres to be paid as partial compensation to the 
mercantile house by the French Provincial of the Order, 
the Jesuit de Sacy. But the half-million could not avert 
the ruin of Lioncy and Gouffre. The Jesuit de la Marche, 
who was sent as Visitator by the Order to Martinique, was 
also obliged to acknowledge that Lavalette had been 
drawn into illicit commercial transactions. Lavalette’s 
liabilities amounted to 2,400,000 livres in 1761. In 1762 
the Jesuit Order took up eighty-six of the bills put into 
circulation by Lavalette amounting to more than one 
million. By way of counterbalancing the Lavalette case, 
the Order had recourse to a method which it had frequently 
made use of, and which was almost always efficacious in 
face of the credulous multitude. It caused a certificate of 
good conduct to be drawn up with reference to his spiritual 
zeal, his success in the education of the young, his zeal in 
preaching, hearing of confessions, etc., by the Bishop of 
Marseilles and numerous inhabitants of the town (for the 
affair had caused the greatest stir in Marseilles). But such 
artifices had no effect on the Parliaments of Aix and Paris, 
and in August, 1762, they condemned the Order to pay 
one and a half million livres. 

The Jesuit Soullier, who tries to cloak Lavalette’s 
offence and that of the Order by every possible means, 
was obliged to admit these facts.* 

* Soullier, S.J., Les Jesuites d Marseille (Marseilles, 1899), p. 179 et seq. 
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Adrien Artaut gives an excellent description of Lava- 
lette’s cunning methods : 

“ En qudques annees U [ Lavalette ] dota la maison [des Jesuites ] 
de la Martinique d'un fonds dont a estime le revenu annuel, peutetre 
avec un peu d'exageration, d 280,000 limes. ... La nature de ses 
operations n'est pas encore completement connue, mais il ressort des 
discussions quidies ont soulevees, que ce religieux arriva d diminuer, 
dans une proportion enorme, le charge qui grevait les retours de la 
Martinique sur France. . . . Des que les recoltes de la Mission 
devinrent trop importantes pour trouver acquereur sur place, le 
P. Lavalette se vit oblige de les envoyer en France oit on les vendait 
pour le compte de cette Mission. . . . Le P. Lavalette, combinant 
Favantage de la Mission el celui des colons, offrit de delivrer sur ses 
correspondants de France, charges de la vente de ses recoltes, des 
traites d valoir sur le net produit de ces recoltes et de ddimer ces 
traites au pair. En dautres termes : pour miUe limes regues d la 
Martinique, le P. Lavalette faisait payer mille limes en France ; et 
cependant les miUe limes regues d la Martinique rien valaient en 
France pas plus de six cent soixante-six. . . . Les traites etaient 
donnees d des echeances tres do'ignees. . . . Les produits coloniaux 
se vendaient en France d de bons prix, ce qui permettait de perdre 
un peu pour realiser tout de suite ce prix. Enfin, les conditions 
avantageuses memes auxqudles ces traites Haient ojfertes, inspirerent 
dabord de la mefiance aux colons, qui rien prirent, en premier lieu, 
que pour de jaibles sommes, et d qui le P. Lavalette rien remit jamais 
que pour une partie de la valeur de ses envois. II resta done toujours 
une partie de cette valeur d remettre dvrectement de France et, pour 
le retour de cette partie, tres considerable avant que les traites du 
P. Lavalette eussent acquis la vogue dont eUes jouirent par la suite, 
Fintelligent administrateur combina une operation toute contraire qu’il 
epargnait aux colons: il se ft renvoyer le solde de la valeur de ses 
envois en especes qui gagnaient aux lies cinquante pour cent. Ven¬ 
semble de ces combinaisons permettait, on le voit, au P. Lavalette de 
ddimer, d peu pres sans perte, des traites au pair de Martinique 
sur France 


Georges Roux, Un Amateur Marseillais (Paris, 1890), p. 132 et seq. 
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Evidently the Jesuit Lavalette would have played a 
prominent part in any corn exchange, option business or 
banking-house. 

It is, of course, untrue that the Superiors of the Order 
knew nothing of Lavalette’s affairs, and had not sanctioned 
them, as the defenders of the Order, with Duhr at their 
head, assert. How could it have been possible, under 
•the perfect system of control, for the Superiors to know 
nothing for years of their subordinate’s important and 
extensive affairs which involved France’s largest banking 
houses ? No, the Superiors remained silent so long as all 
went well and advantageously for the Order. And in t his 
case silence certainly means consent. 

The “ Records of the House ” ( historia domus ) of the 
Jesuit College at Colmar from 1698-1750,* published by 
Julien See and M. X. Mossmann in 1872, are especially 
instructive, because they afford us interesting glimpses 
into the business activity and business ability of the Order. 
The glimpses are the more interesting because the Records, 
not being intended for publication, contain uncoloured 
information. Almost every page gives accounts of pur¬ 
chases, sales, revenues, legacies, gifts, financial law-suits, 
etc., etc. The entries connected with material profit or 
loss are much fuller than those relating to spiritual and 
religious matters. Characteristic “ kindnesses ” towards 
other Orders also come to light. I will give a few instances : 

From 1720 : “ Cette Residence accepta une petite fonda - 
tion, que le Sr Benoist Singler de TurgJieim et le Sr Medinger 
et sa femme , ses beaupere et belle-mere jirent en la ditte 
annee au profit de la Residence .” A long lawsuit with the 
relatives, who were prejudiced to the Jesuits’ advantage, 
was connected with the fondation. In this, an assertion 
was made by the plaintiffs’ lawyer: “ que les Jesuites 
etoient des heredipets , des furets de succession, des fabrica- 

t Memoir es des M.R.P.P. Jesuites du College de Colmar. Geneva, Paris, Colmar. 
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teurs des deux actes , dont etait plainte et qu'd etoit temps 
d’avertir le public d’etre en garde contre ces sortes de gens.” 
The lawsuit concluded with an accommodement, que le dit 
College (de Colmar) accepta pour le bien de la paix , et depuis 
d a vendu du vin provenant de la dite succession , au moyen 
de quoy den a aqude plus de mdle ecus de dettes , de maniere 
que de sept mdle francs deubs par le defunt , il reste encore 
quatre mdle livres et plus d payer au College de Strasbourg , 
tant en capitale qu’en interest.”* 

From 1727 : It is reported with satisfaction that un 
marchand luiherien de Strasbourg was assez simple to rent 
for sixty livres yearly an unused cellar belonging to the 
Jesuits, which had never brought in anything previously, 
and son bad est pour 9 ans et sera avantageux au College.^ 
The above-mentioned lawsuit regarding the fondation Sr 
Benoist Singler reappears, but on a trouve que nous posse- 
dons la quantite de vignes, pvez , terres labourables , jardins, 
contenus dans Facte de la ditte donation.% Au mois d’Aoust 
de cette annee on a loue les deux gros tonneaux qui etoimt 
vuides , en sorte que le loyer de la cave est presentement de 
228 livres.§ 

From 1729: (If gain or loss were in question, the 
Jesuits made short work of it.) Apres avoir averti la 
menagere de TurcJiheim que nous voulions flnir avec die , 
nous avons loue le petit jardin et le pre dont die jouissoit, 
ce qui produit au College une rente de 21 livres.\\ In July 
two advantageous purchases of houses were concluded sous 
un nom emprunte, and as Monsieur le Stdtmestre Charlepaur , 
un luiherien, also endeavoured to get the houses, the sale 
was effected en secret et au plus tot. If The following entry 
shows how versed the Jesuits were in money-making: 
La Demoiselle Dupuy, surnommee la Flamande , etant 
morte en 1727 apres nous avoir donne 400 livres par son 
testament', le Fere Beaujour qyris des mesures en arrivant 

* Mtmoire.8, pp. 47, 48. | p. 66. J p. 69 et seq. § p. 70. || p. 72. ^ p. 74. 
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a Colmar pour etre paye de la ditte somme, mais le Sieur 
du Puy rC etant pas en etat $y satisfaire en dormant de 
1‘argent, on a tire de luy des toiles et autres marchandises 
pour la valeur de la somme en question 

The following remark is characteristic of the followers 
of Jesus : II y a longtemps que nous souhaitons de vendre 
du vin en gros par le moyen des gourmets de cette ville, mais 
enfin nous avons reussi cette annee et nous en sommes 
redevables a Mr. Muller, Stdtmestre, qui a engage les gour¬ 
mets a nous rendre service en nous faisant vendre notre vin 
aux t 

From 1730: Under date of May 29th, it is reported 
that three fields at Vintzenheim had been let on lease, 
and the tenant doit nous donner chaque annee trois sacs de 
beau froment bien vanne et bien nettoye, soit que les terres 
se reposent ou qvfelles soient ensemencees en orge et avoine. 
These very favourable terms for letting, which held good 
in all circumstances, were confirmed, although it is 
reported of the three fields deux etoient en friche et le 
troisieme cultive d grands frais et peu de profit. The tenant 
was therefore regularly cheated.:]: 

The following is an instance of “ Christian friendli¬ 
ness ”: The Dominicans had placed carts at the Jesuits’ 
disposal free of charge, so that the vineyards of the Jesuit 
College might be prepared, ce qui nous a epargne au moins 
40 limes. In return for this friendliness, the Jesuits pre¬ 
vented the Dominicans from taking foreign pupils. § A 
Christian spirit also pervades the following : As the winter 
was severe, the Jesuits applied to the town for a consign¬ 
ment of wood. They received it in the form of 10 cordes 
de bois. But the Capuchins also seem to have received 
wood : il est surprenant que les Capucins aient 30 cordes 
de bois chaque annee et nous sevlermnt douze. j| 

From 1731: Le 6. du mois de May nous avons fait 

* Memoires, p. 74. f pp. 78, 79. J p. 81. § pp. 95, 126. j| p. 96 et seq. 
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acquisition de deux schatz [a square measure] de terre 
labourdble au canton dit Logdweg , ban tflngersheim, moyen- 
nant la somme de cent limes et trois limes de tringdt ( Trink- 
geld). Les raisons qui nous ont forte a faire cet achapt 
sont: 1. que ces deux schatz sont voisines des 4 autres que 
nous faisons planter en vigne ; 2. qu'il y a huit noyers dans 
les dittes deux schatz , lesquds noyers auroient donne beau- 
coup diombrage a la nouvdle vigne ; 3. que ne faisant pas 
cette acquisition , il auroit fallu fair une separation entre 
Vautre proprietaire et nous, ce qui auroit coute considerable- 
ment* . . . Au mois d'Aoust de cette annee nous avons 
appris que Mademoisdle Chauffour avoit fait son testament , 
et qu'eUe nous avoit legue 600 livres. . . . Pendant le mois 
de Decembre le P. Beaujour a veu la copie du testament de 
Mademoisdle Chauffour, ou die augmente son leg pieitx de 
600 limes, ainsi, si ce testament subsiste, nous toucherons 
apres sa mort la somme de 1,200 limes, f 

From 1736: Feu Madame Marguerine] a legue a 
notre Eglise, pour orner le Saint-Sacrement, 29 \perles 
fines.% 

The Capuchins were also forbidden, at the instigation 
of the Jesuits, to take foreign pupils. This right, which 
brought material advantages with it, was reserved to the 
Jesuits. § Dans un temps auqud les vignes etoient fort 
recherchees a cause du prix excessif du vin, the Jesuits sold 
a part of their vineyards for 1,272 livres pour placer 
V argent plus utilement ailleurs. || Purchase of vineyards for 
840, 640 124 livres.^f Testamentary dispositions in favour 
of the Jesuits to a not insignificant amount.** Through 
the adroitness of their Rector, the Jesuits obtained gratis 
from different communities 460 arbres de sapin non ordin - 
aires mais extraordinairement longs et gros. The whole was 
valued at 1,600 livres.ff Madame la Dauphine presented 

* Memoires, p. 99. f PP* 108. J p. 114. § p. 114. |[ p. 115. 

U pp. 117, 120. ** p. 129 et seq., pp. 132, 136, 143. tt P- l 35 * 

H 



gS Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

1,000 thalers to the college at the request of her confessor, 
the Jesuit Croust.* Favourable letting of vineyards, 
which did not bring in much,f etc., etc. 

In 1762, the Chapter of Spalatro presented a memorial 
to the Venetian Senate in which it complained bitterly of 
the “ intrigues and violence ” of the Jesuits, who tried to 
seize upon everything: 

“ Besides the handsome allowance which is settled on them 
from the public treasury for the maintenance of two missionaries, 
they have seized 2,000 ducats which fell to them as a legacy. The 
late Archbishop Biaaa has also provided for them by another 
legacy of 8,000 sequins. In addition to this they possess several 
houses. They have let other houses ; they have some properties 
in the Spalatro district, and still more important ones on the 
Island of Brazza. Consequently things have gone so far that 
three or four strangers [the Jesuits] are much better off than many 
spiritual communities, and especially than the Chapter of Spalatro, 
which consists of sixty persons and has a revenue of not more than 
160 sequins.”]; 

The greed and covetousness of the Jesuits are brought 
out in a strong light through events in a German town: 

A bitter and continuous feud had begun between the 
Jesuits and several Orders [shortly after the capture of 
Magdeburg in the Thirty Years’ War] because, contrary 
to the text of the Edict of Restitution, the churches and 
Church property, which were refused to the Protestants, 
were not returned to the former possessors, these very 
Orders, but were taken possession of by the Jesuits who 
had no legal right to them. The Premonstrants, as well 
as the Benedictines and Cistercians, had had to suffer 
from the deeds of violence of the Jesuits. They saw 
how these sheltered themselves under the favour of 
the Emperor, who, in order to stamp out heresy the 
more effectively, would have preferred to transform all 

* Memoires, p. 141. t P- 142. J Le Bret Magazin, 1, p. 188. 
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the old monasteries into Jesuit colleges, academies and 
seminaries.* 

Jesuit acquisitiveness frequently assumed such forms 
that even Popes intervened. 

Urban VIII., in the Constitution Ex debito of February 
22nd, 1622, forbids all members of Orders, “ also those 
of the Society of Jesus,” to carry on commerce. Clement IX. 
renewed this prohibition in the Constitution Sollicitudo 
pastoralis of June 17th, 1669, again calling special atten¬ 
tion to the “ Religious of the Society of Jesus.” He lays 
stress on the fact that many from the above-mentioned 
Orders, consequently also from the Society of Jesus, had, 
in spite of the ecclesiastical laws, carried on commerce 
and had evaded the instructions of Urban VIII. by means 
of subterfuges and pretexts, f 

It is noteworthy here that, whilst the remaining 
Orders are only mentioned in a general way (Mendicants 
and non-Mendicants), the Society of Jesus is specially 
mentioned and not less than nine times. J 

Two lawsuits of recent times reveal the avarice of the 
Jesuits and the roundabout ways in which they satisfy 
their rapacity in exactly the same hideous forms: 

From May 13th to May 16th, 1864, the trial, which at 
the time agitated the whole world, of Benedict de Buck, 
accused of having threatened to kill the Belgian Jesuit 
Lhoire, was held at the Brussels Assizes. After the first 
few hours of the proceedings, however, it was no longer 

* K. Wittig, Magdeburg als kathclisches Marienburg: Historische Zeitschrift 
1891, vol. 66, p. 60. 

f Ada Sanciae Sedis, VII. (1872), 319 et seq. 

J Duhr tries to soften down the special mention of the Jesuit Order when 
he writes (p. 645) that, according to Papal privileges, “ the Society of Jesus was 
not understood in certain prohibitions, even if these had to do with all the spiritua 
Orders, unless specially mentioned.” Duhr does not see that, if this is really 
as he says, the special mention of the " Society of Jesus ” by Urban VIII. and 
Clement IX. is a convincing proof that the Jesuit Order had had an active share 
in commercial and financial operations. For otherwise, on account of the Papal 
privileges, it would not have been mentioned. 



100 


Fourteen Years a Jesuit 


the accused de Buck, who stood in the dock, but the 
Jesuits Lhoire, Hessels, Bossaert and Franqueville. They 
were convicted of having induced the millionaire, William 
de Boey, who died in Antwerp in 1850, to make a will 
which handed over his estate of millions to the Belgian 
Jesuits, unjustly passing over de Boey’s poor relations 
(the de Bucks) and appointing a sham heir, the lawyer 
Valentyns, who was attached to the Jesuits and almost 
unknown to the testator. The accused, de Buck (who 
had uttered the threat in a rage at his unjust disinheritance 
brought about by the Jesuits), was acquitted, and the 
accusing Jesuits left the Assize Court branded as legacy- 
hunters.* 

A lawsuit which took place in July, 1890, at Straubing, 
in Bavaria, likewise ended disadvantageously for the 
Jesuits. Personal recollections are connected with this: 

In 1881, during my stay at Wynandsrade, my fellow- 
scholastic, Brother Karl Ebenhoch, died there from 
inflammation of the lungs. He had been my “ guardian 
angel ” during my postulancy at Exaeten. I therefore 
obtained permission to help in nursing him. I was a 
witness of his hard death-struggle and death. He re¬ 
peatedly cried out during his last hours: “ Mother, the 
money ! Mother, the money ! ” The cry sounded to me 
so strange and weird that I made known my uneasiness 
to the Rector, the Jesuit Hermann Nix. He eased my 
mind and explained everything away by ascribing the 
cry to “ inexplicable hallucinations of delirium.” I only 
learnt after my departure from the Order that a lawsuit 
had taken place in 1890 before the jury at Straubing, in 
which the widowed mother of the late Karl Ebenhoch, 
Babette Ebenhoch, the Catholic priest of Kronungen, 
Johann Hartmann, the Jesuit, Hermann Nix, and a sum 

* Cf. the pamphlet, Der Jesuitenprozess in Bruasd. Cologne and Diisseldorf, 

1864. 
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of 66,000 marks had played the leading parts. The priest 
Hartmann was condemned to three years’ imprisonment 
and ten years’ loss of civil rights for inciting to perjury, 
and Frau Ebenhoch, whom Hartmann had incited to 
commit perjury, was acquitted. It appeared from the 
documents of the action that Frau Ebenhoch’s son, the 
Jesuit Ebenhoch, who died in my presence, had inherited 
a sum of 66,000 marks from his grandmother. It was 
stated in the will that if the heir died without issue, the 
inheritance should pass to two aunts, his mother’s sisters- 
in-law. The accused woman did not at first reply to the 
President’s question as to what had become of the money 
after her son’s death. And thus the President ascertained 
that the money had not come to the two aunts, but had 
been handed over to the Jesuits in Holland. Finally, the 
accused declared that 36,000 marks out of the 66,000 had 
been given back to her by the Jesuits. The two aunts 
sued for the delivering up of the inheritance for which 
the accused was responsible. The proceedings disclosed 
that Frau Ebenhoch had obtained the advice of the 
Jesuits, and especially that of the Jesuit, Hermann Nix, 
as to her action in the case. Letters from this Jesuit, 
but without any signature, dated from Ditton Hall, in 
England, where Nix was then the “ spiritual father,” i.e. 
the spiritual director of the theological scholastics, were 
found in Frau Ebenhoch’s possession. The participation 
of the Jesuit Nix also follows from the letters of the priest 
Hartmann, who had induced the accused woman to make 
false affidavits as to her fortune. Nix is not called by his 
proper name in these letters, but “ Mr. Dittonhall ” (his 
place of residence in England), or “ Mr. Widnes ” (the 
Ditton Hall post town), and the remittances of the Jesuits 
to Frau Ebenhoch are mentioned as “the sending of 
pictures.” A legal document drawn up in the Jesuit Nix’s 
presence was read aloud in which young Ebenhoch 
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bequeathed his wealth to the Jesuits. The priest Hart¬ 
mann, who lied at the opening of the case, admitted 
finally with tears that he had only lied “ because he had 
believed it to be his sacred duty not to expose the Jesuits. 5 ’ 
To the President’s question as to whether the Jesuits, and 
especially the Jesuit Nix, were consequently at the bottom 
of the matter, Hartmann began a reply, but then stopped 
short. No doubt this was a reply.* 

When the dying Ebenhoch’s cry, “ Mother, the money! ” 
sounded in my ears, I had no idea of the story behind 
it, which was to be unfolded a few years later in the 
Assize Court of Lower Bavaria. I believed the statement 
of the Jesuit Nix, the chief culprit in the lawsuit, that the 
dying man had spoken in “ inexplicable hallucinations of 
delirium.” 

All that has been said with reference to the wealth and 
the money-making of the Order and the love of luxury 
which sprang from it is confirmed by the strictly private 
Memoirs written by the Jesuit Cordara and so frequently 
quoted. Dollinger has brought this important document 
to light from the dust of the archives at Munich: 

“ Many reproach the Society with avarice and an 
extravagant lust for wealth. It caused a stir that the 
Society should be provided with such large revenues, and 
that in a short time its wealth should have reached and 
even surpassed that of the old Orders.” 

And its historiographer, for Cordara was this for 
thirty-five years, can give no other answer to the accusa¬ 
tion than: 

“ That which is attributable to the piety of the faithful 
was imputed to the avarice and cunning of the Jesuits.”f 

Cordara therefore acknowledges the wealth of his 

* The documentary account of the lawsuit, with its previous history, is to 
be found in the writing: Der JeauitenSensationsprozess des Pfarrer Hartmann 
von Kronungen verhandelt vor dem Schwurgerichte in Straubing. Barmen, 1891. 
f Denkwurdigkeiten : Dollinger, Beitrdge, 3, 66. 
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Order, but be traces back its origin to tbe “ piety oi the 
faithful,” and abstains from saying that the “ piety ” 
was, as we have seen, largely stimulated by the “ insinua¬ 
tions ” and the “ gratuitous ” aid of the Jesuits. 

Cordara’s account of a conversation he had with the 
King of Sardinia is still more plain and incriminating: 

The King told him that two things had been specially 
harmful to his Order—its boundless wealth ( divitias 
immodicas) and its predominance over the other Orders. 
I replied: “ This may be so (id ita esse fortasse). And 
so far as the wealth is concerned, I have frequently ad¬ 
mitted that, although many colleges suffered from want, 
the whole Society might be called rich and opulent ( divitem 
et opulentam)”* 

Cordara, it is true, lays stress on the poverty and the 
simplicity of life of the individual Jesuits in opposition 
to the admitted wealth and luxury of the whole Society. 
But the results are poor. For he cannot unwrite the 
words which he sets down in a spirit of complaint and 
blame a few pages further on regarding the effeminacy 
and luxuriousness of individual Jesuits, of the “ apostles,” 
as he sarcastically calls them :f 

“ . . . Many of our * apostles ’ wished for a quiet and inactive 
life under the shade of the colleges ; they believed that they had 
worked very hard when they had spent the whole morning in 
hearing the confessions of a few pious women ( mulierculae ). . . . 
Many of them, after preaching once a week to a pious congregation 
of noblemen or merchants, devoted the rest of their time to the 
care of their bodies or to reading, or else spent it in intercourse 
with friends or unprofitable conversation. I myself have known 
‘apostles,’ who not only shunned all labour and trouble, but were 
* Denkwiirdigkeiten: Dollinger, Beitrdge, p. 35 et seq. 

f To the Kang’s reproach with regard to the Jesuit predominance over other 
Orders, Cordara replies by referring to the tyranny of the Dominicans, who 
as Inquisitors, had at their disposal against their antagonists "the dungeon and 
executioner” ( carceres lictoresque). 
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more efieminate than women; who thought themselves very 
ill-used if they had to forgo their morning chocolate or their after- 
dinner nap, if they were deprived at any time of food or sleep. 
And yet these were men whom birth and education had not accus¬ 
tomed to luxury; on the contrary, they had from youth upwards 
received a hard, even a harsh training. Their effeminacy was 
acquired in the Society of Jesus.”* 

I will conclude this chapter with an amusing and 
doubtless true story from the satirical pen of Saint-Simon : 

“ When a fleet from India was unloading at Cadiz, eight large 
cases came to hand labelled ‘ Chocolate for the Most Venerable 
Father General of the Society of Jesus.’ The cases were so exceed¬ 
ingly heavy as to cause curiosity as to their contents. They 
proved to be large balls of chocolate, the weight of which aroused 
suspicion. A ball was broken open, and gold was found concealed 
inside, covered by a layer of chocolate of the thickness of a finger. 
The Jesuits were informed of the circumstance ; but these cunning 
politicians were very careful not to claim this valuable ‘ chocolate.’ 
They preferred losing it to confessing.”-!* 

* Denhmrdigkeilen : Dollinger, Beitrage, p. 64 et eeq. 
f Memoires, II., 433, 434. 



CHAPTER XVII 


THE CRITICISM CONTINUED : THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 
THE CONSTITUTIONS 

Vows are more or less common to all Orders; it is the 
constitutions which show the special characteristics of 
each. So, too, in the case of the Jesuit Order. My in¬ 
tention is to show the great discrepancy between the 
theoretical excellence of the Jesuit Constitutions and the 
actual life and work of the Order. 

It is, of course, impossible to refer to all the facts in 
question ; a few important items must suffice. 

THE ARROGANCE OF THE ORDER 

The Constitutions overflow with humility; the glory 
of God is everything, the glory of the Order nothing. And 
indeed a Society of Jesus should be founded on humility. 
But it is only on paper that humility is the basis of the 
Society of Jesus. Its life and work are characterised by 
a spirit of unlimited arrogance. Though the Constitutions 
constantly refer to the Jesuit Order as “ our poor little 
Society ” (minima societas), in word and deed it assumes 
the rank of the greatest, the maxima societas , whose glory 
fills the world, and in comparison with which all else is 
small and mean. “ God, I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are ... or even as this publican.” These 
hard and haughty words of the Pharisee express the real 
but unwritten motto of the Jesuit Order. Their current 
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motto, “ Everything to the greater glory of God ” 
{Omnia ad majorem Dei gloriam), proclaimed aloud wherever 
they set foot, and graven in gold and stone on all their 
works, appears in the light of history to be a mere false 
pretence under the cloak of religion. 

Hard words these, and before I attempt to justify 
them by the acts and declarations of the Order itself, I 
will make way for a man whose judgment on the Jesuit 
Order is of the first importance and whose heart was full 
of love and enthusiasm for it. 

I refer to the Jesuit Cordara, of whom I have spoken 
before. For thirty-five years, up to the suppression of the 
Order in 1773, he held one of the most important positions, 
that of historiographer to the Order, which gave him 
official knowledge of everything, even the secret reports. 
After the suppression of the Order, Cordara published 
Memoirs, in which he raises this among other questions: 
“ Why did God permit the suppression of the Jesuit 
Order ? ” Here is his answer : 

“It is doubtless true that we had also grown accustomed to 
condoning numerous crimes according to human fashion. ( Mvlta 
etiam inter nos admitti consuevisse humano more crimina pro non 
dubio habendum.) It may also be assumed that a special stain 
attached to the Society, which excited the wrath of God against us. 
Let us examine its nature more closely, although the Divine judg¬ 
ment be dark and far from human comprehension. The investigation 
will lead us, if not to positive, at least to probable conclusions. 
. . . I presume that it [the Society of Jesus] appeared holier 
than it was, in any case not of such holiness as is required by the 
Constitutions and the sacredness of our duties. . . . Our churches 
were splendid, and their adornment expensive. The festivals of 
the saints were celebrated with pomp and splendour. But was it 
solely for the sake of religion, or rather to show off our power ? 
This is hidden from men, who only see the exterior, but not from 
God, who proves hearts and reins. ... I have often wondered 
why it was that with us any transgression against chastity was 
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so severely punished, whereas our Superiors were so mild and 
indulgent towards other transgressions of a more grievous nature, 
such as backbitings, slanders, and revilings. And I believe that 
it was not because the former were worse and more displeasing 
to God, but because, if they had become known, they might have 
obscured the power and glory of the Society.* The sin of pride 
is secret. It creeps into good actions, so as to be hardly distin¬ 
guishable from virtue. But God, Who seeth in secret, is not 
deceived. . . . Nothing is more hateful to God than pride. 
Nothing rouses His anger more or provokes Him to vengeanoe. 
God resists the proud, and gives His grace to the humble. But 
if we do not wish to deceive ourselves, we must confess that our 
community has suffered much from this disease. Our novice- 
masters filled us with this spirit when they impressed on our tender 
minds so great an estimate of the Society. They represented 
admission to the Society as an incomparable gift, a benefit of God, 
than which there could be no greater. They tell anecdotes of 
those who preferred the habit of the Society to tiara and purple. 
It is in vain that they afterwards combat pride after having sown 
such seeds of it. With this same spirit the youths are inspired 
during their studies, as no authors are praised exoept Jesuits, no 
books prescribed but such as are written by Jesuits, no examples 
of virtue quoted but such as are represented by Jesuits, so that 
these poor youths are easily convinced that the Society of Jesus 
excels all other Orders in learning and holiness. And some weak- 
minded persons even believe that everything praiseworthy done 
in the world was done under the auspices of our Society. This 
opinion, adopted in youth, the majority do not abandon in later 
life, and I know some old men who still continue to live in this 
delusion. And I confess that I myself, was thus deluded for a 
long time. . . . And all the external circumstances favoured this 
pride and arrogance. The magnificence of the buildings, the 
splendour of the churches, the pomp of the festivals, the favours 
of the populace inspired us with pride. Wherever we turned our 
eyes, we met with occasions for pride. . . . Then there was the 

* Cordara’s words are a valuable testimony to the fact that the Ordinance 
of General Acquaviva, not to punish breaches of chastity if they have not given 
rise to public scandal, is generally observed. 
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great multitude of our flatterers, who spoke to us almost solely 
about the superior merits of the Society and the defects of other 
Orders. . . . There were certain differences, too, between the 
Society of Jesus and the other Orders, so that the main body of 
Jesuits believed that they had nothing in common with members 
of other Orders and considered them as greatly inferior. . . . 
Another source of pride within the Society was the noble rank of 
many Jesuits. As all [Jesuits] treated one another as brothers, 
even those who were not of the nobility seemed to acquire that 
rank, and were regarded outside the Order as aristocrats. . . . The 
entire Society of Jesus, at least in Italy, was permeated by irrational 
pride, and but rarely a Jesuit gave precedence to a member of 
the nobility. Even our lay brothers regarded themselves as noble, 
and on this account better than members and priests of other 
Orders. I may quote here an occurrence, true, though almost 
incredible, which happened to me when I was staying for my 
health at the country house of the Roman College at Albano. One 
of our lay brothers named Jarolfo was there as manager of the 
country house and .other property belonging to the Collegium 
Romanum. Although himself the son of a peasant, he was much 
honoured by the villagers as the superintendent of great possessions 
and treated almost as a prince ( dynasta ). He told me that at 
some festivals he was invited to the banquets of the Franciscans, 
and boasted that on such occasions the seat of honour usually 
occupied by the superintendent of the monastery was given to 
him. I reproved him gently, and tried to make him understand 
that he should take precedence of lay brothers, but not of priests, 
which latter was not seemly. To which he replied in irritation 
( stomachans ): ‘ As if lay brothers of our Society were not equal 
to the priests of other Orders.’ So much superior our people deemed 
themselves to those of other Orders; The majority of Jesuits 
believed that they had nothing in common with other Orders, and 
considered them as greatly inferior to themselves ... Of these 
differences [between other Orders and the Order of the Jesuits] 
the Jesuits boasted, and held them as marks of distinction and 
deemed themselves above all other monks. ... All this [the 
merits of the Dominicans] most of our people either ignored or 
deprecated, and considered themselves equal or superior to the 
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Dominicans; their opposition they declared to be creditable to 
themselves, and whatever could break the power of this most 
powerful Dominican Order, and obscure its reputation, they attri¬ 
buted to their own glory. On all other Orders they looked with 
something approaching contempt. They were continually bragging 
of their Bellarmin, Suarez, Sirmond, Petavius [famous Jesuit 
authors], and boasted the more insolently of the merits of these 
others, because they themselves, having little or no knowledge of 
the history of literature, believed that hardly one other first-class 
author existed besides those mentioned. ... I have known few 
among my fellows, who preferred foreign [non-Jesuit] preachers 
or scholars to their own, but many who despised and ridiculed 
them. Another more subtle kind of pride I seem to have recognised 
in that immaculate chastity of the members so much extolled by 
the multitude, and I do not know if God has not been provoked 
by this very pride to desire the destruction of the Society. Chastity 
was highly valued by the Jesuits; they basked in its splendour, 
they boasted of being distinguished by it from other monks. I 
have often heard them say that much that was disgraceful was 
spread abroad about other Orders, many bad examples were set 
by them, but that nothing of the kind happened among the Jesuits. 
By means of such talk they were not only tempted to secret vain¬ 
glory, but they took occasion in consequence to lord it over other 
Orders, and to despise these latter as the scum of humanity. They 
did not consider that the boast of chastity is as nothing in God’s 
eyes if love be not added unto it, and that in the Gospel those 
virg ins were called foolish who had not the oil of love in their 
lamps. They did not consider that before God humility is worth 
more, and is more excellent, than chastity.”* 

To these words, so full of emotion and religious 
feeling, I need add nothing of my own. It will suffice to 
quote a few more facts from the Order’s endless record 
of arrogance. 

It was revealed to Saint Mary Magdalene of Pazzi 
that God in heaven delighted so greatly in two saints, 
that it was as if there were no other saints in heaven 

* Gordara, S.J., Denkwiirdigkeiten. Dollinger, Beitrage, 3, 64-74. 
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beside them; these were St. John the Evangelist and 
St. Ignatius Loyola.* 

The Jesuit Ludovicus Mansonius, Provincial of the 
Neapolitan Province, a particularly prominent member of 
the Order, reports that Christ had appeared to the sainted 
virgin Johanna ab Alexandro, a penitent of his confes¬ 
sional, on the seventh of June, 1598, in the Jesuit church 
at Naples, and had said to her: 

“I desire that everyone should love the Society [of 
Jesus] specially, because it is My Society, and I constantly 
bear it in My heart, and cannot allow that a member 
thereof should suffer from any greater fault. . . . Know 
also, 0 My daughter, that as long as My Society con¬ 
tinues, and I desire that, being named with My name, 
it should continue to the end of the world, I require this 
one thing of its members, that they walk in My footsteps. ”f 

In the discussion on the surrender of the Carolinian 
Academy at Prague to the Jesuits, the Order declared: 

“ No one could watch more carefully or conscientiously 
over the maintenance of the Catholic Faith in the kingdom, 
no one could distinguish more accurately and safely 
between true and false doctrine, finally no one could 
better train the young in piety and good conduct, than 
the Society of Jesus, which disregarded all earthly gain 
or profit, and was wholly consecrated to virtue and 
religion.” { 

The Jesuits Hover and Miller write: 

“ The reputation of the comparatively new Society of Jesus 
began just at that time to spread more and more. Its founder, 

* See Dollinger-Reusch, Mordtetreitiglceiten, II., 350. 

t Ibid., I., 529, and II., 346. The “ revelation ” on the retaining of the 
name—Society of Jesus—is a favour “ from Heaven ” to Sixtus V., who, hav¬ 
ing resolved to alter the name, died suddenly in 1590, and perhaps also a warning 
“ from heaven ” to his successors not to expose themselves to a similar fate. 
Comp . Hiibner, Sixte-Quint (Paris, 1870), II., 54, 55. 

+ Tomek, Geschichte der Prager Universitai (Prague, 1849), p. 253. 
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Saint Ignatius Loyola, had recently'been beatified by Paul V.; the 
fame of Francis Xavier, the Apostle of India and Japan, filled the 
Catholic world. Peter Canisius Was considered the 4 hammer of 
heretics 5 in Germany; Spain was proud of her Duke of Gandia, 
the humble holy Jesuit Francis Borgia; Laynez, and Salmeron had 
distinguished themselves in the Council of Trent as extremely 
learned theologians; Aloysius and Stanislaus were venerated as 
examples to the young, and ‘ angels in the flesh ’; Bellarmin and 
Suarez were quoted by all people of culture. News penetrated 
to Europe from Japan, India, China, and the rest of the foreign 
missions of the splendid successes of Jesuit missionaries. From 
England came reports of the glory of their preachers and martyrs, 
of a blessed Father Edmund Campian, Garnet, Parsons, and so 
many others. Germany boasted, besides the blessed Father 
Canisius, of a venerable Johannes Rem, and of many other notable 
preachers and great men. The schools and universities of the 
Jesuits vied with the best establishments of Europe. . . . When 
Donna Arsilia Altissimi heard the funeral bell of the Roman College 
in the morning of the 13th of August, she said to her two daughters : 
‘ A Jesuit must have died just now ; come, let us pray for his 
soul.’ They knelt down at the altar of their private chapel, and 
(to quote her statements on oath): ‘ With Victoria and Anna I 
desired, beads in hand, to say the De Profundis for the dead, but; 
strange to say, the Te Deum rose to my lips instead. I tried for 
a second, third, and fourth time, but never oould utter the De 
Profundis. Then my daughter Victoria tried, but she could not 
say it either, but said against her will: ‘ Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.’ We marvelled, and 
said to one another: ‘ A great saint must have died in the 

College.’ In the afternoon we went to the Church of the College, 
and found an enormous crowd of people in it. There we heard 
that a young Belgian Father [the Jesuit Berchmanns, canonised 
by Leo XIII.] had died in the odour of sanctity. . . . 

“ On August 14th, 1621, at four o’clock in the morning, the 
Jesuit lay-brother, Thomas di Simoni, was favoured with the 
following revelation : He saw heaven open. From a lofty, s hinin g 
throne of clouds he beheld Mary, Queen of Angels, descending to 
him. Two princes of heaven carried her on a splendid throne. 
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One of them was robed in a white surplice. As he was on the 
other side of the Queen of Heaven, the lay brother could not see 
his face, but he thought it must have been St. Aloysius [also a 
Jesuit], The other was Johannes Berchmanns in the habit of the 
Jesuits. 9 ’* 

The bombastically boastful words of the Jesuit Loffler, 
quoted in Chapter V., on the Marian Congregations, are 
applicable here too, also the arrogant “ revelations ” 
as to the predestination of all Jesuits to salvation and 
above all a literary monument of pride, self-erected by 
the Order. 

The work. Imago primi saecuU Societatis Jesu , “ A 
Picture of the First Century of the Society of Jesus,” 
appeared in 1640 at Antwerp. On account of their 
unbounded arrogance, its contents gradually grew ex¬ 
tremely unpleasant to the Order. How much this work 
was felt to be an incubus by the Order was proved by 
the communication made by Gerhard van Swieten to 
Maria Theresa on December 24th, 1759, according to which 
the Order was trying to buy up all the copies at high prices. 

“ Le 1 saeculum primum societatis ’ est td que la Societe 
[de Jesus] rachepte tons les exemplaires d grand prix pour 
aneantir la memoire , s’U jut possible. . . . Ce livre fera 
toujours la confusion de la Societe 

To this day the Jesuits try to represent the “ Imago ” 
as “ essays of young scholastics,” or, as the Jesuit Duhr 
expresses it, merely “ a poetical and rhetorical festival 
oration. ”{ The attempt is thoroughly dishonest. 

The mere outward form of the folio volume published 
by the then famous Plantin Press (Balthasar Moretus), 
almost 1,000 pages, typed and illustrated with obtrusive 

* Leben des heiligen Johannes Berchmanns (Diilmen, 1901), p. 50 f, 190 f, 194. 

f Contributed by Fournier, Gerhard van Swieten als Zensor: Sitzungsberichte 
der phUosophisch-historischen Klasse der Kaiserlichen Akademie der Wissenschaften f 
v. 24, p. 454. 

J Jesuitenfabeln, p, 660. 
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luxuriousness, such that Cretineau-Joly is forced to admit 
“ le luxe de la typographic et V art de la gravure”* contradicts 
the repeated assertion of Jesuits as to “ mere exercises in 
style of young scholastics.” “ Mere exercises ” are not 
published in such luxurious garb. Indeed the title-page 
states that the Flemish-Belgian Province of the Order 
had “ designed ” the “ picture ” : Imago ... a pro¬ 
vincial flandro-belgica . . . repraesentata , and in the 
Imprimatur of January 8th, 1640, the Jesuit Johannes 
van Tollenare, Provincial Superior of the Flemish-Belgian 
Province, says: 

“ After three theologians of our Society had revised 
the book, £ A Picture of the First Century of the Society 
of Jesus/ drafted by the Flemish-Belgian Province of the 
Order of the same Society.” 

The portentous volume is, therefore, the description of 
the life and work of the Society of Jesus, officially drafted 
by one of its Provinces and presented to the Society on 
the special occasion of the centenary celebration of the 
Society of Jesus. 

In these circumstances it would be absolutely impos¬ 
sible to speak of insignificance in connection with the 
Imago , even if its authors had been really “ young 
scholastics.” For the prestige they lacked would be amply 
supplied by that of the three theologians who were com¬ 
missioned by the Provincial to examine the work and 
who passed it for press. Above all, there would be the 
important prestige of a whole “ Province,” which adopted 
and published the contents of the work as its intellectual 
property. 

But the Jesuitical evasion as to the scholastic author¬ 
ship may be refuted from the work itself. For the very 
preface states that the work had been composed and 
published by very busy men {conceptum, compositum ab 

* Hiatoire de la Compagnie de Jiaua, 3, 471. 

/ 



n4 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

hominibus occupatissimis), an expression utterly inapplic¬ 
able to scholastics, and on page 24 it says that the 
strenuous occupation of the authors consisted of preaching, 
teaching of various branches of knowledge, and perform¬ 
ance of the other offices of the Society. But such 
occupations are not for scholastics. 

These words of the Imago were naturally known to the 
Jesuit Duhr. Yet he writes untruthfully of “ poetical and 
rhetorical festival orations ” and of the “ poetical and 
rhetorical effusions of the Jesuits and Jesuit students” 
which had been “collected 99 in the Imago* 

Through the irony of history, however, Duhr was given 
the lie by one of his own Order. The Jesuit Bremer con¬ 
fesses, in his small Church Lexicon, f that the author and 
designer of the Imago was no less a person than the chief 
hagiographer of the Order, the Jesuit Bollandus, whose 
name is on the gigantic work Acta Sanctorum. Let us, 
however, assume Duhr’s gross prevarication to be true. If 
young scholastics had really collaborated in the work, this 
would render its significance the greater. For the deduction 
would be that the contents of the Imago are the genuine 
embodiment of the true Jesuit spirit, that spirit in which 
the young scholastics of the Order have themselves been 
trained, that spirit which is fostered in them by the 
Order itself from the first hour of their novitiate, as the 
Jesuit Cordara has so well described it. 

Besides, the written work of students is submitted to 
the strictest supervision and examination by their superiors. 
And if the spirit of the Imago had not been the genuine 
spirit of the Jesuits, how could a whole Province with 
its head have backed the young students, and have 
imprinted on their work the official stamp of its approval ? 
No ! the magnificent volume, Imago primi saecidi Societatis 

* Duhr, Jesuitenfabeln, pp. 606, 507. 

t Kirchliches Handlexikon (Munich, 1907), I., 685. 



The Constitutions 


115 

Jesu , is a Jesuit product, the genuineness and originality 
of which it would be hard to match, and it is, therefore,, 
of the first importance in for min g an estimate of the 
Jesuit system. It is true that the estimate must be based 
on the point of view of religious asceticism. 

The Order of the Jesuits is a religious Order. It even 
professes to be a prominent type of what the Church of 
Rome calls “ the state of an Order, state of Christian per¬ 
fection”—so prominent as to consider itself justified in 
taking to itself the name of the Founder of the Christian 
religion, the ideal of Christian perfection, the name of 
Jesus Christ. But the essential characteristics of Jesus 
are humility, absence of self-aggrandisement, of all self- 
praise, all vainglory, or boasting of His own actions. 

From this point of view of Christ, an estimate of 
the Imago and the spirit which produced it must be 
condemnatory. Not the spirit of Christ is expressed in it, 
but the anti-Christian spirit of what Catholic asceticism, 
in strongest aversion, calls “ the world.” Most substantial 
pride, vain arrogance, immeasurable ambition abound in 
this centennial volume. Spiritual pride it was, that cardinal 
sin against which the Scriptures so specially warn Christians, 
which alone indited the composition of the Imago , so 
exclusively and so emphatically indeed that, even if the 
work had been the product of a secular society, not obliged 
to follow ascetic principles in the description of its actions, 
the excess of self-glorification displayed in it would still 
be loathsome and revolting. 

In the first place, let us look at the illustrations of the 
Imago: 

The title-page displays, in the figure of a virgin, the 
Society of Jesus enthroned on the back of Chronos, the 
God of time. Above it are floating angels, holding crowns 
of victory with the inscriptions : To the teacher ( doctori ), 
the martyr (martyri), the virgin ( virgini ). On lofty col umns 
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there are two angels blowing trumpets, whence issue 
scrolls with the words: “ Loyola embraces a hundred 
years,” and “ May he encompass the whole world.” Six 
shields, borne by angels, represent the birth of the Society 
of Jesus, the spread of the Society over the whole earth, 
the Society as benefactress of the world, the Society 
growing famous through persecutions, the Society loved 
by Belgium (referring to the publication of the Imago by 
the Belgian-Flemish Province). Like the frontispiece are 
the illustrations of the text. Under the superscription: 
“ The Society of Jesus,” is a picture of the sun shining 
on the globe ; below this the verse of the Psalm: “ And 
nothing is hid from the heat thereof.”* Under the heading: 
“ Prophecy for the coming century of the Society of 
Jesus,” a picture of Noah’s Arkf floating on the waters. 
Under the heading: “ The Society of Jesus spread over 
the whole globe fulfils the prophecy of Malachi: ‘ For 
from the rising of the sun even unto the going down of 
the same, My name is great among the Gentiles; and in 
every place incense shall be offered unto My name, and 
a pure offering,’ ” the two hemispheres are represented.}: 
Under the heading: “ The Society spreads the faith over 
the whole world,” a picture of four trumpets resounding 
from clouds, below which is the verse of the Psalm: 
“ Their line is gone out through all the earth.” § Under 
the heading: “ Conversion of kingdoms and provinces by 
the Society of Jesus,” a picture of the globe suspended 
and floating freely from an elaborate pulley, with an angel 
turning the lever ; below this : <£ Give her a foothold and 
she will move the earth,” and below a bombastic poem 
on this gigantic feat of “ the descendants of Loyola.”|| 
Under the heading : “ The Society equipped for missions,” 
a picture of lightning darting from clouds, and splitting 
rocks, below this a verse from the book of Job : “ He 

* P. 43. t P. 51. { p. 318. $ P. 320. || P. 321. 
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sendeth lightnings, that they may go, and returning say 
unto him. Here we are.”* 

Under the heading: “ The Indian Missions of the 
Society,” a picture of an angel with a bow and arrow, 
standing between the two hemispheres ; below this : “ One 
sphere does not suffice.”t Under the heading: “ The 
Society’s task is to act and suffer strenuously,” a picture 
of a bull standing between ploughshare and sacrificial 
altar ; below this, “ Ready for either.” £ Under the head¬ 
ing : “ The Society exhausts itself without remuneration 
in the service of its neighbour,” a picture of a fountain 
with sevenfold jet; below this the words from Isaiah: 
“ Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the waters . . . 
buy without money and without price.” § Under the 
heading : “ Congregation of the Blessed Virgin,” a picture 
of the Milky Way, extending across the nocturnal sky; 
below this : “ The way to the Heights.”|| Under the head¬ 
ing : “ The Society by precept and example shows the 
way to salvation,” a picture of three angels holding torches 
with flames uniting into one ; below this the words : “ The 
light itself enflaming giveth light, though lightened for 
others.”^f Under the heading : “ Education of Boys,” a 
picture of an eagle teaching her young to fly; below this 
the verse of the Scriptures: “ As the eagle sheweth her 
young to fly.”** Under the heading, “ The Society trained 
to fight during a whole century,” a picture of a strong arm, 
proceeding from the clouds, holding a flag rent by the 
storm; below this the words: “It hath beauty greater 
than its own.”f‘f Under the heading: “ The Society is in 
vain attacked by its enemies,” a picture of a crowd of men 
wearing fool’s caps aiming arrows at the sun ; below this : 
“ No arrow hits the sun.”JJ Under the heading : “ The 
frequent fastings of Ignatius enduring for several days,” 

* P. 324. t P. 326. t P. 453. § P. 455. |j P. 464. 

H P. 466. ** P. 470. ft 664. P. 565. 
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a picture of a bird of Paradise flying across desert lands, 
below this: “ He lives on little, because he is close to 
heaven.”* 

All these pictures are explained by long poems, over¬ 
flowing with complacency and self-righteousness. 

The poems suggest the text of the work, which is com¬ 
posed of poetry and prose. Setting aside the poetry, I 
will proceed to give specimens of the prose: The Preface 
declares Jesus to be the sun, and the Order of the Jesuits 
the moon ; it also remarks that it is useless to supply the 
Preface with a date, as this is naturally suggested by the 
universal rejoicing at the centenary jubilee of the Society 
of Jesus. Still, the authors seem to have been somewhat 
afraid of the accusation of vainglory, and they therefore 
say “ modestly ”: “ Our work could not be under sus¬ 
picion of conceit, as though we wished to praise ourselves 
or our own. The Society is wholly the work of God and 
not of men. We glorify God’s work. Has He not often 
commanded that His works should be extolled with the 
highest praises ? Nor need we keep silence concerning 
the praise of our forefathers for fear of sounding our own. 
Those whom God has employed as helpers and labourers 
in so great a work could not be omitted from our pre¬ 
sentment ; their merits are new, divine benefits declared 
merely as a public thanksgiving.” 

The conclusion is in harmony with the introduction. 
When the praise of the Society of Jesus had been con¬ 
tinuously proclaimed for 949 folio pages, we read on 
page 950: “ If we take into account the merits of the 
Society and the desires of its members, much yet remains 
to be said. But, in order to bring it to a conclusion, let 
us greet it [the Society of Jesus] with the words of most 
eminent men, but recently written or spoken.” Then 
follow laudatory comments by Popes and other persons. 


* P. 715. 
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The work is divided into six books. The synopsis at 
the end of the preface gives an excellent general im¬ 
pression of the arrogant spirit pervading the whole, as 
a short sketch of the contents of each book, based on a 
passage of Scripture referring to Christ, institutes a com¬ 
parison between the Jesuit Order and a definite period in 
the life of Christ: “ Who being in the form of God . . . 
made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the 
form of a servant,” and was born a beggar in a stable. 
Thus the first book will show how Ignatius, a descendant 
of the highest nobility, became a beggar, and as a result 
this “ poor little Society ” was founded. After the birth 
of Christ we are told of Him: “ 4 Jesus increased in wisdom 
and stature, and in favour with God and man.’ Following 
in His footsteps, we shall describe in the second book the 
growth of the Society,” etc., etc. 

The first book is preceded by an introduction, con¬ 
sisting of seven dissertations. They contain this passage : 
“ Those who have died in the Society of Jesus have ful¬ 
filled a century, for age is not measured by the length 
and number of years, but wisdom is better in men than 
grey hairs.”* The first book describes “ The Birth of the 
Society.” “ When that monster of the universe, that 
fatal plague, Martin Luther, had cast out all religion from 
his mind, and had divested himself not only of the garb 
of religion, but also of all its external forms, even the fear 
of sin . . . did not the warrior Ignatius face him in 
the arena ? ”f As Christ Himself, so also the Jesuit 
Order was foretold by the prophets. J Jesus Himself is 
the true founder of the Society. “ It is evident that the 
Society of Jesus is distinguished as to time only from the 
community of the Apostles. It is not a new order, but 
only a renewal of that first religious community whose 
one only founder was Jesus.” § The name “ Society of 

* P. 35. t P- 55. X Pp. 69-64. § Chap. III., p. 65. 
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Jesus ” was revealed to Ignatius by God Himself.* “ By 
no other means is chastity so much endangered as by 
the other sex, which often, without any participation of 
its own, weakens resolution, shakes firmness and suddenly 
precipitates the highest virtue into the abyss.”f 

The subject of the second book is the growth of the 
Society. In ten chapters, four discourses and eighteen 
poems,! with bombastic self-glorification, the spread of 
the Order of the Jesuits over the whole world is traced 
to the Order’s intrinsic merit. Fifteen pages are filled 
with funeral orations (dogia sepidcralia) on Ignatius and 
his first disciples, which vie with one another in arrogant 
expression. § The third book describes the actual work 
of the Society. In preaching, instruction and education, 
the Jesuit Order attains the most excellent results. By 
its means morality and piety have been restored, its 
charity is unlimited. [| The successful activity of the 
Jesuit Order in the confessionals is described and praised 
in these frivolous words: “ How crowded they are 

everywhere! How often has the industrious zeal of our 
confessors been insufficient for the number of penitents. 
Crimes are now redeemed more cheerfully and eagerly 
than they were formerly committed. . . . The majority 
wash off their sins almost as soon as they have burdened 
themselves with them.”^J The chariot of God described 
by the prophet Ezekiel foreshadows the Jesuit Order, 
“ as any honest critic may easily recognise.”** The noble 
spirit of the Jesuits ( generositas ) is eloquently praised.fi 
Through the sagacity of its members, the Jesuit Order 
resembles the eagle. . . . Equipped with wisdom, virtue, 
mental qualities, sagacity, and industry, they dis¬ 
tinguish truth from falsehood; they examine, perceive, 
and understand everything, nor do they occupy the 

* Chap. IV. t p* 92. { Pp. 204-330. § Pp. 280-295. 

,|| Pp. 331-400. H P. 372. ** P. 401. tt P. 403. 
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lowest place in the arena of art and science. All that is 
flourishing in the humanities, all the intricacies of philo¬ 
sophy, all the hidden things in Nature, all the difficulties 
in mathematics, all the mysteries of the Godhead shining 
in darkness would be proclaimed by their works, which 
fill great libraries, though I were to pass them over in 
silence.”* This self-praise continues for another seventy- 
four folio pages of prose and verse.+ 

The fourth book deals with the tribulations of the 
Order}; these are unmerited; their chief cause is the 
hatred of the wicked against the Jesuits. On the slanders 
directed against the Order: “ The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking [the Society of Jesus came after the example 
of its leader, contenting itself with ordinary food and 
raiment] and they say: ‘ Behold a glutton, a drunkard/ 
the Society is soft, luxurious, effeminate.” $ 

The fifth book revels in a display of honours gained by 
the Order of the Jesuits.|j One chapter (the fifth) is filled 
with miracles wrought by Jesuits. The next chapter 
describes the heroic virtues practised in the Order. The 
eighth chapter proves from special “ revelations ” that 
everyone who dies a Jesuit goes to heaven. “ It is the 
privilege of the Society of Jesus that Jesus Himself comes 
to meet every /dying Jesuit.”^ The ninth chapter enume¬ 
rates the honours shown to the Order of the Jesuits by 
Popes, kings and princes. In the tenth chapter the list 
of honours is continued by quotations from panegyrics 
on the Jesuits by famous men, among them a bishop: 
“ O sacred Society, formerly not sufficiently known or 
appreciated by me, thou excellest the pastoral staff, 
mitres, cardinal’s purple, sceptres, empires and crowns! ”** 
It is significant that this fifth book, which extols the 
honours of the Jesuit Order, contains nearly the 

* P. 406 et seq. f Pp- 406-480. $ Pp. 481-580. $ P. 569. 

[II Pp. 581-727. % Pp. 648, 649. ** P. 667. 
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largest number of pages (147) of the six books of the 
Imago. 

The sixth book, extolling the glorious achievements 
of the Flemish-Belgian Province of the Order, which con¬ 
cludes the work, displays to the last the same arrogant 
spirit and hatred of Luther. On page 937, the Belgian 
lion is depicted with the Jesuit emblem on its breast, 
inscribed all over with the names of Belgian-Flemish 
Settlements of the Jesuits. Below the picture is a poem, 
entitled : “ The sun [i.e. the sign or emblem of the Jesuits] 
on the Belgian lion.” Here is a verse of this poem: 
“ He [the Belgian lion] bears Loyola’s emblem graven on 
his breast. Greeting from afar with bowed neck the 
divine [Ignatius], he rejoices to lick his sacred feet.” 

Enough of quotations. Those given are not forced and 
far-fetched passages, but real, ordinary samples. 

Whoever has struggled through this folio volume, so full 
of hatred for those of different faith, and above all, of 
endless self-praise, of pompous prayers to God, Christ, 
and Mary, all to the tune of “We Jesuits are specially 
favoured, holy, perfect,” of boasts, of exploits, and good 
works accomplished by the Jesuit Order, while realising 
at the'same time that it is all meant to be a picture of the 
essence and history of the “ genuine associates of Jesus ” 
( genuini Jesu Sodi), must needs recall the words of Jesus : 

“ Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to 
be seen of them . . . Therefore when thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may 
have glory of men ... let not thy left hand know what 
thy right hand doeth. . . . And when thou prayest, thou 
shalt not be as the hypocrites are; for they love to pray 
standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets, that they may be seen of men.”* 


* Matt. vL 1-6. 
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“ So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those 
things which are commanded you, say, We are unprofit¬ 
able servants: we have done that which was our duty 
to do.”* 

In the light of these and similar words of Jesus Christ, 
the hollowness, nay falsity, of the “ Picture of the 
First Century of the Society of Jesus ” must appear as 
obvious and clear. 

The magnificent volume of the Imago supplies over¬ 
whelming testimony to the correct opinion of the com¬ 
paratively honest Jesuit Cordara, who from his orthodox 
Christian point of view saw in the suppression of the Jesuit 
Order a judgment of God on their arrogance and pride: 
“ for God resisteth the proud. ”f 


THE RELATION OF THE ORDER TO WOMEN 

In the Constitutions and history of the Order there 
are two chapters on this subject which almost contradict 
one another. 

While Jesus and His disciples stood in simple and 
natural relationship to women, and innocently admitted 
them as followers and helpers, the Society of Jesus 
takes up a position towards women which in theory is 
distorted and unnatural, and in practice selfishly exploits 
them. ; 

In theory it sees in woman the dangerous and intel¬ 
lectually inferior sex, to be surrounded by danger signals 
and warnings ; in practice it treats her as a docile creature, 
easily influenced, whose devotion is of high value to the 
Order. 

The theory contained in the Constitutions of the Order 
is thus expressed: 


* Luke xvii. 10. 


t L Pet. v. 5. 
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“ Jesuits are not to undertake the regular cure of souls for nuns 
or other women, hut they may on occasion ( semel ) hear confessions 
of nuns, of one convent for some special reason.” * In hearing 
confessions of women they should be severe rather than familiar. 
If obliged to speak to women outside the confessional, it should be 
in a public place and with downcast eyes. If any priest be sent 
to women by his Superior to hear confession, or for some other 
purpose, the companion assigned to him by his Superior [generally 
a lay brother] is to be in a place where he can see both parties, 
so long as the priest may be engaged with the women, but out of 
earshot of any secret conversation, so far as the place admits of 
this ; if it does not, the priest is to be careful that the door should 
remain open, and that the meeting should not take place in a 
dark spot. 

“ The cure of individual souls, especially of women, should 
not be undertaken by our members.f When they [lay brothers] 
accompany our priests on visits, especially to women, they are 
to observe carefully what rules are prescribed for priests. Besides, 
they ought to know that they are obliged on their return to report 
to the Superior without being questioned by him, if [during the 
visit] these rules have been in any way disregarded.” } 

He [the Superior] is not to allow our priests to visit women 
nor to write to them except in an urgent case, or in the hope of 
great results, and even then he is only to allow it to experienced 
and prudent men.§ The rule, that the companion of a priest 
visiting women or hearing their confessions should report to the 
Superior, if Rule 18 [presence of the companion during the visit 
or confession] has been observed, is to be maintained so strictly 
that the Superior is to impose on the companion omitting the 
report a penance of three scourgings, besides one in public. In 
case of repetition, the matter should be reported to the General, 
who will then consider if such persons can remain members of 
the Order. || 

* Constit. VI., 3, 5. t Rules 16-19 for the Priests. 

| Rule 72 for the Superior of Professed Houses, and Rule 70 for the Rector. 

§ Ride 6 for Lay-brothers. 

!| From an epistle of General Acquaviva, Nov. 13th, 1607. Inst. &.J., II. 
308 et seq. 
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“ Our members ( nostri) should know that not only priests, in 
going to women for the purpose of confession or for other reasons, 
should strictly observe Rule 18 on the continual presence of the 
companion, i.e. that so long as they are engaged with the women 
the companion is to be where he can see them, but not hear what 
is to remain a secret; but that all lay brothers are under this 
law, whether they themselves visit women or accompany others 
of our people. . . . And the companions should know that they 
must report to the Superior anything that may have occurred 
contrary to this rule and ordination without being questioned by 
him immediately on their return.* 

“ If the place where the sick woman is lying is so small that 
the companion of the confessing priest cannot be present, the former 
must report to the Superior immediately on his return [that the 
confession of the sick woman had been heard without the com¬ 
panion’s presence], and the Superior should consider if the Father 
should go to this place a second time, or if, as I [the General of the 
Order, Acquaviva] should be more inclined to think, the care of 
the invalid should be left to the parish priests.” f 

As regards the advancement of their spiritual life, e.g. 
by Exercises, women are placed in a line with uneducated 
people (rudibus). The particular meditations (of the 
Spiritual Exercises) are to be set before women in church, 
and in doing this great care must be taken that no 
suspicion or offence may arise. For this reason it may 
be well to give the points of meditation to women not in 
writing but verbally, lest people should think there was 
an exchange of letters. If anything has to be given in 
writing, it should be done quite secretly.} 

Am ugly spirit meets us here. It is, of course, in the 
first instance, the general ultramontane spirit, already 
noted, which estimates and judges woman only as an “ im¬ 
mediate occasion for sin.” But here also we meet with a 

* Monita generalia, 3. Ibid. II., 215. 

f Inatructio III. pro Confessariia Societatis, II., 285. 

X Directorium, 9, 16 ; Inst. S.J., II., 435. 
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striking speciality of the Jesuits: to the general sexual 
contempt of women the Order adds as its own specific 
a certain social classification. 

In a secret instruction by General Mercurian to the 
Provincial Superior of the Upper German Province, the 
Jesuit Hoffaus, quoted by Dollinger-Reusch* from the 
Jesuit manuscripts in the State Archives at Munich (con¬ 
fiscated on the suppression of the Order in 1773), we read : 
“ Women of rank, who must, however, at least be baronesses 
(haec facultas ad eas, quae sunt infra statum Baronissarum 
extendenda non est), may enter colleges of the Society of 
Jesus. But care should then be taken that steady matrons, 
and not young ladies ( addescentulae ) should be the com¬ 
panions of the lady of rank.” 

“ Most carefully,” writes another General of the Order, 
“ familiarity with women of poor or low estate (familiaritas 
tenuiorum et igndbilium feminarum) should be avoided, as 
they are more exposed to suspicion and danger. 

An “ instruction ” of the sixth General Congregation 
of the year 1608 is still more explicit. The interesting 
words show how skilfully rigid theory may turn into 
indulgent practice when the transformation seems desirable 
for the advantage of the Order: 

“ Since custom has decreed, to the loss of much time and 
spiritual advantage, that visits and greetings should be exchanged 
[with women], we deem it necessary to give definite instruction 
as regards the strict observance of the rule on not visiting women. 
Certainly we may but rarely hope for great advantage therefrom 
except in cases of necessity ( e.g . illness, mourning, death, or some 
religious ceremony). But as the customs of the Society, and the 
benefits received, and a certain discourtesy implied by refusing these, 
do not permit that visits to women should be forbidden to all 

* Moralstreitigkeiten, L, 250. 

t Instruction of General Acquaviva, Jan. 1st, 1604. De Spirituad Superiors, 
c. 5 de castitate. Ibid. IL, 272, 
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our members, a certain modification [of the rule] is required. At 
present we think it most appropriate that regard should be paid 
not only to the persons to be visited, but also to those of our 
members who are to pay the visit. Three conditions are necessary 
in order that a woman be found worthy {ut digna existimetur) of 
being visited by our people. In the first place, she must be a 
person of rank and distinction (;persona nobUis et primana ); for 
there is no need to show special courtesy to all pious women of 
whatever estate they be, as such may be sufficiently helped and 
instructed in our churches in confession and pious discourse. 
Secondly, the woman in question must have uncommon merit as 
regards services rendered the Society. Thirdly, the act of courtesy 
must be welcome to her husband or her relations.”* 

This division of the female sex into aristocratic and 
non-aristocratic women, and the different treatment based 
upon it, may be traced back to the founder of the Jesuit 
Order, Ignatius Loyola, and is thus an original character¬ 
istic of the Jesuits. In confidential communications on 
himself, dictated to his amanuensis, the Jesuit Gonzalez, 
we read: “He [Ignatius] said: ‘We must behave pru¬ 
dently, and have no intercourse with women, except with 
those of very high rank ”f {nisi essent admodum iilustres). 

And now to pass from theory to practice* 

There we find that Jesuits very soon and very generally 
break through the wire fencing drawn by their Constitu¬ 
tions round women, and show no prudence at all in their 
intercourse with them. I have already quoted, in speaking 
of the theory and practice of the vows of chastity, the 
accusing testimony of the Jesuit Hoffaus, the Yisitator of 
the Upper German Province. To this may be added as 
still more weighty, because founded on a still more 
universal knowledge of things pertaining to the Order, 
the complaint of General Acquaviva in a circular 
epistle to the whole Order, dated December 21st, 1605: 

* Instruciio III. pro Confessariis Societatis, I, 9; II., 286. 

t Acta S.8., Julii 7, 653* 
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“ Lay-brothers [who accompany visiting priests] should be 
exhorted that, on returning home in the evening, they must 
report to the Superior if the rule [concerning the manner in which 
women are to be visited] has been neglected by the priest or any 
other for any reason whatever, and those who show themselves 
to be less conscientious in this should be treated with severity, 
and their confessors should be exhorted to reprimand them sharply, 
if they do not observe this rule. ... As regards hearing con¬ 
fessions [of women] in church, the Superiors are charged to have 
the confessionals erected in exposed places and in such a manner 
that confessors may, as it were, be companions one to another; 
the Superior should also occasionally investigate if the confessionals 
have not perchance been moved from their position, and if the 
gratings are still intact and narrow.”* 

Especially this last remark, on the confessionals not 
being displaced and on the gratings being intact and 
narrow, forces us to the conclusion that there were grat¬ 
ings which had been damaged and widened for unmis¬ 
takable purposes. 

An enlarged grating seems to have existed between 
the English Jesuit Garnet, whose acquaintance we have 
already made, and his penitent. Lady Anne Vaux. 
Passages from letters of the lady to the Jesuit seem, at 
any rate, to point to an earthly rather than heavenly love, 
and in any case their tone contrasts strongly with that 
prescribed in the Constitutions of the Order. Thus Lady 
Anne signs on one occasion: “ Yours and not my own, 
A.V.” And furthermore: “ To live without you is not 
life, but death. 0 that I might see you ! ”f 

I have spoken already of the extent to which the 
exploitation of rich women, especially in England, was 
carried. Rich and aristocratic women were and are special 
objects of the spiritual care of the Jesuits, in spite of all 

* Inst. S.J., 307, 308. 

•j- Jardine, A Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot (London, 1857), p. 177 et seq . 1 
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decrees and ordinances of their official Constitutions, 
though women of low degree are neglected in accordance 
with the Constitutions of Ignatius Loyola, whose reference 
to “ women of very high rank ” has been already quoted. 
History reports that Elisabeth Roser, a Spanish lady, who 
had bestowed many benefits upon him during the early 
times after his conversion, was curtly rebuffed by him, when 
he began to aim higher; and when she demanded back 
money she had lent he broke with her altogether, saying 
with emphasis that the Society had no dealings with 
women. At the same time, however, he was in close 
intercourse with Margaret Duchess of Famese, daughter 
of the Emperor Charles V. He became her father confessor, 
and assigned to her his most distinguished associate, the 
Jesuit Laynez (his successor as General of the Order) as 
travelling companion to Genoa, when the duchess went 
to greet her imperial father there. And he himself baptised 
her twins born in 1541.* 

The activity of Jesuit confessors at the courts of 
princes, to be treated in detail in the next chapter, is 
chiefly directed to princesses. 

This historically established attitude of the Order 
is confirmed by my personal experience. I need only 
recall to memory what I experienced in the house of my 
parents, in so many families of relations and friends, and 
later on during my own membership of the Order. 

My mother, as a woman of rank, was a continual object 
of Jesuit attention, which received outward expression in 
a diploma, signed by General Anderledy, in which she was 
endowed with “ all the graces and dispensations of the 
Order.” The Jesuits Behrens, Wertenberg, Hausherr, 
Meschler followed one another in uninterrupted succession 
for decades, till her death in 1903, as directors and 

* See Dmffel’s Ignatius von Loyola an der romischen Kurie (Munich, 1879), 
pp. 9 and 36. 
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father confessors. My dear, good mother ! How com¬ 
pletely she surrendered herself to Jesuit influence in the 
best of faith and with voluntary self-sacrifice. She obeyed 
her Jesuit advisers like a child. How trustfully she heaped 
benefits upon them and gave liberally of the goods of this 
world to her “ disinterested ” spiritual directors ! I am 
filled with anger and bitterness when I remember how 
Jesuitism inveigled and exploited this remarkable woman. 

Many other women, relations of mine, fared similarly. 

The soul of my sister Antonia was completely enslaved 
by the Jesuits Behrens, Brinkmann and Hausherr, as was 
that of my aunt Countess Therese von Loe {nee Countess 
Arco-Zinneberg) by Hausherr. The Jesuits Behrens, 
Loffler, Meschler, Fah, Schaffer, frequented the castles of 
the Rhenish Westphalian, Silesian, and South-German 
Catholic nobility, and everywhere it was rather the lady 
than the lord of the manor that submitted to Jesuit 
direction. The noble families of Droste-Vischering, Galen, 
Fiirstenberg, Geyer, Matuschka, Waldburg-Wolfegg, Met- 
temich,. Oberndorf, Loe, Stolberg, and others were and 
are linked to the Jesuits by their womenkind. 

When I myself, on completion of my ascetic and 
scholastic training, entered on my work as member of the 
Order, it was the obvious intention of my Superiors to 
take advantage of my many aristocratic connections, and 
without my own repeated, energetic opposition I should 
have doubtless turned into an “ aristocratic ladies’ con¬ 
fessor.” 

When I had to give Spiritual Exercises to a number of 
ladies of rank in 1889 or 1890, I found out how little the 
Constitutions of the Order, as to the way in which Exer¬ 
cises are to be given to women, are observed in the case 
of ladies of rank. They were not given in either church or 
chapel as required by the rule, but in the ballroom of the 
splendid Erbdroste Manor at Munster in Westphalia. 
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The avoidance, nay refusal, of the pastoral care of 
nuns emphasised in the Constitutions is humbug also. 
There is no Order which exercises a more comprehensive 
and systematic influence over nuns, or stands in closer 
connection with them, than the Jesuits. Even those nuns 
who ought naturally to turn for direction to the monastic 
orders of their own name and spirit, such as the various 
orders of Franciscan nuns, receive their ascetic and pious 
training from the Jesuit Order. Only the Dominican nuns 
form an exception. The old antipathy between the sons of 
St. Dominic and the sons of St. Ignatius is after all too 
strong. Otherwise the Jesuit is the constant guest of 
nunneries. The number of Exercises he gives, of con¬ 
fessions he hears there, is legion. During the short period 
of my work in the Order I was employed a good deal 
in the nunneries of England, Holland, and Germany. 
This work is much sought after; the good nuns take 
excellent care of the father, and show their gratitude 
abundantly in coin of the realm for the pious services 
rendered gratuitously. Violent outbursts of jealousy are 
not infrequent among the Jesuits who, according to their 
Constitutions, decline the pastorate of nuns, on account of 
real or imaginary poaching on their special preserves in a 
nunnery. I may quote a tragi-comic experience of my 
own. In the summer of 1892, when I was studying in the 
Royal Library at Berlin (which sealed my resolution to 
leave the Roman Catholic Church and the Jesuit Order), 
the well-known Jesuit Tilmann Pesch, the Gottlieb of the 
notorious Hamburg Letters, was there at the same time. 
I was staying with the Grey Sisters in the Nieder Wall- 
strasse, and he I do not know where. One day at noon, 
while I was sitting at dinner, Pesch rushed into my room 
and heaped abuse on me, accusing me of wishing to give 
Exercises to the Ursuline nuns in the Lindenstrasse, 
which he himself had intended to do. As I was absolutely 
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innocent, I wrote to my Superior at that time, the Jesuit 
Frink at Exaeten, and complained seriously of this foolish 
exhibition of jealousy. In his answer, the Rector tried 
to find excuses on the score of “ peculiar temperament.” 

The following anecdote will show how well these nun- 
shunning Jesuits fare among them: 

The Jesuit Meschler was travelling with several French 
Jesuits from Rome across the Alps, after the General 
Congregation of 1883. In some town in the north of 
Italy—I believe it was either Milan or Turin—they spent 
the night. But the French Jesuits did not stay with 
members of their own Order according to the statute,* 
but, as Meschler told me, in the beautiful nunnery of the 
Sacred Heart. Of course, they were more comfortable 
there. 

In the light of all these facts, it was truly Jesuitical 
for Ignatius Loyola to ask Paul III. to deliver himself 
and his Order from the spiritual direction of women and 
nuns,f and for the Order to persist in the pretence : “We 
exist not for women and nuns, but for men! ” It would 
be more honest to add: “ But women and nuns exist 
for us.” 

* Regviae peregrinorum, 11 . 

■(■ Genelli, S.J., Leben dea heiligen Ignatius von Loyola (Innsbruck, 1848), 

p. 262. 



CHAPTER XVIII 


THE CRITICISM CONTINUED : POLITICS AND CONFESSORS 

There has been no more constant reproach against the 
Jesuit Order, and hardly any that the Order itself has 
repudiated with greater moral indignation, than that of 
political activity, in contravention of the Constitutions 
and the destination of the Order, which is declared 
emphatically to be not of the world, but devoted exclu¬ 
sively to the salvation of the soul. 

In a letter to the Courrier Frangais , in Paris, in 1847, 
Johannes Roothaan, General of the Order, still declares 
with an air of most ingenuous sincerity: 

“ Politics are absolutely foreign to the Society. It has never 
joined any party, no matter what its name. The purpose and 
vocation of the Order is greater and loftier than any party; . . . 
Slander may delight in spreading false assertions accusing Jesuits 
of taking part in political intrigues. I have yet to be shown that 
even a single member of the Order entrusted to my care has offended 
in this respect against the very definite rules of the Order.”* 

And, indeed, whoever innocently peruses the Constitu¬ 
tions would be inclined to believe the simple, straight¬ 
forward-sounding words of Roothaan. For they state, 
as plainly as could be desired: 

“ As our Society, established by the Lord for the propagation of 
the faith and the salvation of souls, can fulfil its purpose under 
the banner of the Cross for the benefit of the Church and the edifica- 

* Ebner, S. J., Beleuchtung der Schrift des Dr. Joh. KeUe : Die Jewitengymnusien 
in Oesterreich (Linz, 1874), p. 636. 
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tion of our neighbour through the spiritual service and weapons 
peculiar to it and its Constitution, it would injure these and expose 
itself to great dangers by putting its hand to worldly concerns or 
affairs of politics and the State. That is why our fathers have 
very wisely ordained that we who serve God should not become 
involved in things from which our vocation must shrink. And as our 
Order, especially in these dangerous times, is in bad odour in many 
places, and with various princes (the maintenance of whose love 
and favour should be counted as a service to God, as our Father 
Ignatius of sacred memory believed), perhaps through the fault of 
some, or through ambition, or indiscreet zeal, whereas the odour 
of Christ is needful for fruition, the Congregation has decided that 
even the appearance of evil must be avoided, and the accusations 
repudiated, even those arising from false suspicions. Therefore, our 
people are forbidden emphatically and earnestly by this present 
decree to engage in these public affairs, even if invited or tempted 
to do so, or to let themselves be moved by entreaties or persuasions 
to deviate from the Institute of the Order. The Patres definitores 
have also been charged to indicate the most effective remedies for 
this disease.”* 

“ By virtue of sacred obedience, and under penalty of ineligibility 
for all offices and dignities, and loss of the right to elect and be 
elected, our people are forbidden to meddle with the public and 
worldly affairs of princes which concern the State, or to presume to 
be charged with things political. The superiors are strictly charged 
not to allow our members to interfere with such things in any way. 
If they perceive that some are thus inclined, they are to report 
them as soon as possible to the Provincial, so that he may remove 
them from their posts, if there is opportunity or danger of their 
becoming involved in such affairs.”f Similar prohibitions are 
repeated in Canon 12 of the fifth General Congregation, and in the 
Mowita generalia, 18.J 

Yes, indeed ! If the Jesuit Order were not permeated 
by an abysmal contradictoriness founded on conscious 
insincerity, as I have already so frequently pointed out. 

* Congreg. 5, Decret. 47, Inst. S.J., I., 254 ei seq. 

t Congreg. 5, Decret. 79, I., 269. $ I., 485; II., 217. 
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To the non-political programme of its Constitutions, and 
the non-political declaration of its General, uttered in the 
deepest note of conviction, are opposed as weighty accusa¬ 
tions the political actions or rather factions of the Order, 
almost from the first year of its establishment. 

Not the “ welfare of the souls ” of men, so piously 
placed in the foreground, is the purpose of the Jesuit Order; 
its aim always and everywhere, in detail as in general, is : 
Government of the individual , the family , the State , attain¬ 
ment of a definite influence on the current affairs of the 
world. And that is why the Order is intensely interested in 
politics . 

Until 1773, the year of its suppression by Clement XIV., 
the Jesuit Order intervened decisively and assiduously, 
but as much as possible in secret, in the politics of almost 
all European countries. And in the genuine ultramontane 
and Jesuitical spirit, the Order cloaked its political activity 
with religion by establishing from the beginning of its 
labours the institution of princely confessors, an institution 
—I emphasise this word as expressing an organisation— 
which, though in the sharpest imaginable contrast to the 
Constitutions of the Order, furnishes almost immeasurable 
leverage to Jesuit lust of power. 

Since the restoration of the Order by Pius VII., in 
1814, its active political power has not even distantly 
approached that of former centuries. Though the striving 
for it has remained the same, the circumstances are altered. 
Constitutionalism is not suitable soil for royal confessors, 
and many courts, where Jesuit confessors used to hold 
their evil sway, have vanished from the scene (e.g. France, 
the Bourbon Courts in Italy, the Episcopal Principalities 
of Germany and Poland).* 

* One Jesuit confessor of princes, in miniature (as regards the Court, not the 
Jesuit), has appeared in the nineteenth century, the Jesuit Beckx (afterwards 
General of the Order), who, with his fellow-member, Devis, played the part of such 
Jesuits as Lamormaini, La Chaise or Tellier, at the little court of the last reigning 
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By no means always, but rarely, indeed, have the 
politics of the Jesuits been skilful, still less successful. 
Failure upon failure must have been entered in the political 
log-book of the Order, until at last it fell a victim to its own 
politics. Still the question is not whether the Jesuits were 
clever or clumsy politicians, but only whether and to what 
extent they took part in political conflicts in spite of their 
Constitutions and the oft-repeated solemn assurances to 
the contrary.* 

As I am not writing a history of the Jesuit Order, I 
shall give no connected, complete description of its political 
activity. I shall present extracts, snapshots, from the 
course of the Order’s existence, extending over nearly four 
centuries, but in such abundance that a complete estimate 
may be formed. 

Neither shall I touch on the question, whether and 
how the Order, in its vastness and intricacies, could have 
avoided political activity. We are only concerned with 
the fact, which is, moreover, naturally evolved from its 
system, of its political activity, and with the irreconcilable 
contrast between this fact and the assertion laid down 
by the Order itself as a principle regarding its avoidance 
of politics. 

For this contrast contains a huge amount of untruth¬ 
fulness and hypocrisy, and as both these failings charac¬ 
terise the essence of Jesuitism—the system, not the 
individual—their exposure is of special value in a charac¬ 
terisation of the Order. 

Duke of Anhalt-Kothen, converted to Catholicism at Paris in October, 1825. 
And possibly, even probably, the twentieth century may show us in Austria, 
always greatly blessed with Jesuits, another confessor of princes in the grand 
old style drawn from the Jesuit Order, when the Archdukes Francis Ferdinand 
and, still more, Francis Salvator, with their wives, who are wholly devoted to 
the Jesuits, ascend the throne of the Habshurgs. 

* The political and general ability of the Jesuit Order has been enormously 
overrated. In a, final estimate I mean to show that the power and danger of 
the Order result less from ability and superior skill in applying its various means 
than from other circumstances. 
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My long list of political facts and documents is prefaced 
by a caution against political activity proceeding from 
the Order itself and, moreover, from a part of the Order 
where facts were accurately known. But there is this to 
be said about the caution: it was not sincere, as I shall 
prove. It was meant to save appearances only. 

In his treatise on “ Remedies for the Cure of Diseases 
of the Soul ” (Industriae ad curandos animae morbos), 
incorporated in the “ Institute ” of the Order, General 
Acquaviva speaks of “ the worldly and insinuating spirit 
of the courtier seeking the familiarity and favour of 
strangers ” ( saecidaritas et aulicismus insinuans in fami - 
liaritates et gratiam externorum). 

This paragraph was addressed to the numerous Jesuits 
who, as the counsellors of princes, obviously had influence 
on political affairs. The General does not straightway 
forbid the acceptance of such positions, although they are 
contrary to the Constitutions of the Order, but after some 
general ascetic counsels as to how the danger of the worldly 
spirit of the court might be obviated, Acquaviva says, 
with inimitable cunning and equivocation : 

“ They \i.e. members of the Order occupying such 
positions at temporal courts] are to be exhorted to a wise 
reserve; they are to suggest ( suggerant) that in some 
things princes should apply to other members of our Order, 
or to persons outside it, according to circumstances, so 
that it may not appear as though our members directed 
everything ” ( ne videantur nostri omnia movere).* 

This caution is easily understood, seeing that even in 
a confidential letter of June 6th, 1579, General Mercurian 
writes to the Jesuit Mengin, the confessor of Duke William 
of Bavaria : “ The other day a father wrote to me that 
a man of great distinction had said to him: ‘ Your 
people would do well, and it would be much to the 

* Inst. 8.J., IL, 358. 
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Society’s credit, if they kept within their [pastoral] 
limits.’ ”* 

Thus, but a few decades after the institution of the 
Order, its interference in politics had assumed such dimen¬ 
sions that responsible men felt obliged to protect the 
religious prestige of the Order, at least in the eyes of the 
public, from the unconstitutional and worldly political 
activity of numerous members. These cautions were of 
no avail, if only because they were not inspired by a 
serious desire to check the abuse. General Acquaviva, in 
particular, played a double part, as we shall see. 

And now to give instances of the political activity of 
the Jesuits. 

In the latter part of the sixteenth century we meet the 
Jesuits Stanislaus Warsewicz and Anton Possevin as 
political agents at the court of John III. of Sweden. 
Possevin went about in Stockholm in splendid clothes 
and wore “ costly headgear with a black silk veil, more 
like a courtier or the ambassador of a prince than the 
member of an Order.” Having received the King into 
the Catholic Church, he returned to Austria and Rome in 
May, 1578, with many commissions for the Emperor and 
the Pope. These concerned partly family and partly 
public affairs, and were addressed to the Emperor, the 
Kings of Poland and of Spain, and to the Pope. Possevin 
had tried in every possible way to bring about friendly 
and peaceful relations between King John and the Emperor 
and the Kings of Poland and Spain, in order, by the pro¬ 
tection of these powerful rulers, to shield him from internal 
and external attacks by Protestant princes, and at the 
same time to inspire him in this way with courage and 
confidence in the fulfilment of his sacred enterprise [the 
Catholicising of Sweden]. 

* Duhr, S.J., Die Jesuiten an den deutsehen Furstenhofen dea 16. Jahrhunderts 
Freiburg, 1901), p. 62. 
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Nor had John failed to supply Possevin with the 
requisite documents for the establishment and confirma¬ 
tion of these friendly relations with the above-mentioned 
courts. Even the affair of the Neapolitan inheritance had 
taken a happy turn, owing to the endeavours of Possevin 
and the Bishop of Mondevi, Papal Nuncio in Poland. 
Possevin was also to urge it again, and if possible to 
achieve its success with the assistance of the Pope and the 
above-mentioned Powers. Of many things Possevin had 
to treat in the name of the King with the Emperor 
[Rudolph II.].* 

A letter addressed by Father Haller, Rector of the 
Jesuit College at Graz, to General Acquaviva, June 11th, 
1598, is literally a political report: 

“For many years there have been disputes between Bavaria 
and Austria, especially with the Emperor. ... As regards our 
people, I doubt if they are quenching this fire with the requisite 
love and wisdom. Father Viller acts to the contrary. . . . Both 
parties have their adherents, who report from their party point 
of view, and thus add fresh fuel to the quarrel. As the matter 
is submitted to our people by these reports, there is a danger that 
the advice to test the truth of the reports be not given. . . . 
But because the cause of Christianity in Germany is obviously 
muoh concerned in the union of the two parties, and the great 
influence of members of the Society of Jesus on princes and their 
councillors is well known, it would be well worth the Society’s 
while to try with greater zeal than before, and with every means 
at its disposal, to bring about this reconciliation, especially at 
Prague, Vienna, Munich and Graz.”f 

The Father Viller here mentioned was one of the most 
active political Jesuits in Austria. The following two 
passages from letters help to characterise him; one 
from a letter of Archduke Charles to his mother, dated 

* A. Theiner, Schweden und seine SteUung zum heUigen Stuhl. Noth geheimen 
Staatspapieren (Augsburg, 1838), I., 497, 498. 

t I>uhr, Die Jtauiten an den deutschen Furstenhofen, p. 46. 
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Rome, the 29th of May, 1598, and the other from a letter 
by Viller to the Spanish Ambassador de San Clemente. 
The first passage: 

“ To Sper [Bavarian Agent in Rome] I have not said 
a word, but the Reverent Nuncio, the tutor and my father 
confessor [the Jesuit Viller] have given him a piece of their 
mind.”* 

The second passage: 

“ As the Archduchess Maximiliana was dead, he 
[Viller] recommended for marriage with the son of the 
King of Spain her younger sister of thirteen, Margaret, 
who was eligible in every respect. ”f 

The Jesuit Blyssem, Austrian Provincial, was also one of 
the political councillors of the Styrian Court. On the 16th 
of April, 1580, he reports from Vienna to General Mercurian : 

“ Before Christmas I was summoned to Graa by Archduke 
Charles, and had various discussions with him regarding his person, 
and the general position of things. Then he begged me to stay till 
Easter, so that what he had begun so successfully should be con¬ 
firmed. Your Reverence may see from a few points quoted here 
that my stay was not in vain.” 

The “ few points ” concern the difficult position of the 
Archduke respecting “ the Turk and his obdurate heretical 
subjects.”} 

Regarding the interference of the Jesuits with respect 
to the Protestants and the Augsburg Confession of Faith, 
we must not lose sight of the fact that these points were 
eminently political. As regards the Turkish question, it 
is obviously of a political character, though perhaps not 
for the Jesuits. For in a note to the Jesuit Viller, sent by 
Archduke Ferdinand on a political embassy to Rome, 
General Acquaviva characterises “ Proceedings against the 
Turks ” as not pertaining to politics. $ 

* Hurter, Ferdinand II., 3, 682. 

+ Duhr, Die Jeauiten an den deviechen Furstenhofen, p. 47. 

J Ibid., p. 58. $ Ibid., p. 61. 
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We shall see how the Jesuit Caussin, father confessor 
of Louis XIV. of France, utilises this principle of Aequa- 
viva’s to justify his position. In the winter of 1581-82 
Blyssem returned to Graz in order to assist the Archduke 
during the sessions of the Diet: 

“ Although I much dislike travelling because of the dangers 
which I know from former experience and therefore dread, yet I 
cannot disappoint the pious prince or the councillors who so 
greatly desire it. I shall, therefore, render assistance, as I did last 
year, but only in things referring to God, conscience and holy 
religion ” * 

In the end everything was ranged under the heading 
of “ God, conscience, holy religion,” as indeed everything 
can be ranged under it. In his “ Instruction to Confessors 
of Princes,” to be discussed later, General Acquaviva 
simplifies matters still more by indicating “ conscience ” 
as the only limit to their actions. 

The equivocations of the Jesuit Blyssem are distinctly 
and hideously evident in a confidential report to the 
General Acquaviva, dated February 28th, 1582. 

Blyssem repudiates interference with military or poli¬ 
tical questions, as subjects unsuitable for a confessor; 
while in the same breath he tells of having worked out a 
report on the military and political question, if and how 
the fort of Graz could be manned against the Protestants, 
but that “ the document was written in the third person 
and without the name of the author ” ; at the end of this 
document, actually written by him, but apparently and 
in the eyes of the public anonymous, “ he had, as a final 
conclusion, given his own opinion.” This conclusion read 
as follows: 

“ Affairs of war are to be discussed with warriors, and princes, 
and men of the world who are versed in such things, and not with 
members of the Order: The profession of the Jesuits does not 
* Ehihr, Die Jemiten an den deutschen Fiirstenhofen, p. 60. 
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extend to such discussions, on the contrary it absolutely forbids 
them.”* 

Thus the Jesuit who meddles in politics is safe on all 
sides. He himself has composed a military and political 
report, but so that the authorship is not to be identified, 
and, moreover, he repudiates his own document by refer¬ 
ence to his profession as a Jesuit. 

In the second part of his report Blyssem gives the 
means to be employed by the Archduke in order to save the 
Catholic religion. These means are anything but religious. 

Surrender of the arsenal and artillery to the Catholics ; 
gradual and unobtrusive increase of soldiers in the fort; 
appointment of Catholic officials; favours to Catholics; 
treaties with Catholic princes; expulsion of preachers 
from the towns; prohibition of heretical sermons; 
pastorates, and schools in Graz, etc.f 

Duhr, the Jesuit of the twentieth century, reporting 
these “ non-political ” practices of his fellow member of 
the sixteenth century, is not in the least offended by them. 
For him also all this was regulated by conscience. But 
when Duhr adds: “ These counsels of Father Blyssem 
are quite in harmony with the valedictory decree of the 
Beichstag of 1555,he makes it plain to everyone not 
trained as a Jesuit that there is absolutely no domain to 
which “ pastoral ” counsels might not extend. Further 
reports of the Jesuit Blyssem to Rome grew so “ non¬ 
political ” that the author found it advisable to employ 
pseudonyms. The Nuncio is called Substitutus , the Arch¬ 
duke BedeUus , the Provincial (Blyssem himself) Examin- 
ator , the General of the OrdeT Rector Academiae, the Pope 
Promotor , the Estates of the Realm, Eruditi. 

On the 20th of March, 1580, Blyssem reported to the 
General of his Order on his intervention in the negotiations 

* Duhr, Die Jesuiten an den deutschen Fiirsterihdfen, p. 62. f Ibid., p. 63. 

J Ibid., pp. 63, 64, 65. 
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with the Estates, concerning the separation of the other 
Estates from the cities. This report also ends with the 
typical assurance: “ I refrain from all political advice, 
and only discuss what belongs to my office,” i.e. what 
concerns conscience. 

What a very elastic conscience! Even the Jesuit 
Duhr, at the end of his description of the “ pastorate ” of 
Blyssem at the court of Graz, allows this admission to 
escape him: 

“ The Jesuits might expect at the court of Graz a 
greater interest in the real field of their activity, the moral 
and religious life of the court, than in the political measures 
against the refractory Protestants.”* 

The quarterly reports of the Jesuit College at Brauns- 
berg, in Ermeland, of March, 1565, contain the following : 

“ In February there began in the presence of the King 
the session of the Comitia of the Kingdom of Poland, in 
which two of our priests took part, one accompanying the 
Nuncio of the Pope, the other the Cardinal [Hosius].f In 
May, 1606, the Jesuit M. Mairhofer, Rector of the Jesuit 
College at Munich, wrote to Duke Maximilian of Bavaria 
on the re-election of a prince-abbot of Fulda. The letter, 
founded on a secret report of the Jesuit Rector of Fulda, 
is so political that Mairhofer himself thinks it well to 
emphasise: 

“ I beg that this letter may be kept secret, for it 
would be taken very ill of me and of us all [the Jesuits], if 
we interfered in political affairs, as indeed only suspecti 
vd qui non longe respiciunt (suspicious or shortsighted 
people) will say.”f 

* Duhr, Die Jeauiten an den deutschen Furstenhofen, p. 68. 

t Published from the original deposited in the archives of the Cologne Parish 
of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, by Karl Benrath. Die Anaiedelung der 
Jeauiten in Braunsberg, p. 71. 

t For the whole letter, from an original MS. in the State Archives at Munich, 
see Stieve, Briefe und Ahten zur Oeschichte des dreissigjdhrigen Krieges > V. 931. 
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It is a very remarkable fact that the Jesuits delegated 
to Rome for the General Congregation of the Order by 
every Province were also political agents. Thus the 
General Congregation, a purely religious institution ac¬ 
cording to the Constitutions of the Order, became the 
centre of far-reaching political intrigues. 

Steinberger reports that the Electors Maximilian I. 
of Bavaria and Anselm Kasimir of Mayence charged the 
Jesuits Lorenz Forer and Nithard Biber, delegated by the 
South German Province of the Order in 1645, to the 
eighth General Congregation in Rome, with commissions 
and instructions in order to induce Pope Innocent X. to 
promote a separation of France from Sweden, and to sup¬ 
port Germany with money and troops. Innocent was so 
unpleasantly impressed by this Jesuit importunity that he 
addressed a serious warning to the General Congregation: 
to beware lest anyone should interfere in worldly matters.* 

Under Henry III. of France, whose murder by Jaques 
Clement was glorified by the Jesuit Mariana, the Jesuit 
Matthieu was a chief promoter of the League of the Guises. 
He was active in Rome, Paris, and Madrid. The heads 
of the League employed him repeatedly as political ambas¬ 
sador, especially in treaties with Philip II. of Spain, f 

As the Jesuit Cordara reports, the Jesuit Cabrallius 
was the ambassador of King Joseph I. of Portugal to the 
Pope.J 

From the manuscripts deposited in the Court Library at 
Vienna, Litterae annuae S.J. Provinciae austriacae (Annual 
Reports of the Austrian Province of the Society of Jesus), 
of 1615-1771, Krones quotes some interesting details of 
the political activity of the Order in Hungary before and 
after the Peace of Tyrnau-Linz in the year 1647. At 

* Die Jesuilen und die Friedensfrage bis zur Niimberger Friedensexekvliona - 
hauptrezess, 1635-1650 (Freiburg, 1906), p. 100 el seq. 

■j- Gregoire, p. 301. % Dollinger, Beitrdge, 3, 18. 
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the Hungarian Election and Coronation Diet in 1655 the 
Jesuits sought with all their might and cunning the re¬ 
peal of the decrees of 1606 and 1608, which were unfavour¬ 
able to them: 

“ The Austrian Provincial Bernhard Greyer consulted with the 
Catholic leaders on the means of carrying out this difficult enter¬ 
prise . . . this was the secret plan of campaign : First, ways and 
means must be found in order to prevent the delegates of the 
counties from letting directions hostile to Jesuits prevail, and from 
speaking in that sense during the Diet. On the other hand, it was 
important to guide the decisions of the monarch in the proper 
direction. The Provincial undertook to do the latter. Father Geyer 
painted to the monarch the dangers of heresy, and received from 
him the most welcome assurances. The General of the Order, Goswin 
Nickel,* did not spare petitions to the royal councillors and the 
Catholic magnates of Hungary. But the most effective measure 
was the influence brought to bear on the delegates of the Diet and 
above all on the so-called 4 mixed Compilation Committee,’ for the 
compilation of objects of treaty. . . . Pope Alexander VII. sent 
his Nuncio to Pressburg for the furtherance of the desires of the 
Jesuits [settlements and the possession of landed property for the 
Order] to explain to the monarch there how friendly the Church of 
Rome was to the Order and the interests of Catholicism. ... In 
the printed annual report of the Order of 1651 there is a remark 
actually expatiating on the profit to be derived from the Order for 
government purposes. It is too significant not to find a place here. 
c The Secretary of State of the Crown of Sweden,’ it says, ‘ a wise 
and not unlearned man, did not hesitate in the presence of twenty 
selected magnates to make the assertion that the Austrian dynasty 
had nothing more excellent or useful in its realms and provinces 
than the Society of Jesus. For with its help the Emperor could 
keep the nations conquered by him in faithful obedience with a 
mere sign, and direct them at his will.’ The Report inserts the 
remark that the ‘ Order did not learn this without a blush of 
modesty ’; in any case, it took good care to divulge this equivocal 

* The only German General besides the present General of the Order, Franeis 
Xavier Wemz. 

K 
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praise. But it would be a mistake to consider the Jesuits in the 
State of Austria in the light of disguised agents of the Viennese 
Government, as grateful tools and supporters of monarchical 
interests, with which the Order was determined to rise or fall. 
In the great structure of the ruling Order, which extended over all 
parts of the world, the Austrian Province (including Hungary) 
formed only a part, one link in the mighty chain, the end of which 
was in the hands of the central administration—the generalship. 
The fathers of the Austrian Province also served the one common 
purpose : the authority and power of the Order in the denomina¬ 
tional life of the Catholic world. Thus it would be much more 
justifiable to make the assertion that the Order of the Jesuits had 
used the Austrian and every other dynasty as a means for its 
comprehensive purposes. It served the dynasty as far as it benefited 
itself by doing so. And no unprejudiced person following the 
history of the development and activity of the Society of Jesus 
could deny that the chief aim of its ambition was pre-eminence in 
the world of Catholic Orders.”* 

When the Polish throne had become vacant through 
the abdication of King John Casimir of Poland, Duke 
Philip Wilhelm of Neuburg and Jiilich-Burg and Prince 
Charles of Lorraine applied for it. The Polish Jesuits 
worked for the latter; for the former in particular his 
confessor, the Jesuit Joh. Bodler. A few months before 
the election, which resulted eventually in the choice of 
neither the Duke nor the Prince, but the Pole, Michael 
Wisniowiecki, Bodler wrote on the 14th of January, 1669, 
to his fellow member Servilian Veihelin, Rector of the 
Jesuit College at Munich. His strictly confidential letter 
affords a profound insight into the political activity of 
the Jesuits and their cunning and duplicity : 

“ Recently,” it states, “ a letter from Prince Auersperg, Imperial 
Prime Minister for the Duke of Neuburg, had come to Neuburg. 
As Auersperg could have no inkling that his letter would be sub- 

* Krones, Zur Geschichte des Jesuitenordens in Ungarn (Vienna, 1893), 
pp. 8, 9, 11, 18 et seq. 
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mitted to the Jesuits he had spoken freely and bitterly about them. 
On account of Auersperg’s bad handwriting, which only the Jesuit 
Carlius [the English Jesuit Carly] could decipher, Duke Wilhelm 
had given the letter to the Jesuits. He [the Jesuit Bodler] was 
sending him [the Jesuit Veihelin] a copy of a passage from Auers¬ 
perg’s letter, but it was exclusively meant for him alone, * for you 
see how careful we [Jesuits] must be, lest our prince [the Duke of 
Neubuig] or the other [the Prince of Lorraine] should learn that 
matters which at their urgent request were to have been kept 
secret have been read by and made known to us.’ ” 

The important passage from Auersperg’s letter was 
as follows: 

“ The dilatio dectionis would not benefit Lorraine either. I am 
for dismissing Isola’s [Baron L’Isola] secretary. These and other 
people are serving the Duke of Lorraine, and this might easily 
have caused the rumour that your Excellency was not in favour 
here [in Vienna]. Your Excellency need not think that it would 
be in his Majesty the Emperor’s power to prevent the Patres 
Societctiis from working in a different direction, partly as confessors, 
partly as Polish Jesuits. It is their way—how long they may succeed 
in it God knows—in all promotionibus, that some work for one 
party, some for the other, so that they should earn thanks and 
benefit, no matter how it may turn out. If your Excellency now, 
when there is perhaps still time, would complain of it to the General 
[of the Jesuits] it may have the effect of recommending all cautda? 
ne sic pateat, but in toto non esset remedium. Your Excellency has 
not deserved it of them [the Jesuits], and the more they interfere 
with worldly affairs, the worse they come off, aB can be seen in 
Spain, and I am sorry for the Society, which did so much good in 
the first century.” 

The Jesuit Bodler continues : 

“ So much for Auersperg. Father Gabriel [Riddler] has trans¬ 
lated this into Latin and thinks of sending it to the General [of the 
Order]. Having read these and other similar communications, our 
prince continues in kindness to us, but is eagerly trying to find out 
what reason induced our patres to work for his rival.” 
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The General might perhaps be induced to forbid the 
Polish Jesuits their machinations. The Duke wanted to 
send Father Riddler to Prague : 

“ None of us approve of this plan, neither do we see what he 
could accomplish there, especially as the Duke seems to require 
of him, what he now condemns in Father Richard, the confessor 
of the Duke of Lorraine, and in the Polish Fathers. I hope Father 
Gabriel will speak to the Duke about this journey, or at least that 
the Duchess may do so, as she wishes to keep Father Riddler here 
for her own sake (sui solatii causa). . . . I am writing this, not 
only that you should know what is going on, but also that you 
may help me with your advice. I have hitherto kept silence on 
the matter as one that does not concern me, but now, if the matter 
ends less favourably for the Society, which is sure to be the case if 
the Duke’s hopes are not fulfilled, I may possibly be reproached 
for not having written to the General more carefully and in detail, 
seeing I was familiar with the course of events. I have written to 
him once, but thought afterwards that further reports could be of 
no use.”* 

It cannot be denied that those who try to promote 
religion by force of arms and political revolution are 
taking part in politics. Indeed, these violent religious 
politics are a fundamental principle of the Jesuits. Of this 
we have a striking testimony. A report on affairs in 
Scotland, sent by the Papal Agent at Brussels, Monsignore 
Malvasia, in 1596, to the Secretary of State of the Papal 
Cardinal Aldobrandini, says: 

“ The Jesuits consider as one of their established axioms 
(assioma stabilito), confirmed by the authority of Father Parsons 
[one of the leading English Jesuits], that the Catholic religion [in 
England and Scotland] can only be restored by force of arms. 
For the property and revenues of the Church, which have in the 
meantime been distributed among heretics and have passed through 
many hands already, cannot be recovered in any other way. They 

* Reusch, Beitrdge: Zeitschrift fiir Kirchengeachichte (1894), Vol. II., p. 268. 
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[the Jesuits] believe that only the arms of Spain may be used to 
bring about this event. They [the Jesuits], no matter whether from 
Rome or anywhere else, come to these parts with this idea, which 
has been firmly impressed upon them by their Superiors.”* 

Perhaps Malvasia was thinking of an event which 
caused this Jesuit principle to be made known a decade 
earlier. In September, 1584, the vessel in which the 
Jesuit Creighton was going to Scotland, furnished with 
secret instructions, was captured by the English, and 
Creighton taken to the Tower of London. On his capture 
he tore up a document, and tried to throw the pieces into 
the sea. They were collected again, and the Catholic 
priest, Thomas Francis Knox, member of the Oratorian 
Congregation founded by St. Philip Neri, and thus a 
trustworthy witness, published this interesting document 
for the first time a few years ago in his Records of 
English Catholics. It is sufficient to quote the following 
from a number of things enumerated which Creighton is 
to accomplish: 

“ Lastelie and especially to depose her Matie [Queen Elizabeth] 
and set up the Scottish Queene [Mary Stuart], which indeede is 
the scope and white whereto all this practise dothe level.”f 

In the confessions made by Creighton in the Tower, 
and also published literally by Knox, the “ aim and end,” 
and the means to attain them, are very plainly expressed. 
Pope Gregory XIII., Philip II. of Spain, and the Duke of 
Guise are mentioned, with the number of troops to be 
furnished by each, as chief promoters of the “ religious ” 
scheme. There was even an exact estimate among the 
papers of the “ non-political ” Jesuit as to the number 
of soldiers required for the conquest of England. Since 
1581 or 1582 the Jesuit Parsons had been in close touch 

* Bellesheim, Geschichte der Kathol. Kirche in Schottland (Mayence, 1883), 
II., 466. 

f Thomas Francis Knox, Records of English Catholics, II., p. 426 et seq. 
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with, the Duke of Guise, who in his turn was completely 
in the hands of the French Jesuit Matthieu. Guise was 
one of the worst political intriguers of his time, and tried 
to promote in every way the deposition of Queen Elizabeth 
of England and the raising of Mary Stuart to the English 
throne. In this endeavour, supported above all by 
Philip II. of Spain, which also aimed at the assassination 
of the odious “ heretic,”* Guise was eagerly helped by the 
two above-mentioned Jesuits. Especially Parsons pursued 
the cause most zealously with Philip II., whose confidence 
he had gained. 

There is no direct proof that Parsons and his French 
brother-member Matthieu promoted the murder-plot. But 
there is a very suspicious passage in a letter of Parsons 
to his General, Acquaviva, dated Bouen, September the 
26th, 1581, in which he strongly advocates Mary Stuart’s 
rights to the throne and then, speaking of Elizabeth, uses 
the words: “ When she who now reigns is destroyed: 
Extincta ista quae nunc regnat 

An indirect and convincing proof of Parsons’ knowledge 
and approval of the murder-plot is the fact that its chief 
promoters, the Duke of Guise, Philip II. of Spain, the 
Papal Nuncio in Paris, and the Cardinal Secretary of State 
in Borne, were Parsons’ confidants, so that it would have 
been a matter of impossibility for the Jesuit going to and 
fro and mediating between these persons to have remained 
ignorant of a plot which had been hatching for years. 

A sidelight on the political activity of the Jesuits is 
thrown by the report of Mendoza, the ambassador of 
Philip II. to the King, saying that: The Jesuit Creighton 
had promised the Duke of Lennox 15,000 men for the 
war in Scotland. { Mendoza adds, however, that Creighton 

* Of. my work. Das Papsttum, etc., 201-204. 

f Taunton gives the most important part of this interesting and wholly political 
letter, pp. 89, 90. 

\ S.S.P. (Simancas), DZ, No. 255. Taunton, p. 97. 
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might have made the promise “ entirely on his own 
initiative,” which is all the more suggestive of the vast 
“ religious ” activity of the Jesuits. 

Under the pseudonym of Richard Melino, the Jesuit 
Parsons was sent to Rome in 1583, with secret instructions 
by the Duke of Guise, in order to induce the Pope to give 
money for the enterprise against England ; troops were to 
land in several ports, and the English Catholics were to 
unite with them.* 

Parsonsf is also the author of two political pamphlets 
which, under the cloak of religion, demand the dethrone¬ 
ment of Elizabeth: “ An Admonition to the Nobility and 
the People of England and Ireland concerning the present 
wars made for the execution of his Holiness’ sentence 
[Deposition by the Pope of Elizabeth] by the high and 
mighty Catholic King of Spain,” and “ A Declaration 
of the Sentence of Deposition of Elizabeth, the Usurper 
and Pretended Queen of England.” Like a true Jesuit, 
Parsons tries to pretend that his friend, the subsequent 
Cardinal Allen, was the author of these pamphlets. 

The Catholic priest Taunton sums up Parsons’ highly 
treasonable plots in these words : 

“ The party to which Parsons attached himself had given 
themselves wholly to furthering the Spanish King’s schemes, and 
the Jesuit became one of the most earnest workers. Fortunately, 
among the Spanish State papers of the period there has been pre¬ 
served a document which puts Parsons’ position in a perfectly 
clear light. On 18th of March, 1587, he produced a paper entitled 
* Considerations why it is desirable to carry, through the enterprise 
of England before discussing the succession to the Throne of that 

* Teulet, Relations politiques avec la France et VEspagne, V., 308. 

t So as not to be disturbed in his political activity Parsons used the following 
pseudonyms : Robert, Perino, Ralph, Stefano Comelio, Ottaviano Inghelberto, 
Richard Melino, Marco, Mercante, Rowland Cabel, John Howlett, Redman 
Giacomo Creletto, Signor Hamiano, Eusebius. (Taunton, History of the Jesuits 
in England, London, 1901), p. 48 (2). 
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country, claimed by His Majesty ’; and the document is of suffi¬ 
cient value to be quoted in extenso, for it shows Parsons, who as a 
Jesuit was supposed to be particularly devoted to the Pope’s 
interest, engaged in deceiving both him and the unfortunate English 
Catholics in the interests of the King of Spain.”* 

Taunton copies the document in extenso. The Jesuit 
coolly discusses Philip II.’s prospects after the strongholds 
of England and Scotland had fallen into his hands, and he 
calmly takes the death of Mary Stuart into his political 
and military calculations. Of himself Parsons speaks in 
the document only as Richard Melino, one of the many 
pseudonyms under which he concealed his political activity. 
In 1593 Parsons went to Spain to the court of Philip II., 
and there continued his intrigues with great zeal. In 
the following year, 1594, appeared the worst of his political 
writings—of course, again without his name—“ Conference 
on the next Succession to the Crown,” which was so 
hostile to Elizabeth that its mere possession was declared 
high treason by Act of Parliament. For a long time the 
Jesuit Order tried to deny the authorship of Parsons, 
but it is undoubtedly his work.f 

During his residence in Spain Parsons issued another 
political treatise: “ Principal Points to facilitate the 

English Enterprise.” In this, after proposing that “ the 
English exiles in Flanders should make constant raids, 
summer and winter, on the English coast . . .’’he says: 

“ Finally, the great point which ought to be considered first 
is to obtain very good information from England of everything that 
is being done or said by the enemy. ... An attempt may now 
be made to amend matters, as Father Henry Garnet, Provincial 
of the Jesuits, writes that trustworthy men may be obtained in 
London who will get their information at the fountain-head in the 
Council, and they themselves will provide correspondents in the 

* Taunton, p. 116. 

t Compare Historia Societatis Jeeu , by the Jesuit Jouvency, p. 138. 
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principal ports, who will keep advising as to the warlike prepara¬ 
tions.”* 

Parsons’ political and warlike intrigues are also evident 
in a report of the Spanish Council of State to King 
Philip II., dated July 11, 1600: 

“ The Queen of England will not live long, and the English 
Catholics beg your Majesty to declare yourself in the matter of 
the succession. . . . Your Majesty’s decision may be conveyed 
in confidence to the Arch-priest and General of the Jesuits in 
England, so that it may be published at the proper time. . . . The 
answer to be given to Father Parsons may also be left to the Duke 
[of Sessa, ambassador in Rome]. We here are of opinion that 
Parsons may be told, as was before resolved, that your Majesty 
would nominate a Catholic sovereign as the successor of Queen 
Elizabeth. ”f $ 

Under James II. of England (1685-88) the Jesuit 
Order exercised an almost unlimited influence. Among 
the tools of the Order were the King’s confessor, the Jesuit 
Warner, who was also Provincial of the Jesuits in England, 
and above all James’s favourite, the Jesuit Edward Petre. 
Of him Macaulay says: “Of all the evil counsellors who 
had access to the Royal ear, he bore perhaps the largest 
share in the ruin of the House of Stuart.” 

To avoid entering into too great detail about the 
Jesuit Petre, I will only quote some extracts from the 
reports of the Tuscan Ambassador in London, Terriesi, 
quoted by Taunton from MSS. in the British Museum: 

“ Writing to the Grand Duke (22nd July, 1686) he says : 4 Let 
your Highness prepare to hear continually fresh news of this country 
both as to its temporal and spiritual affairs; for the King seems 
determined to push forward in matters of religion as far as he can. 
And the Jesuit Petre, who governs him, is the man to force him to 
extremes without a thought as to the consequences. He says 
* Taunton, pp. 448, 449. 

t Ibid., p. 276, from Cal. S.S.P. (Simancas), IV., 666. 
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plainly that Protestants believe ‘ that the Jesuits are at present the 
jprimum mobile of the government.’ ” 

“ Writing 30th December, 1686, he says : * The Jesuit Father 
Petre rules His Majesty’s mind more than ever. . . 

“ Writing 15th August, 1687, Terriesi says: ‘ The report they 
[the people] circulate, ascribing all the trouble to the Jesuits’ 
counsel, by which they say His Majesty is completely governed, 
is most intolerable to the King. Yet I believe it in a great measure 
to be a calumny ; still, as His Majesty has the Jesuits so constantly 
with him, it causes suspicions, which will be worse if Father Petre 
becomes Cardinal, as it is said the King certainly wishes. . . . * ”* 

The Jesuit Petre attained to the height of his political 
activity on November the 11th, 1687, when James II. 
made him a member of the Privy Council. As Privy 
Councillor Petre took an oath of allegiance, which would 
naturally suggest some scruples from a Catholic point of 
view.f But that is where the use of the Jesuit maxim, 
“ The end sanctifies the means,” would come in. 

Petre accepted his political office by express permission 
of the Provincial of the English Province, the Jesuit 
Keynes, and with the silent consent at any rate of General 
Gonzalez himself. A letter, dated January 8th, 1688, 
from the General to the English Provincial does certainly 
express “ surprise ” that Petre should have been allowed 
by the Provincial to accept an office “ implying inter¬ 
ference with matters forbidden by the statutes of the 
Order,” but it does not contain a word of blame, let alone 
a command to relinquish the office. J The letter ends 
with an assurance that the General would consult his 
assistants on the matter. As Petre retained his office 
undisturbed even after this consultation, it may be con¬ 
cluded that it ended in approval of Petre’s political office. 
This conclusion is all the more justified as, if there had 

* Taunton, pp. 448, 449. 

•j- Cf. Michaud : Louis XIV. et Innocent XI. (Paris, 1882), 2, 113, 118. 

J Cr6tineau-Joly, Historie de la Compagnie de Jesus, 3rd edition, 4, 148. 
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been the slightest sign of disapproval, the Jesuit authors 
would certainly have pointed it out. But they have 
maintained a profound silence. 

Taunton concludes his account of the Jesuit Petre 
with these trenchant words : 

“ It is the custom to speak sternly of Petre’s foolhardy conduct, 
and to accuse him of ambition. I think historians have not, as a 
rule, understood the full position of the case. Petre has been made 
the scapegoat for others. I do not wish to extenuate his respon¬ 
sibility for the catastrophe; but I do think the chief blame rests 
on other shoulders. If he were free from ambition, whojthen were 
the ambitious men ? Petre, like a good Jesuit, was in the hands 
of his superiors perinde ac cadaver. It was therefore the superiors 
of the Society who were the ambitious men. They and they alone 
are primarily guilty of the fall of the Stuarts. Hitherto they have 
escaped, while Petre has borne the opprobrium. The General, the 
Provincial and the Confessor are the real culprits. If, as we know, 
from a letter dated 3rd March, 1688, the Provincial had, without 
the leave of the General, allowed Petre to accept the office of Privy 
Councillor, still the General tolerated it. Considering that they 
knew all about the man, and yet left him in this position ; con¬ 
sidering that they allowed him to take the oath and become a 
Privy Councillor, who can now say that they were not the ambitious 
men ? The libido dommandi eats into a Society as well as into 
persons, and more easily where the individual gives up all personal 
ambition and makes the Society his all in all.”* 

The historians of the Order do not speak of Petre and 
his political doings unless absolutely obliged to do so. 
They mostly prefer to ignore the existence of a Jesuit 
Petre; that is to say, they pass him over in absolute 
silence. In modern times the Jesuit Duhr is conspicuous 
for such silence. In his voluminous work of 975 pages, 
Jesuitenfabdn , published in a fourth edition in 1904, 
Petre is only mentioned once in a superficial remark 
(p. 674), though thirty pages are devoted to the court 

* Taunton, pp. 460, 461. 
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confessors of the Order and their doings, but Petre does 
not exist for him. 

This silence of Duhr’s is all the more striking, 
considering that eighteen years before (1886-87), in the 
Zeitschrift fur Katholische Theologie, he attempted the 
defence of Petre in long articles. And in 1904 not a word 
of such defence, not even a reference to it. Duhr must 
have had a feeling that it would be best not to reopen the 
topic of Petre. 

From Duhr’s defence of 1886-87 we may report as 
curiously characteristic that it is almost exclusively 
restricted to refuting the reproach of Petre’s having 
aspired ambitiously to the dignity of a cardinal; this was 
impossible, he asserts, since Petre, as a professed member 
of the Society of Jesus, had taken a vow not to aspire after 
such dignities. Duhr ignores almost completely the far 
more serious reproach of political activity, also forbidden 
by the Constitutions of the Order, and seals his very 
extensive defence of his fellow-Jesuit Petre with this 
assertion: 

“ There are no facts nor authentic, irrefutable conclusions to 
justify the accusation brought against the Jesuit Petre. But if 
incontestable proof should be brought against Father Petre, there 
would be absolutely no reason why we should hesitate to recognise 
it, for it would be no more reasonable to reproach an Order of the 
Catholic Church for having one wicked member than the company 
of the Apostles on account of one Judas. In any case, truth must 
prevail.”* 

That is Duhr all over, or rather the Jesuit spirit. The 
facts, that for years Petre exercised unlimited political 
influence, that he officially held a political post involving 
work contrary to the statutes of the Order, as even the 
General was obliged to confess; these facts, and authentic, 
irrefutable conclusions drawn from them, exist. And yet 

* Zeitschrift fur Kathd. Theologie, Jahrgang, 1887, p. 232. 
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he clamours for facts to justify the accusations. Jesuit 
and ultramontane authors in general know their public. 

The comparison between the Order of the Jesuits and 
the company of the Apostles, among whom there had also 
been a Judas, is also characteristic. There we have, 
first of all, the genuine Jesuit arrogance : The company of 
the Apostles = the Order of the Jesuits. Well, why not ? 
The Order of the Jesuits is the Society of Jesus. But 
then there is a suggestion of confession and resignation in 
the reference to Judas; after all, the Jesuit Petre may 
possibly have been a Judas. How strange, then, that 
the Superiors of the Order always gave this Judas the 
highest praise and entrusted him, even after he had played 
his political, his “ Judas ” part in England, up to his 
death in 1699, with the most important offices, as Duhr 
himself reports! * In this way the likeness to Judas 
extends really to the Superiors of the Order, and the 
above-quoted opinion of Taunton is thus confirmed. 

Seeing the numerous ways—and there will be more 
still—in which Duhr’s truth has been unmasked, his 
emphatic word in conclusion: “In any case the truth 
must prevail,” need hardly be discussed. 

After all, Cretineau-Joly is more honest than the 
Jesuit Duhr. This is what he says about Petre and 
the Order’s toleration of the latter’s position of political 
power: 

“ Petre took a position contrary to the statutes of 
Saint Ignatius, and the rest of the Jesuits raised no 
objection, or else, which is very improbable, the document 
was lost.”f 

It is true that the Jesuits raised no objections, but they 
tried to make up for this in another way. Their sixteenth 
General Congregation in 1730, when Petre’s political 


* Z&itschrift fur Kathol. Theologie, Jahrgang, 1886, p. 682. 
f Cr6fcineau-Joly, Histoire de la Compagnie de Jisus, p. 172. 
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activity was at an end, issued a decree, the 26th, which 
says: 

“ If Jesuits are claimed for political work by any 
sovereign, they must declare that their Constitutions 
forbid their interference in such matters.”* 

Thus the Order had saved its principles in the case of 
Petre, and had officially disapproved of a practice it had 
known and tolerated. The Order would, if necessary, 
save appearances. 

A pendant to the Jesuit Petre is found in the seventeenth 
century in the Minister of State and Jesuit, Eberhard 
Nidhard, in Spain, characterised tersely by the Ultra¬ 
montane Historisch-politische Blatter (surely an unimpeach¬ 
able source) as : “ Soldier, Jesuit, Professor of Philosophy, 
Confessor and Preceptor at the Viennese Court, Father 
Confessor to the Queen of Spain, Spanish Minister of 
State, Inquisitor-General, Spanish Ambassador in Rome, 
Archbishop, Cardinal—that is, in brief, the biography of 
the Austrian Jesuit Eberhard Nidhard.” f 

The Venetian Ambassador at the Court of Madrid, 
Marino Zorzi, states in a report to the Signoria, of April, 
1667, that Nidhard “ ruled the Spanish Monarchy.’’^ 

The fact that the Jesuits took an active part and were 
a moving force in the political and military troubles of 
the Thirty Years’ War hardly requires to be proved. 
Gfrorer says : 

“ After the Jesuits had fully established themselves under the 
two childishly weak successors of the Emperor Maximilian II., and 
had, as it were, become masters of the House [of Austria], they 
carried forward openly their great political schemes. It was no 
longer a question of merely winning a few provinces by cunning, 
but of subjugating by force of arms the whole of Germany and, 

* Inst. S.J., I., 397. 

f Historisch-pditische Blatter, vol. 98, p. 139. 

J From the Reports of the Embassy, ibid., p. 143. 
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through Germany, Protestant Europe, and of suppressing the 
Reformation. They intended to bring about an enormous revolu¬ 
tion. If the Jesuits themselves and their ambitions aTe not merely 
to be taken as products of the period, the Thirty Years’ War is 
the work of their Order, The princes and kings who fought for 
the Catholic cause in this terrible struggle played the parts assigned 
to them by the Jesuits. . . . The most important part in this 
far-seeing plan was reserved for the Imperial House. Unconditional 
satisfaction of their lust of power was the bait thrown by the Jesuits 
to the House of Habsburg. These princes were led to imagine 
Germany at their feet . . . and were flattered in the ancient 
claims of this dynasty to rule the universe, which had been revived 
since the union of the Spanish and Austrian inheritance in one 
House. But first the Jesuits had to procure an emperor suitable 
to their plans, for what was to be done with men like the Emperor 
Rudolf II., like Matthias ? They found him in the person of 
Ferdinand II. . . . The establishment of a military force inde¬ 
pendent of the Emperor, under the command of the Duke of Bavaria, 
alongside of the imperial sovereign, was not merely a natural result, 
but rather the work of a profound, far-seeing policy. Because 
Wallenstein’s gigantic genius tore this fabric to pieces, and tried 
to imprint on the Thirty Years’ War a purely imperial character, 
he was bound to fall. That artful calling into the ranks of the 
Bavarians and the fall of the Duke of Friedland were the work 
of the Jesuits.”* 

This general opinion is confirmed by many a fact 
taken from the history of the Order. On the 19th of 
June, 1618, the Jesuit Rumer, Rector of the Jesuit College 
at Passau, wrote a letter to the Jesuit Lamormaini, Rector 
of the Jesuit College at Graz (who soon after became 
Father Confessor to the Emperor Ferdinand II.), which 
gives proof positive of the activity of the Jesuits in urging 
on the war: 

“ I hear that an army is being raised for your Imperial Majesty 
against the Bohemians. If this matter should lead to war, I may 

* Gfrorer, Geschichie Oustav Adolfs (Stuttgart, 1837), p. 339. 
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hope for good results soon. But if it leads to concord, I fear we 
shall be left out, as we were at Venice; The Estates will certainly 
not accept us unless obliged to it by force. . . . There has never 
been a better opportunity for depriving the Bohemians of all privi¬ 
leges injurious to religion and the Royal charter than now.”* 

The Jesuits of Munster were also eagerly devoted to 
politics. Fathers Schiicking, Corler and Mulmann were 
specially prominent. 

In the garden belonging to the House of the Order 
the Catholic ambassadors held their preliminary meetings. 
During his sojourn in Munster, one of the most distin¬ 
guished among them, Gaspar de Bracamonte y Guzman, 
Count of Penaranda, the principal Spanish ambassador, 
built for himself in the neighbourhood of the college a 
house which he presented to the Fathers on his departure 
in 1648. ... In spite of their rigid principles the Fathers 
managed to get on very well with the non-Catholic states¬ 
men also : “ suaviter in modo , fortiter in re .”f 

Jacob Balde, the famous Jesuit composer of odes, 
entered at the same time from Munich into political 
relations with the French ambassador Avaux, at Munster. 
These he immortalised by dedicating the Ninth Book of his 
Silvae Lyricae to the representative of France.^ 

One of the most interesting proofs $ of the active share 
of the Jesuit Order in the Thirty Years’ War is the following 
fact, drawn from the depth of the State Archives of Munich 
after a hundred and sixty years : 

From an official estimate of January, 1729, made by the 
Provincial Procurator of the Upper German Province of the 
Order of the Jesuits, Father Bissel, it appears that at the 

* Apologia oder Enlschvldigungsschrift auss was fur unvermeidlichen Ursachen 
aUe drey Stdnde des Idblichen Konigreichs Boehaimb sub utraque ein Defensionwerk 
anstellen mussen (Prague 1618), pp. 81, 394. 

t Steinberger, p. 54. % Ibid., p. 48 et seq. 

§ I shall bring forward other proofs later, in discussing the activity of Jesuit 
confessors of princes. 
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time of the Thirty Years’ War the Order advanced large 
sums to the Catholic League :* 

The German Province had lent 262,208 guldens, the 
interest on which in 1729 amounted to 302,271 guldens 
18 kreuzers; the College at Liege 200,000 guldens, for 
which in 1729 interest of 130,833 guldens 9 kreuzers 
was due; the Cologne College 29,260 guldens for which 
the interest in 1729 amounted to 30,000 guldens. The 
sum total of capital advanced plus interest amounted 
accordingly to 964,562 guldens 27 kreuzers. To his 
estimate the Jesuit Bissel adds this remark: 

“ I shall not reveal this to others [of the Order], so 
that our people may not tell strangers. For this might 
bring mischief and ruin on our establishments.” 

Thus the estimate was strictly private and only meant 
for the Superiors. The Jesuit Duhr, trying to hide the 
fact that the Jesuits had anything to do with the Thirty 
Years’ War, though referring to the Catholic League, of 
course says nothing of the Order’s great money loans to 
the League.]* 

On the relations of the Jesuits to the French League 
at the end of the sixteenth century the Jesuit Prat, who 
characterises the League as a revolutionary movement, 
admits: 

“ The Society of Jesus supplied it [the League] at first with a 
few eager partisans, while other members were on the royal and 
legal side. But eventually, led by the directions of their General 
[Acquaviva] and by the example of Sixtus V., they kept in the 
background. . . . Henry III. . . . demanded the presence of 
Father Auger at his court, and that all the members of his Order 
should openly range themselves on the Royal side. Being informed 
of the complaints and wishes of the King, Claudius Acquaviva at 
first proceeded to treat with the French ambassador in Rome. 

* J. Friedrich, Beitrage, p. 16. Here is also the documentary evidenoe from 
the Jesuit Papers in the State Archives of Munich. 

t Jesuitenfabdn, £p. 161, 16L 
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Then he entrusted Father Maggio with the task of explaining to 
Henry III. the reasons for the measures [taken by the Order] 
of which the King had complained.”* 

So the amusing anecdote which Saint-Simon tells of 
the 1692 campaign is probably no mere invention.t 

“ 11 arriva une chose a Namur, apres sa prise, qui fit 
du bruit. ... On visita tout avec exactitude . . . 
Lorsque, dans une derniere visite apres la prise du chateau, 
on la vouhU faire chez les Jesuites, Us ouvrirent, toute en 
marquant toutefois leur surprise, et quelque chose de plus, 
de ce qui on ne s'en fioit pas a leur temoignage. Mais en 
fouillant partout oil Us ne s’attendaient pas, on trouva leurs 
souterrains pleins de poudre dont Us s'etoient bien gardes de 
parler : ce qu’Us prUendoient faire est demeure incertain 

The participation of the Jesuits in the revolution in 
Portugal in the middle of the seventeenth century, through 
which John IV. of the House of Braganza came to the 
throne, has been so clearly proved that even the Jesuit 
Ravignan could not but admit it: 

“ It was the only time, so far as I know, that the Religious of 
the Society took part in a political revolution that overthrew one 
throne in order to put another in its place.” || 

Ravignan tries to extenuate the awkwardness of the 

* Recherche8 historiques et critiques sur la Compagnie de Jesus en France du 
temps du P. Coton , 1564-1626 (Lyon, 1876), I., 65 et seq. 

f Saint-Simon is very inconvenient to the Jesuits as a witness. The Jesuit 
Duhr disposes of him for his readers with the following words : “ Lavall6e [editor 
of Madame de Maintenon’s Letters] charges the Memoirs of the Due de Saint-Simon, 
which have been exploited in an anti-Jesuit manner, with blind hatred and 
deliberate untruthfulness.” This is a piece of genuine Jesuitical misrepresentation. 
Lavallee does not dream of discrediting Saint-Simon’s Memoirs as a whole ; indeed 
he constantly refers to the Memoirs in explanation of passages in Madame de 
Maintenon’s Letters. In the passage quoted (inaccurately, too) by Duhr, Lavallee 
speaks exclusively of Saint-Simon’s antipathy for Louis XIV. and Madame de 
Maintenon, without saying a word against the general trustworthiness of the 
Memoirs. 

J Memoires (Paris, 1873), I., 12. 

II De VExistence et de VInstitut des Jisuites (Paris, 1855), p. 238. 
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fact by saying that the Portuguese Jesuits had acted here 
rather as Portuguese than as Jesuits, an evasion which 
might serve in similar cases for all countries in which 
Jesuits live and support thrones. Georgel, Secretary of 
the French Embassy in Vienna, tells us how great was the 
general influence of the Jesuits in Portugal: 

“ At court they were not only directors of conscience to the 
Princes and Princesses of the Royal Family, but the King and his 
Ministers consulted them on affairs of importance. In the govern¬ 
ment of State or Church no office was bestowed without their 
approval or influence, so that the high clergy, the aristocracy, and 
the people vied with each other for their mediation and favour.”* 

Even Pombal had to bow at least once to the prepon¬ 
derant influence of the Jesuits. At one time he seems to 
have planned marrying the Princess de Beira to the Duke 
of Cumberland, and thus uniting Portugal to England. 
Surely a political enterprise ! Who was it that thwarted 
this plan successfully ? The Jesuit Order. Thus reports 
Marechal de Belle-Isle,t and Cretineau-Joly is bound to 
confirm him. 

I have mentioned already the fact and the reason why 
the Jesuits have been less prominent politically since the 
restoration of their Order than formerly. But even during 
the comparatively short period of not quite a hundred 
years numerous political intrigues and actions were set on 
foot by the Order. 

In the diary of Manning (afterwards Cardinal), written 
during his second stay in Rome (after his secession to the 
Church of Rome), November, 1847, to May, 1848, the 
following passage, dated December 5th, 1847, occurs : 

** Broechi told me that the Jesuits are able and excellent in 
their duties as priests, but that their politics are most mischievous ; 

* Memoirea pour aervir d VSistoire des tUvinemerda de la Fin du 18 8iide 
Paris, 1817), 1, 16. 

■f Testament politique, p. 108, and Cretineau-Joly, 5, 176. 
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that if a collision should come with the people the effect would be 
terrible; that they stick to the aristocracy, e.g. to the Dorias, 
the Princess being a Frenchwoman; that no day passes but they 
are there. The people call them Oscuri, Oscurantisti.”* 

In 1866 and 1870-71 I was too young to be able to 
judge of the political activity of the Order in those stirring 
times, but the events at Feldkirch and in my family circle, 
which, as I have already shown, was completely under 
Jesuit dominion, prove the strong political partisanship of 
the Order for Austria and France. The extensive influence 
of the Order and its traditional habit of political intrigue 
justify the conclusion that its anti-Prussian and anti- 
German sentiments may have led to actions, or in any 
case to desires. 

But I was old enough to judge of subsequent events. 

In 1883-87, when I was studying theology as a 
Jesuit scholastic at Ditton Hall, in England, I was sent 
several times for a short stay to the Continent for various 
purposes of no special interest. During one of these 
journeys (I forget in what year) I spent the night in the 
Jesuit College at Canterbury, where some of the Jesuits 
exiled from France had settled. The Rector was the 
renowned Jesuit du Lac. He treated me with great 
candour, and told me with many details, which I have 
forgotten, how zealously he had been working in France 
for General Boulanger; that he had collected large sums 
of money for the “ Deliverer of France ” from the Legitimist 
nobility ; “ la sale et impie RepvUique ” would have to be 
overthrown by Boulanger, whom God (!) had elected, and 
“ le drapeau blanc royal ” hoisted once more. These words 
sounded strange in my ears from the lips of so responsible 
a person. I should have thought them stranger still if 
I had known who and what le brave General was (but I 
never caught sight of a newspaper), and that the qualifying 

* Purcell, Life of Cardinal Manning (London, 1895), I., p. 364. 
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epithets “ sale ” and “ impie ” used by du Lac of the 
Republic applied particularly well to Boulanger. 

There was a significant epilogue to this conversation 
at Canterbury. In a letter to General Anderledy, well 
known to me from my youth, I felt bound to report to 
him the political activity of the^Jesuit du Lac; other 
matters too were dealt with in this letter. Anderledy 
replied to all, omitting only what concerned du Lac and 
Boulanger. Later I understood the reason for this 
omission. The General of the Order, who may also have 
placed his hopes on Boulanger, did not wish to interfere 
with du Lac’s political doings. 

Ever since the establishment of the Centre Party in 
Germany it has always been closely connected with the 
Jesuit Order. Theologians of the German Province were 
often consulted by parliamentary members of the Centre. 
The leader of the Centre, Lieber, was a frequent guest 
in the German Jesuit Colleges on the Dutch frontier 
(Exaeten, Wynandsrade, Blyenbeck). The Provincial, 
Jacob Ratgeb, used to go to Hanover for important con¬ 
sultations with Windthorst. Once he returned in a state 
of great annoyance, and in his vexation at Windthorst 5 s 
“ prudence ” he allowed these words to escape him : “If 
Windthorst is not willing, we shall go ahead without him.” 
I never learnt to what the cunning Guelph’s unwillingness 
may have referred. In 1889, at Windthorst’s desire, and 
under the pretext of study and pastorate, two Jesuits 
were sent to Berlin for permanent residence. I was one 
of the two, and the other was Jacob Pah, formerly Rector 
of Feldkirch, and chief editor of Stimmen aus Maria - 
Loach . I shall recur again to my stay in Berlin. Here, 
in connection with politics, I can only say that Windthorst 
and the other Centre leaders made us very welcome. In 
the lobby of the (old) parliamentary buildings I had a long 
conversation with Windthorst, in which he said emphatic- 
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ally that the question of the return of the Jesuits, and of 
the territorial independence of the Pope (the Papal States) 
must always remain in the foreground. Later on, up to 
Windthorst’s death, another Jesuit, Victor Frins, was his 
constant adviser in Berlin. In the discussions on the new 
civil code ( Biirgerliches Gesetzbuch ) the celebrated Jesuit 
Lehmkuhl played a great part as an inspirer of the Centre 
Party. August Reichensperger also held lively intercourse 
with the German Jesuits. His name recalls to me a serious 
yet diverting “ political ” occurrence. 

In the summer of 1882 August Reichensperger visited 
the Jesuit College at Blyenbeck. In his honour an open- 
air picnic was held. Piitz, the Rector, made a speech 
on the guest of the day, in which he mentioned the 
exile of the Jesuits from Germany, and the hope of their 
speedy return with the aid of the Centre Party and its 
glorious leader Reichensperger. August Reichensperger 
answered very pleasantly, but with reference to the exile 
said, almost literally: “ Those who plunge into politics 
as deeply as the Jesuit Order must put up with the 
occasional political consequences of the plunge.” Tableau ! 
The faces of the surrounding fathers (for we scholastics 
stood apart) grew long and aghast at this candour. On the 
very same evening the Rector joined us young Jesuits 
during recreation, and tried to blot out the impression 
made by Reichensperger’s words. He said Reichensperger 
had been brought up on Gallo-Josephinian ideas, and a 
little youthful infection was still in him, and that was why 
he repeated things he had heard in former days ; but the 
Jesuits had never interfered in politics. 

After the expulsion of the Jesuit Order from Germany, 
the German Province of the Order settled not only in 
Holland and England, but also in Denmark. Very soon the 
Jesuits succeeded in converting the widow of the Danish 
multi-millionaire and press magnate, Berling, proprietor 
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of the great Copenhagen paper Berlingske Tidende, to 
Catholicism. With this lady’s money the Jesuit College at 
Ordrupshoj, near Copenhagen, was built, being in the North 
what Feldkirch is in the South. It is naturally impossible 
to ascertain how far the Jesuit influence extended to the 
Berlingske Tidende , and through it to politics. 

The Catholic Princess Waldemar of Denmark, daughter 
of the Duke of Chartres, was also in the hands of the 
German Jesuits of Copenhagen and Ordrupshoj. Her 
intense hatred of Germans may doubtless be ascribed to 
Jesuit influence, apart from her French descent. It is 
well known that it was Princess Waldemar of Denmark who, 
in 1887 , manipulated matters so as to place the forged 
documents against Bismarck in the hands of the Tsar 
Alexander III. Considering the simultaneous political 
activity of the French Jesuit du Lac, and the influence 
of the “ German ” Jesuits in Copenhagen on the French 
Princess Waldemar of Denmark, it is not a very romantic 
supposition to connect the origin of the forged anti- 
Bismarck documents, which almost caused a war, with 
the Jesuit Order. 

An interesting and instructive medley of the political 
proceedings of the Jesuit Order is spread before us, 
sufficient to mark the striking contrast between Jesuit 
words and deeds in this important point also. It only 
remains to show the road by which the Order is enabled 
to enter the political arena in the most effective and, at 
the same time, the least conspicuous manner. That road 
is confession. For centuries the Jesuit Order supplied 
nearly all Catholic princes and politically influential men 
with confessors. Their pastoral work presents vistas of 
quite enormous activity, comprising in their motley but 
systematic variety the whole of Europe. 

In the beginning of the eighteenth century the Duke 
of Saint-Simon writes: 



i68 


Fourteen Years a Jesuit 


“ Les Jesuites maitres des cours par le confessional de 
presque tons les rois et de tons les souverains catholiques . . . 
terriUes par la politique la plus rafjinee, la plus profonde, 
la plus superieure a toute autre consideration que leur 
domination, soutenue par un gouvemement dont la Monarchic, 
Vautorite, les degres, les ressorts, le secret, Vuniformite dans 
les vues, et la multiplicity dans les moyens en sont Vame 

But the Jesuits do not admit Saint-Simon’s testimony. 
Well! a few decades later it was borne out by a man 
whom they could hardly set aside as a Jesuit-hater or 
misinformed. The Jesuit Cordara admits in his Memoirs : 

“ Nearly all kings and sovereigns of Europe had only 
Jesuits as directors of their conscience, so that the whole 
of Europe appeared to be governed by Jesuits only : reges 
ac principes prope omnes Europae solis Jesuitis utebantur 
conscientiae arbitris, ut soli jam Jesuitae tota dominari 
viderentur Europa”"\ 

Therefore, Habemus confttentem reum. The Order of 
the Jesuits governing Europe through its confessors of 
sovereigns stands here convicted before us: the official 
Constitutions forbid the acceptance of the office of confessor 
of a sovereign. The fortieth decree of the second General 
Congregation of 1565 runs thus: 

“ Since it was proposed to appoint for the illustrious Cardinal 
of Augsburg [Otto von Truchsess] a theologian of our Society to 
be his father confessor and also join his court, the Congregation 
has decided not to appoint any of our people either to a sovereign 
or any other lord of the Church or State, to attend his court or 
reside there in order to fulfil the office of confessor, theologian, 
or any other office, except for the very short period of one or two 
months ”t 

Is this strict prohibition meant to refer back to the 

* Memoires (Paris, 1873), 7, 132 et seq. 

f Dallinger, Beitrage, 3, 72. 

% Inst. S.J., I., 188. 
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founder of the Order himself, Ignatius Loyola, who, 
scarcely twenty years before, by virtue of holy obedience, 
en virtud de santa obediencia, appointed Fathers Le Jay, 
Pollanco and Pelletier as confessors to the Dukes Hercules 
of Ferrara and Cosimo de Medici, and had placed Fathers 
Gonzalez and Miron as confessors at the disposal of the 
King of Portugal ? * Hardly l This decree, too, is nothing 
but a paper to save appearances prudently produced by 
the Order, to be shown in case of necessity and soothe 
the minds of the public. The calculated deceit of the 
strict prohibition is almost proved by the action of the 
fifth General of the Order, the Neapolitan Claudius 
Acquaviva. 

Not very long after the decree was issued, in 1602, 
Acquaviva drew up an Ordinance in which he gives 
precise instructions for confessors of sovereigns, and passes 
over the previous “ strict prohibition ” with the truly 
Jesuitical phrase of : “ The greater glory of God.” 

“ If the Society [of Jesus] can no longer escape Buch an office 
because, for various reasons, the greater glory of our Lord God 
seems to require it, then care should be taken as to the choice of 
suitable persons, and the manner in which they carry out their 
duties, so that the sovereign should derive benefit, the people be 
edified, and the Society sustain no injury thereby .”f 

Then, after apparently strict injunctions (in Notes 4-7) 
that the father confessor should not engage “ in exterior 
or political affairs,” and not let himself be employed as 
“ censor of ministers and courtiers,” all this is again 
made possible in another way in Note 8 in the shape of 
an exhortation to the sovereign: 

“ The sovereign should listen with equanimity and patience to 
whatever his father confessor should think fit to suggest ( sugge- 

* Cartas de 8. Ignacio de Loyola (Madrid, 1874), I., 326; II., 66 ; III., 173. 

| Inst. 8.J., II., 225. 
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rendum ) to him daily according to the voice of his conscience. For 
as a prominent person and a sovereign is concerned, it is fitting 
that the priest should be allowed to suggest what he considers 
good for the greater service of God and the sovereign, and not 
only with regard to such things as he might know from him [the 
prince] in the character of penitent, but also with regard to those 
which he might hear elsewhere (quae hinc inde audiuntur), requiring 
a remedy, for the removal of oppression, the lessening of annoyances 
frequently arising from the actions of the ministers, contrary to 
the wish and will of the sovereign, whose conscience may be 
oppressed by the harm done, and the duty of making provision 
against it.”* 

So the confessor is to suggest \suggerere\ to the sovereign 
whatever his conscience may dictate to him [quidquid 
dictante sibi conscientia ]. It is obvious that an opening 
is thus provided for the most pronounced political influence. 
Thus we see, for instance, that the Jesuit Caussin, Father 
Confessor to Louis XIII. of France, wrote to General 
Mutius Vitelleschi: 

“ If he dissuaded the king from an alliance with the Turks, it 
would not be interfering with politics; for the question whether 
an alliance with the Turks should be permitted was not a political 
one, but a matter of conscience.”t 

A letter from General Caraffa, of May 23rd, 1648, to 
the Rector of the Jesuit College at Munster, Gottfried 
Corler, cunningly points to “ conscience ” as the road by 
which the official prohibition regarding interference with 
politics might be evaded. This confidential letter is all 
the more interesting because Caraffa refers in it to an 
encyclical, published by himself, against interference with 
politics: 

“ . . .As regards my encyclical that our people should not 
meddle with affairs of war or peace,. I did not mean thereby to 

* Inst. 8.J., II., 226. 
f Tuba Magna, II., 310. 
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prevent our people in the confessional from directing tlie con¬ 
sciences of those turning to them with doubts, but only from 
dealing with such affairs outside the confessional.”* 

As the Jesuit House at Munster, to which the letter 
was addressed, was just then a chief hotbed of political 
activity, Caraffa’s duplicity (for his letter is the essence of 
duplicity) is of particular significance, and was probably 
particularly effective. 

We have seen already, and shall see more clearly still, 
what a great part the “ conscience ” formula, introduced 
by the Generals Acquaviva and Caraffa, played in the 
political doings of the Order, how it is applied again and 
again when Jesuit confessors of sovereigns desire to 
represent their political influence as unpolitical. 

* See Steinberger, p. 199, for Latin text. 
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THE CRITICISM CONTINUED: COURT CONFESSORS 

Acquaviva, that Machiavelli in Jesuit garb, not satisfied 
with an equivocal official “ Ordinance ” destined to be 
enrolled in the Constitutions of the Order, also issued a 
secret Instruction for the Confessors of Sovereigns. 

This secret Instruction was published by the Benedic¬ 
tine Dudik, himself a strict Catholic, in his Archiv fur 
Oesterreichiscke Geschickte* from the manuscripts of the 
Court Library at Vienna.f It is composed through¬ 
out in the form of questions, as Dudik expresses it, 
“as a Confession Mirror for Sovereigns.” 

“ From the questions,” says Dudik, “ the purpose at 
which the Jesuits aimed through their father confessors 
may be clearly perceived, namely, the supremacy of the 
Catholic Church, such as a Gregory, an Innocent, or a 
Boniface aspired to obtain.” { 

Here are some questions from the “ Instruction ”: 
Whether he [the father confessor] tried skilfully to 
find out himself, or through trustworthy, zealous, and wise 
men, how the ministers, magistrates and judges discharged 
their offices; whether he had discreet and able men at 
hand through whom, by searching the lives of citizens 
(explorans ), he could inquire into ( inquirat ) the source of 
their income, their expenditure, and if they had entered 
into forbidden contracts; whether he [the prince] had 
hampered the Inquisition; whether, when called on to 

* Vol. 54, p. 234. t MS. Chart. Sign., 11,821. $ Vol. 54, p. 234. 
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execute its sentences on heretics, he had refused to do so ; 
whether he had carried on an unrighteous war; whether 
he had broken his princely oaths; whether he had dis¬ 
obeyed the Pope and Prelates of the Church ?* 

The Jesuit Order—it should be here noted—is the 
only one of all the monastic Orders which has official and 
secret Instructions for the Confessors of Sovereigns. I 
was, therefore, more than justified in designating the 
Confession of Sovereigns as an institution of the Order. 

Very characteristic and significant for the fundamental 
attitude of the Order towards the confession of sovereigns 
is this circumstance: 

The Generals Goswin Nickel (a German)' and Mutius 
Vitelleschi issued the following orders in official letters of 
February 23rd, 1641, and November 28th, 1664, both 
addressed to the Provincial of the Upper German Province 1 

“ When sovereigns require a Jesuit’s opinion on any subject, 
the Jesuit in question is to report the matter to his Superior, who 
is to lay it before several Jesuits for discussion. The resolution 
formed after this consultation is supplied to the Jesuit who has 
been consulted by the sovereign.”! 

This Ordinance, which is in the first instance concerned 
with the confessors of sovereigns, could only have the 
result doubtless intended by the Generals, that it was 
just the most important matters (those that required a 
second opinion) which were not kept secret between 

• The publication of the secret Instruction is exceedingly inconvenient to 
the Jesuit Duhr. He passes over this significant document in a mere footnote* 
mentioning it casually, and just where he ought to have discussed it he misleads 
by hushing it up. (Die Jesuiten an den deutsehen Furstenhofen dee 16 Jahrhunderte, 
Freiburg, 1910, p. 0.) In the Jeeuitenfabeln (4 Ed., p. 100) Duhr also displays 
the same disingenuousness; he quotes from Dudik a passage from a letter of 
General Vitelleschi, in which the Imperial Father Confessor in Vienna, the Jesuit 
Lamormaini, is referred to Acquaviva’s official Ordinaiio, but passes over the 
Becret Instruction in silence. 

f From the manuscript papers of the Jesuits published by Dollinger-ReuBch, 
from the Archives at Munich. Moralstreitigieiten, I., 650. 
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sovereign and confessor, but came to the knowledge of 
the General of the Order, and could thus be utilised by 
him in his general calculations and measures. 

This is clearly expressed in letters by the Jesuit Caussin, 
Father Confessor of Louis XIII. of France, to General 
Vitelleschi. Caussin, who appears to have been an in¬ 
genuous man, objects to being expected to report to the 
Superiors of the Order the confidences made to him by 
the King, and the discussions he held with him. 

“ I am reproached for not seeking advice of my Superiors on 
the matters I discuss with the King. . . . But I know from 
Thomas [Aquinas] that, according to natural, human and divine 
right, matters of confession are to be kept secret. . . . What law 
or what constitution of the Society [of Jesus] is there that bids 
the Father Confessor report to his Superiors on the affairs of his 
penitents ? ... Is the King’s conscience to be revealed to as 
many persons as there are Consultors in our Houses ? ”* 

Thus Caussin was of the opinion, and he must surely 
have known, that the Ordinance of his Superiors contained 
an invitation to violate the secret of the confessional. 

We have already seen that the Order disregards the 
secrecy of the confessional in the case of its own members. 
But here the secrecy of the confessional, which according 
to general theological doctrine every priest is bound to 
preserve even at risk of death, is set aside on principle 
by the Jesuit Order for the furtherance of its own 
political ends. The Jesuit Caussin opposed the demand 
of his Superiors. Other Jesuit eonfessors of sovereigns 
behaved differently. For instance, a great deal has been 
written in controversy about the betrayal of the confession 
of the Empress Maria Theresa. But it appears to be an 
established fact that either a genuine confession or a 

* The letter is published in eztenso in Liberius Candidus, Tuba Magna, Edit. 4 
(Strassburg, 1760), II., 329 ei seq., and in part in Dollinger-Reusch, I., 661. 
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strictly confidential communication made by the Empress 
to him, as her spiritual director, was reported by the 
Jesuit Campmiiller to his Superiors in Home. No con¬ 
tradiction such as, for instance, that made by the Jesuit 
Duhr* can affect the gist of the matter. It is positively 
absurd that Duhr, in order to contradict it, refers to his 
own researches in the Archives at Vienna and Simancas, 
and states that there had found nothing about a 
** betrayal of confession.” From what we know of Duhr’s 
researches, we are positively compelled to disbelieve him. 
But even if nothing were to be found in Vienna and 
Simancas, what proof could that be in contradiction of the 
fact 1 

The rest of Duhr’s counterproofs are just as uncon¬ 
vincing. They may be summed up in the silence preserved 
on this matter by Arneth, Maria Theresa’s biographer, and 
a statement made by him in answer to a letter from Duhr, 
that in “ his researches in the Archives ” he had learnt 
nothing about the matter. These assertions and purely 
negative proofs are opposed by positive and permanent 
testimonies. 

Canon Ginzel, of Leitmeritz Cathedral, a strictly 
orthodox Churchman, reports : 

“ On this affair, Dr. Jacob Stern, Royal and Imperial Court 
Chaplain at the time of Maria Theresa, living in retirement as 
titular provost of Ivanzia at Hetzendorf, near Vienna, who had 
a very extensive knowledge of current events, told the author 
(in 1830) as follows : ‘ The urgent representations made by the 
Bourbon Courts to Theresa on account of the suppression of the 
Jesuits had not remained entirely without effect on her. . . . 
Then one day the Abbot of St. Dorothea (his name I have for¬ 
gotten) came to Theresa and handed her a paper written by her 
Father Confessor, the Jesuit Campmiiller, containing one of her 
recent confessions. Its main contents are said to have been her 


Jesuitenfabdn (4), pp. 40-68. 
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scruples as to the recent partition of Poland. Theresa now voted 
for the suppression of the Society and is supposed to have reported 
to Ganganelli this violation of the seal of confession, as a reason 
for not allowing the Jesuits to remain in her dominion/ ”* 

These recollections of a Court Chaplain of Maria 
Theresa, told to Ginzel himself, who, as the latter points out, 
“ had a very extensive knowledge of current events ” and 
was, therefore, still in the enjoyment of his mental faculties, 
are doubtless of great significance, not lessened by Duhr’s 
derisive remarks about “ the old gentleman.” 

Another remark added by Ginzel still further assists 
in clearing up the point in question : 

“ On the other hand, we must note that the scruples which the 
august lady . . . felt with regard to the partition of Poland 
were very openly expressed before all her counsellors, and if the 
Father Confessor wrote down such scruples, he did not violate 
the seal of confession, inasmuch as they had not been uttered in 
confession only.”f 

What the Jesuit Campmiiller had reported to Rome 
about his Imperial penitent need not have been a confession 
in the strictest sense of the word. But it was a breach of 
confidence of the meanest kind if Campmiiller passed on 
what the Empress had put before him as her spiritual 
director, in the shape of questions and doubts, no matter 
whether she communicated similar questions and doubts 
to her “ counsellors.” 

Thus Campmiiller seems to have acted strictly accord¬ 
ing to the decree of Mutius Vitelleschi, who did not literally 
speak of genuine “ confessions ” either, but of “ points 
requiring another opinion.” The partition of Poland may 
surely have been a point that might cause Maria Theresa 
to turn to her spiritual director in order to obtain his 
opinion. 

* Kirchenhistorische Schriften (Vienna, 1872), 2, 231. 
f Ibid. 
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An equally strong proof is furnished by the testimony 
of the Imperial Russian Professor and General Super¬ 
intendent of the Lutheran Congregations at St. Petersburg, 
Dr. Ignatius Fessler. Fessler is one of the most remarkable 
and sincere personalities of the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries, whose experiences and adventures are not 
sufficiently known. In his interesting book, Reminis¬ 
cences of a Seventy Years' Pilgrimage , he says: 

“ The Professor at the University of Vienna, whom I venerated 
most of all, and who loved me like a father, was Josephus Julianus 
Monsperger, a hale old man of seventy-nine, a Jesuit formerly tertiae 
professionis, and consequently initiated in the secrets of the Order. 
The Rector of the Professed House in Vienna had been obliged to 
go on a journey, and had charged him to clear up the rectory and 
to have it cleaned. A picture had then attracted his attention; 
he had taken it off the wall, in order to look at it in a better light. 
Meanwhile he had noticed in the place where the picture had been 
hanging a small closet which appeared to him suspicious ; he 
noticed and pressed a spring, and the door flew open. Among a 
mass of papers his glance fell on a case with the superscription : 

‘ Confessions of the Great and Powerful.’ He opened it, and found 
Confessions of the Empress, the Archdukes, Archduchesses, several 
Ministers and other persons of high rank. ... So Monsperger 
frequently informed me.”* 

The Jesuit Duhr tries to get the better of this testimony 
by talking of “ romantic embroidery,” and by “ proving ” 
that Monsperger had held no position in the Professed 
House at Vienna, and that the journal of that House did 
not mention a journey of the Rector’s in the year 1764. 
Still, he does not dare to attack Fessler’s trustworthiness. 

Voltaire also reports in a letter to the Due de Riche¬ 
lieu, a “ betrayed confession,” and says that the Jesuit 

* Fessler, Buckblicke auf eine siebzigjahrige Pilgerschaft (Breslau, 1824), pp. 166- 
168. In consequence of this discovery, Monsperger left the Order of the Jesuits 
and became Professor of Oriental Languages at Vienna University. 

M 
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d’Aubanton, Confessor to Philip V. of Spain, had told the 
contents of a confession of the King’s to the Duke of 
Orleans, and that the Count Fuentes and the Duke of 
Villa Hermosa held proofs of this.* 

Unfortunately Voltaire does not give these proofs. 
But the fact corresponds with the sketch of d’Aubanton 
made on the strength of long acquaintance by Saint- 
Simon. 

We will now turn our attention to the work of individual 
Jesuit confessors of sovereigns. Here also a few extracts 
will have to suffice. The Jesuit Maggio, Father Confessor 
of the Emperor Rudolf II., by means of a memorandum 
and by verbal representations, sought to induce the 
Emperor to proceed with the utmost severity against the 
Protestants. It is obvious that, considering the conditions 
of the time, shortly before the outbreak of the Thirty 
Years’ War, this was strong and decisive interference in 
politics. The Jesuit Duhr,f who takes good care not 
to communicate Maggio’s documentary memoranda which 
are at his disposal in the Secret Archives of the Order, does 
not, of course, see anything touching politics in his fel¬ 
low Jesuit’s action, neither does Maggio himself, who is 
naive enough to utter a strong warning against inter¬ 
ference in politics when writing to General Borgia in 
March, 1571. 

It is evident that the double face and even double 
conscience, assumed officially a few years later by the 
Jesuit confessor of sovereigns, in accordance with General 
Acquaviva’s Instruction, began to manifest itself even then 
in its main features.} Only a few months later this 
duplicity appears distinctly in a report to Rome of the 
Jesuit Emerich Forsler of the 21st of May, 1571: 

* (Euvrea, Edit. Beaumarchais, 6, 79. 

f Duhr, Die Jeauiten an den deiUschen Fumtenhofen des 16. Jahrhunderts, p. 18. 

+ 0/. Sacchini, S.J., Hist. Societ. Jem ad ann. 1571, nr. 139. 
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“ The relations of our Father Stephan to Archduke Charles 
[Governor of Graz, son of King Ferdinand] are quite confidential; 
on the most important matters the Archduke asks and receives 
his advice, and thinks so highly of him that he wished to admit 
him to the public Council (publicum consilium), when religious 
matters would be discussed with the Estates of the Realm. This 
I have forbidden ; he is only to help privately as much as possible, 
in a prudent and discreet manner.”* 

Dudik showsf that the Jesuit Lamormaini, the con¬ 
fessor of the Emperor Ferdinand II., was the originator 
of the Decree of Restitution of March 6th, 1629. Still 
more interesting is his proof, that the election of Ferdinand 
IL’s son as king, in August 7th, 1636, at Ratisbon, can 
be traced back to the Jesuit Lamormaini. The Senate of 
Hamburg wished to reward the merits of the Jesuit in 
this indubitably political affair by a present of 1,000 thalers. 
Lamormaini wisely declined for himself, but induced the 
Senate to turn over the sum to the Jesuit Heinrich 
Schachtin, who was secretly at work in Hamburg. 

As principal adviser of the Emperor Lamormaini had 
also a considerable share in Wallenstein’s fate. Under the 
presidency of the Emperor a “ secret council ” was held 
on January 24th, 1634, in Prince von Eggenberg’s house, 
when the Duke of Friedland’s fate was decided. As 
the Jesuit Lamormaini could not be present the Emperor 
sent Bishop Anton Wolfrath to him, in order to inform 
him of the resolutions and to get his opinion. “ The 
Vienna Bishop,” writes the Emperor to the Jesuit, “ will 
communicate to your Reverence a matter of the greatest 
importance and that under the strictest seal of conscience 
or confession .”% 

This is in agreement with Gindely’s report about the 
meeting of the College at Ratisbon, in July-August, 1630, 
at which Wallenstein’s first deposition was discussed: 

* Duhr, Die Jesuiten an den deutschen Fiirstenhdfen, p. 25. 
t P. 243 ei seq. $ Dudik, p. 244. 
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“ It now depended only on the opinion of two persons [for the 
Electors had already decided against Wallenstein] who had the 
greatest weight with the Emperor [Ferdinand II.] and whom he 
considered almost more than Eggenberg, namely the Empress and 
[the Jesuit] Lamormaini. . . . Lamormaini threw the whole weight 
of his prestige into the balance against Waldstein.* It cannot be 
doubted that he did this, not on his own initiative, but by the 
instructions of the General of the Jesuits, who in his turn was only 
carrying out the directions of the Pope. The Spanish Cabinet held 
the opinion that the Confessor alone had clinched the matter and 
that without him the Emperor would have retained his general. 
Three years later and, moreover, several months before the murder 
at Eger, when Lamormaini warned against Waldstein’s plots and 
requested the Spanish Ambassador at Vienna, the Marquis of 
Castaneda, to call the Emperor’s attention to the danger threatening 
him, Philip IV. forbade his ambassador to interfere in any way. 
‘ Lamormaini,’ says the letter of the Spanish King to Castaneda, 
‘ is the cause of the present dangerous situation; he advised and 
brought about the dismissal of the Duke of Mecklenburg [Wallen¬ 
stein], and if he speaks to you again, you are to tell him that he 
himself is the cause of all the trouble.’ ”f 

A very telling document in proof of the Jesuit Lamor- 
maini’s political activity is the report written with his own 
hand, on September 18th, 1630, to Ferdinand II. on the 
proposals which the Elector of Bavaria had made to him 
(Lamormaini) on his attitude to the Winter-King. “ This 
matter also concerns conscience and religion ” : these words 
conclude Lamormaini’s expositions. Besides this the 
report deals with stationing of troops in Pomerania and 
Silesia, and filling the posts in the highest law-courts in 
Speyer and Vienna, which are reproached with dilatoriness. + 
Even the Catholic historian, Steinberger, who is strongly 

* The older and more correct spelling. 

f Gindely, Waldstein wdhrend seines ersten Oeneralats (Leipzig, 1886), 2, 291 
el seq. For the letter of the Spanish King Gindely quotes the Archive of Simancas, 
Philip IV. to Castaneda, dated 19th September, 1633. 

| For wording of the report, see Dudik, p. 337 et seq. 
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in favour of the Jesuits, says of Lamormaini and his 
relation to politics : 

“ At the Imperial Castle at Vienna, the well-known Father 
William Germain Lamormaini exercised a pretty extensive influence 
on his Imperial penitent (fUim spirituatis), Ferdinand II. The 
Emperor followed the advice and judgment of his Father Confessor, 
as the sheep follows the shepherd, and in order to safeguard his 
conscience in every direction he initiated him into everything, even 
the most insignificant trifles. As regards Father Lamormaini’s 
political views, his position concerning the Mantuan succession and 
in the discussions preceding the Treaty of Prague, added to his 
semi-French descent [Lamormaini came from Luxemburg], seem to 
iustify the supposition of the Spanish statesman that he favoured 
France.”* 

It was universally said that Lamormaini had caused 
the so-called Mantuan War of Succession. A very tortuous 
letter from Lamormaini, addressed to the King of Spain 
with the object of diverting the suspicion, failed in its 
endeavour, f 

Forty-one confidential letters from the Emperor to 
the Jesuits Becanus and Lamormaini, published by Dudik, J 
show in how many directions the confessors were occupied, 
and within what vast limits matters were considered 
“ questions of conscience.” Even on the appointment 
of court-marshals and on lawsuits their opinion was 
taken. But mostly it is questions of high politics which 
the Emperor places before them: the state of affairs in 
Hungary, Bohemia and Silesia, the influence on certain 
Electors. There are frequent cautions from the Emperor 
to treat the documents sent for perusal as strictly con¬ 
fidential. For Tilly also the Jesuit received imperial 
commissions. For the Emperor’s brother, Archduke 

* Die Jesuiten und die Friedensfrage in der Zeit vom Prager Frieden bis zum 
Nurnberger Friedensexekutionshauptrezess , 1635-1650 (Freiburg, 1906), p. 15 ei seq. 
t Dudik, pp. 245-248. % Pp. 256-278. 



182 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

Leopold, the Imperial Confessors undertook considerable 
money transactions, etc., etc. 

A truly servile dependence on the Jesuits in private 
and public affairs is revealed by these letters from the 
Emperor and the Archduke. 

Gindely describes this dependence in detail. In one 
instance, however, the influence of the Jesuits failed, 
although it was brought to bear at high pressure. This 
was creditable to the Emperor and a disgrace to the 
Jesuit politicians. 

“ At that time [1635] it might have been possible for the 
Emperor to prevent France from taking any further part in the 
German disputes, by purchasing this favour with the surrender of 
Alsace. If he decided on this sacrifice he would have no need to 
treat with Saxony or to surrender Lusatia to that Power. In Rome 
it was desired that the Emperor should satisfy the French claims; 
Pope Urban VIII. wanted in this way to make France more power¬ 
ful, and to snatch Lusatia from the hands of the Protestants. At 
that time Lamormaini received an Instruction from Rome to 
influence the Emperor in this sense, and to represent to him the 
recovery and reconversion to Catholicism of Lusatia as a work 
pleasing to God, for which Alsace might be sacrificed. But, how¬ 
ever much Lamormaini might try, this time all his exhortations 
availed him nothing.”* 

To the Emperor Ferdinand the Jesuit’s advice was so 
indispensable that when Lamormaini was ill, he sent the 
Prince of Eggenberg to him and begged for his opinion. 
Thus Khevenhiller’s Annals proclaim the truth in saying 
that: 

“ Lamormaini tyrannised over the Emperor and the 
Princes, and the Emperor was so completely in his power 
that not the Emperor but the Jesuits reigned supreme.’^ 

Through Lamormaini’s influence, foreign Jesuits were 
also set to work for the Emperor. 

* Gindely, Oeschichte des dreisaigjahrigen Kriegea, p. 14 ei aeq. f II., 595. 
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In December, 1619, Ferdinand II. sent Count Wratislaw 
von Fiirstenberg to Louis XIII. in Paris in order to induce 
the King to help. At first all attempts were in vain. 
Finally he [Count Fiirstenberg] succeeded in winning over 
the Royal Confessor, the Jesuit Arnoux; the latter had 
probably received directions from Rome to act in Ferdi¬ 
nand’s interest; in any case he undertook the task. At 
Christmas he put it to the King as a duty to assist the 
Emperor, who was oppressed for the sake of religion . . . 
In the evening of the same day the Royal Private Secretary 
repaired to Fiirstenberg’s house and brought him word 
that not only the King but also the Ministers had been 
won over to active support of the Emperor.* 

This explains the remark of Gustavus Adolphus: 
“ There are three ‘ L’s 7 I should like to see hanged : the 
Jesuit Lamormaini, the Jesuit Laymann, and the Jesuit 
Laurentius Forer.”')' 

On the part of mediator between Spain and France 
played by the Jesuit Co ton. Father Confessor to Henry IV. 
of France, Coton’s fellow-Jesuit Prat writes : 

“ Persuade qu’une alliance entre la France et VEspagne 
aurait de grands avantages pour Vtglise , et qu'elle imposerait 
aux puissances heretiques de VEurope, il avail touyours eu 
soin de menager un rapprochement entre ces deux couronnes , 
si longtemps ennemies. . . . Le projet du P. Coton . . . 
ahouti enfin . . . au mariage de Louis XIII. avec Anne 
d?Autriche.”% 

In a letter to Louis XIV. Fenelon attacks the Jesuit 
La Chaise, the all-powerful confessor of the King : 

“ . . . Your Father Confessor is not vicious, but he shuns 
sterling virtue and only loves worldly and licentious people. He is 
jealous of his prestige, which you have raised to an unlimited height. 

* Gindely, III., 6, quotes an original report of Fiirstent)erg’s to the Emperor 
dated Dec. 24fch, 1619. 

t Dudik, p. 248. % Recherches, etc. (Lyons, 1876), III., 199, 200. 
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Never before did a King’s Father Confessor alone appoint bishops 
and decide all questions of conscience. You, Sire, are the only- 
person in France who does not know that he [La Chaise] is ignorant, 
that his mind is narrow and uncultured. The Jesuits, too, despise 
him and are indignant at his giving in to the ambitions of his 
family. You have turned a member of an Order into a Minister of 
State ; he knows neither people nor things, and falls a ready victim 
to any who flatter him and give him presents.”* 

Especially interesting are the remarks of Madame de 
Main tenon, scattered in numerous letters, on this Father 
Confessor of her Royal lover. They do not throw a par¬ 
ticularly favourable light on his character, or that of the 
Jesuits in general. Yet no one could dispute that Madame 
de Maintenon had undeniable powers of observation, and 
an interest in the Jesuits in general and La Chaise in 

* Gregoire, Histoire des Confesseurs (Paris, 1824), p. 363; Lavallee, Corre- 
spondance ginerale de Mme. de Maintenon (Paris, 1866), 4, 45 et seq. As regards 
Gregoire, the tactics of the Jesuits are very clear. Wherever Gregoire reports 
something in favour of a Jesuit princely confessor he is quoted in full; if he reports 
anything unfavourable it is suppressed, or Gregoire is called “ Gregoire the undis¬ 
cerning.” Of course, the Jesuit Duhr is particularly great at this double-faced 
use of Gregoire. For instance (in the Jesuitenfabeln (4), p. 69), Duhr quotes a 
few words of praise by Gregoire on the Jesuit Amoui, Confessor of Louis XIII. 
of France, but suppresses the following intervening phrases : “ In the year 1621 
Father Amour was dismissed from his office as confessor to the King. ... At 
first he looked and spoke with resignation, but instead of congratulating himself 
on being exempt from an office which must always be a burden in the eyes of 
piety, he appeared to take his dismissal as a disgrace. Details told by Gramond 
prove that the confessor’s bitter grief was to be seen in his behaviour, and that 
he still Btrove ambitiously to recover his lost position. So hard is it (as a historian 
says) for monks who have been employed at court to shake off its chains. In 
order to return to his position, Amoui engaged in intrigues in which the true 
spirit of the Society [of Jesus] was revealed, as on their own confession they are 
like a lion to those who fear them, like a hare to the courageous ” (pp. 332-334). 
Duhr is careful also not to tell his readers the general opinion expressed by 
Gregoire on Jesuit confessors. “ The Jesuit confessor at court was in a sense 
the Agent of the Order, so as to work in its interest, to slander and ruin those who 
thwarted or appeared to thwart its ambition. . . . Among the Jesuit con¬ 
fessors of princes some are justly to be praised. But the virtue of the individual 
does not represent the spirit of the community into whose secrets the confessors 
were initiated, and who in several countries, especially in France, Spain, and par¬ 
ticularly in Portugal, brought the sovereigns under their rule, and thus governed 
the people for the benefit of their Society.” (GrAgoire, pp. 336, 426 et seq.) 
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particular. The letters are addressed to the Archbishop 
of Paris, and belong to the period of 1695-1700. Here 
are some specimens: 

“ Do not attempt to cure Pere La Chaise, or to teach him moder¬ 
ation on the principle that the pious are of no use . . . this 
principle of the good Father’s [Madame de Maintenon frequently 
speaks sarcastically of La Chaise as “ bon pere ”] is universally 
known, you may openly discuss it with him. Do not feel in honour 
bound to tell him that he in particular ought to be the protector 
of piety, instead of saying that we are all of no use, just because 
I love good people and he cannot bear them. . . . Father de la 
Chaise has been to see me ... he was gay and free in his manner, 
and his visit was more like an insult than an act of civility. 
(Sa visile avail plus fair (Tune insulte que (Pune honnetete.) The 
Jesuits make war on us openly on all sides, and those who wish 
for peace are to be pitied. ... It is your place to defend the 
cause of the Church and the Bishop of Meaux [Bossuet], which 
Father La Chaise attacked in speaking to the King. By the way in 
which the King spoke to me this evening, I doubt less than ever 
that you should speak to Father La Chaise about Confessors. . . . 

I want you to make the Jesuits feel that you have given them up, 
and that your consideration for them is forced. Perhaps you will 
spare them, they will grow still more bitter against you . . . 
although my head is in a sad state to-day, I cannot help relieving 
my feelings to you about all the mischief that the good Father 
[La Chaise] has achieved with the King. . . . Father La Chaise 
wants to set right the harm he has done in the matter of Father 
Poisson, but he has more talent for evil than for good, and the 
reason is that his intentions are not honest. He complains greatly 
to the King of not being included among the [newly to be appointed] 
bishops. Such speeches remove the impression of kindness ; and 
I was malicious enough to tell him straight out that he need not 
be the enemy of the bishops, because he was not of their number. 

... On Sunday I saw Father Bourdaloue [a Jesuit and cele¬ 
brated preacher in Paris], who expressed to me the sorrow of the 
Society [of Jesus] at my appearing not to love them, on account 
of the estrangement between me and Father La Chaise. I answered 
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that it was not my fault, and that I was ready to meet any advance 
on their part.”* 

I have dwelt so long on Madame de Maintenon and her 
relations to the Jesuit La Chaise, because the Jesuits try 
to make the public believe that her unfavourable opinion 
of him was mainly based on “ forgeries ” by the Calvinist 
La Beaumelle. The testimony of the genuine letters of 
Madame de Maintenon is suppressed by the Jesuits.f 

The Jesuit La Chaise was followed by the Jesuit Tellier 
(or Letellier) in the post of Confessor to Louis XIV. His 
influence on the King and his policy was so great that 
even Cretineau-Joly admits that “ Letellier dominated 
(dominait) Louis XIV. 

Saint-Simon, who was personally acquainted with the 
Jesuit Tellier, draws a vivid picture of him: 

“ Till then Father Tellier was quite unknown to the King. He 
only knew his name, which, with five or six other Jesuit names, 
was on a list drawn up by Father La Chaise of those who would 
be suited to succeed him. Tellier had passed through every grade 
of the Society, having been Professor, Theologian, Rector and 
Provincial Scriptor. He had been commissioned [during the dispute 
about the Chinese rites] to defend the creed of Confucius. . . . 

* Lavallee, Correspondance generate de Madame de Maintenon (Paris, 1866), 4, 
52, 89, 161, 154, 161, 179 et seq., 310. The statement about the Jesuit Bourdaloue 
is also worthy of note. In the pulpit he played the part of the stem penitential 
preacher who attacks the loose morals of the court; in the boudoir of the former 
mistress and future wife of Louis XIV. he sued for her favour towards his Order. 

t The Jesuit Duhr deals in truly Jesuitical fashion with the doings of his 
fellow-Jesuit La Chaise (Jesuitenfdbdn (4), pp. 674-681). The seven pages he 
devotes to him are filled with timid elusion of the subject, an attempt to discredit 
sources that are unfavourable to La Chaise. But Duhr evades the real task which 
he should have attempted, to justify La Chaise’s conduct as the confessor of 
a king who was mastered by his passions. He says : “ We cannot here discuss 
the question whether any reproaches can be brought against this Jesuit and of 
what nature ; out only object is to clear away some of the fabulous deposit (sic) 
which has accumulated about this confessor in such masses that his person has 
become almost mythical ” (p. 674). We should imagine it was just these reproaches 
which were in question. 

J Cretineau-Joly, 4, 451. 
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He 'was a aealous partisan of Molinism [system of the Jesuit doctrine 
of grace which derived its name from the Jesuit Molina], and desired 
to erect the new dogmas of his Order on the ruins of the antago¬ 
nistic opinions. Educated in such principles and initiated into all 
the secrets of the Order, because of the genius which the Order 
discovered in him, he had, ever since entering it, lived only for 
the realisation of the principles of the Order, believing that for the 
attainment of this end everything was permissible. Of severe 
intellect, always on the alert, a foe to all frivolity and social pleasures. 
. . . All moderation was hateful to him, he only tolerated it 
under compulsion, or with the prospect of thus more surely attaining 
his goal. . . . His life was a hard one from inclination and habit. 
. . . Formed by the principles and policy of the Society of Jesus 
... he was thoroughly false, deceitful and malicious, concealing 
himself by a thousand folds and windings . . . scoffing at the 
most formal agreements if it no longer suited him to abide by them, 
and passionately pursuing those with whom they had been made. 
He was a terrible man, aiming at revolution both openly and 
secretly. . . . His outward appearance promised nothing else, 
and it kept its promises. If met in a forest, he would have inspired 
terror; his face was sombre and false ; his eyes were wicked, 
penetrating and crooked. That such a man, who had dedicated his 
body ana soul to the Order, who knew no other nourishment than 
its deepest secrets, and no other God but the Society . . . was 
in all other respects coarse, ignorant and insolent, knowing neither 
courtesy nor moderation, is not surprising. He had completed 
his training in the principles of the Order at Rome, and the Order 
had been compelled to send him back to France on account of the 
sensation caused by his book [on the Chinese rites] which had been 
placed on the Index. When he visited the King in his cabinet 
for the first time after his introduction, Bloin and Fagon were 
present. Fagon, leaning on his stick, closely watched his expression 
and movements. The King asked him whether he were related 
to the Le Telliers (a family of the old nobility). The Father bowed. 

‘ I, Sire, related to the lords of Le Tellier ? Far from it. I am a 
poor peasant’s son, from Normandy, where my father was a farmer.’ 
Fagon, whom nothing escaped, turned to Blois and said, pointing 
to the Jesuit: ‘ What a villain ! ’ (Quel sacre /). Nor was he mis- 
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taken in this strange judgment on a confessor. This Tellier had 
put on the manners and gestures of a man who was afraid of his 
position, and only accepted it out of obedience to his Order. I have 
dwelt in such detail on this new confessor, because he was the 
originator of those amazing storms under which even to this day 
State and Church, education and doctrine, and so many good 
people are suffering, and because I have a more immediate and 
exact knowledge of this terrible personality than anyone else at 
court.”* 

Saint-Simon also tells us with what perseverance 
Tellier sought his society, because he knew of the great 
influence which Saint-Simon possessed with the King and 
the Dukes of Berry and Orleans.f He concludes his 
account of Tellier with the words : 

“ He (Tellier) saw the King an old man and a Dauphin in his 
first childhood. His task with the King was an easy one . . . 
for he doubtless remembered the legacy of Father La Chaise, I mean 
the strange counsel which he gave him. He preferred to leave 
everything to the Jesuits rather than irritate them and expose 
himself to the chance of a dagger.”}; 

Saint-Simon also gives a character sketch of the Jesuit 
Bermudez, Confessor at the Court of Madrid, in connection 
with which we may note that Saint-Simon, during his 
stay at Madrid as French ambassador, had a good deal 
of intercourse with Bermudez. 

“ Bermudez, a Spaniard to the core, hated France and the 
French, and was secretly devoted to the House of Austria and 
connected with the whole Italian cabal.”§ 

The predecessor of Bermudez in the office of Confessor 
to the King was his fellow-Jesuit d’Aubanton, who played 
the same important political part in Spain as his co- Jesuits, 
Caussin, Co ton, La Chaise, Tellier, etc., in France, and 


* Memoires, p. 240. 
} Pp. 9, 431. 


t Pp. 240 and 9, 231. 
§ Pp. 19, 133. 
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Becan, Lamormaini, etc., at Vienna. D’Aubanton, 
formerly Assistant to the General in Rome and, as Saint- 
Simon asserts, the author of the bull unigenitus directed 
against the Jansenists, which caused so much trouble and 
disturbance, had succeeded the Jesuit Robinet as the 
Kin g’s Confessor.* 

“ Ce changement de confesseur” says Saint-Simon, 
“fut un grand et long malkeur four les deux couronnes ” 
(France and Spain). 

The importance which d’Aubanton attached to himself 
and his position as the King’s Confessor, and the value 
set by the Order on the appointment of one of its members, 
may be gathered from an interesting communication of 
d’Alembert’s, f 

D’Aubanton had induced Louis XIV. to arrange that 
Philip V. of Spain should take a Jesuit confessor, in the 
first instance d’Aubanton himself. And the regular 
appointment of a Jesuit as the King’s confessor in Madrid 
was laid down, owing to the influence of the Jesuits, as 
an essential condition of a good understanding between 
France and Spain, in a secret article in the Treaty of 
Peace of 1720.J 

One of the most adroit political agents of his day was 
the Jesuit Monod, Confessor of the Duchess Christine of 
Savoy, daughter of Henry IV. of France. Her husband, 
Victor Amadeo I. of Savoy, often made use of Monod for 
diplomatic missions. His biographer, Raimond, says of 
him in the Biographic universelle : 

“ Monod ruled over Paris, Madrid, Rome and Turin. Cardinal 
Richelieu recognised the danger of Monod, who had combined with 
his fellow-Jesuit Caussin, the Confessor of Louis XIII., and succeeded 
in bringing about the banishment of both Jesuits from court.” 

* Memoires, 11, 110. t D’Alembert, CEuvres (Paris, 1805), 10, 57. 

| Cf. Dollinger-Reusch, I., 102. 

§ Gregoire, Histoire des Confesseurs, pp. 193, 194. 
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Very discreditable was the part played by the confessor 
of Duke Charles IV. of Lorraine, the Jesuit Cheminet. 

“ He supported the Duke in his desire for a separation from 
his wife, to whom he had been married for twelve years, in order 
to marry a Mademoiselle de Cantecroix. And this though he was 
also confessor to the Duchess ! Rome decided in 1664 against the 
amorous Duke and the accommodating Jesuit.”* 

A marked hostility to Germany characterises the polit¬ 
ical activity of the Jesuit Vervaux, under Maximilian I. 
of Bavaria. 

Vervaux was Maximilian’s confessor and, as Stein- 
berger admits, “ may be regarded as the type of an accom¬ 
modating court theologian.” In the spring of 1645 he 
was sent, with the cognisance and approval of his Superiors 
(as is shown by a letter addressed by the Provincial of the 
Upper German Province, Nicasius Widmanns, to the Head 
of the Jesuit Professed-House in Paris), by Maximilian 
to Paris to pave the way for an understanding between 
France and Bavaria. Vervaux set out on this distinctly 
political embassy under the alias and with the outward 
appearance of Chevalier Baptiste de Clorans, on March 3rd, 
1645. On April 5th and 11th Clorans-Vervaux had inter¬ 
views with Mazarin which, however, led to no result, and 
the Chevalier Jesuit returned to Munich on May 22nd, 
without having accomplished his purpose. | 

Two years later Vervaux composed a report for his 
penitent Maximilian I., in which he once more advocated 
an alliance with Bavaria and France, on the ground that 
it was lawful, honourable, and necessary. The document 
ends with the words : 

“ If the matter turns out well, the Austrians and 

* Gregoire, Histoire des Confesseurs, p. 181. 

t For details and documentary proofs, see Steinberger, Die Jesuiten und die 
Friedensfrage, pp. 41-75. 



Court Confessors 


191 

Spaniards will show honour to those whom they used to 
despise, and take up a more suitable attitude.” 

This clearly shows that it was not with a view to 
conquering the Protestant Powers that the Jesuit Vervaux 
desired the alliance between France and Bavaria, and that 
this was not a question of religious denominationalism, 
which would have made the opinion of a confessor seem 
natural. No, this Jesuit was intervening in actual politics ; 
and the Jesuit proposal was even directed against Spain 
and Austria, Catholic Powers.* 

That the princes did not always select Jesuit confessors 
of their own free will, but were often driven by threats 
to surrender these influential posts to this powerful Order, 
is evident from a communication made by Mareehal, 
physician-in-ordinaTy to Louis XIY. of France. 

Mareehal informed the Duke and Duchess of Saint- 
Simon that the King had told him the following: The 
Jesuit La Chaise, for so many years his confessor, had urged 
upon him (the King) shortly before his death to choose 
his next confessor also from the Jesuit Order. He was 
influenced, he said, in making this request only by his 
desire for the King’s interests. He (La Chaise) knew his 
Order well, and although the many slanders spread abroad 
about it were untrue, yet he could only repeat that “ he 
knew his Order well, and on that account implored the 
King to accede to his request; the Society was very 
widely disseminated and composed of the most various 
persons, for whom it was not possible always to be respon¬ 
sible ; he besought the King not to drive the Society of 
Jesus to extremities, for it was easy to play him a nasty 
trick (un mauvais coup)” Saint-Simon adds: “ It was 
the consideration of this power of the Order which induced 
Henri IY. to favour the Jesuits. . . . Louis was not 
superior to Henri IV.; he was careful to bear in mind 

* Steinbarger, Die Jesuiten und die Friedensjrage, p. 97 <tt eeq. 
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the revelations of Father La Chaise, and avoided exposing 
himself to the revenge of the Society of Jesus by choosing 
his confessors from outside their ranks. He wished to 
live and to live in security. He therefore commissioned 
the Dukes of Chevreuse and Beauvillier to inquire with 
all due precautions which of the Jesuits he had better 
take as his confessor.”* 

Not infrequently the Order encountered difficulties, in 
ins tituting the appointment of princely confessors, from 
the bishops, who were not always in agreement with the 
morale aisee of the Jesuit directors. But the Jesuits 
managed skilfully to set aside the difficulties. A par¬ 
ticularly striking instance of this occurred in the case of 
one of the numerous Jesuit confessors of Louis XY. of 
France, who, doubtless, was in special need of a legitimised 
morale aisee. The Archbishop of Paris, Cardinal de 
Noailles, refused the jurisdiction of the King to the 
Jesuit de Lignieres, so that Ligni&res would not have been 
able to absolve the King.f What action was taken by 
advice of the Jesuit ? 

“ Le roi se rendit d Saint-Cyr, qui dependoit du diocese 
de Chartres , oil il fut confess e par le pere de Lignieres , et, 
pour soustraire celui-ci a la jurisdiction du Cardinal de 
Noailles , on Venvoya d Pontoise, qui etait alors du diocese 
de Rouen. On obtint ensuite un href du Pape qui permettoit 
au roi de choisir pour confesseur tel ecclesiastique qu’il 
voudroit, pourvu qviiil fut approuve par V ordinaire, en 
declarant que le roi ne devoit etre repute diaucun diocese 
particvlier.”% 


* Memoires, 6 , 238 et seq. 

j- In order that a priest, even if a member of an Order, may hear confessions 
he must be “ approved ” by his diocesan bishop and equipped with jurisdiction. 
The priestly consecration alone (potestas ordinis) does not entitle him to hear 
confessions ; to it must be added the potestas jurisdictionis of the ecclesiastical 
authorities. 

J Memoires de la Begence (La Haye, 1737), 3, 153. Gregoire, p. 119. 
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If we assume that Jesus Christ did really institute 
confession, what would He have said to such confession 
and absolution on the part of His Society ? 

And now a word as to the material position of the 
Jesuits who acted as princely confessors. 

The Jesuit confessor of the King of France received 
an annual salary of 6,854 livres, of which 300 went in the 
upkeep of a carriage. Whenever the confessor dined at 
court a banquet of six courses had to be served him.* 
Louis XIV. had presented to his confessor, the Jesuit La 
Chaise, a beautiful country-house as a place of retirement. 
It stood on the spot where is now the celebrated cemetery, 
which takes its name, Pere La Chaise, from the Royal 
Confessor. The Jesuit d’Aubanton, Royal Confessor at f 
Madrid, drew a salary of 4,000 livres. f 

I may conclude this section with a few quotations, 
partly from Jesuits themselves, partly from other persons, 
regarding Jesuit politics and the confessors of princes. 

A very interesting insight into the views of the Order 
as to the spiritual direction of princes is afforded by a 
secret report of the Yisitator of the Upper German Province 
of the year 1596, the Jesuit Paul Hoffaus: 

“ The preseat Pope too [Clement VIII.], speaking, as is piously 
believed, in the words of God, whose Vicar he is on earth, has 
publicly reproached us with interfering in the affairs of princes 
and states, and trying in a measure to rule the world according to 
our views. That is why the last General Congregation [the fifth, 
1593-94] has bidden us by the strictest decrees $ to keep aloof from 
such matters. And if we do not at last become wise, frightened by 
so many evil consequences, it is to be feared that we may some 
day feel the avenging hand of God, to our far greater injury. True, 
it is said that our confessors, who are the spiritual counsellors of 
princes, should be more leniently judged in this respect. Yet they 

* Journal historique de Trevoux (Verdun, April, 1709), p. 247. 

f Saint-Simon, Memoires, 16, 205. t Decret. 47, 79 ; cf. p. 133, 134. 
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ought to know that it is a question here of a prohibition in the 
Constitutions and in the decrees of the above-mentioned Congre¬ 
gations, and also consider that the permission is only accorded to 
them by a dispensation, assuming that both parties receive the 
dispensation and not one only. But such a dispensation must only 
be moderately and prudently used, so that no evil consequences 
may ensue for the Society and, which is of most importance, that 
greater spiritual benefits, which should be undertaken to the honour 
of God and the salvation of our neighbour, may not be hindered. 
Would that the confessors might carefully observe the words of the 
dispensation, which perhaps refers only to doubtful cases, where 
it is not sufficiently certain whether the matter touches the con¬ 
science but little or not at all, while it is possible that the wish 
of our General [Acquaviva] is that our people should take no part 
at all in purely political matters, or only in cases when a prince 
is in grievous sorrow, or would be greatly distressed or offended 
if his confessor were to refuse his services in a particular case. 
Further, as intervention in worldly affairs is so much opposed to 
our Institute that we cannot but fear that God will refuse His aid 
to our deliberations on these matters, and our counsel might 
therefore direct the prince to the wrong road, it seems advisable 
that the confessors, as far as is possible, should refrain from lightly 
urging the prince to this or that course without the advice of the 
Superior of the Order, and that they should rather urge him first 
to seek advice from his own counsellors before he invites our members 
to give their advice. Else the prince’s counsellors might be justified 
in imagining that politics were conducted according to the views 
of the Jesuits, and that they were only consulted proforma without 
any result, which would be wounding to them and also injurious 
to us. I do not say this in order to entangle the confessors and lay 
snares for them, but rather to warn them not to enter too securely 
and freely into temporal discussions, but with a certain wholesome 
fear and moderation, and rather avoid such matters, as far as this 
can be done in seemly fashion and without giving offence.”* 

* Prom Reuach, Beitrdge zur Oeschichte des Jesuitenordens: Zeitschrift fur 
Kirehengeschichte (1894), p. 265 et seg. Reuach rests his statements on unpublished 
documents in the State Archives at Munich, to which he had access in the 
original* 
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The Jesuit Viller also speaks some plain words, which 
throw a strong light on the attitude of the Jesuit Order 
towards the office of princely confessor. 

Viller, Father Confessor of Archduke Charles of Styria, 
was one of the most influential Jesuits of Austria; for 
many years he filled the most important posts in the 
Order—those of Rector and Provincial. Because of the 
great favour he enjoyed at court, he had many envious 
enemies, who denounced him secretly to the General. He 
defended himself in several long and outspoken letters. 
On June 8th, 1598, he wrote to the Jesuit Duras, German 
Assistant to General Acquaviva : 

“ In the early days of our Society we all rejoiced if one of us 
found favour with a prince, and our efforts were directed towards 
the end of winnin g the favour of princes. Now there are some who 
are angry and envious if any one is in favour and labours with 
good result. Under the pretence of virtue they show zeal for 
the discipline of the Society and are filled with envy.”* * 

In a letter addressed by the Jesuit Francisco Antonio, 
Confessor to the Empress Maria, wife of Maximilian II., 
to the General Mercurian, on April 30th, 1576, we read: 

“ There is not a bishop, ambassador, or lord who would not 
desire to have some Jesuits in attendance ; the door [to the princely 
courts] which is closed by the vows after profession, appears in a 
fashion to be reopened in this way. For there is no lack of those 
who seek after such posts with princes, and this leads to many 
abuses. In the first place they grow accustomed to a certain liberty, 
which is little in harmony with our rules. . . . Finally, there is 
little spiritual advantage to be gained by it: it leads to ill reports 
about the Society, as people notice that our members tolerate con¬ 
siderable abuses at the courts or else refuse to see them, only 
because they desire to enjoy this liberty and honour.”f 

* Duhr, p. 49. 

f Duhr, who gives an extract from this letter (in die Jesuiten an den deutschen 
Furetenhofen des 16 ten Jahrhunderts, Freiburg, 1901, p. 16), describes it as a 
‘ somewhat one-sided exposition.” Its contents would probably appear even 
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In a letter to Leschasser, of March 27th, 1612, Paolo 
Sarpi reports: 

“Many as were the intrigues which they [the Jesuits] stirred 
up against us [ i.e. Venice, from which territory the Jesuits had 
been expelled], they cannot be compared with those which they 
have set on foot in Constantinople. For there they are doing all 
in their power to stir up the Turks against us.”* 

A manuscript report by Leibnitz, of August 28th, 1682, 
contains this passage: 

“ Dans quelques jours nous reprendrons cette matiere , 
ou nous verrons combien il est peu a propos que les Eccle- 
siastiques se melent des affaires d’Estat , et principalment 
les Jesuites, qui sont aujourd'huy si puissans , qu’il leur 
est forte aise de pancher la balance du coste , quails croyent 
le plus a leur bienseance , et ce coste est apparamment celuy 
de la France, d laqueUe il est evident que ces bons peres 
veuillent sacrifier le trone imperial , en quoy peutestre its 
reussiront , si on continue d les consulter et d les croire d 
la cour de Vienne.”If 

The following is from an Italian manuscript preserved 
in the Bibliotheque Nationale in Paris : J “ Instruction 
to princes as to the manner in which the Jesuits rule ” : 

“ As among the reports which the Provincials send in there 
are also some which deal with the character, inclinations and 
intentions of the various princes, the General and his Assistants 
in Rome are placed in a position to survey and judge of the political 

more one-sided; i.e. they would throw an even stronger light on the Jesuit 
pursuit of the office of confessor at princely courts, forbidden by the Constitutions, 
if Duhr had published the letter in full, and not in an extract, which doubtless 
was garbled. 

* Le Bret, Magazin (Frankfort, 1773), 3, 542. The Magazine for the use 
of political and ecclesiastical history as well as of ecclesiastical law of Catholic 
princes in respect of their clergy,” by Johann Friedrich Le Bret (Frankfort and 
Leipzig, 1773-78), 10 vols., contains a number of valuable and rare documents 
on the history of the Jesuit Order. 

f Onno Klopp, Die toerke von Leibniz (Hanover, 1866), V. 169 et eeq. 

{ Fond* itcdiens, No. 986. j *. 
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state of the world and to regulate the attitude of the Order in 
accordance with its own interests. In particular, the confessions, 
which a great many of the Catholic nobility and many Catholic 
princes make to the Jesuits, are a means of procuring for the Order 
a knowledge of important matters, an object for which princes 
have to pay large sums to ambassadors and spies, but which now 
only costs the Jesuits the money for postage. In the same manner 
they also learn the disposition of the subjects and know which 
of them are well-disposed to the princes and which are not. . . • 
In Rome the Jesuits constantly swarm around the cardinals, 
ambassadors and prelates, and inquire about everything that 
occurs or is about to occur, and try to turn it to their own 
advantage, so that events of importance often have an entirely 
different issue from that which the princes desire. The greater 
part of the business of Christendom passes through their hands. 
They prevailed on Gregory XIII. to order all legates and nuncios 
to take Jesuits as their companions and confidants. . . . Jesuits 
who are taken into the confidence of a prince seek advice imme¬ 
diately of the General about matters of importance and follow his 
directions.”* 

Macaulay sums up his judgment in these words : 

“ They glided from one Protestant country to another, under 
innumerable disguises, as gay Cavaliers, as simple rustics, as Puritan 
preachers. ”t 

Cretineau-Joly, who writes in the pay of the Order, 
takes up a peculiar position. He cannot deny the enormous 
influence of the Jesuit Order on the political conditions 
of Europe. But he discovers a theory of justification. 

“ In the intention of Loyola politics were certainly excluded 
from his institution ; but in the sixteenth century all matters of 
the court and diplomacy, and even the wars, had a religious basis. 
. . . The Jesuits were, therefore, compelled to intervene in 
political and social movements.” + 

* From Huber, Geachichie des Jesuitenordena (Munich, 1873), p. 101 el seq. 

| Macaulay’s History, Chap. VI. J Cretineau-Joly, 2, 175. 
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And feeling that he has thus cleared the way, he 
boldly bears testimony to the gigantic political power of 
the Order. 

“ Colbert, Louvois, Seignelai, Pontchartrain, and Croissy, the 
Ministers of Louis XIV., were encompassed by the counsels of 
Father Antoine Verjus [a Jesuit]; the Marshal of Luxemburg and 
Villars sought his opinion in affairs of importance ; the Count of 
Crecy, the French ambassador at the German Reichstag, did not 
wish to be the only one deprived of the illumination of the Jesuits 
[lumieres]. He besought Louis XIV. to obtain for him this diplo¬ 
matic helper (cet auxiliaire diplomatique ) from the Superiors of the 
Order, and accordingly Father Verjus was instructed [by his 
Superiors] to repair to Germany. There the breadth of his intellect 
and the moderation of his character soon won for him the regard 
of Catholic and even Protestant princes. Baron von Schwerin, 
ambassador of the Elector of Brandenburg, Grote, the Hanoverian 
ambassador, both zealous Lutherans, were among his best friends. 
. . . The most celebrated parliamentarians [of France] followed 
the pious counsels of [the Jesuit] Jean Crasset.” * 


* Ibid., 4, 468 et seq . 



CHAPTER XX 


SCHOLASTIC YEARS AT WYNANDSRADE, BLYENBECK AND 

DITTON HALL 

I passed my time as a scholastic of the Society of Jesus 
(a name, as I have shown, but little suited to the 
Jesuit Order) in the colleges at Wynandsrade, Blyenbeck 
(in Holland), and at Ditton Hall, in England. I will 
deal shortly with this period of seven years, 1880 - 87 . 

Notwithstanding the variety of times and places, there 
is nothing but uniformity to record about the external 
part of the life. I was surrounded everywhere by the 
same daily routine and customs. Life in the Jesuit Order, 
especially during the training (i.e. the scholastic period), 
goes on like absolutely regular and even clockwork. To 
the scholastic the days from four in the morning to nine at 
night are identical—religious exercises, studies, recreation ; 
recreation, studies and religious exercises always follow 
each other at exactly the same intervals. 

I do not wish to find fault with this; rather the con¬ 
trary. Uniformity and regularity are desirable during 
the training of members of every profession, if they are 
to be qualified for prominent positions. Still no other 
calling, not even that of a soldier, is as regular and unevent¬ 
ful as that of the Jesuits. In all other professions some 
time and space are available for individual activity and 
for freedom, since no other calling aims at destroying the 
personality of the individual. But the Jesuit Order is 
determined to transform the whole man into the whole 
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Jesuit; hence the suppression of all freedom, even in 
external matters. Even recreation, which would seem to 
be necessarily connected with liberty and individuality, 
is used for compulsion and restraint. For the Superior 
arranges exactly with whom every one is to associate either 
during the two daily recreation hours after dinner and 
supper, or the two weekly walks. The scholastics are 
not allowed any freedom in choosing their companions. 
Here also the system of turmae prevails. They are also 
strictly forbidden to abstain from recreation, although real 
recreation might frequently be found in doing so. 

This inflexible uniformity of the external life, which 
knows hardly any exception, and which divides the 
scholastic’s year 365 times into mathematically equal 
parts and particles, is a means, gentle yet irresistible, of 
killing personal individuality. The polishing and planing 
of the personality which is set up in the novitiate with 
intensive force, transforming human beings into easily and 
noiselessly rolling balls, is also active in the scholasticate. 
For, since the balls are living, it is possible that angles 
may grow out again. Anything of the kind must be 
prevented. Hence the perpetual motion of the evenly 
working machine of exterior Jesuit life. 

Another result of this system which is advantageous to 
the Order must be mentioned. The continual occupation 
under constant and strict supervision, the absolute lack 
of really free time in which individuality may realise and 
assert itself, essentially restrict free thought. There is no 
time for pondering over doubts and difficulties which the 
life of the Order may suggest. Consequently opposition 
to the Jesuit system cannot develop. Minutely regulated 
activity overrides obscurity, doubt and opposition. 

The studies which I had to pursue also belong to the 
exterior life of this period. They were the Humanities 
and Rhetoric at Wynandsrade (1880-81), Philosophy at 
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Blyenbeck (1881-83), and Theology at Ditton Hall 
(1883-87). I shall deal with them separately. 

My inner life within this rigid frame was stirring 
enough. In spite of everything, I had not become a “ ball ” 
during my novitiate. I had retained my individuality; 
it had maintained its ground against all the levelling 
discipline. But, just because of its strength, it exposed 
me to the severest pain, though in the end it led to the 
joy of freedom after long and hard years of struggle. 

My Rector at Wynandsrade was the Jesuit Hermann 
Nix, the same who played so ugly a part behind the scenes 
in the Hartmann-Ebenhoch trial. 

In reality, it is not the duty of a Jesuit Rector to 
be the regular spiritual guide of his subordinates; the 
spiritual father (who at Wynandsrade was the Jesuit 
Eberschweiler) was there for that purpose, but Nix took 
upon himself this function, at least so far as we scholastics 
—and especially I myself—were concerned. 

I laid bare my soul to him and unreservedly submitted 
myself to his guidance. And it is due to the Jesuit Nix 
that I did not even then leave the Order, but rather pursued 
the thorny path with greater firmness. Again and again, 
by day and by night—for the struggle continued even at 
night, with unflinching constancy and untiring patience— 
this I willingly grant—he strove to bring my self-asserting 
ego under the yoke of a delusive belief in Church and Order. 
Again and again he pointed out the great and shining 
goal—the glory of God—when I wished to forsake the 
holy calling, and from my own religious idealism he forged 
the chains to fetter me to the Jesuit idol. How I hate 
him, this typical Jesuit—warm-hearted and cold, idealistic 
and prosaic, gentle and harsh, pious and godless, con¬ 
scientious and utterly unscrupulous, passionate and coldly 
calculating. He, who was neither a Master of the Novices 
nor even a spiritual Father, fastened the burden of the 
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Jesuit life so firmly upon me that the knot held for fourteen 
years. Nevertheless, I must thank him on two scores. 

All the energy latent within me was awakened and 
guided by him to definite action. To his teaching I owe 
the skill and strength, which I have been obliged to draw 
upon so frequently up to the present day, to overcome 
apparently insurmountable difficulties. And—most impor¬ 
tant of all—should I have been capable of fighting against 
Ultramontane Rome and Jesuitism with thorough know¬ 
ledge, and thereby performing a work of enlightenment for 
mankind, if I had left the Order at Wynandsrade after 
a novitiate of two years ? Never ! I should again have 
become what I was previously, and what millions are 
to-day—a Catholic who devoutly, although perhaps not 
without inner difficulties, jogs along on the appointed path. 
Above all, this book, which throws light and truth on 
the Jesuit Order, would have remained unwritten had it 
not been for the Jesuit Nix. Consequently I thank him, 
notwithstanding my hatred. 

When I passed in July, 1880, from the novitiate at 
Exaeten into the scholasticate at Wynandsrade, there 
was indeed considerable uneasiness within me, but on the 
whole I stood with firm feet on the trodden path of the 
Order. This was soon, almost suddenly, changed at 
Wynandsrade. 

A profound change took place on November 13th, 
1880, almost in one night, with the taking of the vow. It 
was not that I objected to the wording of the vow. Far 
from it! I wished to be poor, chaste and obedient. But 
the uneasy feeling which had already frequently troubled 
me, that the Jesuit Order was not what it appeared to be, 
and that there were dark abysses under my feet, took 
possession of me with a power previously unknown. Two 
forces now began a hard conflict within me. 

The Ultramontane Jesuit point of view which had 
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been fostered in me by inheritance and training gave 
its verdict, which was powerfully strengthened by 
family tradition and religious beliefs, in favour of the 
Order. Nature rose in opposition to it. I wanted to 
believe in the goodness of the Jesuit Order, and to maintain 
undisturbed the ideal picture formed of it from the first 
years of my childhood, but I could not. The voices 
sounding from Church and family, belief and tradition, 
raised no living echo in my innermost soul. Doubt and 
oppression lived there because they were natural. Such 
tormenting conditions arose for soul and body that words 
may not even suggest them. The life of the spirit and the 
nervous system suffered severely. Not that I became 
confused in thought or neurasthenic. But, in spite of 
clearness of thought, strength of will and outward peace, 
there arose in me an agonising tumult which caused every 
chord of my soul and every fibre of my body to tremble. 
For weeks—for months, indeed—I did not sleep. My bed 
became a rack of indescribable misery. The hours from 
nine at night to four or five in the morning, in which I 
was defencelessly exposed to the inner conflict without 
possibility of outer diversion—for I was strictly forbidden 
to seek relief by getting up and occupying myself with 
other things—were hours of torture in the worst sense of 
the word. And then the long day lasted from four in the 
morning to nine at night, and all the time I was obliged 
to fulfil my duties under constraint. Nobody must notice 
anything of my inner suffering; I had to be equable, 
even cheerful. The cries and the bitter weeping of my 
tortured soul had to be suppressed. Certainly I found 
some help in the prescribed occupations. But of what 
kind were they ? I, a man of twenty-eight, having passed 
my matriculation and law examinations and done some 
practical legal work, sat on the form with boys of eighteen, 
did Latin and Greek exercises, wrote compositions, and 



204 


Fourteen Years a Jesuit 


learnt grammatical rules and poems like a pupil of the 
second class. 

And this was not all, not even the worst. 

Along with my doubts about the Order arose doubts 
in connection with my religion and my Church. That 
which years before had vaguely troubled me, and years 
later was the real cause of my leaving the Order, then 
appeared for the first time in clear form. 

For if my belief in certain dogmas of the Roman 
Catholic Church, and thus in the Church itself, had not 
given way previously, I should never have left the Jesuit 
Order, but should have sought and found strength, through 
belief in the Church and the support of her judgment 
that the Order was good, to sacrifice my judgment and 
my desires, and by trampling my individuality under 
foot, have followed in the path of the Order to the end. 
But when the rock of the Church crumbled under my 
feet, naturally the Jesuit erection founded on it also 
collapsed. 

I have mentioned in the first part of this book the 
difficulties and terror which the dogma of the Real Pres¬ 
ence of Christ in the Sacrament had caused me even in 
childhood, and how, later, my belief in the doctrine of 
the Church regarding the Virgin Mary and her adoration 
also received a rude shock. These two dark clouds again 
appeared on my religious horizon at Wynandsrade simul¬ 
taneously with the doubts about the Order. 

Only those who know from personal and practical 
experience the intimate connection of these particular 
doctrines concerning Christ and the Virgin Mary with 
Catholic feeling, and the manner in which they form the 
pivot of the Catholic faith, can estimate the awfulness 
for a Catholic heart when they begin to totter and fall. . 
It is no exaggeration to say that the sun seems to be 
extinguished when these religious stars begin to fade. 



Scholastic Years 


205 


I shall deal with the difficulties concerning the sacra¬ 
ment of the altar when speaking of my stay at the Ditton 
Hall Theological College, because they are closely con¬ 
nected with formal theology, but I will say at once 
what is necessary about the Virgin Mary and her adoration. 
For, although the Virgin Mary and her adoration are also 
connected with dogma, and are consequently also concep¬ 
tions of formal theology, scholarly theology has abandoned 
them more completely than other religious doctrines. 
They have really passed over into the popular conscious¬ 
ness, into everyday Catholic sentiment, so to speak. 

In the Catholic Church the adoration of the Virgin 
has assumed forms which not only directly and manifestly 
contradict the position occupied by Mary in the Scriptures, 
but have also become so unlovely in themselves and 
so unreligious that their continuance—indeed, their con¬ 
tinually increasing grotesque developments—can only be 
explained by the general suppression of intellect and 
judgment which broods like darkness over the high and 
low Ultramontane Catholic world. 

Now this adoration of the Virgin and the work of its 
further development lie in the peculiar domain of the 
Jesuit Order. In the course of time it has led to a fearful 
development of a pseudo-religious and pseudo-mystical 
nature. And even to the present day the Jesuit litera¬ 
ture dealing with the Virgin is a collection of the most 
extravagant doctrines and assertions, and, above all, of 
the wildest devotional practices and miraculous stories. I 
have already, in previous chapters, cited examples of the 
ascetic practices of the Marian Congregations in honour of 
the Virgin. . 

The following dates from the time when the Order was 
in its prime, shortly before its suppression : 

In the middle of the eighteenth century the Jesuits 
held a service at Munich in honour of the Virgin Mary’s 
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comb. A poem and a portion from a sermon regarding 
the Virgin’s hair will illustrate the service :— 

Gott der alle Haarlem zdhlet, 

Hat ihm diese auserwdhlet, 

Mir seynd diese wenig Haarlem 
Werther drum als alle Perlein. 

Absolons goldgdbe Locken, 

Schatz ich mehr nicht, als die Flocken, 

Er selbst gilt bei mir sehr weing . 

1st ja nur ein Eichelkonig. 

Dock Maria deine Locken, 

Mich zu deiner Lid) anlocken, 

Schonste Jungfrau, deine Strehnen 
Pfleg ich allzeit anzuflehnen. 

Wie im Hoherdied zu lesen, 

Seynd der Brauthaar Pfeil gewesen, 

Ich befiehl mich deinen Haaren, 

Die dem Gespons so angenehm waren. 

Steh uns bei in alien Gefahren, 

Deck uns zu mil deinen Haaren, 

Fuhre uns an deinen Locken 
In die Stadt, wo alle frohlocken. 

From the sermon : “A janizary, living in Constantinople, 
had such thick hair that no bullet was able to injure him. 
The hair of our dear Lady resembles this janizary’s hair. 
Come, therefore, dear Christian, if thou wilt be bullet¬ 
proof, here into the Hair Chapel of our dear Lady. Hide 
behind the miraculous hair of the Mother of God and the 
bullets of thine enemies will not harm thee. Thou wilt 
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stand in the middle of the storm of bullets, as though 
encased in a woollen bag, if thou art a servant of Mary’s 
hair, for Mary’s hair shields her janizaries.”* 

The Jesuit Pemble published a booklet of the Virgin 
Mary, “ Pietas quotidiana erga S. D. Matrem Mariam ,” in 
which, amongst other things, he recommends the following 
devotional exercises in her honour : 

“ We should say at all hours : ‘ Holy Mary, make us 
gentle and chaste ’; scourge ourselves or box our ears 
and offer the blows to God through Mary’s hands; always 
carry a picture of the Mother of God on our breast; 
write or grave Mary’s holy name on the breast with our 
fingers, if not with a knife; kiss Mary’s name whenever 
it occurs in reading; cover ourselves over modestly at 
night so that Mary’s chaste eyes may not be offended; 
lie between Christ’s wounds and Mary’s breast and draw 
thence as much grace as possible; desire rather to be out 
of the world or in hell if Mary had not lived; keep our 
eyes so in check as not even to see a bare calf or toe on 
lying down or getting up; beat the breast eleven times— 
eleven thousand would be more devout—possibly with a 
stone in the hand, in remembrance of the eleven thousand 
virgins, worshippers of the Virgin Mary, who followed in 
the train of St. Ursula [which eleven thousand virgins are 
still honoured in Cologne]; hang a rope round the neck 
and recognise ourselves as vassals of the blessed Virgin; 
eat no apples, because Mary remained free from the sin 
of eating an apple [in Paradise]; pray to Mary that she 
may give us a pleasant dream of herself.” f 

Such “ religious ” aberrations, which are even now 
expressed in hundreds and thousands of “ pious ” Jesuit 
monstrosities, had always been difficult for me to digest, 
notwithstanding my Catholic belief in the Virgin Mary. In 

* From the collected works of A. v. Bucher, I., 87, 88. 

■f Ibid., L, 144 et seq. 
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the Jesuit Order this food was set before me again in 
various shapes. 

The Jesuit Hermann Nix had a special reverence for 
the Virgin Mary. He frequently said that this was de¬ 
rived from his patron saint, the blessed Hermann Joseph, 
a monk of Cologne, who lived in the Middle Ages, and 
had become distinguished through a specially intimate 
relation with Mary. Wynandsrade was extremely rich in 
pictures and statues of Mary, sickly sweet productions 
of no artistic value. Our thoughts and senses were 
directed to Mary in every possible way. Orations were 
made in her honour, poems had also to be composed, even 
by such as, for example myself, had no trace of a 
poetic gift. This superfluity of cant regarding the Virgin 
re-awakened my old contradictory spirit. The pictures 
of distorted and turbulent piety which I had observed at 
such places of pilgrimage as Kevelaer, Lourdes, Einsiedeln, 
again arose before me. They all appeared to me impious 
and unwholesome. But since the Jesuit Order—indeed, 
the Church herself—defended these things, I appeared 
to myself wrong-headed and wicked on account of my 
contrary feelings, and severe conflicts ensued. 

What attitude did my spiritual guide, the Jesuit Nix, 
take towards these inward conflicts ? I have already 
said that he helped me over these difficulties. But how ? 

Firstly, the ancient and simple pacifying method, 
which has been resurrected and developed by the Jesuits, 
was employed with masterly skill by this man, who was 
ready for any emergency : “ All these things are tempta¬ 
tions of the devil; he grudges you your happiness and the 
certainty of Heaven, which he himself has lost.” 

Consequently Satan was conjured up. Difficulties 
and misgivings concerning Faith and the Jesuit Order, 
which originate in the creed and organisation of the Order, 
do not exist and may not exist. The wickedness of our 
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own nature and the promptings of a personal devil are 
the sole sources of all religious revolt. I repeat what I 
have already said: What do not the Roman Church and 
its Orders owe to the devil, that great ultramontane sheep¬ 
dog ? The keeping alive of the belief in the Prince of 
Darkness is literally a vital matter for ultramontane 
Rome. Hence the enormous, yearly increasing, ultra¬ 
montane Catholic devil-literature, with all its absurd 
superstitions. 

Naturally the fear of the devil also took effect in my 
case, the more so as Nix deepened it by all kinds of 
hints and tales of his own activity and that of other 
Jesuits in succouring souls obviously attacked by the 
evil one. 

Nix, who was so clever in religious and psychological 
matters, combined two other influences with the infernal 
one: the appeal to my idealistic nature, which was made 
by indicating the glory of God, and the goading on of 
ascetic pride under the disguise of religion, which ensued 
through dwelling on the thought that only those chosen 
for high and great purposes are exposed to such attacks : 
the gold of holiness must be extracted in the crucible of 
suffering. 

In my state of mind at that time no more was required. 
I issued so triumphantly (really, so overcome) from the 
battle that my nature, like a well-trained dog, obeyed for 
years. A single effort of the will sufficed to quell my 
strongest resistance. I marched forward over a field 
strewn with the corpses of natural feelings and judgments. 

Nix must have informed the General of the Order of 
my victory, for towards the end of my stay at Wynandsrade 
I received a letter from the General, old Father Beckx, 
in which he expressed himself as greatly pleased with my 
“ progress in virtue.” 

The year at Wynandsrade was given over to ascetic 
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practices owing to the struggle just described. I could not 
do enough in the way of self-conquest, denial of personal 
inclinations and humiliations. 

A lay brother suffered from consumption, combined 
with a tormenting cough, and he had not the strength to 
expectorate the mucus. I asked permission to be with 
him a good deal, and frequently removed with my finger 
the clogging mucous masses from the patient’s mouth 
and pharyngeal cavity. The school routine, with its 
tasks, etc., was an abomination to me. But no real 
pupil of the second or first class carried out his schoolboy 
tasks more zealously than I, although I was twenty-eight 
years old. I begged frequently for permission to perform 
kitchen-service, which was particularly exhausting because 
it shortened considerably the already scanty recreation 
time. The ancestral seat of my family, Hoensbroech 
Castle, is situated quite close to Wynandsrade. Strangely 
enough, I had never been there. I had an ardent desire 
to see the fine structure, the cradle of my race. I inten¬ 
tionally avoided going even into its vicinity during our 
walks until the Jesuit Nix, having heard of this, commanded 
me to go there. A sacrifice of my life which I attempted 
at Wynandsrade also deserves to be mentioned. The 
Jesuit asceticism (in common with the general ultramontane 
asceticism) recognises and commends the sacrificing of 
the individual’s life for that of another in peril when it is 
more precious than his own; i.e. God, “ the Lord of life 
and death,” is begged to take the offered life and permit 
the other to continue. The conditions for this heroic act 
are that the sacrifice takes place with the spiritual guide’s 
permission, and that the victim is then in a condition of 
grace, i.e. not burdened with grievous sins. Now, during 
my stay at Wynandsrade, a literary light of the German 
province, the Jesuit Kreiten, was seriously and, as it was 
said, hopelessly ill. My fearful spiritual troubles caused 
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me to think of death as a deliverance. I consequently 
begged the Jesuit Nix for permission to offer myself as a 
sacrifice for the patient, as I had learnt during the novitiate 
period might be done. I received the necessary per¬ 
mission and an injunction to offer my life to God at the 
next Benediction (an evening service at which the mon¬ 
strance with the consecrated host is exposed). Words 
cannot express the ardour with which I offered myself, 
and the earnestness with which I begged God, Who was 
present (as I believed) in the host, to take my poor life, 
spare me superhuman struggles, and permit me (as I 
thought) to enter into the certainty of eternal life. But 
I am still alive. I will return to this event when dis¬ 
cussing my present relation to belief in God and His 
providence. 

I underwent bodily discipline also ; I scourged myself 
and, with the permission of my spiritual guide, Nix, wore a 
penitential girdle more often during my time at Wynands- 
rade than at any other period of my Jesuit life, although 
my body endured enough mortification owing to the 
continual sleeplessness arising from inner struggles. 

The most severe discipline I underwent was due to 
the prohibition to give any outward hint of my inner 
suffering. Letters to my mother and others had to speak 
of happiness and contentment with my calling, whilst 
the feeling of despair inwardly tormented me. During 
visits which I received a few times, owing to the nearness 
of some relations—my mother also visited me there—I 
had to hide the tumult of my soul and its torment under a 
cheerful aspect and calm manner. When such an attitude 
seemed to me insincere, Nix’s stereotyped reply was, 
“ All that you are experiencing of despair and disgust 
is not due to yourself. The sensations are due to the 
devil. Your better self recognises its happiness and 
rejoices in it.” Even to-day I shudder with horror when 
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I think of the “ happiness ” and the “ joy ” which I then 
felt. 

On account of its ascetic and religious aspect, I must 
here briefly touch on an event, the already-mentioned 
pilgrimage to the relics at Aix-la-Chapelle, which occurred 
during my stay at Wynandsrade. 

I passed a dreadful night before the day on which the 
pilgrimage was made; my body and soul were almost 
in a state of collapse. I supplicated the Jesuit Nix to 
allow me to remain at home. “ No, certainly not; the 
relics will help you.” I knelt, stood, and sat for hours 
with the other scholastics in the burning sun amongst 
thousands of pilgrims gazing, with prayer and song, up 
at the gallery of the Cathedral of Aix-la-Chapelle, where 
the relics were shown by turns—Christ’s swaddling clothes, 
a vest belonging to the Virgin Mary, etc. Verily “ out of 
the depths ” in the fear and distress of my soul have I 
cried to the Master and His saints. I shed tears of the 
bitterest misery in face of the relics. Fool that I was 1 
My remedies did not lie in the legendary rags, called the 
sacred relics of Aix. My remedy would have lain in the 
determination to free myself from the yoke which inherited 
and cultivated superstition had placed upon me. But 
how could I make such a resolution at that time when 
my understanding was still in bondage ? The Jesuit Nix 
praised me after my return; the pilgrimage would draw 
down God’s most bountiful blessing upon me ! 

I am not carrying on any religious controversy in this 
book. But for that very reason I propose to write a 
word about the irreligion of the system of pilgrimages and 
relics. Such disorder and deception should be whipped 
with lashes and scorpions out of every society calling itself 
Christian. What Rome teaches her believers in this 
respect is no better than what draws the Tibetans to their 
Dalai-Lama and Taschi-Lama. Loretto, Rome, Treves, 
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Aix-la-Chapelle, Lourdes, etc., with their relics and mira¬ 
culous pictures, are on the same level of human aberration 
and religious degradation as Lhasa, Taschi-Lumpo, and 
the Buddhist temples of the Indo-Chinese. 

Christ once said, “ But the hour cometh when the true 
worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in 
truth. God is a spirit: and they that worship Him must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth.” When will this 
time come which was foretold two thousand years ago ? 

; The Jesuit Nix gave the annual eight days’ Exercises 
just before I and the remaining scholastics of my year 
left Wynandsrade. An instruction connected with them 
may be mentioned, which strongly exposes the arrogant 
and egotistical Moloch spirit of the Order. 

Nix wished to show what thankfulness and, conse¬ 
quently, what self-sacrifice we owed the Order. It fed, 
clothed, supported and taught us. It invested us with 
respect, threw open to us the doors of the highest circles 
of society, for a Jesuit was held in honour everywhere; 
in short, we owed what we were and, still more, what we 
should be to the Order; consequently it was our duty, 
etc. The theory seemed to me very disputable. For, 
apart from the fact that I—the consideration was not 
inspired by pride—should have been respected in the 
world without the Jesuit Order, it occurred to me that, 
in return for the nourishment, clothing and lodging which 
the Order gave us, I and the others sacrificed our body 
and soul, indeed our whole being—will, understanding 
and feelings—unreservedly, and that what the Order gave 
us was amply counterbalanced by this sacrifice. I expressed 
my thoughts to Nix, and received the answer, “ Dear 
brother, you forget one thing: God, Who has called you 
and the others for all eternity to the Jesuit Order, has 
only given you body and soul, understanding and will, 
that you may employ these gifts in the service of the 
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Order. Through God’s predestination, your body and 
soul are, therefore, not so much your property as that 
of the Order.” My mind was satisfied with this answer. 
This is a striking proof of my spiritual narrow-mindedness 
at that time. 

In the summer of 18811 went to Blyenbeck, which my 
father had placed at the disposal of the Jesuit Order 
after its banishment from Germany. I was to study 
philosophy there for two years. 

It was with a strange sensation that I crossed the 
threshold and court of the ancient castle where in my 
childhood and youth I had stayed so frequently, and 
whence I had gone for happy rides and taken part in many 
delightful hunting parties. I was to live there no longer 
as the son of the house, in the best rooms, but as a brother 
of the Society of Jesus, one amongst thirty or forty, high 
up under the roof, exposed to summer heat and winter 
cold, as at Exaeten, and with five, six, and even more to 
share rooms which, even through their outer decorations, 
stucco ceilings and baroque chimney-pieces, reminded me of 
other things than the life of the Order and of a scholastic. 

I did not find it easy to accustom myself to so com¬ 
pletely altered a situation and to live as a member of the 
Order, who had renounced the world, in the same place 
where I had previously ruled as the son of the house and 
given myself up to pleasure. Every walk in the vicinity, 
which abounded in woods and heaths, was full of memories 
for me : here I had amused myself with my brothers and 
sisters on horse and foot, had played “ robbers and police ” 
with them; there I had shot foxes, here snipe, there 
rabbits, and here roebuck. It required considerable deter¬ 
mination to banish the pictures which arose and to let 
bygones be bygones. But this was done. And I can also 
testify to the fact that, in the face of these difficult relations, 
I consistently and resolutely showed the earnest desire. 
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combined with self-sacrifice to follow the ideal which I 
still perceived in the life of the Order and the Society of 
Jesus. At Blyenbeck my Superior, the Jesuit Miller, 
also informed me that he had told the General, in the 
secret “ second catalogue,” “ that I had made good 
progress in virtue and was a homo spiritualise a man 
aiming at spirituality.” 

During the second year of my stay at Blyenbeck I 
had to make the abdicalio bonorum, renunciation of 
property. 

According to the statutes of the Order,* the renuncia¬ 
tion of property should really be made during the second 
year of the novitiate, and only custom, at least in the 
German Province of the Order, had made it usual for this 
act to be performed in the fourth year. 

I renounced my fortune for religious poverty with 
complete resignation. Fortunately, only resignation of 
the right of enjoying and disposing of property is 
connected with this first act of renunciation; complete 
renunciation of property is only connected with the taking 
of the last vows. I was consequently able, after leaving 
the Order, to receive back at least a portion of my property 
from my eldest brother, in whose possession it had 
remained. 

I also took my first step on the way to the priesthood 
at Blyenbeck, as I received, from an Indian bishop staying 
there on a visit, with the remaining scholastics of my 
year, the so-called four minor ordinations (ordines minores). 
Since the “ minores ” are only a first step to the sacrament 
of priestly consecration, and impose no obligations on the 
consecrated person, I can pass over the consecration 
ceremony. I did not even receive the outer sign of the 
four ordinations, the tonsure on the back of the head, for 
I had already had a natural tonsure there for years. 

* Exam, gen., J.V-, 2; Constit. III., 1, § 7, 25. 
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I finished my philosophical studies at Blyenbeck in 
July, 1883, and was sent to Ditton Hall, in England, to 
study scholastic theology for four years. 

Wynandsrade and Ditton Hall, the beginning and end 
of my scholastic period, were of decisive importance for 
my inner life. At Wynandsrade false asceticism succeeded 
in strengthening me in my wavering religious views; at 
Ditton Hall the old difficulties, increased by new ones, 
arose with greater violence. I there fought the dreadful 
fight which inflicted lasting wounds (in the Jesuit ultra¬ 
montane sense) on my soul. Through these the heart-blood 
of my inherited and acquired Catholic life gradually flowed 
until there was no longer any left, and I had to search out 
the way to new life. 

I have only unhappy recollections of Ditton Hall. It 
was internally and externally a hell to me. 

The ugly house is situated in a hideous neighbourhood, 
surrounded by large chemical factories (Widnes, St. Helens, 
etc.), which destroy all vegetation for miles around with 
their poisonous fumes. In summer and winter the dead 
trees stretch out their withered branches like ghosts into 
the murky air which, black and dirty through smoke and 
thick vapour, is but rarely illuminated and warmed by 
the sun. When the west wind was blowing from the fac¬ 
tories (as was usually the case), the house was filled with 
an unwholesome odour mingled with soot. On our walks 
we saw hardly anything but factory squalor, and the 
paths we trod were black with slag and coal. By way of 
comfort for the prevailing depression and repulsiveness, 
we were informed that infectious diseases and harmful 
bacilli and bacteria could not get a hold there. Head¬ 
aches and throat troubles occurred frequently, however. 
I suffered from almost chronic hoarseness. 

The outer hell might have been endurable. But the 
inner one ! 
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In the first place, I must recall my Superior at that 
time, for he made the hell as hot as possible for me. 

A change of Rectors occurred a few weeks after my 
arrival at Ditton Hall. The former Rector, the Jesuit 
Hovel, was chosen as assistant to the General of the 
Order in 1883 at the General Congregation sitting at 
Rome, and the Jesuit Wiedemann took his place as 
Rector of Ditton Hall. Gossiping, mean, revengeful, 
suspicious, vain, crafty and thoroughly false, he had 
every characteristic which enables a Head to render 
life miserable to his subordinates. The antipathy was 
mutual; but whilst I endeavoured honestly to recognise 
and respect in this person, repugnant to me from the very 
bottom of my soul, the “ Superior placed over me by 
God,” he gave free rein to his aversion. One must know 
the absolute dependence of the Jesuit subordinates upon 
the Jesuit Superior to estimate what a jealous Superior, 
furnished in addition with all the idiosyncrasies just men¬ 
tioned, means to his subordinates — what it means, for 
example, to be obliged to make a Statement of Conscience 
to such a man. I met with nothing but disparaging words 
of contempt from this Jesuit when I conscientiously 
opened my soul to him, and spoke of the waters of afflic¬ 
tion and despair which had crept up and threatened to 
engulf my reason and my will, and when I laid bare the 
almost indescribable pain within me. I was conscious 
of his mistrust everywhere. I had always pursued my 
studies with indefatigable application, and continued to 
do so at Ditton Hall. Wiedemann accused me of idle¬ 
ness, and tried to make others share his opinion of me. 
I hate the Jesuit Nix; the Jesuit Wiedemann does not 
deserve as much. With his miserable paltriness and 
hollowness, he deserves contempt. I do not believe, indeed, 
that my course of development would have been retarded 
lastingly through any influence whatever, and that any- 
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thing would have prevented me from standing where 
I stand to-day; but if a better man than the Jesuit 
Wiedemann had had the guidance of my soul during the 
four years of my theological training, the severance effected 
later from the Order and Church would perhaps have 
taken place more quietly and with less bitterness. 

In spite of his aversion to myself, the Jesuit Wiede¬ 
mann exploited me and my worldly connections when 
Jesuit interests came into question. 

One of my fellow-scholastics. Brother Cecil Longridge, 
had been an English artillery officer in India before he 
entered the Order. He retained a liking for artillery 
problems, such as the science of projectiles, and, in spite 
of dogmatics and moral theology, he was particularly 
interested in the construction of a new cannon on the 
wire system. Wiedemann sent for me one day and 
charged me to write to my cousin, General von Loe, who 
was then the General in command of the 8th Army Corps 
at Coblence, send him Brother Longridge’s constructional 
drawings, and beg him to have them tested by experts. 
Perhaps, Wiedemann said, there might be something in 
the idea, which would be very advantageous to the Order. 
I was to write the letter quite on my own initiative, so 
that there should be no suspicion that the Order as such 
had any interest in the invention of the cannon. Some 
months later I received a friendly answer from Walter 
Loe saying that he had had the matter looked into, but 
it did not seem to be practical. Possibly further details 
regarding the Jesuit camion are to be found in the records 
of the office of the commanding General at Coblence. 
Unless I am mistaken, the cannon was then offered to 
the English War Office with the same negative results. 

My theology course brought the priesthood within 
appreciable distance, and with my theological studies 
came the duty of allowing myself to be submerged in the 
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dogmas of the Church. Then, on a sudden, there gaped 
beneath my feet the abyss, into the sinister darkness 
of which my eyes had already glanced fugitively, though 
kept back hitherto from closer observation by my 
well-disciplined will. 

The essence of the Roman Catholic priesthood, its 
mystically religious climax, lies in the power of trans¬ 
forming bread and wine into the body and blood of Jesus 
Christ. Through this power the priest is the originator 
of “ the true, actual, and real presence of Christ in the 
altar sacrament.” 

The belief in the lasting presence of Christ in the 
oonsecrated host preserved in the tabernacles of Catholic 
churches is one of the most potent sources of Catholic 
piety; milli ons derive from it daily vital energy and 
strength in bodily and spiritual troubles. And, indeed, 
for the individual who believes that he may have inter¬ 
course and conversation with the all-good and all-powerful 
God as with a friend present in the body, the sorrow of 
life loses much of its weight. It is not, however, this 
belief—which rests like a transfiguring gleam over the 
life of the Catholic Christian, and can give no why or 
wherefore concerning the presence of Christ in the host, 
but takes the presence for granted without making diffi¬ 
culties—of which I speak here. The dogma which terrified 
me was that which sought a foundation in theological 
scholarship for the belief in the real presence of Christ. 

The dogmatic teaching of the Church, which is, how¬ 
ever, unknown in its details to the mass of believers, is 
as follows:— 

1. After the priest’s words, which he pronounces in 
the name and, as it were, the person of Christ over bread 
and wine (generally only during Mass), “ This is My 
body ” and “ This is the cup of My blood,” the nature 
and substance of bread and wine disappear, and the 
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nature and substance of Christ’s flesh and blood take 
their place (transubstantiation). The “ accidents ” of the 
bread and wine (form, colour, smell, taste, and weight) 
remain, however, so that the human senses can perceive 
no change. The senses only perceive bread and wine as 
before, although in reality there is no more bread and 
wine present. 

2. The entire body of Christ (skin, hair, nails, bones, 
all the limbs and also the genitals) is present in the con¬ 
secrated host, and consequently (per amwmitantiam) 
also the blood; and the whole amount of Christ’s blood 
is present in the consecrated wine, and consequently {per 
concomitantiam) also the whole body of Christ. 

3. The whole body and all the blood of Christ are 
not only in the entire host and the whole amount of 
wine, but also in each separate part of the bread and 
wine, so that when consecrated bread and consecrated 
wine are divided into thousands of particles and small 
drops, the whole body and all the blood of Christ are 
present in every particle and every little drop, and that 
without fresh words of consecration, but only through 
the physical process of division. 

4. Mastication of Christ’s body in the mouth of the 
receiver is consequently also impossible, because a fresh 
body of Christ occurs simultaneously at every division, 
whether it occurs through the teeth or by other means. 

5. Although a natural decomposition of the con¬ 
secrated bread and the consecrated wine is impossible, 
since the substances of bread and wine are no longer 
present, the consecrated host and consecrated wine are 
nevertheless also subject, like other food, to the natural 
laws of decomposition, so that, in the recipient’s stomach, 
for example, the decomposition of the swallowed host 
and the swallowed wine takes place in exactly the same 
manner. The substance of the flesh and blood of Christ 
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disappears at the commencement of the decomposition 
and the substances of bread and wine again take its 
place. 

6. Consecrated bread and consecrated wine have the 
same action as ordinary bread and wine, although the 
substances of bread and wine are no longer present, so 
that we may satisfy our hunger with consecrated 
bread, i.e. with Christ’s flesh, and become intoxicated 
with consecrated wine, i.e. with Christ’s blood, as with 
other bread and wine. 

7. The priest retains the power of consecration per¬ 
manently, and it cannot be alienated from him. No sin, 
not even apostasy, can take it away, so that I still retain 
this miraculous power. In addition, the priest is not 
fettered by time and place in exercising his extraordinary 
power; it is also at his command when desired outside 
Mass. Every priest can consequently transform all the 
supply of bread in every baker’s shop, and all the supply 
of wine in every wine-store, into Christ’s flesh and blood, 
provided that the bread-shops and wine-stores contain 
natural bread and natural wine, and that the words of 
consecration be spoken in or immediately outside the 
shop or store, consequently not at any considerable dis¬ 
tance from either. 

This miraculous sacerdotal power is also illustrated 
by “ facts.” I will only relate two stories, which were 
current during my theological term of study. During the 
French Revolution a priest apostasised, but was beheaded 
in spite of this. In his rage, and with blasphemous design, 
he changed the bread of all the bakers’ shops which he 
passed in the Parisian streets on his way to the scaffold into 
the body of Christ. A priest addicted to wine, who could 
not forgo his early morning drink, transformed an entire 
cask in his wine-cellar into the blood of Christ, so as to 
be able to drink out of it before Mass without breaking 
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the strict rule not to partake of anything before Mass. 
For the consecrated wine, owing to the fact that it is 
no longer wine but Christ’s blood, does not belong to 
the things which may not be taken before Mass or Com¬ 
munion. 

This is the essential purport of the dogma of the 
“ real presence of Christ in the altar sacrament.” “ This 
is an hard saying; who can hear it ? ” has seemed to 
me to apply to this doctrine ever since I came to know it. 

I need not dwell on the seven points named above to 
make it clear why fear—indeed, horror—seized me as to 
their contents, and that finally unbelief supplanted fear 
and horror. Is this supposed to be the meaning of that 
sweet memorial feast, which Christ instituted at the last 
meal He took with His disciples ? Was that breaking of 
bread and proffering of the wine cup supposed to have 
such a brutal meaning ? 

The nearer the day approached on which I was to be 
equipped with this priestly power, the more violent be¬ 
came my opposition and the more dreadful my spiritual 
anguish. When the Bishop of Liverpool really conse¬ 
crated me and twelve fellow-scholastics to the priesthood 
in July, 1886 , in the Ditton Hall church, scepticism had 
already seized the best part of my soul, and I allowed the 
ceremonies of the consecration to be enacted over me 
whilst in a condition impossible to describe. In vain I 
told the trouble of my soul to my spiritual guide. It was 
always the same : “ It is the devil who is tempting you; 
you must disregard all this.” 

How I suffered when, a few days after my ordination, 
I read my first Mass in the old castle of my ancestors, 
Blyenbeck, whither my superiors had sent me, before the 
whole of my family (mother, brothers, sisters, and other 
relations)! I had even hastened to old Father Oswald, 
who happened to be at Blyenbeck, and whom I then 
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trusted, on the previous evening and in the morning just 
before the commencement of Mass, and described my 
anguish of conscience with bitter tears—truly tragic 
tears. He also could only lay the blame on the devil. 
So, in reality, I approached the altar driven by the 
“ devil,” and “ transformed ” bread and wine into the 
body and blood of Christ. 

For six whole years I bore the burden of this priest¬ 
hood with continually increasing anguish. Nevertheless, 
I tried to carry out even the hardest duties of a priest 
connected with the dogma of Christ’s real presence. I 
will only give one very striking example. 

According to the doctrine of the Church, it is the duty 
of the priest to swallow the consecrated host when he 
observes that it is getting decomposed—possibly owing 
to dampness in the tabernacles, or for other reasons—if 
he is not positive that it is already quite decomposed, 
and consequently that Christ is no longer present in it. 
When I was hearing confessions before reading Mass one 
morning in a parish where I was assisting in the priestly 
duties, as I so often did, a woman confessed she had 
not swallowed the host on receiving the Communion just 
before, because the thought of also swallowing Christ’s 
genitals had been too dreadful; she had spat the host 
into her prayer-book; it was still there. After I had 
tried in vain to persuade her to swallow it, it seemed to 
me that I could do nothing else but swallow the expector¬ 
ated host myself. I told the half-distracted woman to 
leave the prayer-book with the host behind when she 
went from the confessional. I then took the host, satur¬ 
ated as it was with saliva, and pressed into a pulpy mass, 
from the prayer-book and swallowed it, together with 
that which I consecrated at the Mass I read directly after. 

This incident also illustrates the troubles caused 
amongst believers when the pious but vague belief in the 
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presence of Christ in the host begins to be supplanted 
by a knowledge of dogma. 

Two other fundamental doctrines of the Roman 
Catholic belief troubled me during my theological course 
—the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and the doctrine of 
original sin. 

The doctrine of the Trinity is an absurdity tinged 
with Buddhism and Hellenism, and the dogma of 
original sin caused by the fall of Adam and Eve is also 
an absurdity combined with anthropomorphic and crude 
conceptions. 

It was a long time before I attained to such recognition. 
But once I had done so, it became, and is still, incompre¬ 
hensible to me why every clear and' religiously disposed 
person does not discard both these doctrines.* 

It is outside the scope of this book to go into these 
“ thoroughly Christian ” dogmas and expose their 
absurdity. It is sufficient for me to affirm that the doc¬ 
trines of the Trinity and original sin became the outlets 
through which I passed from ultramontane Jesuit night 
and bondage to light and liberty. 

There is still one peculiarity of the scholasticate in 
particular, and of the whole Jesuit existence in general, 
to be mentioned. 

The Jesuit scholastic is kept in complete ignorance 
regarding the history and mission of his Order. He does 
not know, and must not know, that great abuses have 
occurred within the Jesuit Order. He only hears praise 
and glorification; only light, and no shade, is shown 

* I have been obliged to write this word of renunciation of Catholio dogma 
so as to explain the breaking down of my belief. I do not intend to discuss religious 
polemics. On the contrary, it is necessary that I should explain that I condemn 
wrangling of the kind when it occurs in an unlovely and wounding form, as it 
does only too frequently. Every religion and every Christian belief has cause 
to utter a mea maxima culpa in face of reason and humanity, owing to the wilder¬ 
ness of absurdities surrounding their dogmas and customs ; the Catholio religion 
is by no means the only culprit in this respect. 
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him. He lives in complete ignorance of facts. He has 
entered with the firm belief in the supermundane char¬ 
acter of the Order and in the almost divine nature of its 
foundation; and this delusion is kept alive in him. We 
may excuse the fact that attacks by adversaries are not 
given him to read, although such concealment does 
not point to honourable dealing and confidence. But 
even admonishing and warning voices from within the 
Order itself, which we have found and shall still find 
making themselves audible at every period, must not 
reach his ear. He hears only the bombastic, vainglorious, 
official stories of the Order, which are stories but not 
history. I am positive that even the suppression of the 
Order by Clement XIV. would be concealed if it were 
possible. As it is impossible, it is put down as an aberra¬ 
tion on the Pope’s part. 

I can give a striking example from my own experience 
of wilful exclusion of historical truth in regard to the 
Suppression:— 

Once, when performing the duty of reader in the 
refectory, the Rector, the Jesuit Miller, gave me the 
third volume of Dollinger’s Beitrdge just published, 
in which the Memoirs of the Jesuit Cordara were 
contained, with the observation that the Memoirs 
were to be read at dinner, and I was consequently to 
study them, i.e. familiarise myself with the contents. 
Scarcely half an hour later, before I had found time to 
glance at the book, I was called to the Provincial’s Socius, 
the Jesuit Kurte, who informed me, by order of the Pro¬ 
vincial, that Cordara’s Memoirs were not to be read, 
and I was to return Dollinger’s book to the Rector. The 
Rector received me with visible embarrassment, mur¬ 
mured something about a “ mistake ” having occurred, 
and took back the ill-omened book. Cordara had, as 
we know, written with great love for his Order, but can- 
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didly on the causes of its suppression. We scholastics 
must remain in ignorance of the frank recognition of 
abuses by such a prominent Jesuit as Cordara. 

The same thing happens with Jesuits as with most 
ultramontane Catholics. As they hear nothing of the 
infamous actions and grave offences against religious, 
political, social and intellectual life of the Papal system,* 
so in like manner the Jesuits do not hear of the great 
faults and deficiencies of their Order. And as hundreds, 
indeed thousands, of books and writings radiate the 
undimmed glory of “ godliness ” over and around the 
Papacy, so do innumerable Jesuits spread the same glory 
around their Order. Fawning flattery, as far removed 
from truth as the poles from one another, forms the daily 
food of Loyola’s disciples. 

So long as the Jesuit looks upon this artificial light as 
the real light of history, he considers himself wicked and 
corrupt if he doubts the excellence of his Order, and he 
applies to himself pitilessly and effectually the theory of 
the temptation of the devil, which has become incor¬ 
porated into his body and blood, as soon as his own reason 
and natural understanding raise their voices. It is 
generally only an accident that opens his eyes a little and 
lets him see facts in their true light. I must speak later 
of the accidents which tore the veil from my own eyes. 

At the present time it seems incomprehensible to me 
that I could have lived for years in such implicit faith. 
At that time implicit faith and blind and naive belief 
constituted the very air which I and my fellow-scholastics 
breathed. 

One of the worst of the many crimes committed by 
the Order against its members is that it not only conceals 
the truth regarding its own history, but deceives them 
with “ historical ” untruths. 


CJ. my work. Das Papsttum, etc. 



CHAPTER XXI 


THE SCHOLASTIC STUDIES 

The scholasticate, as its name indicates, is the young 
Jesuit’s period of study, divided under the headings of 
the Humanities, Philosophy, and Philology. 

All studies are based on the official Ratio atque Insti- 
tutio studiorum Societatis Jesu.* 

One criticism of this Scheme of Study has already been 
given in Chapters IV. and V. There I showed how back¬ 
ward and unmindful of the requirements of the times 
are the school instruction and education of the Jesuit 
Order, based on a Scheme of Study which has continued 
unaltered from the sixteenth to the nineteenth century 
(1832). I have also shown that the “ improvements ” 
introduced in 1832 cannot be described as a real advance 
or suitable adaptation to the requirements of modern 
times. How can a Scheme of Study dating from 1599, 
which still holds good in 1910, and was for the first time 
after two hundred and thirty-three years subjected to a 
few additional and trivial alterations, pretend to the very 
slightest value ? 

We must not, however, forget that its value is by no 
means to be appraised according to its effect on the out¬ 
side world or in the sphere of knowledge. The Jesuit 
Order has only one criterion for its institutions: the 
interests of the Order. This “ gauge ” is also the founda¬ 
tion of the Scheme of Study, and, judged by this, its value 

* Inst. S.J, {Korn®, 1870), IL. 409-549. 
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is inestimable. For in its Scheme of Study the Jesuit 
Order possesses a powerful implement with which to 
guard its members from enlightenment, and contrives 
that it shall reach them only in such measure as is 
necessary and useful for the purposes of the Order. 


I.—THE HUMANISTIC STUDIES 

My personal experiences in the college at Wynandsrade 
and at the Jesuit educational institution at Feldkirch 
show the methods adopted in the humanistic studies of 
the Order, and how the pupils are allowed, after an abso¬ 
lutely inadequate training, to be appointed at their insti¬ 
tutions to teach the young pupils entrusted to the care 
of the Order. Attention was also called to the important 
fact characterising the “ humanism ” of the Jesuits, that 
the Order does not of its own initiative give a thorough 
professional training in scholarship to the pupils intended 
to teach humanistic subjects, but only when compelled 
by external circumstances (i.e. the imperative decree of 
the State that teachers shall have undergone a professional 
training in philology and passed examinations in it) to 
comply with this most primary requirement of humanistic 
training. This demand became a matter of life or death 
to the Order. They made a virtue of necessity, swallowed 
the hateful command under compulsion, and sent their 
scholastics to university lectures on philology. But for 
State interference the Order would have continued to 
adhere to its own “ philological ” methods. 

I have also dwelt briefly on the fruits of Jesuit scholar¬ 
ship, but it still remains to answer the general question : 
What has the Jesuit Order accomplished in scholarship 
since its beginning ? The result is an absolute blank, 
and only the untruthful Jesuit boastfulness could speak 
of “ achievements,” and even brag of them. Is it, indeed. 
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an achievement if here and there a Jesuit succeeds in 
writing a serviceable book on philology, if a Greek or 
Latin classic is edited by a Jesuit with not unserviceable 
annotations ? 

The Jesuit Order has existed for nearly four hundred 
years; for nearly four hundred years it has frequently 
had excellent human material to mould by its curriculum, 
which lays special stress on the humanities. What, 
then, is the result of this four hundred years’ activity ? 
The list of those Jesuits and their works worthy of men¬ 
tion in the history of scholarship would not fill more than 
half an octavo page. No great men, no pioneers, no 
reformers are to be found among them; they are but 
average scholars, such as may be met with by the hundred 
at universities and colleges, with this difference only, 
that universities and colleges produce many eminent as 
well as average scholars. 

Involuntarily the Jesuits emphasise this discreditable 
fact by their ceaseless boasting, if at any time or place any 
Jesuit does achieve something in the domain of scholar¬ 
ship. The Jesuit Balde with his Latin Odes, the Jesuit 
Fox with his Commentary on Demosthenes’ de Corona , 
and a few others, are the stock pieces continually produced 
from the “ philological ” Jesuit storehouses which have 
been four hundred years in filling. Does not this throw a 
strong light on the miserable poverty of these storehouses ? 

The primary cause of the whole worthlessness of Jesuit 
scholarship is revealed by the fact that the Constitutions 
of the Order expressly define humanistic studies as mere 
auxiliaries to theology, not as independent pursuits: 
“ Because theoretical and practical theology requires a 
knowledge of the Humanities, Latin, Greek, and Hebrew, 
the requisite number of competent professors in these 
subjects are to be appointed.” * 

* Const. IV., 12, 2 . 
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These few remarks, with the criticisms in Part I., will 
suffice to place in their true light the methods and results 
of the philological studies of the Jesuit Order. 

But “ Rhetoric ” too is included among the humanistic 
studies of the Jesuits. This name is given to the highest 
of the classes for the humanistic training of the schol¬ 
astics. On this I must make a few comments, not because 
theoretical and practical training in eloquence offers any 
peculiar features, since it corresponds to that principal 
branch of Jesuit activity, its preaching labours, but because 
in the “ Rhetoric ” class classics too are read, and the 
attitude of the Order towards the vernacular classics there 
finds expression. That is why I must once more discuss 
this point, so characteristic of the Jesuit spirit and of its 
influence on its young pupils. In consequence of its inter¬ 
national character the Jesuit Order holds aloof from all 
national literature. This fact is quite obvious from the 
wording of the Ratio and from all Jesuit writings on 
education. But the aversion of “ German ” Jesuits to 
German classics is especially keen, and amounts to blind 
hatred, displayed in brutal fashion. 

In illustration I quote the utterances of two “ German ” 
Jesuits, both of whom, though for different reasons, en¬ 
joy considerable reputation in German Catholic circles, 
and who exercise a profound influence on those many 
millions. 

The Jesuit Baron Ludwig von Hammerstein, one of 
the most prolific and widely read popular authors of 
Catholic Germany, says, in his work Das Preussische 
Schulmonopoi mit besonderer Rucksiclvt auf die Gymna- 
sien :— 

“ In modem schools, as has been said before, enthusiasm is 
naturally centred on the German classics and on the intellectual 
sphere in which they move. Goethe claims the first place among 
them. And what is the ideal that is held up to the youth of 
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Germany in Goethe ? Goethe himself shows it 11s in the description 
which he gives of himself and his doings in the character of Faust: 

Ich bin nur dutch die Welt gerannt , 

Ein jedGdust ergriff ich bei den Haaren ; 

Was nicht geniigte liess ich fahren, 

Was mir entwischte liess ich ziehen* 

“ So this is Goethe ! How he ‘ seized every pleasure ’ may be 
seen by the catalogue of his wanton loves, which he pursued as a 
boy, as a youth, after his marriage, and as an old man of over 
eighty years, with married and unmarried women, choosing his 
victims among factory girls, barmaids, actresses, pastors’ daughters, 
noble spinsters, etc. In this sense he wrote in his Zdhme Xenien : 

Ich wunsche mir eine hubsche Frau, 

Die nicht (dies nahme gar zu genau, 

Dock aber zuglexch am besten verstdnde, 

Wie ich mich selbst am besten befdnde. 

“ Such is Goethe ! Such is the ideal brought before our school¬ 
boys nowadays. . . . The best known only of his love adventures 
supply a whole catalogue. Gretchen, Friederike, Lotte, Charlotte 
von Stein, Corona Schroter, Christiane Yulpius, Minna Herzlieb, etc. 
Such, then, is Goethe, the man who occupies the post of honour 
among the heroes of our literature, this the hero whom the Minister 
of Public Instruction, von Gossler, holds up to the reverent admira¬ 
tion of the young, this the poet whose most valuable poems ‘ it 
should be a national duty for every man of culture to retain in his 
memory as an imperishable treasure,’ a duty which lies on the 
schools to accomplish. This is the man whom Dr. Falk, Minister 
of Public Instruction, recommends, not only as a model of language 
and style, but as a teacher of c true Christian, national and humane 
education,’ This, then, is the man who is to inspire the hearts 
of the young Prussian scholars with enthusiasm. No wonder, then, 
that unbelief and immorality prevail at those schools. Of course, 
nothing is further from my mind than to depreciate the excellence 
of some of Goethe’s poems. On the contrary, I prize this excellence,- 
but I maintain that what is beautiful and fascinating in Goethe 


* Faust, II., Act V. 
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makes him more dangerous and pernicious as an ideal for youth. 
No one will drink poison offered in a basin filled with dish-water 
or soap-suds, but poison in a beaker of wine of Cyprus or Muscatel 
is dangerous, and all the more so if the wine is offered by a com¬ 
petent judge as an ideal potion, the partaking of which is supposed 
to be the ‘ national duty of every person of culture.’ This is the 
case with Goethe, the principal ideal of the modern school. 

“ I will also devote a few short remarks to his colleagues Schiller 
and Lessing. Schiller is at any rate a less unsuitable ideal to set 
before the young than Goethe; still, I cannot regard even him 
as suitable; His Rduber and his Fiesco will, to say the least, not 
instil conservative principles into the youthful mind, nor yet TeR, 
with its glorification of tyrannicide. It is well known that Schiller 
also passed through a phase of laxity in regard to the seventh 
commandment. Youth will hardly be fired with enthusiasm for 
Christianity and pure morals by hearing Schiller exclaim in his 
Gotter Griechenlands :— 

Da ihr noch die schdne Welt regieret, 

An der Freude leichtem Gangelband, 

Selige GescMechter noch gejiihret, 

Schdne Wesen aus dem FdbeUand! 

Ach , da euer Wonnedienst noch gldnzte, 

Wie ganz anders, anders war es da! etc. 

“ This, indeed, sounds rather more alluring than the precepts 
of the Cross and the Crucified. . . . Thus Schiller viewed the 
Christian moral law and Christian monotheism! Those who are 
versed in German literature know well enough that such utterances 
are not isolated. Certainly Schiller could strike other chords in 
the human heart, but he is on that account no less dangerous an 
ideal to set before the young. The man who won their hearts 
by the ‘ Song of the Bell,’ or * WallenBtein,’ will seduce them 
all too easily from the paths of faith and Christian morality 
by his Rduber, Kabale und Liebe, Gotter Griechenlands, and 
such like. 

“ With regard to Lessing, I observe that Emilia Galotti, with 
its atmosphere of libertinage, and Minna von Barnhdm , with its 
love dalliance, are more suited for the training of novel-heroes, 
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blase worldlings and idlers, than serious and high-principled youths. 
Nor is Lessing’s passion for gambling exactly a qualification for 
an ideal. . . . How utterly opposed to such ideals appear those 
of the old school! Whilst Lessing hungers after gold to gratify 
his gambling propensity, a St. Francis of Assisi elects extreme 
poverty. WTiilst Lessing endeavours by his writings to undermine 
Christianity, a St. Francis Xavier, by his apostolic preaching, wins 
whole kingdoms for Christ and Christian morality. Whilst Goethe 
welds his life into a chain of excesses, a St. Benedict throws himself 
among thorns, to overcome the temptations of the flesh by self- 
inflicted suffering. Which of these two ideals was chosen with 
truer pedagogic discrimination, that of the ancient schools of the 
Church, or that of the modem secularising schools of the State 1 
Schiller and Goethe are valuable supporters of Lessing in his active 
attempts to undermine all Christianity, all faith. Schiller says: 

‘ What religion I follow ? Not one of those that you name. And why ' 
none ? From love of religion.’* Schiller thus renounces all existing 
objective religions, Christianity in particular, of whatever denomina¬ 
tion. Before he had reached the age of thirty, he was completely 
estranged from Christianity, and had familiarised himself with the 
pantheistic doctrines of the Jew, Baruch Spinoza. Religion fur¬ 
nished him with neither results nor convictions concerning super- 
sensual matters, and even in relation to morality he held it to be 
a mere substitute for general virtue, and valued it in proportion 
to its effect and not for its intrinsic worth. . . . And Goethe ? 
Goethe is anything we please as occasion arises—or, rather, as his 
epicurean humour suggests— i.e. he is really devoid of all religious 
convictions whatever. If any special obloquy is to be heaped on 
Catholicism, Schiller can supply it with his Don Carlos, his History 
of the Thirty Years’ War. So too Lessing, who in his Nathan, in 
the famous dialogue between the Patriarch and the Templar, sets 
a flattering portrait of the Catholic priesthood and Catholic morality 
before the Catholic, Protestant and Jewish pupils of a German 
gymnasium. 

“ Thus Goethe, Schiller and Lessing are the three most bril¬ 
liant stars in the modem German classical firmament—stars held up 

* “ Wdche Religion ich bekenne? Keine von alien. 

Die du mir nennst. XJnd warum keine f Aua Religion / ” 
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to the grateful veneration of the pupils. The heroes of the second 
class mostly resemble them.” * 

To the same category as the Jesuit Hammerstein belongs 
the Jesuit Baumgartner. Baumgartner, a Swiss, is con¬ 
sidered the great literary authority of the Order: poet, 
essayist, critic, especially appointed by the Order to carry 
on classical research. If the Jesuit Hammerstein is a 
popular writer who shouts his tirades against the German 
classics into the ears of the masses, the Jesuit Baum¬ 
gartner (according to the Jesuits and German Catholics) 
is the “ aestheticising, subtle critic who lays before the 
reader the clarified results of his researches in his mono¬ 
graphs on Lessing, Schiller, and Goethe.” Thus his opinion 
on the classics marks with special significance the attitude 
of the Jesuit Order towards the heroes of our literature. 

I quote specimens of Baumgartner’s criticisms from 
two of his works, Goethe und Schiller. Weimars Glam- 
periode , and Der Alte von Weimar. Both appeared as 
so-called “ supplementary pamphlets ” to the Jesuit 
periodical, Stimmen aus Maria-Loach. Thus the Jesuit 
Order, which publishes the periodical, has identified 
itself closely with these writings:— 

“ . . .To whomsoever the Odes on Laura may have been 
addressed, whether to the widow of Captain Vischer, in whose 
house Schiller lived, or to some other similar muse, such poetry, 
combined with other circumstances, presupposes a fairly wild and 
dissolute fife. In Mannheim, Schiller drifted into the immoral life 
of the actors there, so that subsequently the experiences of stage 
life in Goethe’s Wilhelm Meister were no novelty to him, but rather 
came home to him as personal reminiscences. At the same time 
he fell in love with Margaretha, daughter of the bookseller Schwan, 
and entered into such passionate relations with Charlotte von Kalb 
that finally he even urged her to a divorce. In Bauerbach he 

* Das Preussische Schnlmonopol, pp. 56-59, 73-81. 
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wooed with foolish passion another Charlotte, the daughter of his 
benefactress, von Wolzogen; in Dresden a Fraulein Arnim cap¬ 
tivated him. In Weimar he openly renewed his liaison with Frau 
von Kalb, whilst simultaneously he thought of marrying a daughter 
of Wieland, and his double love for the sisters Lengenfeld was not 
exactly straightforward, until at last he won Lotte for his wife. 
Certainly this was a sufficient number of adventures for a space 
of ten years. 

“ One of these attachments Schiller himself later called ‘ a 
wretched passion,’ and thereby stigmatised the character of his 
youth as a succession of errors. Not much weight is to be given to 
the virtuous tirades in his early dramas when, while still a student 
at the Karlsschule, he repeatedly extolled the Duke’s mistress, 
Fransnska von Hohenheim, in the most extravagant manner, as 
the * ideal of virtue,’ though the young man knew who that Fran- 
ziska was. Whilst young Goethe was inclined towards softness 
and effeminacy, young Schiller appears wilder, more passionate 
and impetuous. Still, he did not squander so much time in endless 
sentimental correspondence with women, and never lavished such 
boundless thoughts and energy on the female sex as the spoilt 
darling of Frau Aja. . . .No more than Goethe, did Schiller 
possess any deep religious and philosophical culture. ... He had 
never thoroughly studied the philosophy of Aristotle and Plato, 
not to mention that of the Middle Ages, of Descartes, Bacon, or 
Leibnitz. The religious impressions and the pious faith of his child¬ 
hood were almost entirely lost in the whirl of his stage life. He 
was a freethinker. The Catholic Church was yet more of an unknown 
country to him than Spinoza. His literary store of ideas dated no 
further back than the shallow literature of the illuminati of those 
days: the periodicals, novels, plays of a literature which was still 
entirely under the influence of Rousseau, Voltaire, Diderot and the 
rest of the ‘ philosophers.’ Schiller certainly studied history in an 
eclectic spirit, just as he happened to require matter for his dramatic 
projects or for essays on other subjects. At Bauerbach he had to 
make the best of the books which the librarian, his brother-in-law, 
Reinhold, procured for him; in Mannheim his theatrical worries 
entirely absorbed his necessary leisure. Not until he was in Dresden 
and Leipzig did his studies somewhat gain in breadth and depth. 
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Then he began to read Kant seriously, and investigated more 
detailed works on the Thirty Years’ War and the revolt of the 
Netherlands; But even there his studies were not those of a 
Bcholar, calmly investigating truth, but rather of a literary hack, 
who rummages about for spicy historical matter in order to fill 
his ‘ review ’ and earn his fee.” * 

“ However much Goethe’s real merits demand acknowledgment, 
they must not be exaggerated, as is only too often done. His 
brilliant intellectual gifts, his physical strength and his length of 
life, his favourable surroundings—all these were gifts not of his 
own bestowal. He had for years allowed them practically or 
almost entirely to lie fallow, or else squandered them on unimportant 
matters. The establishment and moulding of modem classical 
literature is not his work; The arduous, difficult pioneering was 
accomplished by others, in the first instance by Klopstock and his 
disciples, Wieland, Lessing and Herder. Goethe himself received 
his most fruitful and momentous impulses from Herder. Even 
talents of a lower order, like Lavater and Merck, influenced him 
powerfully; Lena, Klinger, and the other poets of the Storm and 
Stress gave him considerable impetus. Wieland and Knebel had 
a stimulating influence on his work up to the last. When, 
absorbed in Court and State affairs at Weimar, he had 
almost entirely devoted himself to the writing of prose, it was 
Schiller who recalled him to the realm of poetry, and to a great 
extent he owes his second prime to this stimulating intercourse. 

“ In reality Goethe produced but few really classical prose 
works; these are the four novels: Werther's Leiden , Wilhelm 
Meister's Lehrjahre, Die WaMverwandschaften and Wilhelm Meister's 
Wanderjahre. . . . 

‘‘ Even if a torso, a fragment, may betray the hand of a master, 
yet the full productive power, the genius and industry of the artist, 
can only be manifested in the perfected, finished masterpiece. 
In the case of Calderon and Shakespeare, it is not necessary to 
collect fragments : their rounded and perfected wt)rks of art occupy 
many volumes. Not so with Goethe. With him the small and 
fragmentary occupies as much space, at times even more, as the 
great and important. 

* Goethe und Schiller. Weimar a Glanzperiode, pp. 36-38. 
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“ Nor are Stella and Clavigo works of genius. Egmont is 
a historical tragedy swamped by a love story; Gotz, in spite 
of the far-reaching influence which it exercised on the history 
of literature, is an unsuccessful imitation of Shakespeare. Even 
the three versions of the latter show the intrinsic weakness of 
the tragedy. Mahomet and Tancred are Voltaire’s property, 
not Goethe’s. During the eighty-two years of his life, despite 
his great genius, Goethe produced only three genuine, superb, 
intellectually great, artistically perfect dramatic works: Iphigenie, 
Tasso, Faust. 

“ Of the longer epics, one only is perfect: Hermann and Doro¬ 
thea. Reinecke Fuchs is a mere compilation; AchiUeis a feeble 
fragment. There still remain the elegies, epigrams and aphorisms, 
the Westostlicher Divan, the ballads and lyrics. Of these last more 
than a third are occasional poems, far more than a third love poems. 
The Divan again is more than half love poetry. If on the one 
hand we set aside the didactic poems, on the other hand the erotic, 
not much remains : God, the World, the Fatherland, Art, History— 
in fact, all that is ideal—receive but scant treatment. : : The 
prevailing fundamental principle of this poet, with all his brilliant 
gifts, is not inspiration emanating from above, nor aspiring thither ; 
not the Christian ideal, but the mighty Eros of pagan antiquity, 
a love of life, a lust for enjoyment, that takes no thought of God 
and eternity; a sensual love, portrayed in its full vernal magic 
and youthful charm, as well as in the gloomy storm, the dreary 
disillusiompent it leaves in the human heart after a brief delight. 

“ There can hardly be a doubt about this in respect to Goethe’s 
lyrical work. Apart from a small fraction, it is one continuous 
love song, chanting the bliss and rose of love in all its phases, in 
every harmony and melody, key and modulation. The elegies 
carry the theme to the boundary-line, where realism ceases to be 
attractive ; his diary and the Walpurgisnacht go far beyond.- The 
four novels deal with the same theme in a wider frame; Ardent 
love yearnings, joys, woes—‘ the atmosphere of a woman’s man,’ 
to quote Fr; Vischer—pervades the whole with sultry oppressive • 
ness. Faust is heavily charged with the same atmosphere, for it 
is on Gretchen and Helen only that all Faust’s thoughts and desires 
are concentrated. Tasso is a love dreamer like Faust and Werther. 
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Even Hermann und Dorothea is not exempt from that erotic 
atmosphere. In Goethe’s hands, Ootz finally becomes a drama 
of adultery, Egmont a love tragedy; Achilles himself is a love-sick 
enthusiast. In the Grosskophta seduction, and in Stella bigamy, are 
presented in detail ; in Pandora the foolish ecstasy of an old man 
in love is extolled. In his youthful carnival’s jests the poet’s 
passion finds vent in coarse ribaldry, in his musical plays it undu¬ 
lates gracefully in charming duets, in his Marienbad elegy and 
at the end of Faust it even endeavours yearningly to dally its way 
into heaven. . . . If he happens to be reading Rousseau, he raves 
about nature ; if it is Voltaire, of civilisation ; if he reads Spinoza, 
he obtains an intuition of God which enables him to see in each 
separate existence the universal whole ; if he hears of Leibnitz, he 
sees Monads everywhere ; and if it is Aristotle, the Monads become 
Entelechies. But nowhere do we meet with a clear, matter-of-fact 
definition of Nature, knowledge and God, intuitive apprehension 
of God and the real meaning of Monads and Entelechies. Goethe 
made just as much fun of Kant’s Categorical Imperative as of 
Fichte’s Ego and Non-Ego; and Schelling’s little book on the Kabirs 
was more interesting to him than his natural philosophy; He was 
no more a consistent follower of Spinoza than of Schelling or Hegel. 
He abhorred not only all philosophical idealism, but any system 
whatever. . . . His poetry, seen in the light reflected upon it by 
his life, appears a mere glorifying of the most commonplace 
material existence, petty vanity, foolish stage adventures and love 
affairs, egotistic self-admiration and sensual love of enjoyment; 
it shows no comprehension of the life of nations, of the sublimity 
of divine revelation and of the Church, no trace of fear or love of 
God, such as inspired the minstrels of the Middle Ages. This 
egotistical demigod no longer stands before us alone, but surrounded 
by a whole swarm of adoring followers, who have long ago rent 
asunder all the diplomatic cobwebs of mystery in which the old 
man draped himself, who deify his sensual love songs as the 
highest and truest poetry, his realism as the loftiest outlook on 
life, his paganism as purified ‘ Christianity,’ his unpardonable 
moral aberrations as ideals of life, who recommend the very essence 
of his errors as the highest development of our national culture to 
be studied and copied by all. 
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“ . . . Surely the danger to religion and morals lurking 
therein needs no further exposition. Goethe’s poetry and life 
speak for themselves. Even if conscientious teachers expound but 
a very limited selection of his works, this offers but slight pro¬ 
tection, as his works are in universal circulation, are obtainable 
everywhere in cheap classical and popular editions, in elegant 
drawing-room volumes elaborately bound, in the most splendid 
editions de luxe. His songs are sung, his dramas acted, his heroes 
and heroines, he himself and the whole galaxy of his loves are 
to be met with in every shop-window. It is not necessary to leam a 
new or an old language in order to understand his poems. His 
ideas and ideals seldom go beyond the comprehension of the most 
commonplace public, and should this be the case, there are numerous 
commentaries at hand which enlarge upon his love affairs under 
pretence of philological erudition. Invested with the authority of 
the greatest classical poet, and regarded as the benefactor and 
glory of the nation, he makes his way into all circles; with his 
bewitching charm, like the Pied Piper of Hamelin, he draws all hearts 
to him, especially those of women and youth. He never preaches 
unbelief and immorality as boldly, as audaciously as Voltaire, 
Wieland or the modern French realists, but always veiled, gently, 
insinuatingly, alluringly, in an apparently innocent form, always 
with an admixture of what is good and true, what is partly good, 
partly true. He undermines the faith and morality of the young 
without their realising the seduction. If the venom of his pagan 
principles is not to penetrate further and further, it is indeed time 
that all those who have any influence on the education of the 
young should take this danger seriously to heart, and unite their 
forces to check it. 

“ Above all, it is evident that the reading and study of Goethe 
must again be restricted in accordance with the principles of truly 
Christian pedagogics, which lays more stress on religious and 
moral training than on beauty of form, style and language. The 
school cannot and must not take part in the modern hero-worship 
of Goethe, if it is to retain its Christianity. It must, on the contrary, 
rectify the erroneous ideas which are necessarily engendered by 
that cult. All precautions, all anthologies, all expurgated school- 
editions are of no avail if the author of Iphigenie, etc., is over- 
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whelmed with praise from a misunderstood patriotism or aesthetic 
over-estimation; if instead of a better authority Eckermann’s 
Gesprdche and lines from Goethe are everlastingly quoted, even 
for the most commonplace occasions ; if all aesthetic and all poetic 
theory is to be based on Goethe ; if he is continually compared 
with Dante, Shakespeare, Calderon, and the young are solemnly 
given to understand that as a poet he has left all the former poets 
far behind him ; that ‘ our Goethe ’ is the greatest poet, the man 
of moBt universal knowledge, the zenith of all civilisation. And 
yet Goethe did not know enough scholastic theology and philosophy 
for the mere comprehension of Dante’s Divine Comedy; he has 
not written a single tragedy which as a stage play can stand 
comparison with the masterpieces of Shakespeare and Calderon. 
. . . Instead of incessant eulogy, let us tell the young plainly how 
low Goethe stands as a man, how hollow and superficial was his 
outlook on life, how immoral and pernicious were his principles, 
how small his importance as a naturalist or art critic. Let us tell 
the young how, after thirty years of foolish wanderings, he turned 
to Aristotle’s Poetics , and as a man of fifty, to the greatest benefit 
of his poetic development, at last studied those rules on art 
which have for centuries constituted the basis of Poetics at all 
Catholic educational establishments. Let us lay before the young 
the restless, fragmentary labours of young Goethe, the enormous 
harm done to him by the frittering away of his energies. Let 
us show them the weaknesses and defects of Goethe’s poetry, 
as contrasted with that of the ancients, of Shakespeare and 
Calderon; There is hardly a quotation from Goethe that could 
not be replaced by one from the ancient classics or from the 
best Catholic writers.* 

“ Why always Goethe, Goethe—nothing but Goethe 1 After 
all, what does it profit the Seven Sacraments if this Privy Councillor 
of Weimar, consort of a dance-loving Christiane Vulpius, considered 
them beautiful, without believing in them % 

“ What avail his sketches of the Flight into Egypt if they only 
serve to introduce our youth into the unclean society of Wilhelm 
Meister ? What good sayings has he ever uttered about the ancients, 
about the Bible, about religion, art, literature and life that cannot 
* Probably from the Poets of the Society of Jesus. See Chapter V. 
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be found more correctly, purely, very often better and more beauti¬ 
fully stated by Catholic thinkers, poets, artists And writers ? Why 
do we refuse credence to the most conscientious Catholic scholars 
and scientific inquirers till Goethe and Eckermann have given 
their blessing ? . . . The Church has never proceeded against 
works of polite literature with that severity which she is wont to 
exercise against strictly theological and philosophical works of 
erroneous and hurtful tendency. Goethe’s works have never been 
placed expressly and distinctly on the Roman Index. They were 
left to its general regulations, as the Popes of the Renaissance once 
left the works of Boccaccio, Valla, Beccadelli and Poggio, to the 
conscience of the individual. This, however, does not amount to 
a free passport for Goethe’s works. Apart from numerous passages 
which sin grievously against the requirements of Christian discipline 
and morals, they are thoroughly leavened with the most dangerous 
errors by which our modem times are affected, and which the 
Vatican Council has expressly repudiated in its binding decrees. 
That rationalism, pantheism and religious indifference in which all 
Goethe’s poetry has its roots, and which is clearly enough displayed 
in his prose writings, has been eternally branded by the Church 
herself. But few of^his works are untouched, or nearly so, by these 
errors, though they appear but rarely in outspoken form; the 
great majority of his writings are steeped in them in a most attrac¬ 
tive and alluring fashion, and are thus fully calculated to trivialise 
and obscure religious ideas, and to weaken and undermine Christian 
faith. The clear vision, faith and steadfastness of every individual 
will modify this influence in very different ways. ... It will be 
a great gain for real Christian education when we revert from an 
almost idolatrous cult of the great poet to a sober, sensible and just 
appreciation of his life and works, when we know him as he actually 
was, and cjo not esteem him beyond his deserts.” 

“ . . . Youths and men will no longer accept a Werther, a Wilhelm 
Meister, a Faust as types of the true German spirit, but as the 
poetical forms of a morally decadent period. They will then 
compare the spurious universality of Goethe with the real univer¬ 
sality of Catholic learning, and will be easily convinced that an 
Angelo Secchi [a Jesuit] understood more of the property of light 
and of the unity of natural forces, a Raphael Garruci and a de Rossi 
0 
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more of Christian art, a Reichsperger and Pugin more of the lavra 
of Gothic architecture, a Jannsen* more of German character, 
history and national spirit, and a Peter Cornelius and Eduard von 
Steinle more about Raphael and Italian painting, a Joseph von 
Gorres more about Mysticismf and German folklore, a Friedrich 
von Schlegel more about universal literature, a Lorinser more about 
Calderon, a Cardinal Wiseman more about Shakespeare than 
Johann Wolfgang Goethe, Heinrich Meyer, Wilhelm Riemer, Peter 
Eckermann and all the rest, together with the comet-like tail of 
philologists and critics, 

“ When this glittering Goethe meteor is no longer considered 
a universal lodestar of real world-philosophy, wisdom and know* 
ledge, we shall once more be able to recognise and show honour 
to other constellations in the firmament of German literature .”t 

It is hard to know whether to marvel most at the 
inferior understanding revealed in these Jesuit appre¬ 
ciations of Lessing, Schiller, and Goethe, or at the hatred 
which casts forth poison against great minds because 
they illumine humanity with their light, and thus remove 
it horn Jesuit influence. 

Whenever we open Baumgartner’s bulky Goethe- 
monograph, the same passion for disparagement, the 
same calumniating malice, are manifested. I quote a few 
examples:— 

u It is most characteristic of Goethe that in this play [Shakes¬ 
peare’s King John ] he was but little interested in its great political, 
ecclesiastic and patriotic motives, nor in the passionate and powerful 
male characters, nor in the pathetic characters of Queen Eleanor 
and Constance, but especially in the two affecting scenes with 
Prince Arthur; not in. the light of a harmless, unfortunate prince, 
as conceived by Shakespeare, but as a girl in boy’s clothes— 
Christiane Neumann. ‘ The whole play now hung upon her. She 

* The notorious Ultramontane fabricator of history. 

| Gorres wrote a half-crazy book on Mysticism. Cf. my work, Das Papsttum 
in seiner eozialhdturellen Wirksamkeit, I. 235-245. 

X Der Alte von Weimar, pp. 271-278, 281-284. 
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acted well, But when Hubert approached with the tonga to put 
out the prince’s eyes, she did not show enough terror. On this, the 
manager, Goethe, tore the tongs from Hubert’s hands, rushed 
at Christiane, and made such terrible eyes at her that she fainted. 
Now, Goethe himself was frightened, knelt down before her, and 
when she recovered consciousness gave her a kiss.* This is the 
chief scene during nearly forty years of stage management described 
in a glorified light in all books on Goethe, even in histories of 
literature. It is a striking proof of the profound contrast between 
the virile and universal genius of a true dramatist like William 
Shakespeare and the lyrical adorer of maidens, Wolfgang Goethe, 
who was more interested in the caress than in King John and all 
the Kings of England, Ireland and Scotland put together.” 

Of Goethe’s attitude towards the French Revolution, 
the Jesuit says :— 

“ And Goethe ? Goethe felt embarrassed, As a true disciple of 
Rousseau and Voltaire, as a decided non-Christian and pagan, he 
could not in common consistency but approve of the thorough 
and complete abolition of the old order of things, the guillotining 
of kings, the old nobility, the priests, the abolition of honour and 
the other remnants of the Seven Sacraments, the secularisation of 
the whole of life, with a view to the speedy occupation of Europe 
with Greek republics, with the greatest possible number of gods, 
hetaerae, philosophers and poets, painters, sculptors, intellectual 
enjoyment and artistic delights. This was his religion and the 
view he took of life. But, as an ordinary Frankfort citiaen, he 
wanted at the same time to eat and sleep in peace; as a Weimar 
Privy Councillor he desired an increase rather than a decrease 
of salary ; as the friend of a Duke, he preferred seeing him crowned 
to seeing him decapitated; The French Republic was not organised 
on the model of Periclean Athens, but according to the uncomfort¬ 
able military rule of Roman agitators, triumvirs and tyrannicides. 
Not poems, but proscription lists, were issued. Olympic games 
were not held, but heads were cut off* The freethinkers in Paris 
were not content with taking an unwedded Vulpius into their 
houses, and having her little boys christened by a gentleman who 
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scarcely believed in Christ himself, simply to throw dust in people’s 
eyes; they preferred to guillotine people who objected to such 
things, to pocket their money, and to remodel the world. That 
would not do at Weimar. All violence was odious to the Privy 
Councillor. Who would read his Tasso , if there were no more 
duchesses and Court ladies ? Who would shed tears over his 
Werther, if the world became so callous and unfeeling ? ” 

Even Goethe’s affecting lines to Schiller’s memory 
serve Baumgartner to asperse the object of his hatred:— 

“ The contrast which Schiller offered to the prevailing tendency 
in Weimar was certainly indicated in a subsequent verse, but it 
was amiably neutralised by the reflection & * He was ours ’—it was 
a cunning stroke of policy. For thus Schiller was for ever bound 
to the triumphal oar of his former rival.”* 

I must, however, say a word in defence of the Jesuit 
Baumgartner against himself, i.e. his publications in dis¬ 
paragement of Goethe and the other classics. These ugly 
judgments are not altogether his innermost convictions. 
Baumgartner’s undeniable poetical talent had led him 
to a considerably higher estimate of the “ Old Man of 
Weimar,” and he had put this conception into writing, 
but was compelled to publish a different version, the one 
prescribed by the censorship of the Order. 

In 1887 , after the conclusion of my theological studies 
at Ditton Hall, I was transferred, in the capacity of 
scriptor, to Exaeten, where the editorial staff of the 
Stimmen aus Maria-Laach was quartered at the time. 
The Jesuit Joseph Fah was editor-in-chief and also Vice- 
Rector of the whole establishment. Fah told me one 
day that, according to the censor’s verdict, Baumgartner 
had concluded his monograph on Goethe with a too 
favourable general estimate; that the manuscript had been 
returned to him (Baumgartner waa, at the time at the 

* Goethe und Schiller, pp. 82-83, 118-119. 
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college of Blyenbeck) with the intimation that the 
criticism on Goethe must be considerably altered in 
an unfavourable direction. I asked, in surprise, “ But 
will Baumgartner do it ? ” Fah answered, “ Of course 
he will.” And he did.* 

This occurrence shows two things: the hatred of the 
Jesuits for Goethe and the power of Jesuit censorship 
and Jesuit obedience. Not in vain do the Constitutions 
of the Order prescribe blind obedience. 

* I know Baumgartner well. I wag with him at Exaeten ior a long time. 
He is the typical example of the transformation Jesuit training can effect in a 
man of real ability. When quite young, on leaving the Jesuit College of Feldkirch, 
he entered the novitiate of the Order. He would have distinguished himself, had 
he been able to develop freely in accordance with his individuality. But the 
Jesuit machine trimmed him, castrated him in mind, will and disposition. Thus 
his mental powers were broken, and worse; he became a zealot, a man who directed 
his rancour against all that is beautiful and true in nature and humanity, while 
inwardly yearning after it, in spite of his invectives. Poor fellow! 
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL AND THEOLOGICAL STUDIES OP THE 
SCHOLASTICATE 

Philosophy and theology, rightly understood, are sepa¬ 
rate, independent branches of knowledge ( Wissenschaften). 
But philosophy, in the Jesuit sense, is altogether dependent 
on theology, is even its “ handmaid ” and “ servant ”:“ The 
professors of philosophy [says the eighth canon of the 
third General Congregation] are to teach philosophy in 
such a manner that it becomes the handmaid and servant 
of true scholastic theology, which is commended to us by 
our Constitutions: * Ut verae theologiae scholasticae , quam 
nobis commendant Constitutiones , ancillari et subservire 
faciant .’ ”* Therefore I shall treat in the same section of 
Jesuit philosophy and theology. 

First, a few words as to the outward form of these 
studies. 

The philosophy course generally lasts for three years, 
though there are some exceptions. Every year there is 
an examination of half an hour, and at the end of the third 
year a final examination of an hour’s duration on the 
whole of philosophy. Only those who “surpass medi¬ 
ocrity ” in this examination ( mediocritcUem superaverint) 
enter on the four years’ course of “ scholastic theology ” 
known as the “ Major Dogma.” Those who do not pass 
the final examination must content themselves with the 
three years’ course, known as the “ Minor Dogma.” Every 

. * Inst. 8.J ., I., 477. 
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year of theological study also ends with an examination. 
The examination of the fourth year (examen rigorosum) 
lasts two hours. This examination decides whether those 
Who possess “ virtue surpassing mediocrity ” are afterwards 
to take the degree of “ professed ” or only that of “ spiritual 
coadjutor.” If the candidate is to become a “ professed ” 
the examination must show that he has attained “ that 
degree of thorough philosophical and theological know¬ 
ledge which will qualify him to teach both subjects 
satisfactorily/’* 

All examinations are oral; they are conducted by 
four examiners under the presidency of the Rector or the 
Provincial, who must swear to fulfil their duty con¬ 
scientiously and to disclose their verdict only to the 
General of the Order and the Provincial,f for entrance 
into the books designated for the purpose. 

If anyone possesses “ conspicuous gifts for ruling or 
preaching ” ( iUustria gubernandi concionandive talenta) 
the “insufficient knowledge” (doctrina impar) shown in 
the examination may be overlooked. This decision is 
exclusively in the hands of the General of the Order. 
Also “excellent knowledge of classical and Indian lan¬ 
guages ” may, if the General consider it advisable, atone 
for the deficiencies in philosophy and theological know¬ 
ledge. J 

In the philosophy year, logic and ontology (the science 
of being) are studied. The second year’s course includes 
natural philosophy (i.e. a medley of miscellaneous matter 
belonging to the domain of natural science, decked out 
with philosophy and styled cosmology, including miracles 
with their criteria), and psychology (simplicity, spiritu¬ 
ality, immortality of the soul, its connection with the 

* Rules 17 and 19 for the Provincial. 

t Rule 19, 12 for the Provincial; Congreg. 12, Decret. 22. 

X Rule 19, 10 for the Provincial; Congreg. 6, Decret. 15. 
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body, its difference from the animal soul). The third 
year’s course comprises ethics (natural morality) and 
natural theology (theodicy). In the last two years there 
are also a few lessons on chemistry, physics, botany, and 
astronomy. Instruction and achievement in these branches 
of science hardly correspond to the work done in the middle 
and higher forms of a gymnasium. When I studied philo¬ 
sophy at Blyenbeck, “ lectures ” delivered by the Jesuit 
Epping on astronomy were anything rather than scientific. 
We laughed a good deal, slept not a little (the lessons 
were early in the afternoon), and profited accordingly. 

In the case of theological studies the system is not 
quite so hard and fast. The two professors of theology 
—generally there are no more—arrange among them¬ 
selves, with the permission of the Principal and the Prefect 
of Studies, how the theological subject matter shall be 
distributed over four or, as the case may be, three years. 

Together with the scholastic—i.e. speculative—the¬ 
ology a two-years’ course on moral theology (casus con- 
scientiae) is given. This is an extremely important—I 
might almost say all-important—branch of Jesuit study, 
by which the young Jesuit is trained for practical life, 
and especially for his work in the confessional. 

The pupils receive the summary of the lectures in the 
form of hectographed “ codices.” No notes are taken 
during lectures. Neither are text-books used except for 
moral theology, where the Theologia moralis of the Jesuit 
Lehmkuhl is the text-book in use. 

What has been imparted in the lectures is elaborated 
and impressed upon the mind by regular disputations. 
Great importance is attached to these. The ordinary 
disputation, of one hour’s duration, held several times a 
week, is called a “ Circle ” (Circulus). Every Saturday 
a more important debate, “ Sabbatina ”—short for 
disputatio sabbatina —is held. The “ disputationes men - 
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struae” held five or six times a year, are attended with 
special solemnities. The Rector of the House appears at 
the head of the other Fathers, and so does the Provincial, 
if he happens to be in residence. Whereas in the “ Circle ” 
and “ Sabbatina ” the defenders and opposers are chosen 
in advance, and only a few theses (mostly those gone 
through immediately before) are selected for debate, in 
the “ Menstruae ” the proposers are only nominated by 
the Prefect of Studies at the outset of the debate (everyone 
is expected to be prepared), and the theses to be defended 
extend over a wider field. 

The form of all disputations is the same. The defender 
announces the thesis, defines the status questionis — i,e. 
explains what the thesis asserts and what it does not assert 
—and states the arguments for its correctness in syllogistic 
form. In theological theses the proofs are generally of three 
kinds. 1. From the Holy Scriptures (ex s. scriptura ). 
2. From reason (ex ratione). 3. From pronouncements of 
the Fathers of the Church (ex s. s. Patribus). Thesis, 
status questionis y and arguments are committed to memory 
as literally as possible from the “ Codices.” When the 
defender has concluded his final argument, the opposer 
attacks the thesis. And now begins a verbal dispute in 
strictly scholastic-syllogistic form between defender and 
opposer, until the defender either succeeds in solving the 
difficulties or breaks down in the attempt. If he fails, 
he is, as the scholastic slang has it, “ in the sack ” (in 
sacco), and the professor presiding at the disputation 
intervenes to save the threatened thesis. At the 
“ Menstruae ” the invited Fathers also take part in 
the debate. 

Sometimes, though rarely, “ public performances ” 
(actus publici ) are organised, i.e. one person supports a 
number of theological and philosophical theses against 
opposers from among the secular clergy or the priests of 
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the Order. No such ceremony took place during my 
period of study. 

Some, whom the Order wishes to train more fully 
for some special service, pass through a biennium in 
theology, philosophy, or one of the kindred branches of 
knowledge (Exegesis, Church Law, Church History), after 
the four years’ course. 

In all lectures and disputations the use of Latin is 
compulsory. 

And now as to the spirit of the studies. 

As regards philosophy, let me first refer to what I have 
already quoted from the Constitutions of the Order, from 
the Scheme of Studies, and from decrees of the General 
Congregation as to the fundamental standpoint adopted 
by the Jesuit Order in philosophy. Unswerving adherence 
to the peripatetic system of Aristotle (who died 322 b.c.) 
—again solemnly declared in 1883 J—with partial appli¬ 
cation of this system even to questions of natural science, 
and a re-endorsement of resolutions passed by the General 
Congregations of the Order in the eighteenth century 
(1706 and 1751) in favour of the Aristotelian system. 

The argument for this adherence to Aristotle is very 
characteristic: 

“ That philosophy must be followed because it is more 
useful to theology.”* 

From this Aristotelian standpoint, it is self-evident 
that the whole of modem philosophy must be sorely 
neglected. Minds like Descartes, Leibnitz, Spinoza, Kant, 
Hegel, Fichte, Schelling, Schopenhauer, E. von Hartmann, 
etc., are disposed of by inadequate theses. A few syllo¬ 
gisms, and a Kant, a Descartes, etc., fall to the ground. 

Here once again I keenly regret that when I left the 
Order I left behind all my manuscript notes. From the 
“ Codices ” of my period of Jesuit study a clear and 

* Gongreg. 23 of the year 1883; Decret. 15. 
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instructive description might have been given of the 
treatment allotted to the study of modern philosophy by 
the “ modem ” Jesuit. 

The works of modern philosophers were not placed in 
our hands. The few details concerning them in our 
“ Codices ” represented for us the sum total of their 
publications. The reference libraries at our disposal con¬ 
tained exclusively the works of Jesuit writers. It is the 
same here as with the piety and asceticism of the Order: 
Jesuits, Jesuits, Jesuits, and nothing but Jesuits! 

I feel ashamed and indignant when I remember that 
when I was thirty years old I used to be content with 
the ill-concocted dilution which the Order served up to me 
as the quintessence of the labours of these great thinkers. 
Kant especially was treated with a superficiality that 
surpassed everything. I only made this great man’s 
acquaintance when I was staying in Berlin in 1888, on a 
mission for the Jesuit Order. There, free from police 
supervision, I plunged deeply into the study of his works. 
He became my chief liberator, who enlarged my innermost 
thoughts, and opened a new and unknown horizon to my 
ideas. How I apologised to him for having thought so 
poorly of him when I was a Jesuit-Scholastic ! But the 
fault was not mine ! 

Peter Beckx, General of the Order, in his official letter 
of July 15th, 1854, to Count Leo Thun, Austrian Minister 
of Public Instruction, draws a picture, both pertinent and 
vested with supreme authority, of the Jesuit attitude 
towards any development of philosophy later than that 
of the ancients or the Middle Ages : ■ ,< 

“ How can we place reliance in philosophy as it has shown 
itself in our days, how can we with any confidence expect to gain 
from it knowledge and a basis for truth, when its four great schools, 
which under Kant, Fichte, Schelling and Hegel by turns subjugated 
the whole of Germany, finally melted away into pure (sic) atheism, 
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and were abandoned one after the other, and at the same time— 
to say nothing of religious and political degeneration—have left 
behind them a state of doubt, uncertainty and almost universal 
confusion, in which men continue their contention, but without 
appearing to understand one another’s meaning ? 

“ What has caused this state of things ? Simply this : The 
ground which was wrested from true philosophy by the afore¬ 
mentioned four schools has not been recovered, and men, either not 
understanding the real cause of the evil or not wishing to admit 
it, seek it ever along fresh paths, thus falling from one error into 
another. The truly Catholic Universities were always agreed and 
clear as to the basis of philosophy [the Aristotelian system].”* 

And twenty years later the Jesuit Ebner characterises 
in an official controversial treatise against Joh. Kelle, 
Professor at the University of Prague, the whole of modem 
philosophy by the scornful words : 

“ Futile vagaries, confused ideas, foolish arrogance and charla¬ 
tanism clothed in boastful, empty phrases in a repulsive, unintel¬ 
ligible jargon; systems as hostile to sound sense as to God and 
Christianity, all of which really tend towards materialism and 
pantheism, and which perhaps have recently reached their climax 
and, it is t6 be hoped, their conclusion, in the absurdities and 
blasphemies of that monstrous abortion, the * Philosophy of the 
Unconscious’” (Phtiosophie des TJnbewussten)^ 

The following facts, too, speak for themselves : Piccolo- 
mini, General of the Order, issued a decree in 1661 , for 
“ the higher studies,” which to this day is found unaltered 
in the official edition of the Constitutions of the Order. 
In it is stated: 

“The Prefect of Studies is to see to it that the Aristotelian 
definitions of origins, causes, nature, the motion, and the continuum, 
the infinite, are accurately explained, and that natural philosophy 

* MonaUblatt fur Kathcl. UnierricMs- u. Erxiehungs-wesen. 12Jahrg. Munster. 
P. 294. 

f Beleuchtung der Schrift des Herm Dr. Johann KeUe : Die J esuitengymnatim 
in Oesterreith. Lina, 1874. Pp. 596-696. 
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is thoroughly discussed according to the Aristotelian arrangement; 
In Aristotle’s de Cado, the nature, properties and influence of 
the heavens on the sublunary bodies, are not to be omitted. In 
the first book on generation, the Aristotelian doctrine on genera¬ 
tion and corruption is to be thoroughly studied.” 

To an inquiry sent by the Province of the Upper 
Rhine, Gonzalez, General of the Order, under threats of a 
heavy penalty, pronounced against the introduction of 
“ new philosophical ideas ” into the schools of the Order.* 

His successor, Tamburini, prohibited thirty propositions 
from the works of Descartes and Leibnitz.f Up to the 
year 1832 Aristotle was the text-book used for the entire 
three years’ course in philosophy. J 

What spirit, then, prevails in theology ? That of the 
medieval scholastics, in particular the spirit of Thomas 
Aquinas, prince of scholastics, who died in 1274. 

The Second Rule for the Teacher in Theology, as stated 
in the Ratio Studiorum , is : 

“ In Scholastic Theology our people are to follow 
strictly ( omnino sequantur) the teaching of St. Thomas; 
they are to regard him as their own teacher {eumque ut 
doctorem proprium haheant), and do their utmost to inspire 
the students with enthusiasm for his teaching.” 

This order, dating from the year 1599, is even surpassed 
by the 15th Decree, issued in 1883, by the twenty-third 
General Congregation of the Order: 

“ Our most holy master, Leo XIII., having a few years ago 
commanded through an encyclical Aeterni Patris how the studies 
of Christian schools under the guidance of the Angelic Doctor 
[Doctor Angdicus is the official designation of Thomas Aquinas] 
are to be brought back to the wisdom of ancient times, the Society 
of Jesus, for the first time since the issue of the encyclical assem¬ 
bled at a General Congregation, considers it advisable to give an 


• Monum. Germ, paid., 9, 122. 
t Ibid. % Ibid., 16, 464. 
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unequivocal token of its filial obedience and consent by a public 
and solemn declaration. In the conviction, therefore, that it could 
do nothing more agreeable or more conducive to the fulfilment of 
the wishes of his Holiness than to establish anew what has long 
ago been confirmed to the same effect by our ancestors, the Con¬ 
gregation decides by the motion of the Very Venerable General 
that: what was ordered by our holy Father Ignatius in his Con¬ 
stitutions (IV., 14, n. 1), and by the fifth General Congregation 
in the 41st and 56th Decrees, is to remain in full force—namely, 
our people are to regard St. Thomas in all respects as their own 
teacher and are to be bound in duty (teneaniur) to follow him in 
Scholastic Theology.”* 

One point here is specially noteworthy: 

Whilst the Ratio of the year 1599, in the same rulef 
which sets up Thomas Aquinas as a prominent authority, 
makes this reservation : “ It is not to he understood from 
this that we may never deviate from him in any single 
point”; the decree of the Congregation of the year 1883 
drops this reservation, and changes the more lenient 
expression of the Ratio into a binding law: 

“ They [the Jesuits] are to be bound to follow him 
[Thomas Aquinas] in Scholastic Theology ”: eumque in 
scholastica theologia sequi teneantur. 

One word about the encyclical on which the decree of 
the Congregation is based. It is that of August 4th, 1879, 
in which Leo XIII. commands the revival of philosophy 
and theology in the spirit of the Scholastic School, and 
designates Thomas Aquinas as the leader they are to 
follow: 

u Among scholastic teachers, Thomas Aquinas, prince and 
master of all, is by far the greatest. . . . There is no department 
of philosophy which he has not treated with perspicuity and 
thoroughness. ... He was successful both in overcoming all 

* Monum. Germ. paed. 2, 118. 

| Rule 2 for^the Professor of Theology. 
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errors in the past, and in providing victorious weapons against all 
errors that may arise in ages to come.” 

After quoting the eulogies of Thomas Aquinas by 
earlier Popes, he continues thus : 

“ A crowning glory which no other Catholic theologian shares 
with him was conferred on him, when the Fathers of the Council 
of Trent, in the very hall where they were assembled, commanded 
that, together with the Holy Scriptures and Papal decrees, the 
Summa [St. Thomas’s principal work, entitled Summa theologica] 
should be laid on the altar, so that counsel, proofs and solutions 
might be drawn therefrom. . . . Civil society also would gain 
much in peace and security if a healthier doctrine, more in harmony 
with the orthodox faith as set forth in the works of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, were taught at their academies and schools. We earnestly 
exhort you all, reverend brethren, for the promotion of all know¬ 
ledge, to reintroduce the golden wisdom of St. Thomas, and to 
propagate it as far as possible. ...” 

This declaration, as we have seen, gave the Jesuits a 
pretext for promulgating anew, in more stringent form, 
the old decree of the Order concerning the preservation of 
St. Thomas’s spirit in philosophy and theology. But there 
is yet more ! Papal encyclicals and decrees of the Con¬ 
gregations of the Order are identical; they have one and 
the same origin—the Society of Jesus. For the “ German ” 
Jesuit, Joseph Kleutgen, is the author of the encyclical 
Aeterni PcUris. This I was told by the Jesuit Meschler 
when he was Provincial of the German Province. This 
is a significant proof, not only of the fact that Jesuit 
theology is firmly rooted in the Summa of the Monk 
of the Middle Ages, but also of the unobtrusive but mighty 
power which the Jesuit Order exercises on the Papacy. 
It writes to all the “ Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops 
and Bishops of the Catholic world who live in grace and 
unison with the Apostolic Chair ” [invariable heading of 
all Papal Encyclicals]; it points out the path to be 
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followed by Catholic theological studies in all countries; 
thus the Order is the greatest obstacle to modern evolution 
of Catholic thought. And doubtless the encyclical con¬ 
cerning the revival of philosophy and theology according 
to the principles and precepts of Thomas Aquinas is not 
the only one signed by the Pope which was composed by 
the Society of Jesus. 

If I blame the Order for their rigid adherence to 
Aristotelian philosophy and Thomistic theology* I would 
in no way underrate the great intellects of Aristotle and 
Thomas Aquinas. 

Both are conspicuously eminent—the heathen Greek 
even more than the Christian Monk—among the intel¬ 
lectual heroes of all ages. Both were creative geniuses, 
who stimulated and deepened the human mind. And 
however narrow was the field for which Aquinas worked, 
he was an Ultramontane Catholic in the narrowest sense, f 
In this field he has dug shafts and piled up heights which, 
considered from the standpoint of metaphysical-ultra¬ 
montane speculation, are admirable. But we are not 

* In order to guard against quibbling, I observe that the expression 
“ Thomistic ” is not used here in the sense of “ Thomism,” but as the definition 
of a form of theology which, like the Jesuit theology, acknowledges Thomas 
Aquinas as its leader and chief teacher. By “ Thomism ” is understood the inter¬ 
pretation put upon the words of Thomas Aquinas by his commentators (Cajetan, 
Soto, Melchior Canus, etc.). To “ Thomism " in its narrowest sense, i.e. the 
“ Doctrine of Grace,” attributed to Thomas by his interpreters, the Jesuits have 
opposed Molinism (so called after the Jesuit Molina), which also refers its “ Con¬ 
ception of Grace ” to Thomas Aquinas. Both doctrines are unworthy of an ideal 
conception of God. 

t The ignorance prevailing even in highly cultured non-Catholic circles with 
regard to Thomas Aquinas as a narrow, Ultramontane theologian is shown by a 
speech of the well-known Dr. Friedrich Naumann at the Protestant Congress 
at Bremen in September, 1909. Naumann, speaking on liberalism in religion 
and politics, represented Thomas Aquinas as a theologian of liberal opinions, 
whom, however, the Roman Church of to-day, with diplomatic cunning, honoured 
as her own, and thus kept up the appearance of large-mindednees, while the 
Protestant Church repudiated many evangelical liberal theologians with hurtful 
shortsightedness. From this estimate of Thomas (I heard it myself) it seems to 
be impossible that Dr. Naumann can ever have looked into a single one of the 
Dominican’s works. 
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concerned with the individual greatness of the Stagirite 
and Aquinas, but with the circumstance that an organisa¬ 
tion with pretensions to intellectual and scholarly vitality, 
the Jesuit Order, continues to draw its supplies of know¬ 
ledge and learning from sources which flowed hundreds, 
nay thousands, of years ago, and that by this retrograde 
direction of mind it shows itself hostile to progress and 
uncompromisingly refuses to tread new paths. 

Certainly the Order has one good excuse: it is ultra¬ 
montane, therefore progress in knowledge is impossible 
for it, as for the whole ultramontanised Catholic Church of 
which it forms a part. But, if est ut est aut non est explains 
and excuses everything from the Jesuit’s point of view, 
the world which is neither Jesuit nor Ultramontane cannot 
accept this excuse in passing an objective judgment on 
the Order; it is compelled to say: Your principles are 
indeed necessary to yourself and your own existence, but 
in themselves they are retrograde and contain the negation 
of living scholarship. 

I have already pointed out the great importance 
attached by the Order in its theological and philosophical 
school work to the scholastic-syllogistic method. And 
rightly! For this form is more than a form, it is the outward 
and visible sign of the spirit prevailing in Jesuit studies. 

The 13th Rule for the Teacher of Philosophy in the 
Ratio , even the “ new ” one of 1832, runs thus : 

“ At the very outset of their studies in logic, the 
young people [scholastics] must be trained to feel that 
nothing is more disgraceful in the disputations than any 
deviation from the syllogistic form, and the teacher must 
insist with special force on the strict observance of the 
laws of the disputation and the prescribed alternation of 
attack and defence.” 

From the Manual on Logic for the Use of Schools* by 

* Logica in umm Scholarum (Freiburg, 1893), p. 96. 
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the Jesuit Frick, I quote a specimen of a disputation, in 
Latin however, for this sort of thing cannot he translated 
without almost destroying its effect. First, the ‘ c Defendens 5 5 
proposes the thesis, stating the arguments in favour: 

Defendens: “ Scepticismus universalis , ut doctrina 

repugnat. Probatur: 1. ex ipsa assertione scepticismi; 
2. ex principio contradictionis. 

The “ Defendens ” having explained the arguments, 
the “ Objiciens ” begins his work : 

Objiciens : “ Scepticismus universalis , ut doctrina non 
repugnat . Probatur: Qui saepe fallitur, nullam (idem 
meretur. Atqui ratio saepe fallitur. Ergo nullam fidem 
meretur .” 

The “ Defendens ” repeats the Syllogism of the 
“ Objiciens ,” and follows it up with his “ distinctions,” 
and thus the disputation is set going : 

Qui saepe fallitur nullam fidem meretur: distinguo 
majorem: qui fallitur per se: concedo majorem; qui 
fallitur per aecidens: subdistinguo majorem: non meretur 
fidem , nisi quando error ille aecidentalis exdudalur : concedo 
majorem: quando exdusus est: nego majorem. 

Atqui: ratio saepe fallitur: contradistinguo minorem : 
ratio fallitur per se et in evidentibus: nego minorem: per 
aecidens et in non evidentibus : transeat minor. 

Ergo : nullam fidem meretur : distinguo consequens: 
non meretur fidem in evidentibus : nego consequens ; in non 
evidentibus : subdistinguo consequens: nisi constet de 
ratiocinii legitimitate: transeat consequens: si constet: 
nego consequens. 

Objiciens: “ Atqui ratio fallitur per se : ergo nulla 
distinction 

The “ Defendens ” repeats the subsumptio of the 
“ Objiciens : 

Defendens : “ Atqui ratio fallitur per se: nego minorem 
subsumptam.” 
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Objiciens: “ Probo minorem subsceptam: ratio 

Jiumana essentialiter est fallibilis ; atqui quod rationi 
essentiale est, illi 'per se et semper convenit ; ergo ratio est 
per se et semper fallibilis .” 

After again repeating the words of the “ Objiciens” 
the “ Defendens ” continues : 

“ Ratio Humana essentialiter est fallibilis : distinguo 
majorem : ex essentia rationis est, ut possitfalli per accidens, 
sel ex defectu evidential alicujus objecti, concedo majorem; 
ex essentia rationis est, ut possit etiam falli per se, i.e. sub 
conditione requisita evidential : nego majorem; atqui quod 
rationi essentiale est. Mi per se et semper convenit : concedo 
minorem ; ergo ratio est per se et semper fallibilis : distinguo 
consequens : per se et semper convenit rationi ut actu errare 
possit : nego consequens; per se et semper convenit rationi, ut 
sit talis, quae per accidens errare possit : concedo consequens.” 

The syllogistic-formalistic characteristics of the dis¬ 
putation, conspicuous in the terms atqui, distinguo, sub - 
distinguo, transeat, concedo and the like, I have marked 
by different type. If we realise that this formalism holds 
sway in the Jesuit schools evening after evening, year after 
year, we shall understand how these mechanical ossified 
forms gradually produce a similar rigidity of the intellect. 
The apparent gain in clearness and certainty from the 
numerous short distinctions is acquired at the cost of a 
deeper and more living comprehension of the questions 
debated. With the aid of three, four, or even five or six 
“ distinctions,” the number does not matter, a Jesuit 
pupil is ready at a moment’s notice to dispose of the most 
difficult problems. In order not to seem unjust, I have 
purposely given an instance of a disputation in which the 
distinctions and the syllogistic form really lead to a clear 
and correct result, which could, however, have been 
attained just as quickly and clearly without the scholastic 
paraphernalia, i.e. the inconsistency of absolute scepticism. 



26 o 


Fourteen Years a Jesuit 


But if we now imagine this method applied to dark and 
abstruse questions of philosophy and theology, in which 
scholasticism abounds, the result, instead of enlarging our 
comprehension, is mere wordy warfare and dreary verbosity. 
The combatant who disposes of the best equipped arsenal 
of distinctions—and in this respect the wealth of scholas¬ 
ticism is amazing—comes off victorious ; he “ resolves ” 
the difficulties, and “ defends ” the thesis. But neither 
the solution nor the defence advances our comprehension 
by a single hair. Formaliter , materialiter, essentialiter , 
accidentaliter, potentialiter , actualiter, abstracte, concrete, 
entitative , terminative , reduplicative, simpliciter , absolute, 
relative, virtualiter, secundum quid : these are but a few of 
the literally endless terms on the disputation list, which 
professors and students have at their disposal, and on 
the skilful choice of which depend a successful solution 
and defence. Such expressions as potentialiter nego , 
actualiter concedo, entitative transeat, terminative concedo, 
virtualiter subdistinguo, or other similar distinctions, suffice 
to solve every problem of theoretical knowledge of theology 
in heaven and earth, and to refute all the works of Spinoza, 
Kant, Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and the rest. 

This barrenness and lack of progressive spirit which 
have characterised scholasticism from its first origin to 
the present day are due not so much to the rigidity of 
ecclesiastical dogma—since the dogmas that have been 
defined during the last thousand years might be counted 
on the fingers of one hand—as in the rigid, formalistic, 
syllogistic treatment which ecclesiastical philosophy and 
theology have received in the scholastic schools. In this 
form, hermetically sealed and reeking with the musty 
smell of centuries, the first conditions of life—air and 
light—are lacking. 

Is it not a remarkable circumstance, alone sufficing to 
condemn this formalism, that all further development in 
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philosophical and theological thought was and is accom¬ 
plished outside the syllogistic form ? Within this brazen 
tower of scholasticism revolve, mechanically set in motion 
by syllogisms, the ancient, petrified distinctions on the 
pointed axis of a concedo , transeat , negoj subdistinguo. The 
stream of life flows past this structure. 

Perhaps we might apply the words of Mephistopheles 
to the scholastic syllogistic disputations : 

“ Foi just when the ideas are lacking 
A word may prove most opportune.”* 

Then there is another point: the use of the Latin 
language for all lectures and disputations. 

However much and rightly we may value the strictly 
logical structure of the Latin language, and however 
justly we may find in it a suitable aid for scholarly inter¬ 
national intercourse, still it cannot be doubted that the 
exclusive use of Latin for philosophical and theological 
speculation must have the effect of hindering and benumb¬ 
ing the spirit of research. Free, living and fructifying 
thought is only possible in the mother tongue, i.e. in a form 
that is most easily and naturally handled, and the same 
applies to the expression of the thought. Those who use 
a dead language to express their innermost and deepest 
cognition, must at once renounce the possibility of any 
true and complete development. They castrate it at 
birth. The free development of cognition requires a living 
pliant form capable of development. Scholastic philosophy 
and theology make use of a dead language because they 
themselves are dead, i.e. incapable of development, because 
they abide motionless by the standpoint of hundreds, 
even thousands, of years ago (I refer to Aristotle and 
Thomas Aquinas); and they abide by it because, among 
other reasons, they make use of a dead language. It 


* Goethe. Faust, I. 
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is impossible to express philosophical and theological life 
in Latin. To translate Kant or Fichte, Schleiermacher or 
Biedermann, to say nothing of the moderns, into Latin 
is a contradiction in terms. Only where nothing can be 
added or taken from the doctrine, only where the stream 
of time has not forced the Middle Ages aside, is Latin a 
suitable mode of expression, as is the case in the language 
of inscriptions on monumental tombstones. 

Besides these fundamental limitations to philosophical 
and theological research and systematic checks on the 
mobility of the intellect, the Jesuit Order has a considerable 
number of Special Regulations, all with the same aim: 
to fetter intellectual freedom, and cultivate exactly the 
same knowledge in all members of the Order. The pro¬ 
duction of “ silently revolving and smoothly rounded 
balls ” is also the main aim of Jesuit scholarship. 

The most important of the regulations are these: 

“ In accordance with the teaching of the Apostle, we should 
be of one mind, and, so far as is possible, also use the same utterance. 
Differences of doctrine are not to be allowed either in word, in 
public pleadings, or in written works. . . . Yes, even difference 
of opinion in practical matters, which is apt to prove the mother 
of discord and foe to the union of will, is to be avoided, as far as 
possible. But union and mutual conformity are to be most sedu¬ 
lously cultivated, and nothing opposed to these must be tolerated.”* 

“Without consulting the Superiors no new questions (in 
philosophy) are to be proposed, nor yet any opinion which is not 
at any rate based on some good authority; nor should anything 
be defended which is contrary to the traditional philosophical 
principles and the general opinion of the schools. Those who are 
disposed to innovation or to free thought must be removed from 
the teaching office without hesitation.”! 

“ Since novelty or difference of opinion may not only hinder 
the very aim which the Society has set before itself to the greater 

* Summ. Const, n. 42. Const. III., 1, 18. 
j- Cong. 5. Deeret. 51. Inst. S.J., I., 253. 



Studies of the Scholasticate 263 

glory of God, but also cause the very existence of the Society to 
totter, it is necessary to check by definite legislation in all possible 
ways intellectual licence (licentiam ingeniorum) in the introduction 
and pursuit of such opinions.”* 

“ Even in the case of opinions about which Catholic Doctors 
(Professors) are not agreed among themselves [where there is 
freedom of opinion] care must be taken that there should be con¬ 
formity [lack of freedom] in the Society itself.”f 

“No one should teach anything which is not in conformity 
with the spirit of the Church and tradition, or which could in any 
way lessen the faith and zeal of true piety. ... No one should 
defend an opinion which the majority of the learned judge to be 
contrary to the accepted doctrines of the philosophers or theo¬ 
logians or the general opinion of the schools. ... In the case 
of questions which have already been treated by others, no one 
should follow new opinions, nor yet should new questions be 
introduced concerning matters in any way connected with religion 
or of any great importance, without first taking counsel with the 
Prefect of Studies or the Superiors. Care should be taken that the 
philosophy professors take to heart the directions in the eighth 
canon of the third General Congregation. J For the attainment of 
this end it will be of great assistance if by means of careful selection 
only those are admitted to teach philosophy and theology . . . 
whose obedience and submissiveness are evident, and that all who 
are not so disposed ... be removed from the teaching office 
and utilised in other occupations.” § 

“ Since it is not infrequently doubtful whether or not any doctrine 
is new [and therefore must not be taught], and whether anything 
differs from the usual school interpretation, which might lead to 
difficulties between the Prefect of Studies [who has the chief 
direction of the studies] and the Professors, this rule is laid down 
If the Prefect of Studies opposes a doctrine . . . the Professor 
must follow the view of the Prefect and may neither teach nor 
defend the doctrine in question, until the Superiors, to whom the 
matter must be submitted, have given their decision. If the 

* Rule 54 for the Provincial: Inst. 8.J., L, 43. 

t Const. III., 1. Declar. 0. Inst. 8.J., I., 43. 

% P. 246. 

§ Instruction of General Acquaviva: Monum. Germ. <paed., 4, 12 et seq. 
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Professor abides by his opinion the Rector should secretly take the 
opinion of three or four learned fathers; if these, or the majority, 
decide that the Prefect is in the right, the Rector is to see to it 
that the Professor submits absolutely (omnino), and similarly in 
the opposite case. But that no suspicion may rest on the decision 
of the fathers, only such fathers are to be chosen for this purpose 
who are in no way addicted to new doctrine, and who are equally 
well disposed to the Prefect and the Professor. If the Rector has 
no such fathers at his disposition, he should apply to the Provincial 
Superior, so that he may in the manner described ask counsel of 
some such fathers. If even this is of no avail, and if the differences 
of opinion [in a matter of scholarship !] cannot be reconciled, it rests 
with the Superior to punish those who are at fault in the matter.”* 

Finally, the panacea for preventing any individuality 
in scholarship, any step on a new path, is the strict and 
comprehensive literary censorship at the disposal of the 
Order. 

“ The eleventh General Congregation in its 18th decree already 
laid down the severest penalties (deprivation of office, forfeiture of 
the right to vote and stand for election) for those who published 
books without permission. Under the heading of ‘ books ’ are 
included pamphlets, single sheets and anything (quidquid) which 
attains publicity in print.”f 

For works on dogma four censors are requisite; for 
exegesis, church history and philosophy, three; for all 
other books, pamphlets, or articles, two. Not only the text, 
but also the preface and title of a work must be submitted 
to the censor. Besides the general censors in Rome, special 
censors are appointed for every Province; they are to 
realise to the full the great importance of their office. J 

Finally, General Peter Beckx, on May 11th, 1862, 
issued a comprehensive Instruction, which presents the 
present theory and practice of the Jesuit literary eensor- 

* Ordinance as to the Higher Studies: Inst. 8.J., II., 557. 

t Inst. S.J., I., 350; cf. Const. VII., 4, 11. 

% Regulae Revisorum gen. reg., 1, 2, 15. Inst. S.J., II., 71 et seq. 
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ship, without, however, modifying the above-quoted rules. 
The most important points in this Ordinatio are : 

1. Every one who desires to publish anything must first 
submit it to the Provincial that he may judge whether its 
publication would be advantageous. 2. The Provincial 
is to report to the General about it. 3. If the Provincial 
approves it he is to hand it on to the censors. 4. The 
censors are to be appointed by the Provincial; they are 
to be anonymous to the author of the work and he to 
them. 5. The censors must carefully observe the rules 
of the Roman general revisionists. 6. Books on the Con¬ 
stitution of the Society of Jesus, its rights and privileges, 
as well as those which the General may reserve for his own 
censorship, may only be published after being approved 
by special censors appointed by the General. 7. If the 
censors are unanimous in their opinion that a work may 
be published, “ because in their opinion it surpasses 
mediocrity appreciably in its own particular kind ” (quod 
mediocritatem in suo genere non mediocriter superare censeant) 9 
the Provincial must at once give his consent to the publi¬ 
cation. If the censors fail to agree, the Provincial is to 
refer the matter to the General. 8. The censors are to 
report their decisions to the General and Provincial. 

9. The censors should note anything which, in their opinion, 
should be altered, and should emphasise what in their 
opinion are essential and what unessential alterations. 

10. The comments of the censors may be communicated 
to the author (without giving their names). 11. Anything 
which any member of the Society of Jesus writes, whether 
anonymously or under his own name, whether a thesis, 
preface, letter or dedicatory epistle, title, superscription, 
must be submitted to the censorship. 12. Similarly with 
articles in newspapers or periodicals. 13. If a grievous 
calumny is circulated against the Society of Jesus the 
local Superior may, if the Provincial cannot be consulted, 
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give permission for its refutation, but this must first be 
read through, by two suitable fathers. 14. The Provincial 
may entrust to the Local Superiors the examination of the 
announcements, etc., published by schools. 15. New 
editions and also translations must be submitted to the 
censorship. 16. No publishing contract may be concluded 
until the whole work has been submitted to the censor.* 

Nearly all books published by Jesuits bear the 
imprimatur of the Order in the form of a special permit 
signed by the Provincial. For special reasons this may 
be omitted. The wording of the Jesuit imprimatur, at 
any rate in the German Province, is invariable, e.g.: 

“ Since the work with the title Biology and Theory of Evolution, 
third edition, composed by Erich Wasmann, Priest of the Society 
of Jesus, has been examined by some revisers of the same Society, 
commissioned for the purpose, who approved its publication, we 
accordingly give our permission that, provided it seem good to 
the persons concerned, it should be printed. For purposes of 
authentication this document, signed by us and provided with 
our official seal, may serve. Exaeten, July 29th, 1906. Father Karl 
Schaffer, S.J., President of the German Province of the Order.” 

My reason for reproducing the imprimatur of this 
particular work is that it is not theological but scientific, 
and that its author, the Jesuit Erich Wasmann, on the 
strength of this work claims a place in the ranks of 
scientists who pursue free research. But the very first 
page of his book shows plainly the extent of his “ free ” 
research ; it is the censors and the Provincial of the Order, 
i.e. theologians, who have to decide whether the biological 
investigations are to be published or not. 

As with this book so with all others, no matter whether 
they treat of history, art, mathematics, astronomy, botany, 
zoology, physics, or any other subject. Before they can 
appear, the red or blue pencil of the theological censor 
* Inst. 8.J., II., 253 et aeq. 
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does its work, and the Provincial, who usually knows next 
to nothing of secular learning, decides whether the manu¬ 
script is to be published or not. Indeed, my own Pro¬ 
vincial Superiors, the Jesuits Hovel, Meschler, Lohmann, 
Ratgeb, had only received the philosophical and theo¬ 
logical training of the Order. 

In answer to the objection that the Society is bound 
to act thus in order to maintain its internal solidarity, 
since liberty of thought and teaching would be centrifugal 
forces tending to its destruction, I say: True, but unity 
and uniformity in thought and teaching brought about by 
law and the threat of punishment combined with a strict 
censorship, are the grave of all true striving after know¬ 
ledge, and admit of no free, continuous development of 
human cognition. Where learning is made to serve 
purposes which lie outside its scope, its exercise cannot 
produce true knowledge. But in the Jesuit Order every¬ 
thing is made to subserve the ends of the Order, above all 
the learning which, regarded from without, seems to be 
cultivated with such zeal. And one of the chief ends is 
the strengthening of its own inner life, the extension of 
its power, the deepening of its influence over men, and 
eventually the strengthening of the Roman Church, with 
all its claims to temporal and political dominion. But 
crudely biased learning is not learning at all, even if (as 
I must show later) individual achievements of individual 
Jesuits may and do have scholarly value. But these are 
exceptions to the rule; their scholarship is good, not 
because, but in spite of their being Jesuits; they are but 
accidents in the domain of learning. 

But the Order knows no mercy when the scholarly 
achievements of members do not fit into its own frame¬ 
work of learning. Then the censorship and punishment 
do their worst. 

In the years 1890 and 1891 I was myself book-censor 
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(i censor librorum ) for the German Province, a position 
which may testify to my reputation for learning in the 
Order. I am therefore exactly informed of the methods 
of Jesuit censorship. When the interest of the Order is 
opposed, not the smallest regard is paid to personal 
freedom, nor to the established results of scientific investi¬ 
gation or individual ability. The censorship deletes and 
the author submits ; the punitive authority punishes and 
the culprit remains dumb. 

In the last year of my theological studies one of my 
fellow-scholastics, a man of superior gifts, who was specially 
interested in natural science, the Jesuit Breitung, wrote 
an article for the Jesuit organ, Zeitschrift fur Katholische 
TJieologie (published at Innsbruck) about the Deluge. 
Breitung maintained the ethnographic universality of the 
flood, i.e. that all persons then in the world perished 
except Noah and his family, but in accordance with the 
results of geological and palaeontological research, he 
abandoned its geographic universality, i.e. he admitted 
that not the whole earth but only the whole of the inhabited 
earth was flooded. The article had passed the Provincial 
censorship, but found no favour at Rome with the head 
censor of the Order; it was a “ new doctrine subversive 
of the Scriptures. 5 ’ (Galileo’s teaching was also “ new 
and subversive of the Scriptures.”) The General Ander- 
ledy issued a decree which condemned the theory of the 
geographical limitation of the Deluge. When Breitung 
had ended his studies he was not allowed to devote himself 
to natural science, as had been universally expected on 
account of his special gifts and preliminary studies, but 
was appointed teacher in the lowest classes in the College 
of Ordrupshoj, in Denmark. There he was “ harmless.” 
What scientific work he now carries on I do not know. 

A few years later the Belgian Jesuit Hahn, Professor 
of Natural Science at the College at Arlon, had published 



Studies of the Scholasticate 269 

a book on the Spanish Saint Teresa a Jesu, and had come 
to the conclusion that some remarkable phenomena in the 
life of this nun, which had hitherto been regarded as 
miraculous and tokens of divine grace, were of a hysterical 
character. His book had actually been “ crowned ” by 
a Spanish Catholic academy. But Rome here again 
thought differently. The book was censored, and the 
Order removed its author from his scientific professorship. 

One of the most celebrated theologians of the Order 
at the present day is the Jesuit Domenico Palmieri. He 
too came into conflict with the censorship in his theological 
researches—I forget what was the point in question, 
certainly not one which was established dogmatically, 
i.e. “ infallibly ” by the highest ecclesiastical teaching 
authority—and in consequence he had to resign his chair. 

And now a word as to my own studies which were 
crowned with success. All my examinations in philo¬ 
sophy and theology were passed satisfactorily, even the 
last eocamen rigorosum of two hours’ duration. In theory 
we were not supposed to know anything about the results 
of examinations, but usually something leaks out, and 
besides, the Provincial Superior, Jacob Ratgeb, informed 
me that I had passed the last examination, accordingly 
all the previous ones also, “ very well,” and that I was 
in via ad Professionem , on the road to the grade of pro¬ 
fessed. I had therefore “ attained that degree of philo¬ 
sophical and theological culture which suffices for teaching 
both subjects satisfactorily.” 

I allude to my scholarly qualification within the Order 
because, very soon after I left it, doubts on the subject were 
publicly strewn about, originating in Ultramontane Jesuit 
sources, which, of course, found the readiest credence. 
For what tales are not told and believed of an “ apostate ” ? 
The Kolnische Volkszeitung, doubtless inspired by Jesuits, 
even went so far as to hint at insanity. Ecrasez Vinfame ! 



CHAPTER XXIII 


THE ATTITUDE OF THE ORDER TO LEARNING 

This attitude has really been sufficiently characterised in 
the previous section. But as the Jesuit Order makes 
special claims to learning, and as even in the non-Ultra- 
montane world this view is widely spread, a further con¬ 
sideration of the subject from other, more general points 
of view seems justified. 

Of course the principles which the Roman Church sets 
up in regard to its conception of knowledge and freedom 
of research are also the principles of the Jesuit Order. 

These principles are expressed in innumerable official 
Papal utterances, of which I shall only quote a few of the 
more modern ones. 

1. Provincial Council of Cologne (tit. 1, c. 6) (especially 
confirmed by the Pope). 2. A letter of Pius IX. to the 
Archbishop of Munich of December 21st, 1863. 3. Sylla¬ 
bus of Pius IX., of December 8th, 1864. 4. Vatican 
Council of the year 1870. 5. Constitution of Leo XIII., 
Ojjiciorum ac munerum of January 25th, 1897. 6. Motu 

proprio of Pius X. of December 18th, 1903. 7. Syllabus of 
Pius X. (against Modernism) of September 8th, 1907.* 

All these manifestoes are included, so far as their 
contents are concerned, in the “ infallible ” pronounce¬ 
ment of the Vatican Council: 


* For the wording, see my book. Die Katholisch-theologischen Fakultdten im 
Organismus der preussischen Staatsuniversitaten (Leipzig, Breitkopf u. Hartel), 
pp. 22-38, 
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“ If anyone asserts that human knowledge should 
develop so freely that its assertions, even when they are 
opposed to revealed doctrine, are to be regarded as true 
and cannot be condemned by the Church, he shall be 
excommunicated. ’ ’ * 

These Roman principles as to learning find their 
practical application in the Index, the rules of which were 
remodelled in 1900 by Leo XIII. and suspended as a 
Damocles’ sword over the whole output of Catholic learning. 

To this must be added Rome’s final right of decision in 
so-called dogmatic facts {facta dogmatica ) and dogmatic 
texts (textus dogmatici ), by which vast domains of historical 
knowledge are withdrawn from free research, f 

But even the silent recognition of the bondage of all 
knowledge assumed by the authoritative Roman doctrine 
did not suffice the Jesuit Order. It therefore declared, in 
the 12th decree of the 23rd General Congregation of 1883 : 

“ Since in such a mass of errors, which steal in everywhere and 
in our own day have frequently been condemned by the Roman 
See, it is to be feared that some of our own members, too, may be 
attacked by this plague, the General Congregation declares that 
our Society is to abide by the doctrine contained in the encyclical 
Quanta cura of December 8th, 1864, of Pius IX., and reject, as 
it always has rejected, all errors rejected by the Syllabus of this 
same Pope. But since some Provinces [of the Order] have demanded 
the particular condemnation of so-called Liberal Catholicism, the 
General Congregation gladly accedes to this request, and earnestly 
entreats the Venerable Father General to have a care that this 
plague is by all means averted from our Society.”]; 

Thus the Order solemnly gave its consent to tlie 
destruction, initiated by Rome, of teaching and learning. 
Thus from its very inception Modernism (under the name 

* Se88. 3, c. 4, de fid. et. rat. can. 2. 

f Cf. my work Die Katholiach-theologischen Fakultdten im Organismua der 
preussischen Staatsuniversitaten, pp. 39-46. 

% Monum. Germ, paed., 2, 117. 
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of Liberal Catholicism) was outlawed, and how this sentence 
of outlawry was carried out has been seen in our own 
day by the tragic fate of the Jesuits Tyrrell and Bartoli. 

The attitude of the Order to learning furnishes the 
contents of a book, published at Innsbruck with the 
imprimatur of the Order and the ecclesiastical authorities 
by the Jesuit Dr. Josef Donat, Royal and Imperial Pro¬ 
fessor at the University of Innsbruck, in the year 1910, 
Die Freiheit der Wissenschaft, ein Gang durch das moderne 
Geistesleben. There is nothing of any novelty in the 
book, nor is it singular of its kind, but it contains the old 
opposition to free research, the old submission to the 
Roman censorship in the newest forms : 

“ Those who acknowledge the Christian [i.e. Catholic] con¬ 
ception of the world, cannot accept this freedom of thought and 
knowledge [just characterised as freedom from the Syllabus and 
Index]. Here [in opposition to the Church] is the true reason why 
thousands, in whom Kant’s autonomy in thought has become the 
veritable sinew of their intellectual life, will not hear of any guidance 
by revelation and the Church. They can no longer endure the 
idea of letting their reason unhesitatingly accept the truth from 
an external authority [the Papacy]. ... It is not knowledge 
which the Church attacks, but error ; not truth, but the emancipa¬ 
tion of the human intellect from submission to the authority of 
God, which comes forward under the disguise of scientific truth. 
. . . If it is an infallible dogma, which is opposed [to a scientific 
result], the believer soon finds the conflict springing from his 
investigations at an end. For he knows then the value of his 
hypothesis, that it is no true progress, but error. . . . Thus the 
philosophical errors of the present day are almost invariably opposed 
to infallible dogmas, for the most part fundamental doctrines of 
the Christian religion. These are the title deeds, on the strength of 
which revelation and the Church impress on the investigator the duty 
not to set his own opinions in opposition to religious doctrines, 
because no opposition can continue between faith and reason. . . . 
If the Catholic investigator finds his scientific opinion in opposition 
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to a not infallible declaration [ e.g . the decision of a Roman Cardinals’ 
Congregation, as in the case of Galileo] he will maintain an impartial 
attitude and once more test his views in the sight of God. If he 
is compelled to admit calmly to himself that his views are not so 
convincing as to hold their own in face of so high an authority, 
directed by the Holy Spirit, he will humbly renounce the natural 
satisfaction at being allowed to retain his opinion, remembering 
that true wisdom is convinced of the fallibility of human reason 
and is ready and willing to accept instruction from a God-directed 
authority. . . . Everything that is good and profitable in modern 
knowledge remains untouched by the Syllabus; it only attacks 
what is anti-Christian in our time and our leading ideas. It is not 
the freedom of knowledge which is condemned, but that liberal 
freedom which shakes off the yoke of belief. The ecclesiastical 
book-legislation [the Index] consists mainly of two factors : firstly, 
the preventive censorship; certain books must be subjected to 
examination before publication : secondly, the prohibition of books 
that have already appeared. . . . Catholic scholars who have 
any knowledge of the supernatural mission of their Church will 
surrender themselves with humble confidence to its direction [in 
matters of knowledge]. . . . Those who are convinced that even 
in our generation the Christian faith is the noblest inheritance 
handed down from the past, and one which it is essential to main¬ 
tain, will raise no objection if the Church does not withdraw even 
before men like Kant, Spinoza, Schopenhauer, Strauss [in the 
application of the power of the Index]. . . . Ranke’s History of 
the Popes has been placed on the Index, because it disparages the 
constitution and doctrines of the Catholic Church, not because it 
speaks the truth about the Popes.”* 

This exposition is prefaced by the Jesuit author, in 
unconscious irony and absolute failure to grasp its meaning, 
by Goethe’s saying,—and after all, why should not Goethe 
be quoted on behalf of Syllabus and Index ?— 


* Donat. Die Freiheit der Wiaaenachaft , ein Gang durch das moderne Geistea- 
leben (Innsbruck), pp. 63, 88 et seq, 123, 128 et aeq., 193, 207, 209, 213. In this 
last passage, then, the Church claims dominion even over history. 


£ 
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“ Vergebens werden ungebundene Geister 
Nach der Vollendung reiner Hoke streben: 

Wer Grosses will, muss sick zusammenraffen, 

In der Beschrdnhung zeigt sick erst der Meister 
Und das Gesetz erst Jcann uns Freiheit geben.”* 

A pendant to the teaching of the Austrian Jesuit is 
supplied by the German Jesuit Hilgers, who in an extensive 
work, 638 pages, large octavo, published in 1904, on The 
Index of Forbidden Books , sets forth the necessity and utility 
of this Roman censorship and its supervision of learning, 
especially in our own day. On the compelling power of 
the Index, Hilgers writes: 

“ By the republication of the Index in the year 1900 the Church 
has not only opportunely adapted its legislation to the needs of 
the age, hut also, in the consciousness of its right and duty, pro¬ 
claimed it to the whole world, and impressed it afresh on Catholics 
of every nation. All Catholics of all lands will feel in conscience 
bound faithfully to observe these laws, as the tenor of this 
constitution distinctly requires, and a further decree of the Con¬ 
gregation of the Index still more expressly commands. . . . 
The justification and utility of the preventive censorship is to be 
sought in the divine teaching and pastoral office of the Church, 
like that of the prohibitive censorship. This ecclesiastical measure 
manifests itself not only as the love of a mother for the faithful, 
but also as paternal precaution in face of authors and writers, who 
are by it prevented from sowing tares. . . . It is forbidden under 
the severest penalties even to offer dynamite for sale. Is it excessive 
severity if the laws of the Church admonish booksellers that all 
forbidden books may only be offered for sale after seeking the easily 
granted ecclesiastical permission, and may only be sold to those 
persons of whom the sellers may reasonably assume that they 
demand them for a lawful purpose ? . . . We may, therefore, 
surely assert that men of learning such as professors of theology 
and history [philologists have already been mentioned] are as much 


* SYom one of Goethe’s sonnets. 
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bound as others to seek a dispensation from the prohibition of 
books from the ecclesiastical authority.”* 

As already shown there is nothing either new or 
remarkable in the utterances of these two Jesuits. On 
the contrary, it would be new and remarkable if Jesuits 
did not speak thus, for these are the views demanded by 
the Ultramontane clerical point of view. But no further 
proof is needed to show that they are incompatible with 
free research; and it was for this reason that I quoted 
the utterances of Donat and Hilgers. 

But is not all this in opposition to the great activity 
the Jesuit Order actually displays in the domain of 
knowledge ? There is no other Order of the Roman 
Church which effects so much in the sphere of learning, 
and many Jesuits have achieved notable success in various 
subjects. Jesuit theory may therefore be directed against 
knowledge, but Jesuit practice is on her side. 

The answer to this objection brings out in even sharper 
light the innate constitutional ignorance of the Order. 

Where among the innumerable Jesuit writers (the 
Jesuit Sommervogd fills several quarto volumes with their 
names and works) is one to be found who in that domain 
of knowledge, which more than any other is the test of 
free, creative thought, philosophy, has produced a single 
new idea or even opened out a single fresh vista ? In spite 
of whole libraries of folio volumes on philosophy written 
by Jesuits, we find here a vacuum, which speaks more 
eloquently than any arguments. No Jesuit has ever gone 
beyond scholasticism and Thomas Aquinas. The bulky 
works of a Suarez, Sanchez, Becanus, Molina, de Lugo 
and, to mention the most recent, a Tongiorgi, Palmieri, 
Liberatore, Kleutgen, Pesch, Frick, Lehmen, are nothing 
but endless repetitions and variations on the philosophical 


* Hilgers, Index der verbotenen Bucher (Freiburg), pp. 25, 42, 43, 51. 
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ideas of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, which in 
their turn are the outcome of Axistotelean thought. Whether 
the Jesuit work on philosophy has appeared at Rome or 
Madrid, Paris or Lisbon, in Germany, Belgium, or England, 
whether it dates from the sixteenth, nineteenth, or twentieth 
century, the contents, in spite of all differences of form 
and language, are everywhere the same. This sterility, 
this complete lack of creative intellectual power, is enforced 
with iron necessity, by the position which the Order in 
its Constitutions assigns to philosophy. As we have 
already seen, it is the handmaid, the servant of theology; 
and Jesuit-Ultramontane theology is essentially stationary 
and incapable of development. For how should or could 
the handmaid rise above the mistress; how could she go 
along a road of her own, when she is bound by blind 
obedience and innumerable directions to the girdle of her 
employer ? I repeat: For the learning of an organisa¬ 
tion its attitude to philosophy (if it is at all concerned 
with it) is the test, since it is the branch of knowledge 
which depends most on the original activity of the intellect, 
Tried by this test, Jesuit learning does not approve itself 
true metal, at any rate not of its own prospecting. It 
is “ ancient ” wisdom (as the twenty-third General Con¬ 
gregation expressed it), in the best case in a new dress, 
usually without even this. 

For theology matters are even simpler. It goes along 
“ fixed highroads ” towards goals unchangeably set up at 
the beginning. Here certainly neither freedom nor learn¬ 
ing is to be found. 

The same may be said of all branches of knowledge, 
which, either actually or by the fiat of Rome, “ are con¬ 
nected with philosophy and theology ” : ethics, sociology, 
economics. There too we may see books of enormous 
size but the smallest actual achievement. There too the 
Jesuit revolves in a circle, the centre of which is the 
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authority, and its circumference the thought of past 
ages. True, he understands how to draw modern cir¬ 
cumstances and things into this circle, above all by wide 
reading and a genius for quotation to give his works an 
appearance of scholarly research and genuine learning 
(and here the German Jesuits Cathrein and the brothers 
Tilmann and Heinrich Pesch have been particularly 
successful), but closer examination shows that the 
“ modern ” writers on ethics, economics and sociology 
move along in ancient grooves and have only given a 
modern equipment to the vehicle of their learning. 

Now for the other branches of learning and the liberal 
arts. There is~ none which the Jesuit Order has not 
approached, and there are several which, it has helped to 
advance. They are at work in astronomy, mathematics, 
geology, palaeontology, Assyriology, zoology, botany, 
biology, physics, optics, acoustics, chemistry, philology, 
literature, history, language, art in all its forms, archae¬ 
ology, and a twentieth-century Jesuit, Balthasar Wilhelm, 
S.J., has even written on aeronautics.* On many of 
these domains they move with apparent freedom, examine 
and bring to light new results, and thus work apparently 
in a scholarly manner. 

The cause of this apparent intellectual freedom lies, in 
the first place, in the subjects themselves, which are for 
the most part (e.g. astronomy, mathematics, botany, art, 
archaeology, optics, acoustics, physics, chemistry) not at 
all or not so much dependent on philosophy and theology ; 
the “ ancient wisdom,” to which everything must be 
referred back, hardly exists here, and accordingly a Jesuit 
is comparatively free in his researches and able to bring 
to light new and good results. Even in the domain of 
secular and ecclesiastical history Jesuit principles leave 
some scope for detailed research. And therefore here 

* Die Anfange der Luftschiffahrt. 
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too we meet with conspicuous Jesuit achievements. I 
recall a large number of smaller biographies, articles in 
learned reviews, and above all great collective works, 
e.g. The Acta Sanctorum y the Collection of Councils by the 
Jesuit Labbe, the Collectio Lacensis , etc. But in estimating 
the scholarly value of such achievements, we must never 
forget (1) that they are all writings with a special aim, 
and have not originated in independent, unprejudiced 
research, but with the object of serving the Church'and 
the Order and defending “ Catholic truth ” ; and (2) that 
every one of them, single articles as well as folio volumes, 
must pass the censorship of the Order before it can be 
published. 

There is a very general opinion, widely spread but 
incorrect, that the Jesuit Order has achieved great things 
in the domain of knowledge. If we realise how long the 
Order has existed and the many thousand members it 
has had in the course of centuries, drawn from the best 
classes of the population and, therefore, with natural 
abilities, and the privacy in which they work, and compare 
the result achieved in these conditions, so propitious for 
learning and study, they appear but meagre, in spite of 
some signal achievements. 

The Order has never at any time been a real promoter 
of learning, still less has it helped to open up new paths. 
The very opposite is the case; for, taken as a whole, it 
has always served as a drag on the advancement of 
knowledge. On this point the testimony of history 
coincides with that of scholars. Thus Kink, the his¬ 
torian of the University of Vienna, who is anything but 
anti-Jesuit, admits: 

“ Another mistake they made in their methods of instruction 
was their dependence on scholasticism, to which they gave the 
reins more and more. ... In the professorial chairs this was 
particularly remarkable ; especially after the Society had gained 
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undisputed hegemony over the other orders and the secular clergy, 
the comfortable security of exclusive possession and the removal 
of all control, if only from psychological reasons, were an induce¬ 
ment to effeminacy and a hindrance to further advance, when the 
impulse from without was lacking. And as they had admitted 
scholasticism into their midst, the abuses, which are as it were 
inborn in this method, made way, at first imperceptibly, then 
gradually more clearly and markedly. Among these was an 
unfaithful dialectic, which delighted in setting up and opposing 
abstruse theories and with dogmatic stubbornness rejected every 
simple reconciliation, and sometimes appealing to the party spirit 
of the whole community, adhered to the pronouncement once 
made, or even in some cases by skilful tacking sought to avoid 
submission to the higher authority. ... At last they were even 
reproached with relaxation in their system of ethics and conduct 
of discipline; so that authoritative voices were raised, which 
though not hostile in principle asserted that, so far as their edu¬ 
cational work was concerned, they had not been able to resist 
degeneracy.”* 

In a memorial of November 5th, 1757, to the Empress 
Maria Theresa, van Swieten says : 

“ Facts have shown that the studies at the University [of 
Vienna] were in an unsatisfactory condition, since the Society had 
been incorporated with it. ... It is consequently clear that it 
has not attained the goal which the two Emperors [Ferdinand I. 
and II.] had set before them. On the contrary, all the Universities 
which came under Jesuit rule have fallen into decay. Graz, Olmiitz, 
Tyrnau are striking instances. It would certainly have been far 
better if the University had never been united with the Jesuit 
Order.”f 

Maria Theresa herself had no very high opinion of 
Jesuit learning. When the Court Commission of Studies, 
in 1775, proposed to her the foundation of an Academy of 

* Kink, Qeschichte der kaiaerlichtn Vnivereitdt Wien (Vienna, 1854), I., 414-420. 

t Ibid., I., 490. 
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Science, suggesting that a beginning should be made with 
three Jesuit teachers, Hell for Astronomy, Scharfer for 
Physics, Mako for Mathematics, along with Professor 
Jacquin, she said: 

“ I could not make up my mind to begin an academie des sciences 
with three ex-Jesuits and a professor of Chemistry, however ex¬ 
cellent. We should make ourselves ridiculous in the eyes of the 
world. ... I do not consider the Abbe Hell strong enough ; 
and it would repay neither the time nor the trouble to found some¬ 
thing even worse than the existing academies.”* 

A vivid picture of the inferior scholarship of the Jesuit 
Order at the University of Freiburg i. Br. is afforded 
by Schreiber. He quotes from the records subjects 
chosen for disputation by the Jesuits in the course of a 
good many years: 

On September 17th, 1621: How was it possible for 
the head of Symmachus, unjustly put to death by him, 
to appear to the Arian King Theodoric in the head of a 
boiled fish ? Through what power or grace was Boethius 
able to carry, in his hands and actually speaking, to the 
nearest church the head which the King had struck off ? 
What was the nature of those cauldrons into which this 
Theodoric was cast after his death by Pope John and 
Symmachus ? and how was their heat maintained ? On 
April 26th, 1623 : Was the corpse of the Emperor Julian 
thrown out of the earth by natural forces ? On June 12th, 
1623, thirty-six magistrands disputed on the questions : 
Whether there was a place of descent to Hades, and where 
it was situated ? WTiether the worms that gnaw the bodies 
of the damned can live in fire through natural power ? 
Whether it was probable that springs were heated and 
metals melted by hell fire ? On September 7th, 1629: 
Whether this was a probable deduction : He devotes no 

* From the Archives of the Royal Imperial Commission on Studies, quoted by 
Kink, I., 610. 
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care to his clothes, therefore he is a genius. On July 23rd, 
1658: Who was the Promo tor who conferred the degree 
of magister on the Virgin Mary ? Is the cloak with which 
Mary covers those whom she protects the mantle of philo¬ 
sophy ? Was the lightning which consumed the wheel 
on which St. Catherine was to be torn a natural phenom¬ 
enon ? On July 13th, 1711: Is the philosopher or the 
poet in greater danger of lying ? On January 29th, 1729 : 
Does the divining-rod discover treasure by natural means ? 
Does the ointment of arms ( unguentum armarium) heal 
the wounds of the absent by natural sympathy ? Why 
does the blood of a murdered man boil when the murderer 
approaches him ? On August 17th, 1743: Were the 
conditions of the present day foreseen by Aristotle and 
proclaimed by the comet of the previous year ? * 

However much allowance we may make for the taste 
of the age and the “ red tape ” which enwrapped all 
learning, we cannot but condemn the bad taste and ignor¬ 
ance of such disputation themes. While the Jesuits were 
regaling themselves and their pupils with such fare, the 
rest of the world, in which Kepler, Galileo, Newton, 
Leibnitz, Descartes, etc., were living and working, had 
long ago left behind these monstrous absurdities. Even 
some of the students revolted against such “ knowledge ” ; 
for the minutes report that on July 4th, 1743, Frehner, an 
aspirant for the doctorate, “ threw St. Barbara with her 
questions at the feet of his examiner [the Jesuit Ebner], 
with an expression of contempt.”! 

A personal experience may serve to show the spirit 
that prevails even in the most learned circles of the Jesuit 
Order. Once, at Exaeten, during the mid-day recreation, 
we were discussing the story of the Creation. I expressed 
the opinion that geology and palaeontology clearly proved 

* OeschicTUe der Albert I/udwige Vniversitat zu Freiburg (Freiburg, 1868}, 2, 
421 et seq. t Schreiber, 2, 425. 
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that the world with its flora and fauna had taken not a 
few days, but periods of considerable length, to come into 
being, I was indignantly contradicted by the Jesuit 
Lehmkuhl, the moral-theological celebrity of the Order ; in 
his view the strata, petrifactions, etc., were no disproof 
of the six days’ creation, for God could have introduced 
all these, without their having had any previous existence, 
into the interior of the earth. And when I asked whether 
he would also include coprolites among the works of God’s 
creation he gave a decided affirmative. Moreover, he 
denounced me to the Rector for “ liberal opinions.” 

There is one peculiarity of Jesuit learning as to which 
I desire to say a few words. Knowledge without objective 
truth (if, indeed, there be such a thing) and without sub¬ 
jective truthfulness is impossible. The investigator must 
reproduce as he finds them the results of his investigations 
which he recognises as true, whether they prove agreeable 
to him or the opposite. If he alters or adapts them to 
fit in with definite aims or his own religious or political 
attitude, he is guilty of falsification. 

But Jesuit knowledge, in every domain where the in¬ 
terests of the Order and the Roman Church are concerned, 
is an unscrupulous and skilful falsification. A weighty 
accusation, but in view of the facts completely justified. 

In proof I will bring forward only one instance, which, 
in view of its importance, may count as a test case—the 
work of the German Jesuit Duhr. This single instance will 
suffice, because Duhr is the officially appointed histori¬ 
ographer of the German Province. The archives of the 
Order are at his disposal, and his numerous historical 
works on the Order have been approved by its censorship. 
His work may therefore be regarded not as that of an 
individual but of the Order, representing the history of 
the Order as written and circulated by the Order itself. 

Again and again, both in this book and in my work 



The Order and Learning 283 

on the Papacy,* have I convicted Duhr of untruthfulness 
and falsification. 

The Munich historian, Sigmund Riezler, deals very 
severely with Duhr, again and again convicting him of 
misrepresentation and untruthfulness, f 

The Jesuitenfabdn, so frequently quoted in this book, 
supply particularly abundant material for estimating Duhr’s 
love of truth. I will give a few instances :— 

In order to disprove the genuineness of the Monita 
Secreta , Duhr } emphasises the opposition between Chap. IV. 
of the Monita , on the political activity of Jesuits and the 
official Instruction of General Acquaviva to the confessors 
of princes, which apparently prohibits political activity. 
Duhr does not mention that besides this “ official Instruc¬ 
tion ” there is also a secret one, which contains very differ¬ 
ent directions. This silence is the more significant as 
Duhr refers to Dudik for Acquaviva’s official Instruction, 
while it is just Dudik who made public the secret Instruc¬ 
tions. 

Duhr has a special preference for quoting the Austrian 
historian Gindely; but he suppresses everything unfavour¬ 
able that Gindely says of the Jesuits. A particularly 
striking instance is the false impression created by this 
means as to Gindely’s opinion of the position and influence 
of the Jesuit Lamormaini in his character of confessor to 
the Emperor Ferdinand II. By means of a long quotation 
from Gindely, Duhr “ proves ” the beneficent and purely 
religious character of Lamormaini’s influence on the 
Emperor. But he omits Gindely’s verdict on Lamor¬ 
maini’s share in the first deposition of Wallenstein, as also 
Dudik’s revelation from sources in the archives as to 
Lamormaini’s decisive influence on his second deposition^ 

* Das Papsttum in seiner sozial-hvlturellen Wirkshamkeit. 
t Historische Zeitschrift. New Series. Vol. 48, pp. 245-256. 
t J esuitenfabdn, p. 100. § Ibid., 845 et sexq. 
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In dealing with the Gunpowder Plot, planned with 
the complicity of the Jesuits, Duhr does not even mention 
Jardine’s standard work, A Narrative of the Gunpowder 
Plot. Probably because, as shown in a previous chapter, 
Jardine quotes from the records much that is unfavour¬ 
able to the Jesuit Garnet, Provincial of the English 
Province.* 

In the chapter “ Ignatius Loyola founded the Jesuit 
Order for the extirpation of Protestantism,” Duhr adduces 
all mann er of proofs to show that the Jesuit Order was not 
founded against Protestantism, but omits the very signi¬ 
ficant passage from the bull of Pope Urban VIII. (1623), 
which decrees the canonisation of Ignatius Loyola. This 
omission is the more noteworthy, since a bull of canonisation 
is one of the most important Papal documents. But that 
is the very reason for omitting it. This sort of thing must 
be kept from Duhr’s circle of readers.! 

In order to set the charitable disposition of the Jesuit 
Order in as favourable a light as possible, Duhr falsifies 
the original text of an ordinance for the professed house 
at Vienna in 1635. While the words of the Ordinance { 
are “ concerning the remains of the food to be dis¬ 
tributed at the door of the professed-house of the Society 
of Jesus at Vienna to poor students ” (de reliquis ciborum , 
etc.), Duhr gives as a literal quotation in quotation marks : 
“ Concerning the distribution of food, etc.” The word 
“ remains ” would have weakened the impression of 
benevolence. § 

* Jesuitenfabeln, 1-33. t Ibid., 295. { Mon. Germ, paed, 16-245. 

§ Duhr, 380. Falsifications of the text are a very common Jesuit means of 
embellishment. The English Jesuit Foley was commissioned by the Order to 
publish eight large volumes of Records, which furnish a collection of documents 
concerning the Jesuits in England. The Catholic historian, Taunton, says of 
this work in the preface to his History of the Jesuits in England, p. viii.: “ Foley’s 
value consists almost as much in his omissions as in his admissions. And I am 
bound to remark that I have found him at a critical point quietly leaving out, 
without any signs of omission, an essential part of a document which was adverse 
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This anthology, incomplete a9 it is, illustrative of the 
love of truth evinced in the writings of Duhr, will be most 
suitably concluded by a quotation from Duhr himself : 

“ Falsification remains falsification, and is always reprehensible, 
even when it is intended to attain or sanctify the most sacred 
ends.”* 

“ If we find an author untrustworthy in one particular, we are 
bound in the first instance to regard as correspondingly untrust¬ 
worthy all his statements that fall under this heading.”f 

The Jesuit Duhr is a type. As is he, so are they all. 
No dependence is to be placed on works or documents 
published by Jesuits. The Jesuit axiom, “ The end 
sanctifies the means,” is the first principle of Jesuit 
authorship. The end, the [defence of the Order and its 
glorification, sanctifies every falsification. 

to his case.” And Taunton supplies the proof for his weighty accusation on p. 313, 
where he gives in full the account of the conversation between the Jesuit Oldcome, 
imprisoned in the Tower on a charge of high treason, and Garnet, restoring 
Garnet’s admission of avowal of treason “ quietly omitted by Foley, who, though 
professing to quote Gerard, gives no signs of o mi ssion.” 

* Oeschichte der Jesuiten in den Ldndem deutecher Zunge (Freiburg, 1907), 
Preface, p. v. 

t Jesuitenfabeln. 4th ed., p. 785. 



CHAPTER XXIV 


JESUIT MORALITY 

Are we really justified in speaking of “ Jesuit morality ” ? 
Is not that to which we apply the term the very same 
as the official morality of the Ultramontane Roman 
Catholic Church ? Both questions may be answered in 
the affirmative, and it is this very affirmation of two 
seemingly contradictory statements that accentuates most 
markedly the reality, danger and power of the conception 
designated as Jesuit morality. 

There is no other domain in which Jesuitism has 
succeeded so completely in forcing its domination on 
Catholicism as that of Moral Theology. The develop¬ 
ment which the practice of the confessional, i.e. the 
domination of the private and public life of Catholics 
by means of the confessional, has attained since the end 
of the sixteenth century within the Church of Rome— 
and it is the practice of the confessional which is concealed 
under the term Moral Theology—has been mainly brought 
about by the moral theologians of the Jesuit Order. The 
present-day Catholic morality is penetrated throughout 
with Jesuit morality. 

This important fact is most strikingly expressed by 
the circumstance that the greatest authority on Moral 
Theology in the Romish Church, Alfonso Maria di Liguori 
(died 1787), whom Gregory XVI. canonised in 1839, and 
Pius IX., in 1871, honoured with the rank and dignity 
of a doctor of the Church, was merely the commentator 
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of the moral theologians of the Jesuit Order, especially 
the two most influential, Busenbaum and Lacroix.* 

“ Liguori’s teaching,” says the official historian of the 
Order, Cretineau-Joly, “is identical with the teaching of 
the theologians of the Society [of Jesus]. . . . His 
canonisation was, therefore, the justification of the casuists 
of the Society, and especially of Busenbaum. 5 ’I And the 
Jesuit Montezon triumphantly asserts : “ The teaching of 
the Jesuits was solemnly declared by the Church to be 
secured against all censure by the verdict passed on the 
moral theology of Liguori at his beatification. For even 
if the Jesuits were not expressly named in the proceedings 
the verdict is directly concerned with their theology, 
which the venerable Bishop [Liguori] had adopted as his 
own. . . . Nihil censura dignum (Nothing deserving of 
censure or offending against faith and morals is to be 
found in the moral-theology of Liguori), thus says the 
decree [of the Congregation of Bites, of May 14, 1803], 
and afterwards another Boman tribunal [the holy 
'poenitentiarie of July 5, 1831] declared that every con¬ 
fessor might without further examination abide by all 
thejdecisions of Liguori. That is a complete and solemn 
apology for Jesuit doctrine. 5, { 

Thus it appears that the assertion constantly repeated 
and put forward as a screen, that there is no such thing 
as Jesuit morality, and that the morality of the Order is 
that of the Catholic Church, is but apparently true. The 
real truth is that the morality of the Jesuit Order has 
become the morality of the Catholic Church. 

Just as Ultramontanism for a clear thousand years 
(since the days of Gregory VII.) has dominated Cathol- 

* For further details about Liguori and his dependence on Jesuit morality, 
see my book Das Papsttum, etc., II., pp. 70-157. 

f Cretineau-Joly, 6, 231. 

J Sainte-Beuve, Port Royal, I., 526: Dollinger-Reusch, Moralstreitigkeiten,* I., 
356. 
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icism in the domains of dogma, ecclesiastical polity and 
general culture, so Jesuitism, which is Ultramontanism 
raised to a higher power, has for four centuries dominated 
the morality of Catholicism. 

A specially convincing proof of this domination has 
been afforded by a declaration, made by the professors 
of the priestly seminary at Mayence in the year 1868, in 
favour of the moral theology of the Jesuit Gury, which 
says: 

“We will only record the circumstance that this text¬ 
book is in use at numerous educational establishments 
in Germany, Italy, France, Belgium, England and North 
America.”* 

How this domination began, gained a firm footing and 
maintained it to the present day, cannot be set forth here. 
At any rate it exists, and the stages on its triumphal 
progress are the moral theological works of the Jesuits 
(quoted in alphabetical, not chronological, order): Amicus, 
Ajzor, Ballerini, Burghaber, Busenbaum, Cardenas, Castra- 
palao, Coninck, Escobar, Filliuci, Gobat, Gury, Haunold, 
Hurtado, Lacroix, Laymann, Lehmkuhl, Lessius, Lugo, 
Mazotta, Moya, Palmieri, Reuter, Sabetti, Sanchez, 
Scaramelli, Schmalzgrueber, Stoz, Tamburini, Valen- 
tia, Vasquez, Vogler, Voit, Zaccaria, and many 
others. 

I must content myself with extracts from works on 
Jesuit morality. For a more detailed account, especially 
as regards Probabilism, Casuistry and Confession, I must 
refer my readers to the second volume of my book on the 
Papacy. The quotations are, of course, selected with a 
view to a characterisation of the Jesuit Order, i.e. I shall 
set forth those moral-theological dogmas of the Order 
which will assist the recognition of its fundamental con¬ 
ceptions of morals and ethics, and in order as far as possible 

* Darmatddter Allgemein. Kirchenzeitung (1868), No. 41. 
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to comprise everything in one chapter, I use the words 
Morals and Ethics in their widest acceptation. 

I intend here to give no extracts or disquisitions 
relating to the seventh commandment and marriage. 
This unpleasant subject, so rendered by Jesuit moral 
theology, has been treated in detail in the work above 
quoted.* 

Love and marriage, the most glorious sources of 
human happiness and human perfection, have been 
overspread with slime and filth by the spiritual direction 
and moral theology of the Jesuits. The natural human 
and, on that account, noble sexual life has been degraded 
by their moral theological examinations, and because this 
was and is done under the shelter of Christianity, Chris¬ 
tianity too was degraded. A man who by his own 
confession was versed in sexual perversion, Ludovico 
Sergardi, afterwards Roman Cardinal and the friend of 
Alexander VII., bears testimony thus: 

“ Moral theology has attained to such a pitch that it is necessary 
to warn uncorrupted youths against having anything to do with 
it, lest they entangle themselves in shameful snares and become 
victims of unchastity. For what abominations do not the moral 
theologians set before the public ! Among all the brothels of the 
Suburra, there is none which might not be called chaste compared 
with the contents of these books. I myself, who was a leader of 
immoral youths and often desecrated my years by unchastity, 
confess that on reading Sanchez [one of the leading moral theo¬ 
logians of the Jesuit Order, whose chief work on Marriage is to this 
day a classic in the Order] I found myself blushing on more than 
one occasion, and that his writings have taught me more abomina¬ 
tions than I could have learnt from the most brazen of prostitutes. 
Ovid, the past-master in the Art of Love, Horace the daring, and 
Tibullus the libertine, if compared with Sanchez, seem fitted to 
preside over an educational establishment for young ladies. For 

* Das Papsttum, etc., II., 229-410. 
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in their case the witty expression, at any rate, conceals the wicked¬ 
ness, but in Sanchez unadulterated libertinism and uncovered lust 
range at will.”* 

I shall preface my extracts from Jesuit treatises on 
fundamental questions of morals and ethics by criticisms 
of Jesuit morality uttered by men whose knowledge of 
the subject and good Catholic sentiments are beyond 
suspicion. The only non-Catholic among the number is 
Leibnitz. His importance as a personality, a connoisseur 
and not unfriendly critic of the Jesuit Order justify his 
admission here. 

I shall also quote Jesuit critics on the morality of their 
Order, since their opinion on this matter is obviously of 
special value. 

From Abbe de Ranee, founder of the Trappist Order, 
and an intimate friend of Bossuet: 

“ The morality of most Molinists [Jesuits, so called after the 
Jesuit Molina] is so corrupt, their principles are so opposed to the 
sanctity of the Gospels and all the rules and exhortations which 
Jesus Christ has given us by His words and through His saints, 
that nothing is more painful to me than to see how my name is 
used to give authority to opinions which I detest with my whole 
heart. . . . What surprises as well as grieves me is that in regard 
to this matter the whole world is dumb, and that even those who 
regard themselves as zealous and pious, observe the deepest silence, 
as though anything in the Church were more important than to 
maintain purity of faith in the guidance of souls and the direction 
of morals. . . . Unless God takes pity on the world and subverts 
the zeal which is applied to destroying right principles and replacing 
them by wrongful ones, the evil will continue to increase and we 
shall soon see an almost universal devastation.”t 

Ranee also relates how the Jesuits revenged them- 

* Ludov. Sergardii, Orationes (Lucca, 1783), p. 205. D.-R., I., 117. 

t Retires de A. J. Le Bouthillier de Ranee, published by B. Gonod (Paris, 1864)» 
pp. 358-365, from Dollinger-Reusch, I., 113 et seq. 
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selves for his judgment on their morality, and thus supplies 
a fresh condemnation of Jesuit morality: 

“ Every day brings me fresh experience of the injustice and 
violence of those persons known as Molinists. They shrink from 
no calumny which may serve to destroy my reputation. . . . 
Their false moral principles allow them to utter against me all the 
calumnies inspired by envy and passion.”* 

The Papal Nuncio at Vienna, Francesco Buonvisi 
(afterwards Cardinal), wrote on May 6, 1688, to the Abbot 
Sfondrati: 

“ I do not like to see him [the Emperor Leopold I.] surrounded 
by these little foxes [the Jesuits], who ruin everything by prob- 
abilism, saying that in certain cases it is permitted to follow the 
less probable view, reserving to themselves the right to advise 
the prince to follow this on the pretence that the weal of the State 
requires it, in order to prevent greater evils.”f 

The Augustinian monk, Giovanni Berti, says: 

“ They [the Jesuits] play various parts; one in the pulpit, 
another in the confessional, one in the professor’s chair, another 
in China. In the pulpit they are disciples of Poemi, in the con¬ 
fessional of Guimenius [the pseudonym of the ultra-lax Jesuit 
Moya], in the professorial chair of Molina, at court of Varroda, 
in Europe of Mascarenhas, in China of Le Tellier, not to say of 
Confucius. As occasion requires they are now zealous priests, now 
lax moralists, now quarrelsome scholastics, now followers of Machia- 
velli, now apparent Christians, now open idolaters.’’^ 

Cardinal Aguirre, in a letter dated April 26, 1693, 
writes to the King of Spain : 

“ . . . It is a question of the boundless liberty with which 
many modem writers, especially Jesuits, allow very lax opinions 

* Lettrea de A. J. Le BouthiUier de Band, p. 355. 

f Memorie per servire alia storia polUica del Card. Fr. Buonvisi (Lucca, 1818), 
2,238. Ibid. I., 105. 

X Lettera di Fra Outdone Zoccdante (1753), p. 51. Ibid. I., 106. 
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to be printed and also teach and apply them practically. Alex¬ 
ander VII. condemned forty-five of these opinions, Innocent XI. 
pronounced sixty-five dangerous and scandalous, and finally 
Alexander VIII. condemned two, one as heretical, the other as 
erroneous and subversive of morality. The General [of the Jesuits, 
Thyrsus Gonzalez], in order to counteract this evil, has ordered 
a book to be printed in Germany, which Innocent XI. has frequently 
called upon him to publish. But his subordinates, instead of 
showing gratitude and trying to amend, have taken up arms against 
him. Some of them declare that he is a Jannsenist—a shameful 
calumny, since he has no dealings whatever with the condemned 
principles of Jannsen, and has indeed combated them in his book 
most emphatically. . . . It is a matter of common knowledge 
that many Jesuits have also applied the epithet 1 Jannsenist,’ to 
Pope Innocent XI., who condemned so many of their lax opinions. 
They apply the same epithet to all the many learned and pious 
prelates, doctors and writers who have written against their lax 
morality.”* 

The Dominican Concilia, whom even the Jesuit Cordara 
calls a righteous man, says: 

“ For more than a century and a half Christian morality has 
had to endure the onset of bad doctrines. . . . This method 
permeates the whole of casuistic theology, and inflicts fatal wounds 
on almost every part of its body. Not content with perverting 
written law, it has almost wiped out all trace of that inscribed by 
nature in the heart of man. . . . There is nothing too lax, unjust, 
or shameful, not to say godless, for them to represent through the 
medium of unlimited probabilism as pious, decent and holy. That 
is the worst of all evils, the pestilential source which brings ruin 
to souls. . . . They have found a middle road, not quite a broad 
way, so as not to call forth any involuntary alarm, nor yet straight 
and narrow, thus pandering to the evil inclinations of men, recon¬ 
ciling the world and the Gospel and transforming rough roads into 

* For the Spanish original, see Patuzzi, Lettere 6, LXXXII. For an Italian 
translation, Dollinger-Reusch, II., 115 et seq. 
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smooth ones. This middle road has probably carried more souls 
to hell than the broad way.”* 

Johann Adam Mohler, Professor at the University of 
Tubingen, and unquestionably the greatest Catholic theo¬ 
logian of the nineteenth century, author of the rightly 
renowned Symbolik, writes: 

“ Moral theology has sustained a specially deleterious influence 
through them [the Jesuits]. The reason whose very essence it was to 
dis t ing uis h, to resolve the infinite into a number of finite magnitudes, 
could not truthfully and with clear, decisive vision face the infinitely 
holy principles of Christian morality. It split up everything into 
individual cases and, therefore, treated morality as mere casuistry ; 
and as the infini te power of moral and religious inspiration was not 
sufficiently regarded, everything was gradually transformed into 
cunning calculation as to the manner of acting in individual cases, 
which often really meant the best method of disguising our own 
egotism from ourselves. Probabilism took an important place in 
Jesuit morality, i.e. the maxim that of two possible courses in a 
particular case, the one based on the weaker arguments may be 
chosen, instead of teaching how to follow the holy sense, the inward 
Christian impulse in a free and cheerful Bpirit .... casuistry is 
atomism of Christian morality. . . . This method of treating Chris¬ 
tian morality often had a poisonous effect on the innermost being of 
Christian life. Religious depth, stem and holy morality and strict 
Church discipline were undermined by it. And as it was charac¬ 
teristic of them to transform the inner being into mere externals 
the Jesuits also conceived of the Church as primarily a state . . • 
they threatened to excavate, as it were, the whole Church, to rob 
it of all power and inward life. . . . The tendency of Jesuitism 
was also unquestionably very dangerous for the Church, and 
it was necessary to put a check on its efforts. . . . Although 
the suppression of the Jesuit Order was a work of violence and 
accompanied by the most crying injustice, it need not be regretted 
on historic grounds. The Order belonged to a past age, and in 

* Thedogia Christiana dogmatico-moralis (Romae, 1749-51), dedication to Pope 
Benedict XIV. 
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spite of the change of circumstances continued its activity according 
to the old fashion. It was, therefore, impossible for it to intervene 
beneficially in the newer age.’’* 

Rein hold Baumstark, for many years leader of the 
Baden Catholics in the Second Chamber at Carlsruhe 
(who died in 1900), wrote of the influence of Jesuit morality 
on the confessional: 

“ Jesuitism has transformed the confessor of the Catholic Church, 
i.e. the priest, to whom every Catholic must confess his sins at least 
once a year before receiving the Easter communion, into the 
spiritual director, i.e. that priest who, in the confessional and 
outside it, directs and governs the whole conduct of the individual 
not only from the point of view of what is permissible or sinful, 
but also from that of expediency, prudence and results. . . . 
His whole life is gradually surrounded and dominated by it [the 
intercourse with the confessor introduced by the Jesuits] ; outward 
obedience to law, irreproachable conduct and piety are strongly 
in evidence, but that which constitutes the chief, indeed sole worth, 
of a man—his free self-direction, inward piety and real moral 
personality—is destroyed in this fashion.”] - 

Leibnitz characterises Jesuit morality in the first 
place as: “ Cette morale ridicule de la probability et ces 
suhtilites frivoles inconnues d Vancienne figlise, et meme 
rejettees par les payens Then he continues: 

“ On voit en Europe qu’il y a en a souvent entre eux 
qui sont pleins de petites finesses, qui ne seraient pas 
approuvees parmy les honnestes yens du grand monde. 
Je croy que lews enseignments d'ecole et lews limes de 
morale contribuent beaucoup a gaster Vesprit des novices et 
de lews jeunes gens”\ 

* From a lecture dictated by Holder in 1831, at Tubingen, communicated by 
the Lucerne Canon and Theological Professor, J. B. Leu, in Beitrag zur Wiirdigung 
des Jesuitenordens (Lucerne, 1840), pp. 23-29. 

t Schicksale eines deutschen Kathdiken (Strassburg, 1885), 2nd edition, pp. 85 
et seq, 147, 148. 

% Rommel, Leibniz und Landgraf Ernst von Hessen-Bheinfels, Ungedruekter 
Briefwechsd (Frankfort-a-M., 1847), I., 279, 280. 



Jesuit Morality 295 

Among the testimonies against Jesuit morality from 
within the Order, the first place is due to the General 
Thyrsus Gonzalez. 

Gonzalez, the thirteenth General of the Order (1687- 
1705), for many years waged a heroic war against the 
bad morality of his Order as incorporated in probabilism 
and its excrescences. The most influential of his subordi¬ 
nates organised revolt upon revolt against him, and strove 
by open and secret attacks, calumniation and intrigues, 
to make his life and position unbearable, until at last 
they drove him out of his mind.* 

The story of Thyrsus Gonzalez forms one of the by 
no means uncommon sections of the history of the Jesuit 
Order, in which, instead of the much-vaunted “ sacred ” 
and “ blind ” obedience to the Superiors, brutal dis¬ 
obedience prevails, and the disaffection stirred up 
by the Order’s egotism and greed for rule gives 
way neither to General nor Pope; for Gonzalez, too, 
acted in agreement with Pope Innocent XI. and under 
his orders. 

Here, as everywhere, when the dark sides of the 
Order’s history are concerned, the official historians of 
the Order try to distort and hush up the matter. Thus, 
e.g. the Jesuit de Ravignan, who wrote his book De 
VExistence el de VInstitut des Jesuites (Paris, 1855) by 
command of the Order, in dealing with the struggle of the 
Order with the General and Pope, which was waged with 
the utmost virulence, only says: 

* The Jesuit Bonucci bears testimony to the fact that Gonzalez was driven 
out of his mind by his subordinates. In a confidential letter of September 9, 
1719, published by Pietro Bigazzi as an interesting contemporary document 
(Miscellanea storied e letteraria, Firenze, 1847), Bonucci writes referring to the 
great annoyances to which the successor of Gonzalez, Tamburini, had also been 
exposed by his Jesuit subordinates. Bays : “ He will be the second General in our 
time to be driven out of his mind (e questo sara il secondo Generale che a giora 
no3tri avevero fatto impazzire (c/. Dollinger-Reusch, I., 265). The " first ” Genera 
driven out of his mind “ in our time ” can only refer to Gonzalez. 
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“ Many of the Order’s theologians have attacked probabilism; 
the strongest condemnation of the kind known to me is that written 
by one of our Generals, Thyrsus Gonzalez. Many other of our 
members have approved of probabilism.”* 

It is only when we begin to study the historical material 
relating to probabilismf that we come to realise how 
untruthful are such utterances in consciously suppressing 
the truth. 

Gonzalez relates that Innocent XI. said to him on the 
occasion of his first audience that his (the General’s) task 
must be to divert the Society of Jesus from the precipice 
(a praecipitio avertere ) into which it seemed about to fall, 
by trying to adopt as the doctrine of the Order the laxer 
view as to the use of probable opinions. “ The Pope also 
commissioned him to summon a prominent Spanish Jesuit 
to Rome as Professor at the Collegium Romanum, to 
teach the stricter morality approved by Gonzalez him- 
self.”! And this statement was repeated on oath by 
Gonzalez as a witness at the Beatification of Innocent XI. § 

As Gonzalez clearly expresses his assent to Innocent’s 
declaration, and as, moreover, his whole life and work 
were devoted to extirpating the lax morality of his Order, 
his testimony bears the crushing weight of the voices of 
a “ beatified ” Pope and a General of the Order, whose 
office of itself enabled him to know the condition of the 
moral teachings of his Order. 

The Jesuits, too, must necessarily feel the weight of 
their General’s words. On this account they not only 

* P. 152. 

f Dollingerf and Reusch, in their Moralstreitigkeiten, bo frequently quoted 
supply almost complete material. 

$ Concina. Difesa, 1, 28; Sac. Rituum Congregaiione Em. et Rev. D. Card, 
Ferrario, Roman. Beatificationis et Canonizationis Ven. Servi Dei Innocentii Papas 
undecimi. Poaitio super dubio an sit signanda commissio introductionis causae in 
easu (Romae, 1713), p. 180,|printed by Dollinger-Reusch, I., 132 (2). 

Ibid. 
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keep them as secret as possible, but they do not even 
shrink from representing as false the statements made on 
oath by their General. 

“ They assert that it is certain that the Pope maintained a 
purely passive attitude in this matter; the words placed in his 
mouth by Gonzalez could never have been spoken by him.”* 

The real reason for the resistance of the Jesuit Order 
to a reform of its morality and its obstinate adherence, 
in spite of Pope and General, to its lax probabilism, is 
worth noting. It is the lust of dominion which, like a 
red thread, runs through the whole of Jesuitism and its 
history, which here, too, allowed the end to “sanctify 
the means.” 

H. Noris, Consultor of the Congregation of the Inquisi¬ 
tion, and afterwards Cardinal, in a letter addressed to 
the Grand Duke Cosimo III. of Florence, in 1692, gives 
as the view of the Jesuits: 

“ The doctrine of their General [Thyrsus Gonzalez] was dangerous 
to the efficacy of the Society; for as they [the Jesuits] were con¬ 
fessors to so many great princes in Europe, so many princely 
prelates in Germany, and so many courtiers of high rank, they must 
not be so severe as their General desired, because if they wished 
to follow his teaching they would lose their posts as confessors 
at all the courts.”! 

It would be impossible to exceed the severity of the 
judgment passed by the Jesuit, Michael de Elizalde. He 
was a friend of the Jesuit Cardinal Pallavicini, who calls 
him one of the greatest theologians of the Order,! and 
was Professor of Theology at Valladolid, Salamanca, 

* Rid., L, 135, and It., 163. 

f The interesting letter is printed by Concina, Difesa 2, and Patuzri, Letters 6. 
Dollinger-Reusch, I., 176. 

J Lettere del Card. Sforza Pallavicini (Rome, 1848), 2, 35; 3, 229. 
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Rome and Naples. He composed a work on Probabilism 
approved by Pallavicini, which, however, failed to attain 
the Imprimatur of the Superiors, and he was actually 
threatened with the severest penalties by General Paul 
Oliva. His work appeared first in a mutilated edition, 
but six years later, after his death, was republished in 
extenso with the title, De recta doctrina morum (Friburgi, 
1684). Elizalde’s polemics are directed against the theo¬ 
logians Diane and Caramuel, but chiefly against his fellow- 
Jesuits Escobar, Tamburini and Moya. He summarises 
his views on Jesuit morality thus: 

“ Recently I looked through a summary of morals in severa 
volumes. I sought for Christ, but found Him not. I sought for 
the love of God and our neighbour, but found them not. I sought 
for the Gospel, but found it not. I sought for humility, but found 
it not. But if we read in St. Paul or any other apostle or saint, 
we find the very opposite ; everywhere Christ, love, humility, 
holiness abound. These two doctrines, therefore, are in no way 
connected, and stand in no relation to one another; . . . The 
Gospel is simple and opposed to all equivocation; it knows only 
yea, yea; nay, nay. Modem morality is not simple, but makes 
use of that equivocating probabilism, using yea and nay simul¬ 
taneously, since its rule is the probability of mutually contradictory 
statements.”* 

In a memorial sent to Clement XI., in October, 1706, 
the Jesuit Camargo tells of the experiences which he and 
others had of Jesuit morality when conducting popular 
missions in Spain: 

“ How many contradictions, dangers and difficulties I and all 
the others experienced who, in the direction of conscience, reject 
the common rule of probabilism so universally diffused throughout 
Spain, God alone knows, and it sounds incredible; Morals have 
grown so lax that in practice scarcely anything is regarded as 

* De recta doctrina morum, l, 8 qu 7, { 2: Dollinger-Ueusch, I., 150. 
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not permitted. . . . Not only among the people, but also among 
confessors, preachers and professors does the opinion prevail, that 
we commit no sin, if we believe while acting that we are acting 
rightly, or do not think that we are acting wrongly, or are in doubt 
about the matter. ... I know not through what mysterious or, 
at any rate, terrible decree of God it has come about that this 
moral doctrine, which is so hateful to the Apostolic See and so 
contrary to Christian morality, has found such favour among the 
Jesuits, that they still defend it, while elsewhere it is scarcely 
tolerated, and that not a few Jesuits believe themselves bound 
to defend it as one of the doctrines of the Order. . . . It is regret¬ 
table that the enemies of the Society can, without untruth, reproach 
it as being the only apologist for probabilism, which is the source 
of all laxity and corruption of morals, and has been condemned 
almost expressly by the Apostolic See, and even promote and 
spread it with aeal.”* 

That the Jesuits Elizalde and Camargo were per¬ 
secuted and grievously calumniated by their fellow-Jesuits 
for their candour,f is a matter of course to those who 
know Jesuit ways. Cardinal Manning and Abbe de 
Ranee also had experience of this peculiarity of the 
“ Society of Jesus,” which is doubtless based on the 
command of Jesus, “ Love your enemies ... do good 
to them that hate you,” as have countless others before 
and after them. 

The Jesuit Andre complains in a letter: 

“ Every day I hear the casuists of our Order maintain that a 
king iB not bound to abide by a treaty which he has only concluded 
in order to bring to an end a war which has turned out to his dis¬ 
advantage. I hold the opposite opinion. I stand almost alone 
among a crowd of persons who pretend to be religious. Neither 
law nor gospel is binding in matters of State—an abominable 
doctrine! 

* Printed in Concina, Difesa, 2, 60: Dollinger-Reusch, I., 266-266. 

t Ibid., I., 56. 

t Charma, Le Pere Andre, 2, 358; Dollinger-Reusch, L, 104, 106. 
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The Jesuit La Quintinye, to whose piety and purity 
of morals his General, Paul Oliva, bears testimony, after 
vainly directing protests to his superiors, addressed himself 
on January 8, 1679, to Innocent XI. 

He says that during the last fifteen years he had 
repeatedly written to former Popes about the sad con¬ 
ditions that prevailed in the Society of Jesus, to which 
he had belonged for more than thirty years; but he did 
not know whether his letters had ever reached the persons 
to whom they were addressed. His complaints dealt 
with—1. The moral doctrines prevailing in the Society 
of Jesus, which had already been condemned by many 
bishops and popes. 2. The practice of the Jesuits in 
the direction of souls based on this doctrine. 3. The 
means adopted by the Jesuit superiors to compel the 
subordinates to adopt their moral doctrines. 4. The 
cunning which the Jesuit superiors employed to prevent 
the Papal decrees against the lax Jesuit morality from 
being made known to the subordinates. They assured 
the Pope of their intention to obey, and the Jesuit General 
publicly called upon his subordinates to prove their 
obedience; but secretly and in private letters they 
admonished them to abide by the lax moral doctrines 
condemned by the Popes.* 

Two Jesuit voices raised on behalf of Jesuit morality 
really bear testimony against it; but for that very reason 
and on account of their boastful tone, they furnish proofs 
of special strength. 

The Jesuit Le Roux says: 

“ Ivenin [an opponent of the Jesuits] thinks it may be deduced 
from their teaching that a man who, for forty years, has led a 
godless life and then received the sacramental absolution by mere 
attrition [penitence from fear of punishment], and immediately 
after loses his reason through a fatal illness, has a right to ever- 
* Ddllinger-Reuech, I., 57-61 and II., 1-19, where the documents are printed. 
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lasting bliss, although he never, not even at the end of his life, 
loved God. That we unhesitatingly admit.”* 

And in the Imago primi SaecvM it is stated in praise 
of Jesuit morality that: 

“ Now [in consequence of the activity of the Jesuits] sins are 
atoned more speedily and eagerly than they were formerly com¬ 
mitted; nothing is more common than monthly or even weekly 
confession; most people have scarcely committed a sin before 
they confess it.”f 

Everything which can be said against Jesuit morality 
may be summed up in the fact that several Popes, 
especially Alexander VIL, Innocent XI., and Alexander 
VIII., found themselves compelled to condemn in solemn 
manifestoes a number of really monstrous maxims of this 
morality, which were actually taken from the works of 
some of the leaders in moral theology. 

Truly the bodyguard of the Pope took little notice 
of the condemnation, but “ proved,” also through its 
leaders, that most of the condemned maxims were not 
understood by their Jesuit authors in the sense on which 
the Papal condemnation was based; therefore they might 
calmly go on teaching them. 

For a detailed account of this masterpiece of Jesuit 
obedience and Jesuit power of exposition I must refer 
to my work on the Papacy. { 


FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES OP JESUIT ETHICS AND 
MORALITY 

1. Untruthfulness.—I have repeatedly emphasised the 
fact that part of the essence of Jesuitism is an all-pervading 
untruthfulness. It is a subtle poison, which exercises its 

* Dollinger-Reusch, L, 80. t Imago, P- 372. J II., 444 at seq. 
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power to kill truthfulness, faith and loyalty throughout 
the whole organism of the Order. 

The Order’s system of government, built up on mutual 
supervision, secret reports, espionage, denunciation, is op¬ 
posed to all human and Christian simplicity and candour, 
and necessarily begets mistrust, suspicion, and at last 
conscious and unconscious untruthfulness. 

Thus the Constitutions of the Order prepare the ground, 
on which the moral theological doctrines as to the per¬ 
missibility of mental restriction, of every kind of equivo¬ 
cation, of half and three-quarter truths, easily take root 
and shoot luxuriantly upward. These doctrines are the 
flesh and blood of the Jesuit body, and are more 
or less the ethical and moral base of the individual 
Jesuits. 

To what an extent Jesuitism has lost all sense of 
truth, is shown in startling fashion just where it appears 
to come forward against untruth and lies. Thus the 
Jesuit Debio, Professor of Theology at the Universities 
of Salamanca and Graz, writes: 

“ It is an article of faith that a lie (which deserves the name) 
is in itself something morally bad; Yet consider: it is one thing 
to say something false and another to hide something true, by 
making use not of a he but an equivocation. The utterance of a 
judge at Liege was both cunning and permissible, who said to a 
stiff-necked witch, who denied all accusations, that if she spoke 
the truth sufficiently he would, as long as she lived, provide from 
his own or public means food and drink for her every day and see to 
it that a new house was built for her, understanding by ‘ house * the 
wooden [scaffolding] with the bundles and straw on which she would 
be burnt. Other [permissible equivocations] are cited by Sprenger 
[a Dominican]: They should treat the guilty person with greater 
honour than is customary, and admit respected persons, whom he 
would not suspect, to intercourse with him. These may discourse 
about various alien matters, and finally advise him with confidence 
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to confess the truth, promising that the judge would show him 
mercy and they would act as intermediaries. The judge should 
then come and promise to let mercy prevail, understanding by this, 
—for himself or the State, for the preservation of which everything 
that is done is an act of mercy. The judge might also say to the 
accused that he was giving him good counsel, and a confession 
would be of great advantage to him, even in Baving his life. For 
this is most true, if understood of eternal life, which is the true 
life.”* 


And this encouragement of infamous lying in trials 
when life is hanging in the balance is passed unhesita¬ 
tingly by the censor of the Order, who, moreover, in the 
case of Delrio’s work, was one of the most famous Jesuits 
of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, Oliverius 
Manaraus, who justifies his imprimatur “ by the judgment 
of weighty and learned theologians of the Order.” And, 
what is more, a Jesuit of the twentieth century, Duhr, 
who has become sufficiently well-known to us, praises 
his fellow-member of the Order, Delrio— 

“ Because he severely attacks the judges, who wish 
to make the witches confess by means of false repre¬ 
sentations and lies.”f 

Consequently, even to the present day, Jesuitism— 
for Duhr’s work, too, passed the Order’s censorship— 
does not find any falsehood or inaccuracy in the disgraceful 
craftiness and lies of the judge at Liege, and in the counsel 
of the Jesuit Delrio. 

With such a conception of “ lying,” it is no wonder 
that we find the most prominent moral theologians of 
the Jesuit Order putting forward preposterous doctrines 
with regard to equivocation. 

* Disquisitionum magicarum libri sex (Coloniae, 1679), p. 768. 

t Die Stellung der Jesuiten in den devlschen Hexenprozessen. V ereinsschrift der 
" Odrresgesellschaft i zur Pflege der Wissenschaft itn katholischen Deutschland ” 
(Cologne, 1900), p. 44. 
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The Jesuit Cardenas says: 

“ Sanchez [a Jesuit] mentions two kinds of ambiguities which 
he declares to be perfectly admissible. In the first place, if I make 
use of words which are in themselves ambiguous and apply them 
in one sense whilst the listener believes I am applying them in 
another sense. If there is no sufficient reason for concealing the 
truth, the use of such ambiguity is unlawful, but not untruthful. 
Thus, for example, if some one has killed a Frenchman (hominem 
natione gattum), he can say, without lying, that he has not killed 
a ‘ gattum,’ if he takes this word in the sense of ‘ cock.’ To this 
class must also be referred the ambiguity in the case non est hie, 
i.e. according to the way it is understood : he is not here, and he 
is not eating here. That Innocent XI. did not condemn this use 
of ambiguity is certain. For he only condemns ambiguity con¬ 
nected with mental reservation, which means that something is 
added mentally. But in the cases of ambiguity quoted above 
nothing is added mentally, because the different significations 
( gattus , est) lie in the words themselves. The second kind of per¬ 
missible ambiguity arises when the words in themselves are not 
ambiguous, but assume another meaning owing to the conditions of 
place, time and persons. Thus it is related of St. Francis that when 
on one occasion robbers, who had passed him, were pursued by the 
officers of the law, he replied to their questions a3 to whether the 
former had gone that way by saying c They have not come here,’ 
at the same time putting his hands into his sleeves. And this 
reply was perfectly truthful, for the robbers had not passed through 
his sleeves. He could also have put his foot on a stone and said, 
‘ They have not gone through here,’ because they had not gone 
through the stone. There is no mental reservation in this case, 
because, through his placing his foot on the stone, the words in 
question (‘ come through,’ ‘ gone through ’) related to the stone. 
In this class are also included those words which have only one 
meaning in themselves, but are ambiguous, without mental reser¬ 
vation, according to the different way in which they are used. 
Thus, for example, the word ‘ know,’ which really signifies certain 
knowledge, is also frequently used for defective knowledge. On 
the other hand, ‘ ignorance ’ means lack of certain knowledge. 
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but is frequently used for the lack of any knowledge. Consequently, 
if someone has heard from another person that Peter committed 
a theft, and replies on being asked, ‘ 1 do not know,’ i.e. ‘ I have no 
infallible knowledge of it,’ he is not lying. Suare and Lugo [the 
ehief theologians of the Jesuit Order] also give the following 
example: ‘ A man who has only a loaf, which is necessary for his 
subsistence, answers the person who asks for one truthfully when 
he states, ‘ I have none,’ for he really has none which he can give, 
and he is asked in this sense. By these different ways of making 
use of ambiguity which we have quoted as permissible, all pangs 
of conscience and doubt are removed. Thus, an adulterous woman, 
when questioned by her husband regarding the adultery and 
threatened with death, may reply without falsehood and without 
mental reservation, ‘ I have not wounded your honour,’ for 
‘ wounded ’ means a material wounding, which cannot be applied 
to honour. She may also deny her adultery by taking this word 
in the sense in which it is frequently used in the Scriptures, namely, 
as idolatry. Any one who is questioned by the police concerning the 
whereabouts of a criminal, can give St. Francis’s reply, which we 
have already cited. Whoever is asked by the judge on oath how 
much he has of a certain commodity, which is unjustly taxed at 
too high a rate, may swear that he has a considerably smaller 
quantity of it than he really has, and it can be shown in many 
ways that this is no perjury. In the first place, when he swears 
that he has, for example, twenty pitcheis of oil, he does not deny 
that he has more, but speaks the truth, saying that he has twenty 
pitchers. Secondly, he may swear that he has not more than 
twenty, because he speaks the truth so far as the judge, who only 
asks as to the amount of oil which ought to be taxed, is concerned. 
As, according to the hypothesis, the tax is unjustly high, it is quite 
true to say that the person does not possess more, adding [mentally] 
than must be taxed.”* 

The Jesuit Laymann: 

“ Ambiguities are not lies. Ambiguities are modes of expression 
with a double meaning, one of which, that conveying the truth, 

* Criaia theologica, Vcnetiu (1710), IV., 120 et aeq. 

V 
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the speaker has in view, and hence does not lie, even when the 
person addressed interprets the words in the other sense, which 
is incorrect, and is thus deceived. For the speaker does not practise 
the deceit on the person addressed, but only permits it. . . . 
Although it is a probable view that every promissory perjury is a 
deadly sin, the opposite view is more probable. . . . Although 
an ambiguous oath is no perjury when there is just cause for 
concealing the truth, and is even exempt from all moral wrong, 
it is to some extent a false oath and not permissible when there is 
not just cause. Three assertions are implied by this thesis 
1. An ambiguous oath is no perjury, because one sense of the 
ambiguous expression is correct, according to the hypothesis; 
consequently, whoever confirms this sense with an oath does not 
commit perjury. Indeed, when an expression is really not ambiguous, 
but when it has in itself or in the circumstances only one meaning 
and that the false one, no perjury is committed when the person 
under oath does not intend to emphasise this false sense, but 
another, which does not correspond with the words sworn by him. 
An oath is only false when God is called upon as a witness for some¬ 
thing false; but he who swears in the above-mentioned manner 
does not call upon God on behalf of the false sense which he refers 
to outwardly, but on behalf of the truth which he retains inwardly.” 

Laymann admits, it is true, that he who swears thus 
utters a lie and usually commits a grievous sin. He then 
continues: 

“ 2. That an ambiguous oath is no sin, can be proved in the 
same way. For one interpretation of the ambiguous expression is 
true, and it can consequently, if necessary, be confirmed with an 
oath. ... It follows from clause 2 that he who has returned a 
loan may swear before a court of justice, if be has no other proof, 
that he has never entered into any agreement for a loan, adding to 
himself, such that he should have to return the loan twice. Covar- 
ruvias, Aaor and Suarez declare this view as probable. He who 
has been induced under severe threats, or without the inner wish, 
to bind himself, and has said to a woman, ‘ I will marry you,’ may, 
when asked by the judge about the matter, deny on oath that he 
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lias spoken such words, understanding the oath to mean that he 
has voluntarily agreed to marry her. He who is asked under oath 
if he has come from a place which is falsely supposed to be infected 
with the plague, may swear that he has not come thence, saying 
to himself, 4 from the plague-infected place.’ ”* 

The Jesuits Ballerini and Palmieri:— 

“ The general teaching of the theologians is that for a just 
cause ambiguity and equivocation are permissible even when under 
oath. And, in fact, when ambiguity is used, that whioh is mani¬ 
fested outwardly corresponds with the inner meaning of the person 
under oath, and hence the truth necessary for the oath is present. 
The listener is deceived, it is true, but we only admit that he mis¬ 
leads himself. A person is permitted to swear falsely aloud when 
an addition is spoken softly, provided that it is evident that an 
addition has been made, although the meaning of the addition is 
not understood.” f 

The Jesuit Lehmkuhl, whose Moral Theology is taken 
as the basis of instruction for the confessors designate 
in numerous seminaries for Roman Catholic priests in 
Germany, France, Italy, Holland, and elsewhere, says: 

“ Lying is always sinful. . . . But mental reservation is 
frequently free from falsehood; consequently [sic /] it is occasionally 
permissible and necessary and occasionally not permissible to make 
use of it. Under mental reservation is understood the keeping 
back of the sense of the words or its mental definition. This may 
occur in different ways :—1. If the words themselves have different 
meanings according to their interpretation, so that the speaker 
must give them a particular meaning. 2. If the words have not 
a double meaning in themselves, but may be taken in a sense different 
from the obvious one through conditions of place, person and time. 
For example, the expression, ‘ I do not know,’ may admit the 

* Theologia moralis. Liber quartus, tract. 3, ep. 14. Edit. Monach., 1626, 
II., 166, 174, 176, 177. 

t Opus theolog. morale, Prati, 1892, IL, 416, 418. 
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meaning in oertain circumstances, ‘ I do not know so that I can 
communicate it.’ 2. If the words can neither have such a meaning 
in themselves nor through special conditions, but can only have 
another signification through mental addition; for example, if 
anybody, on being asked whether he has been in Cologne, replies, 

*1 was there,’ and says to himself, ‘ in spirit.* The last manner of 
speaking, which only consists of mental reservation, is never per¬ 
missible, but is untruthful. The two other ways are permissible 
in suitable circumstances, for in whatever way the words are spoken 
—and they must be considered along with the circumstances—they 
express the real meaning which the speaker mentally intended, 
even though not clearly and definitely. The speaker intends, 
however, that the full meaning shall not be understood by the 
person addressed, and herein he is justified, and it is admitted that 
they may perhaps even be wrongly understood. Consequently, a 
part of the truth is concealed, which, for just reasons, may and 
must frequently occur. ... As often as I use in permissible 
fashion any reservation not exclusively mental, I may, according 
to the importance of the occasion, swear even with this reserva¬ 
tion,”* 

LehmkuhFs instructive remarks regarding calumnia¬ 
tion also belong here. On the authority of Liguori and 
the Jesuit Busenbaum, he declares that it is a deadly 
sin— 

“ To call a priest or a pious member of an Order a liar, whilst 
it is a pardonable sin to accuse a soldier, who lives a freer life, of 
philandering or vendetta. Nor is it very sinful to relate similar or 
analogous offences of one who is already notorious in other respects ; 
for example, to say of one who is known as a drunkard that he 
quarrels with his wife, or of a robber that he has committed perjury. 
. . . Who would consider it a serious calumny to say that an 
atheist is considered capable of secretly committing any crime 
(quadibet crimina) ? ”f 

* Theologia moral* 9 . Edit, 6, 1890, I., n., 772, 773. 

f Ibid., ft. 1178, 1179W 
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!» The Jesuit Gury: 

“ Anna had committed adultery; she replied first of all to her 
husband, who was suspicious and questioned her, that she had not 
broken the marriage bond; the second time, she replied, after she 
had been absolved from the sin, ‘ I am not guilty of such a crime ’; 
finally, the third time, because her husband pressed her still further, 
she flatly denied the adultery, and said, * I have not committed 
it,’ because she understood by this, ‘ such adultery as I should be 
obliged to reveal,* or ‘ I have not committed adultery which is to 
be revealed to you.* Is Anna to be condemned ? Anna can be 
justified from falsehood in the threefold case which has been men¬ 
tioned. For, in the first case, she could say that she had not broken 
the marriage bond, because it was still in existence. In the second 
case, she could say that she was innocent of adultery, since her 
conscience was no longer burdened with it after confession and 
the receiving of absolution, because she had the moral certainty 
that this had been forgiven. Indeed, she could make this assertion 
on oath, according to the general opinion and that of Liguori, 
Lessius, the Salmanticenses, and Suarea. In the third case, she 
could, in the probable view, still deny having committed adultery 
in the sense that she was obliged to reveal it to the husband.”* 

Such theories have been practically utilised in the 
Jesuit Order from early times. Some historical occur¬ 
rences which have become famous will serve as 
examples. 

The Jesuit Garnet, Provincial of the English 
Province of the Order, made use of equivocation, as he 
himself writes in a letter “ to the Fathers and Brethren 
of the Society,’ 1 so as not to be convicted of participa¬ 
tion in the Gunpowder Plot in the examination before 
the Commissioners, f Garnet says, in a letter dated 
March 20th, 1606: 

* Casus conscientiae, L, 182 et seq. (Parishs, 1892), 8th edit on. 

•f- Text of the letter in Jardine: A Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot (London 
1857), p. 203 (1). u 
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“ In cases where it becomes necessary to an individual for his 
defence, or for avoiding any injury or loss, or for obtaining any 
important advantage, without danger or mischief to any other 
person, there equivocation is lawful. Let us suppose that I have 
lately left London, where the plague is raging, and on arriving at 
Coventry, I am asked before I can be admitted into the town 
whether I come from London, and am perhaps required to swear 
that I do not: it would be lawful for me (being assured that I 
bring no infection) to swear in such a case that I did not come 
from London; for I put the case that it would be very important 
for me to go into Coventry, and that from my admittance no loss 
or damage could arise to the inhabitants.”* 

Garnet acknowledged in a letter to his accomplice, the 
Jesuit Greenway, that he knew of the Gunpowder Con¬ 
spiracy from the conspirator Catesby’s confession, and 
that he was obliged to impart his information (he made 
this confession to the court of justice in a “ declaration ” 
written in his own hand). The letter was intercepted, 
and the Commissioners questioned him as to the existence 
and contents of the letter. Garnet replied, “ upon his 
priesthood that he did never write any letter or letters, 
nor send any message to Greenway since he was at 
Coughton; and this he protested to be spoken without 
equivocation.” A few days afterwards, on being shown 
his letter to Green way, and asked how he could justify 
his falsehood, he boldly replied, “ that he had done nothing 
but that he might lawfully do, and that it was evil done 
of the Lords to ask that question of him, and to urge 
him upon his priesthood when they had his letters which 
he had written, for he never would have denied them if 
he had seen them; but supposing the Lords had not his 
letters, he did deny in such sort as he did the writing of 
any letter, which he might lawfully do.”f 

Jar dine, the keen-witted investigator of these cir- 

* Jardine, Ibid., p. 233 et seq. t Jardine, Ibid., p. 244 et seq. 
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cumstances, criticises, on the strength of the still extant 
minutes, the Jesuit Garnet’s attitude before the tribunal: 

“ He had denied all knowledge of the Plot until betrayed by 
the conferences with [the Jesuit] Hall, and be denied those con¬ 
ferences until he plainly perceived that he only injured himself 
by so doing; and when afterwards abashed and confounded at 
the clear discovery of his falsehood, he admitted to the Lords that 
‘ he had sinned unless equivocation could save him’! From the 
beginning to the end of the inquiry, he had acted in strict con¬ 
sistency with the principles he now acknowledged, never confessing 
any fact until it was proved against him, and never hesitating 
to declare palpable falsehoods respecting matters which tended 
to inculpate himself and affirm them by the most solemn oaths 
and protestations.”* 

And this is the man of whom Professor Buchberger, 
the editor of the Kirchliches Handlexikon ,f which was 
episcopally approved, writes: “ Garnet was a man 

incomparable in knowledge and saintliness.” This is 
another proof of the great extent to which the official 
Roman Church adapted itself to the morals of the Jesuits. 

The Jesuit Gerard relates: 

“ They [the Commissioners] asked me then whether I acknow¬ 
ledged the Queen [Elizabeth] as the true governor and Queen of 
England. I answered, ‘ I do acknowledge her as such.’ ‘ What! * 
said Topcliffe, ‘ in spite of Pius V.’s excommunication ? * I 
answered, ‘ I acknowledge her as our Queen, notwithstanding I 
know there is such an excommunication.’ The fact was [the 
Jesuit continues] ‘ I knew that the operation of that exoommuni- 
cation had been suspended in all England by a declaration of the 
Pontiff till such time as its execution became possible.”! 

The Catholic theologian, Taunton, rightly remarks on 

* Jardine, Ibid., p. 237. t Munich, 1907,1., 1594. 

I The Life of Fr. John Gerard (London, 1882), p. 225. 
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this cynical and naive utterance : “ It shows what reliance 
can be put upon some of the protestations of allegiance.”* 

The shameless inaccuracy of the Jesuit’s reply reflects, 
of course, more on the Papacy than on Jesuit morality. 
For Gregory XIII., a special friend of the Jesuits, had 
indeed authentically interpreted the Bull of deposition 
of his predecessor, Pius V., in the manner indicated by 
Gerard, and had entrusted the “ interpretation ” in an 
audience of April 14th, 1580, to the Jesuits Parsons and 
Campian, who were journeying to England, f 

The Jesuit, Robert Southwell, directed the daughter of 
his Host, in whose house he lay concealed from the sheriff’s 
officers of Queen Elizabeth of England, that she should 
reply “ No,” to the question as to whether Robert South- 
well were in her father’s house, and confirm the reply 
with an oath. In order to make the “ No ” correct, she 
was to think, “ He is not in my father’s house so that 
I am bound to tell them.”J 

The attitude of the Parisian Jesuits with regard to a 
book by their fellow-Jesuit, Santarelli, Tractatus de haeresi, 
etc., affords a specially striking example of the ability of 
the Jesuits to say “Yes” and “No” about the same 
circumstance. This book, which was published in 1625, 
with the approval of the General, Vitelleschi, taught the 
usual doctrine of the Order regarding the Pope’s supremacy 
over kings and princes, and defended the view that the 
Bull, Unam sanctum, which dogmatically established this 
doctrine, was not suspended by Clement V.’s Brief, Meruit, 
published in favour of France. The Parisian Sorbonne 
condemned the book. On March 14th, 1626, the French 
Parliament cited the Provincial of the Jesuits at Paris 


* The Jesuits in England, p. 165. 

t The Jesuits’ Memorial, p. XXVI., and Barleian Miscellany, 4th edition, 
II., 130. 


J Taunton, p. 168. 
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and six other Fathers to appear before the bar so as to 
question them about the book. I quote from the minutes 
of the case: 

“ * Do you approve of Santarelli’s bad book ? * ‘ On the con¬ 
trary, we are ready to write against it and contest all that he says.’ 
‘ Do you not know that this wicked doctrine has been approved 
by your General in Rome ? ’ ‘ Yes, but we here cannot help this 
indiscretion, and we blame it most emphatically.’ ‘ Do you believe 
that the Pope may excommunicate and depose the King, and release 
his subjects from their oath of allegiance ? ’ * How should the 
Pope excommunicate the King, the eldest son of the Church, who 
would certainly do nothing which would render it necessary ? ’ 
* But your General, who has approved the book, considers that its 
contents are correct; do you differ in opinion ? * * The General, 
who lives in Rome, can do nothing but approve that which the 
Roman Curia has sanctioned.’ ‘ And your own conviction ? ’ 
‘ Is quite different.’ ‘ And what would you do if you were in 
Rome ? * * We should act in the same manner as those who are 
there.’ ”* 

Louis XIY.’s confessor, the Jesuit La Chaise, writes 
to the Jesuit Petre, the political favourite of James IL 
of England, in a letter dated March 7th, 1688 : 

“ One of your Assisting Fathers of that Kingdom (which was 
Father Parsons) having written a book against the succession of 
the King of Scots , to the Realm of England , Father Creighton , who 
was also of our Society, and upheld by many of our Party, defended 
the Cause of that King, in a Book intituled, The Reasons of the 
King of Scots, against the Booh of Father Parsons; and tho’ they 
seemed divided, yet they understood one another very well, thus 
being practised by Order of our General, to the End, that if the 
House of Scotland were excluded, they might shew him, who had 
the Government, the book of Father Parsons ; and on the other 
Hand, if the King happened to be restored to the Throne, they 


* Reusch, D«r Index, IL, 351, 352. 
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might obtain hia Good Will, by shewing him the Works of Father 
Creighton: So that which Way soever the Medal turn’d, it still 
prov’d to the Advantage of our Society.”* 

Whether the letter is genuine in this form is uncertain. 
But we are certain of the existence of the two mutually 
contradictory works by the Jesuits Parsons and Creighton 
mentioned in it,f and in this fact lies the proof of the 
equivocation of the Order which is expressed in a typical 
manner in this letter. And this is the point. The letter— 
in case it is not genuine—would then be, like the Monita 
secreta, a sharply pointed, satirical exposure of Jesuit 
double dealing. 

On December 24th, 1613, the Jesuit Adam Contzen, 
Professor of Theology at Mayence, suggested in a letter 
to the Jesuit Cardinal, Bellarmin, that a Supplicatio to 
the TTing of England, or to the Dutch States-General, 
should be written in the name of a Protestant preacher, 
showing the necessity for a Calvinistic council, in order 
to divert attention from a letter directed against Pope 
Paid V. (demonstrating that the choice of the Pope was 
simoniacal, consequently invalid).J 

The Jesuit, Hugo Both, also pretended that he was a 
Dutch Calvinist in his anonymous work, Cavea turturi 
structa , published in 1631, against the Dominican Jacob 
Gravina. In a letter addressed to the Jesuit Forer he 
says it would not be well that he (Roth) should be known 
to be the author, because it would lead to a popular scandal 
if it were known that members of the Orders attacked 
one another. § 

* Collection of Papers Relating to the Present Juncture of Affaire in England. 
Third Collection, p. 27. London, 1689. 

f Sommervogel, S.J., Bibliothique de la Compagnie de Jesus (Bruxellee-Parie, 
1895-1900), 6, 303 ; 9 (Supplement), 148. 

+ Dollinger-Reusch, Moralstreitigkeiten, I., 550, and II., 262. 

§ Ibid., L, 584; II., 309. 
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Specially characteristic of the Jesuits was their attempt, 
towards the end of the sixteenth century, known as “ The 
Douai Knavery ” (la fourberie de Douai ), to destroy the 
Catholic Theological University at Douai, which dis¬ 
pleased them because it had a tendency towards Jansenism. 

A professor at Douai, P. de Ligny, became implicated 
in a secret correspondence. The writer of the letters, 
who pretended to be the Jansenist leader, Antoine Arnauld 
(he always signed himself as Antoine A. and had the 
answers sent to Brussels, which was then Arnauld’s place 
of residence), severely attacked the Jesuits, and warmly 
took up the cause of the Jansenists. The aim of the 
correspondence was to unmask Ligny and the other pro¬ 
fessors as Jansenists. The object desired was achieved 
and Louis XIV. deprived the Professors Laleu, Rivette, 
Ligny and Malpaix of their office, and banished them to 
different parts of France. The cunning correspondent, 
“ who had rendered such a signal service to religion,” was 
not, however, Antoine Arnauld, but a Jesuit, probably 
the Jesuit Lallemand who, as Sainte-Beuve* reports, 
when an old man, still boasted “ avec jubilation, qtiil 
avail imagine, fie et conduit d la fin , qu’il se proposait, 
la fameuse fourberie de Douai” 

The “ Fourberie de Douai ” created great commotion. 
All respectable people were unanimous in its condemnation. 
Leibnitz pronounced upon it, saying: 

“ The deceit in the Douai case is very wicked and a very bad 
example. In legal parlance it may be designated as stellionatus 
(artful deception). But, in spite of everything, I do not believe 
that the Jesuits will gain much by it; for if, as seems probable, 
the matter is taken up further in the courts of law, the handwritings 
will be compared, and it will easily be seen that the handwriting 
is not that of Arnauld, and the Jesuits of Douai will be forced to 
say how they obtained the documents. Besides, the intrigue bears 

* Port Royal, 5, 464. 
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several marks of falsehood, so that I cannot Bee the nse of such a 
cunningly contrived piece of roguery, except to cause alarm among 
the ignorant. . . . I do not believe that these controversies [the 
affair at Douai] can be laid to the charge of the Roman Catholic 
religion; the failings of human nature are only too well known, 
and the Jesuits have given too many proofs of their vindictive 
character to be considered exempt from human passions. Doubtless 
their general superiors ought to express their strong disapproval 
of those who have carried out the affair at Douai, which was a very 
dishonourable business (chose forte malhonneste ) . . . But it seems 
that two considerations restrain the Superiors (although they must 
be exceedingly displeased, as I readily believe). In the first place,- 
they think that their punishment would damage the reputation 
of the Society [of Jesus]; secondly, they have such a bad opinion 
of the so-called Jansenists that they rejoice oyer the matter as a 
service rendered to the Church, although they do not approve of 
all the circumstances. [Leibnita thus clearly reproaches the Jesuits 
with their observance of the principle * The end sanctifies the 
means.’] If I were in place of these Superiors, I would make 
amends to Amauld.”* 

The Jesuits themselves, however, thought very differ¬ 
ently on the subject of “ making amends,” as the above- 
mentioned remark of the chief culprit, the Jesuit Lalle- 
mand, shows. 

Amauld himself tried to obtain the “ amends ” by 
publishing several “ complaints ” against the Jesuits. It 
is stated in one of these : 

“ I appeal to you, my right reverend Fathers. ... It only 
remains for me to cite you before the tribunal of all honest people 
in the world, who are already so indignant about the rascality of 
the false Amauld, so that if nothing else can avail to shame you 
the fear of public infamy may, at any rate, compel you to change 

* Letters, dated September 12th and October 9th, 1691, to Landgraf Ernst 
von Hessen-Rheinfels : Rommel, Leibniz uni Landgraf Ernst von Hessen-Eheinfels 
(Frankfort, 1847), II., pp. 306 and 326. 
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your attitude.- . . . There is only one way for you to save-the 
honour of your Society, show honour to God, and acknowledge 
that all those of your Society who have taken part in this wretched 
intrigue have acted very badly.”* 

The Jesuits also tried, by a cunning trick to disarm 
the Doiiiinican Concina, one of the keenest opponents of 
their moral teachings. Such a trustworthy witness as 
the Jesuit Cordara gives an account of this: 

“ Whilst the struggle against the Jesuits raged thus [chiefly 
stirred up by Concina], a violent work suddenly appeared from a 
secret place of publication with the title Conducts Recantation, in 
which Concina, repenting of his misdeeds, withdrew his accusations 
against the Jesuits, accused himself of wicked malignity, and 
unmercifully reproached himself with many infamous actions. 
Nobody doubted but that a Jesuit was the author of the pamphlet, 
which was immediately circulated through the whole city [Rome] 
and was eagerly read on account of its satirical wit.”f 

Is it surprising that this false and treacherous spirit 
which pervades the manuals of moral theology and the 
“ glorious ” history of the Order should also make its 
way into the daily life of the Jesuit ? Ever since my 
suspicions were aroused, in the second year of my novitiate, 
regarding the Order’s secrecy, concealment and avoidance of 
the light, they never ceased to disturb me ; and numerous 
experiences proved to me that, in the Society of Jesus, 
Christ’s saying, “ Let your communication be Yea, yea; 
Nay, nay,” is not observed, but that the words of the 
genuine Jesuit are full of secondary meanings and reser¬ 
vations. My mistrust of the uprightness of their words 
and deeds became insurmountably strong as time passed, 

* Scconde Plainte de M. Arnauld aux R. R. P. P. Jemites, from Arnauld, 
31, 453 ei aeq .; for the evidence concerning the " fabe Arnauld ” ef. Reusoh, 
Beitrdge zur Geachichta dea Jeauitenordena (Munich, 1894), pp. 169-195. 

t Denhwurdigkeiten, Dollinger, Beitrdge, 3, 10. 
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especially in the case of five influential Jesuits who 
were my Superiors — Meschler, Nix, Ratgeb, Hovel 
and Piitz. 

Words cannot express what a subordinate, especially 
one who is so absolutely dependent as a subordinate in 
the Jesuit Order, suffers in an atmosphere of falsehood, 
which surrounds him and emanates from his superiors. 
And this suffering was not felt by myself alone. Others, 
too, were oppressed by its weight. Only very rarely, 
and then but casually, did one of us dare to speak 
to another of his feelings. For both alike have the right 
and the duty to report everything they hear to the Superior. 
In the Jesuit Order, there are no friends to whom we can 
confide cares and mental anguish without fear of betrayal. 
The Constitutions of the Order have made breach of 
confidence a law. And yet I once heard a complaint of 
the untruthfulness which pervaded the Order made in a 
most affecting manner by a fellow-Jesuit, a dying one, 
it is true, who had nothing more to hope for and nothing 
to lose. 

In 1889 or 1890, the Jesuit Niemoller died at Exaeten 
of consumption. I frequently visited him, and he spoke 
to me confidentially. Once he said to me in a hoarse, 
rattling voice : “Do you know what has been the hardest 
thing in the Order, what has caused me the severest 
spiritual tortures ? The feeling of being surrounded by 
a system which is full of reservation. But we must 
believe that our judgment is mistaken,” he added hastily, 
“ for the Church has certainly approved the Jesuit OrdeT 
with its theory and practice.” I did not reply to the 
poor man, because the authority of the Church, to which 
he could still cling, had already begun to totter in my 
estimation. For years this “ authority ” had also pre¬ 
vented my condemnation of Jesuit untruthfulness. 

One afternoon—it must have been in 1887 or 1888— 
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I was in the library at Exaeten. A report had spread 
amongst us that the neighbouring estate of Oosen, which 
is situated on the Maas, had been bought by the German 
Province of the Order as a place for recreation. Whilst 
I was there, the Socius of the Provincial Superior, 
the Jesuit Piitz, entered. No one could give more positive 
information, so I asked him if this report was founded 
on truth, i.e. whether the estate had been bought, or 
would be bought. He replied without hesitation, “ No, 
what are you thinking of ? ” On the following day, it 
was announced that Oosen had been bought, and the 
purchase was actually legally concluded in the morning 
of the day, on the afternoon of which the Jesuit Piitz, 
who knew exactly the fact of the purchase, had so definitely 
denied it. 

I have already mentioned the mental reservation which 
the Jesuit, Cardinal Franzelin, advised me to employ on 
taking the official oath when I entered the Prussian State 
service, and how deceitfully the Jesuit Superior at Blyen- 
beck (unfortunately I also had a share in this) kept a 
“ magister meal ” secret from my uncle, Baron Felix 
von Loe. 

All these are small passages from daily life—I could 
easily multiply them—which, owing to their insignificance 
and frequency, show especially clearly the extent to 
which untruthfulness has become incorporated in the flesh 
and blood of the Jesuit. He no longer feels that re¬ 
strictions, reservations, and the like are dishonourable, 
and that they offend against faith and honesty. The 
“ classic moral theologians ” of his Order teach that they 
are permissible ; members of the Order, to whose “ virtue ” 
and “ saintliness ” the history of the Order calls special 
attention, practise “ knaveries ” and make use of mental 
reservations; why then should such teachings and 
examples not be followed in daily life ? 
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2. The End Sanctifies the Means.—I may be 

mistaken, but in my view it is here we find the deepest 
shadows over Jesuit morality. 

The oft-quoted maxim, “ The end sanctifies the means,” 
does not occur in this abrupt form in the moral and 
theological manuals of the Order. But its signification, 
i.e. that means in themselves bad and blameable are 
“ sanctified,” i.e. are permissible on account of the good 
ends which it is hoped to attain through them, is one of 
the fundamental doctrines of Jesuit morals and ethics. 

It is well known that many violent disputes have raged 
about this maxim. The Jesuit Roh offered a reward oi 
1,000 florins to anyone who could point it out in the 
moral and theological writings of the Order. The matter 
was not decided. In April, 1903, the Centre deputy, 
Chaplain Dasbach, repeated Rob’s challenge at a public 
meeting at Rixdorf, increasing the sum to 2,000 florins, 
I took Herr Dasbach at his word, published the proofs 
from Jesuit writings, which appeared to me convinc¬ 
ing, in the magazine Deutschland ,* edited by myself, and 
called on the challenger, Herr Dasbach, to pay the 2,000 
florins. He refused. I sued him for payment at the 
County Court at Treves (Dasbach’s place of residence). 
The court pronounced that the matter was a betting 
transaction, and that the money could not be recovered 
at law. On appealing against this to the High Court of 
Appeal at Cologne, my case was dismissed on March 30th, 
1905, on the ground that the passages brought forward 
from Jesuit authors did not contain the sentence, “ The 
end sanctifies the means,” either formally or materially. 
My counsel advised against applying for a revision at the 
Supreme Court of the Empire, as the facts of the case 
would not be discussed there, only technical errors in the 
previous judgments. 


July, 1903. 
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I have given the main points of the Cologne judgment 
in the Zeitschrift fur Kirchengeschichte, * with my comments, 
and there also expressed the well-founded supposition 
that in essential points it was composed with the assistance 
of Jesuit theologians. But even this judgment contains 
the sentence, “ Whatever we may think of the morality 
manifested in these cases,” etc. 

All the proceedings, with the quotations (Latin and 
German) from the writings of the leading moral theo¬ 
logians of the Jesuit Order, have been given in detail 
in my work, Der Ztveck heiligt die Mittel, an ethical his¬ 
torical examination, together with an Epilogus galeatus, f 
to which I refer the reader. 

I will only submit a few passages here:— 

The Jesuit Becanus says: 

“ Is it an offence if a person advises another to do the lesser 
evil so that he may abstain from the greater ? Or, as others put 
the question, is it permissible to advise the lesser evil so as to 
prevent the greater ? In particular, may I advise Peter, who wishes 
to commit adultery, to commit a simple sin of unchastity, so that 
the adultery may be prevented ? Likewise, may I advise a man 
who wishes to steal the whole treasure to be satisfied with a part ? 
Some believe that it is not permissible, for we must not do evil 
that good may come, as the Apostle says in the Epistle to the 
Romans, iii. 8, or, which is the same, ‘ It is not permissible to make 
use of a bad means so as to attain a good end ’; thus it is not 
permissible to steal money so as to give alms from it; it is not 
permissible to lie so as to convert some one to the Catholic Faith. 
Others are of the opposite opinion, as Dominicus Soto, Sylvester 
(Prierias), Navarrus, Adrianus, and Johannes Medina en Vasques 
... To this is added a proof based on reason; It is permissible 
to advise Peter, who is determined to sin, to commit a more trivial 
sin without designating the object of the lesser sin. And yet the 
result of this advice is that, while he was previously determined 
* Vol. 27, p. 339 et seq. 

f Third Edition. {Berlin, 1904), C. A.. Schwetschke und Sohn. 
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to commit adultery, he is now advised rather to co mmit a simple 
act of unchastity. This latter point of view must be thus under¬ 
stood : If I saw Peter disposed and absolutely determined to 
commit adultery so as to satisfy his desires, and I was not able 
to dissuade him from his design in any other way than by advising 
him to commit a simple act of unchastity in place of the adultery, 
it would be permissible to advise the latter, not inasmuch as it is 
a sin, but inasmuch as it prevents the crime of adultery, which 
would otherwise have been committed. Augustinus also speaks in 
this sense when he says that both murder and adultery are sins, 
but, for all that, if a man be determined to commit one of the 
two, he should rather choose adultery than murder. I say the 
same of the thief or robber, who is determined to steal from Peter 
his whole stock of gold articles. For, if I cannot prevail on him 
in any other way than by the advice to be satisfied with half, 
it is permissible to advise him to commit the lesser theft so that he 
may abandon the greater. The reason is that he who advises 
thus does not injure Peter, but rather renders him a benefit; he 
contrives so that Peter retains half his possessions, which he would 
otherwise have lost entirely.”* 

The Jesuit Castropalao says: 

“ Does a man commit a sinful offence if he offers another an 
occasion for sin or does not remove the occasion offered although 
he could do so ? If you do not remove the opportunity for sin, 
with the intention that the other should sin, it is clear that you 
yourself sin on account of the evil intention. It remains doubtful 
whether you are excused from the sin, if you were prompted by 
some good purpose. The motive may be either that the person 
in question may be caught committing the sin and punished, or that 
he may be reformed, or that you secure yourself from harm. If 
you act from any of the above reasons, you do not apparently 
approve the sin of the other person, but permit it. But as to this 
we must say that if you merely permit the sin of the other so that 
he may be detected and punished, then you yourself sin, for there 
does not seem sufficient reason to justify such a permission. The 
* Opera omnia . Moguwt. 1649, Partis secundae tract, 1, r. 27, qu. 4, p. 396 et eeq. 
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punishment is not a worthy aim in itself, because it can only be 
imposed when the sin has been committed; indeed, if you, before 
the sin has been committed, desire the punishment for the sin, 
it implies a silent consent to the sin itself. This is the opinion 
expressed by Medina . . . Sanches . . . and Bonacina. They 
say, for instance, that guards by concealing themselves so as to 
extort a very heavy fine from travellers who have unlawfully passed 
the frontier are guilty of a deadly sin, which is very hard. But if 
you permit another to sin so that he may be detected and reformed, 
it is allowable, and it follows from what we have said when treating 
of admonition on the sixth point; for the reform of the sinner, 
which is confidently expected, seems to be sufficient reason foT 
permitting the commission of the sin. Besides the above-named 
theologians, this doctrine is held by Navarrus . . Navarra . . 
Valentia . . ., and Sanchez, who again cites Bonacina . . 
Molina . . . and Joh. Sanchez. . . . But the prospect of reform 
must be almost certain, for only then can the hope of permanent 
and radical improvement make up for the permission of the pro¬ 
spective sin. In the second place, I say that you may permit a 
sin so as to make your position secure. For these reasons, a married 
man, when he suspects his wife of adultery, or is secretly aware 
of it, may take witnesses with him so that he may prove the adultery 
and may bring about the divorce. As the husband suffers the 
greatest injury through the wife’s adultery when he is forced to 
live with her, he may, to avert this wrong, and as no other practic¬ 
able way of doing so is presented, except permitting the sin and 
confirming it by witnesses, permit it and call in witnesses. Navarra, 
Sanchez, Bonacina and Molina hold this view. The difficulty 
arises, is it permissible, for the purpose named, to offer the sinners 
the opportunity for the sin ? A common opinion negatives the 
permissibility, for this does not only entail permitting a sin, but 
co-operating in its perpetration, and Emmanuel Sa. . Sanchez 
. . . and Bonacina hold this view. Hence, as Bonacina and 
Sanchez reason, the husband is not allowed to come to terms with 
his wife that she may make an appointment with her lover, who 
seeks to violate her chastity, fixing time and place, not in order 
that the adultery may be committed, but in order that the latter 
may be caught in his wicked design. For such an agreement is 
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a tacit, indeed, an express consent to the proposed adultery, which 
is not permissible. Peter Navarra considers it permissible, however, 
though only in rare cases, to offer sinners an occasion for sin. It may 
be said as a proof of this: In the first place, an occasion for sin 
may be presented by a passive medium. This, for example, is the 
case when the father, who wishes to catch the son who is stealing, 
leaves the key in the money chest as if through forgetfulness, or 
places coins in a place where the son can easily take them and 
then be convicted of the theft; then, I say, the father performs 
an indifferent action. Sanchez and others hold the same opinion 
in this case. In the same way a woman does not seem to sin when 
she, in presence of a seducer from whose importunity she cannot 
defend herself, uses an ambiguous expression which the seducer 
takes as consent, but which is in reality no consent on her part. 
When Bhe says, for instance, to the seducer : ‘ I agree, if you come 
at this time and hour, the door will be open,’ the expressions are 
indifferent, and although they are considered by the seducer as 
a consent to the adultery, this is not the case. Consequently, it 
is allowable for her to express herself in this way, because she has 
a sufficient reason for the equivocation. Granted, moreover, that 
the expression might appear to the seducer as a consent to the 
adultery under given circumstances, yet it is no consent when the 
matter is well considered; for such an expression is frequently 
used, not in order that the adultery may be committed, but so 
that he who secretly designs it may be punished. The woman 
does not say, * I agree to your carrying out your wicked design,’ 
but only, ‘ I agree to your coming to-night.’ These words may not 
only denote that he should come for adultery, but just as well that 
he should only come to receive his punishment, so that she may 
rid herself of his attentions and defend her honour. . . . Does 
a man commit a sinful offence who advises a person about to commit 
a serious sin to commit a less serious one ? ... It is certainly 
permissible to suggest a smaller offence to some one who is quite 
determined to perpetrate a serious one, so that he may be prevented 
from committing the greater. For example, you may urge one 
who wishes to commit sodomy to commit a simple unchaste act; 
and you may point out to one who wishes to commit a murder and 
then to steal, how to obtain money through usury; for by this 
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indication you do not directly tempt the person either to unchastity 
or to usury, you only point out the way in which the greater sin may 
be avoided, and although the way is morally wrong, you do not 
induce the other to follow it, but you only say that this is the way 
to avoid the greater sin, which is true. This is the view of Covar- 
ruvias, Cajetan, Valentia, Sanchea, Lessius and other theologians 
to be mentioned later. The difficulty, therefore, begins when the 
question is whether it is permissible expressly to advise anyone 
who is determined to commit a grievous sin and persuade him 
to commit the lesser sin, when he cannot be restrained in any other 
manner. The first opinion teaches that it is permissible in this 
case, for you do not persuade the other absolutely to commit the 
lesser sin, but only on the hypothesis that he wishes to co mmit the 
more serious sin. In case he wishes to commit the more serious 
sin, however, it is right to persuade him to be satisfied with com¬ 
mitting the lesser sin, for by this his own cause and God’s are fitly 
protected. Consequently you do not sin. This is what is taught 
by Sanchez, who cites others besides, Lessius . . .,Rebellus . . ., 
Molina . . ., Bonacina . . ., and Yasquez. . . . The second 
view teaches that it is in no case permissible to recommend the 
lesser sin to him who wishes to commit the greater. For the recom¬ 
mendation of the lesser sin is still a counsel to sin: a comparative 
presupposes a positive. But to advise something which is unlawful 
iB not permissible. Moreover, free choice of the lesser sin is never 
permissible, even when it is made by one who is ever so determined 
to commit the greater sin. Consequently the advice to do this is 
never permissible. Advice to do something which is in itself not 
allowable can never be permitted. This is the view of the theo¬ 
logians Cajetan, Covarravias, Sylvester, Emanuel Sa, Valentia and 
Conrad Summenhart. In this matter, I believe that the first point 
of view is correct if he who is advised to commit the lesser sin and 
persuaded to do so is already prepared not only to commit the 
greater sin, but also the lesser. For then we do not advise the 
commission of the lesser evil, but the omission of the greater; 
also, we do not determine the sinner to commit the lesser sin, but 
rather deter him from the perpetration of the greater. This is 
clear from the following example : Peter is determined to kill 
Francis in order to rob him; he wishes to commit the murder. 
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and you persuade him to be satisfied with wounding. In giving 
this advice you wrong no one : you do not injure Peter, because 
you take care that his soul is not stained with so many crimes; 
nor yet Francis, because you manage his business advantageously. 
It follows from this that you are allowed not only to advise Peter 
in this case to co mmi t the theft, but also to help materially in the 
act, because you do not help in an act which is not permissible in 
itself and wicked, but which is rather good and honest so far as 
you are concerned, being committed with the tacit and assumed 
consent of the owner of the property who, it is supposed, in order 
to escape death, has given you permission to aid in the theft, so 
that his death is prevented by this assistance. This is the view 
of Sanchez, Bonacina and Vasquez.”* 

\ The Jesuit Voit says: 

“ In regard to the knotty question whether it is a sinful offence 
to recommend a lesser sin to one who would otherwise certainly 
commit a greater, Valentia and Sa reply that it is not permissible, 
for even the smaller sin remains a sin, consequently to advise it 
alwayB remains something bad in itself; Laymann, Dicastillo and 
others reply with a distinction. If the lesser evil is comprised in 
the greater, and the greater evil cannot be prevented otherwise, 
it is permissible to advise the lesser evil, because then the lesser 
sin is not advised and suggested, but it is only intended that he 
who is determined to commit the greater sin shall abstain from 
committing a part of it. It is not permissible, however, to advise 
the lesser evil when it is by no means contained in the greater evil— 
for example, to advise one who is determined to commit a murder 
to get drunk—for that means to cause him to commit a sin which he 
had by no means intended to commit. In the former case, that 
evil is not directly advised, but it is chosen as a means for pre¬ 
venting the greater evil. Sanchez and other weighty theologians 
declare it to be permissible to recommend the lesser evil, although 
it is not contained in the greater, because then also the evil is not 
recommended as such, but only as a means of hindering the greater 
evil. ... He who does not remove the occasion for sin [though 

* Operis moralis pars prima, tom. 1, pp. 476-478. Ed. Lugd„ 1669. 
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it is in his povrer] to the end that the person should be detected, 
amend and repent, does not sin, because this action is not designed 
to lead into sin, but to permit a sin as a means lor the prevention 
of many sins.” * 

It follows from these passages: 

1. That the recommending of a lesser sin, the 
presenting of an opportunity and the inducement 
to commit it, is morally permissible if it is done 
in order to prevent a greater sin. 2. That the preven¬ 
tion of the greater sin is clearly and distinctly desig¬ 
nated as a “ good end.” 3. That as the recommendation 
to sin, no matter how small it may be, is in itself 
bad, Jesuit morality sets up the principle that a 
“means” in itself bad (advising, presenting of an oppor¬ 
tunity for the lesser sin) is morally permissible, and is 
“ sanctified ” by the “ good end ” (prevention of the 
greater sin). 

That this is the substance of the above moral and 
theological principles cannot be contraverted by any 
subtleties. On the contrary, the subtleties which the 
Jesuit Becanus, etc., employ to veil this result, make it 
even clearer to every person endowed with healthy 
judgment. And it is just these subtleties which 
show in an unparalleled way the unhealthiness of 
Jesuit moral feeling, and justify my assertion that 
the darkest shadows in Jesuit morality are here to be 
found. 

3. Tyrannicide.—Juan Mariana, a celebrated Jesuit 
and an “ ornament ” of his Order, has defined with un¬ 
precedented candour and minuteness of detail the doctrine 
of the lawfulness of the murder of princes (not only tyrants) 
in his book Concerning the King and his Education (De rege 
et regis institution#), published in 1599 at Toledo. The 

* Theolog . moral. Edit. Lugdun, 1850, I., 402, 406. 
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book bears the imprimatur of the Order, dated “ Madrid, 
December 2nd, 1598 ” : 

“ I, Stephan Hojeda, Visitator of the Society of Jesus 
for the Province of Toledo, give, under the power of special 
authority from our General, Claudius Acquaviva, per¬ 
mission that the three books, Concerning the King and his 
Education , written by Father John Mariana, of the same 
Society, may be published, because they have been 
previously sanctioned by learned and distinguished men 
of our Order.”* 

The sixth chapter of the first book says: 

“ A noble monument has been recently erected in France which 
shows how important it is that the people should be pacified. . . . 
Henry III., King of France, lies there murdered by the hand of a 
monk, and the charm of the knife has been thrust into his entrails: 
This is an ugly but memorable spectacle calculated to teach princes 
[‘ principes ,* not ‘ tyrannos ’] that godless, hazardous enterprises 
do not remain unpunished. . . . Jacques Clement . . . studied 
theology at the college of his Order, the Dominican. When he, 
in answer to his question, had been told by the theologians that a 
tyrant could justly be killed ... he went into the 6amp on 
July 31st, 1589. . . .On August 1st, which is dedicated to the 
chains of the Apostle Peter, after reading Mass (sacris operatus), 
he obeyed the summons of the King, who was out of bed but not 

* The approval of Mariana’s doctrine by the censorship of the Order has caused 
so much annoyance to the Jesuits that they keep it as secret as possible. Thus, 
for example, the Jesuit Cathrein, a learned luminary of the German Province, 
specially emphasises the official approval of Mariana’s book, but suppresses its 
approval by the Jesuit Order [Moralphilosophie, II. (4), 671 (Freiburg, 1904)). 
Here is a still more significant circumstance. When I wrote the work Warum 
sollen die Jesuiten nicht nach Deutschland zuriickf in 1891, under compulsion 
of obedience to the Order (as I shall presently show), I mentioned the imprimatur 
of the Order in discussing Mariana’s book. The Jesuit Ratgeb, at that time 
Provincial, requested me to omit this passage: " Why should we,” was the gist 
of his comment, “ put weapons into our enemies’ hands ? ” Reusch charged me 
with the sin of omission in the Deutscher Merlewr, and only then did the Jesuit 
Ratgeb consent to the reinsertion of the passage—».e. the mention of the 
Order’s imprimatur—in the second edition of my work, on the ground that the 
fact had now been made known and it would no longer be advantageous to 
suppress it. 
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completely dressed. During a conversation, lie drew nearer to 
the King, apparently to present a letter, and inflicted a deep wound 
in the vicinity of the bladder with a knife hidden under medicinal 
herbs. What magnificent presence of mind! what a glorious 
action ! . . . The courtiers who rushed in covered him [the monk] 
with wounds. ... He [the monk] bought the liberty of his 
country and nation with his blood ; he rejoiced exceedingly in spite 
of blows and wounds. He won a great name through the murder 
of the Bang. . . . Thus died Clement, France’s everlasting glory, 
as most people believe. . . . Opinions differ as to the monk’s 
act. Whilst many praise him and consider him worthy of eternal 
renown, others, distinguished by discretion and learning, blame 
him: It is not permissible, they say, for any man on his own 
authority . . . to kill a king deposed by the nation. . . . And 
they confirm this with many proofs and examples. . . . This is 
what those teach who espouse the cause of the tyrant. But those 
who espouse the people’s cause can bring forward as many and as 
weighty proofs. It is certain that a king may, if the circ umstan ces 
require it, be cited before their tribunal by the community from 
which he derives his kingly authority, and, if he scornfully rejects 
the remedy, may be divested of his princely rank. . . . We also 
see that, from ancient times, those who have murdered tyrants 
are held in honour. ... I observe that philosophers and theo¬ 
logians agree as to the fact that a prince who has taken possession 
of a state by arms and violence, without right and without the 
consent of the nation, may be deprived of life and power by any¬ 
body (o quocunque). As he is an open enemy and wrongfully 
oppresses the country and has the nature and name of a tyrant 
in truth and reality, he may be removed by any means ( amoveatur 
quocunque ratione) and be deprived of the power of which he has 
forcibly possessed himself. . . . When a prince enjoys his power 
by consent of the people, or by inheritance, his oppressions and 
whims must be borne as long as he chooses to infringe those laws 
of honour and morality to which he is bound as a person. For 
princes must not be changed lightly. . . . But if he brings r uin 
on the state . . . this must not be overlooked in silence. But 
first the method of deposing such a prince must be carefully con¬ 
sidered. . . . The most practicable and safest method seems to 
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be to authorise the public assembly to determine in general con¬ 
ference what is to be done. ... If the prince then amends, I 
consider that he must again be reinstated and stronger measures 
need not be adopted. If he refuses the remedy, however . . . 
it is permissible to deprive him of his power after judgment has 
been passed upon him. . . . And if the state cannot defend 
itself in any other way, it is permissible, according to the law of 
self-defence and on a man’s own authority, to kill the prince, who 
has been declared an open enemy, with the sword ( ferro perimere). 
And this authority is possessed by every private individual who 
seeks to aid the state, abandoning all hope of impunity, at the 
risk of his own salvation. You ask what is to be done when the 
authority of the public assembly [of the Estates] has been suspended, 
as may frequently occur. In my opinion, the matter remains the 
same . . . and he who, in accordance with public wishes, tries 
to kill the prince has, in my opinion, not acted wrongly. This is 
adequately confirmed by the evidence which I have already brought 
forward against the tyrants. Consequently it is only the question 
of fact (questio facti) which is disputable, i.e. who should be regarded 
as a tyrant; the question of justice (questio juris) is clear that a 
tyrant may be killed. . . . It is well for princes to consider that, 
if they oppress the State and become unbearable through their 
vices and moral infamies, their life hangs in the balance, and that 
it is not only lawful to kill them, but even honourable and glorious; 
... If all hope [of the prince’s reformation] has disappeared, 
and if the State and the sacredness of religion are in danger, who 
is so devoid of wisdom that he cannot acknowledge that it is right 
to shake off tyranny by means of the law and by weapons ? . . . 
This is my opinion founded on sincere conviction, and since, being 
human, I may be mistaken, I shall be thankful if anyone can 
advance anything better. I close the discussion with the words 
of the tribune, Flavius, who, convicted of participation in the 
conspiracy against Nero, and asked why he had forgotten his oath, 
replied, ‘ No soldier was more faithful than I at the time when you 
deserved to be loved. I began to hate you when you became a 
matricide, wife-murderer, racer and incendiary.’ A soldierly and 
brave spirit! ”* 

* De regt ei regia inatituiione, pp. 66-80. 
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In Chapter 7 Mariana asks the question, “ Is it per¬ 
missible to kill a tyrant by poison ? ” He writes : 

“ It is a glorious thing to exterminate the whole of this pesti¬ 
lential and pernicious race [of tyrants] from the community of 
mankind. Limbs, too, are cut off when they are corrupt, that 
they may not infect the remainder of the body; and likewise this 
bestial cruelty in human shape must be separated from the State 
and cut off by the sword. . . . The question is only whether a 
public enemy and tyrant may also be killed by poison and deadly 
plants. This question was addressed to me a few years ago by a 
prince in Sicily when I was teaohing theology there. ... In my 
opinion, it is not permissible to mix either an injurious medium 
or poison in food or drink. But there is one reservation [killing 
by means of poison is permissible]; if the person to be killed is 
not obliged to drink the poison, but the poison is applied from 
outside without the co-operation of [the person to be killed]. Thus, 
for example, if the poison is so virulent that a chair or dress 
besmeared with it has the power to kill.”* 

Consequently Mariana has not only “ tyrants, usurpers ” 
in his mind, as is asserted by Jesuits, but also legitimate 
princes (principes) who rule “ tyrannically.” 

The attitude of the Order towards Mariana’s teaching 
is extremely instructive. 

The approval of his doctrine by the censorship of the 
Order, based on an examination by “ learned and impor¬ 
tant ” theologians, has already been mentioned. Only 
seven years after the publication of the book does General 
Acquaviva seem to have found fault with the contents 
in a letter to the French Province of the Order. But the 
censure is made in such a general manner and without 
mentioning any name, that it cannot positively be shown 
to be directed against Mariana. 

* Ibid., pp. 81-85. The Jesuit Cathrein haul the audaoity to write opposite 
these plain words of Mariana’s, “ But only by open violence [may a tyrant be 
killed, according to Mariana], not by poisoning, as Mariana emphatically adds 
later ” (MoralphUosophie , IL (4), 672 (1)). 
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Again and again I must repeat that the Jesuits rely 
on the blind credulity of their readers. And, indeed, 
how easy it would have been for the General of the Order, 
if he had really wished to condemn and censure Mariana’s 
teaching, to have expressed his condemnation and censure 
in an effective manner, and checked the further circulation 
of the book. 

Instead of this, a reprint of Mariana’s book was issued 
at Mayence (typis Balthasaris Lipii, impensis haeredum 
Andreae Wechdii) in 1605. And it cannot be doubted that 
this was published with at least the tacit consent of the 
Jesuits, who were then almost omnipotent at Mayence. 
Indeed, the omission of Mariana’s most disgraceful words 
regarding the murderer of Henry III. (“ France’s eternal 
glory”), an omission which, as Reusch pertinently indicates, 
“ would scarcely have been suggested by the Protestant 
publisher,”* renders the conclusion as to the co-operation 
of the Jesuits in the new edition almost inevitable. Even 
the Jesuit Duhr admits that it may be “ possible that 
the changes in the Mayence edition are due to a 
Jesuit. 

Consequently the words of Isaac Casaubon, addressed 
as far back as 1611 to the Jesuit Fronton Le Due, remain 
unanswered and unanswerable: 


“ . . . Wechel’s Successors are merchants, and do not pretend 
to any literary knowledge. They were informed by a Jesuit of 
high standing that Mariana’s book, printed at Toledo and approved, 
was to be issued in a complete edition for the public weal. They 
were not expected to do anything except defray the cost of printing; 
they were not to trouble about anything else, because the book 
was to be published at Mayence by the Fathers of the Society of 
Jesus. They did as they were bidden. WechePs Successors 

* Beitrdge zur Geechichte dee Jesuitenordene (Munich, 1894), p. 7. 

■) Jeeuitenfabeln (4), p. 739.'j 
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supplied the money, as requested, and the Jesuits managed every¬ 
thing else.”* 

The murder of Henry IV. by Ravaillac followed on 
May 14th, 1610. A storm of indignation arose in France 
against Mariana’s doctrine, the Parisian Sorbonne had his 
book burnt by the public executioner, and only then did 
the Order, in the person of its General, Acquaviva, oppose 
the doctrine. But even this opposition which, as 
circumstances show, was due solely to opportune reasons, 
presents so much that is characteristic of the Jesuits 
that we are justified in doubting whether it was meant 
seriously. 

In the first place, Acquaviva issued a letter on July 6th, 
1610, which threatened with the most severe punishment 
all those belonging to the Order who defended the per¬ 
missibility of tyrannicide. (Here, too, Mariana is not 
named.) It is a striking fact that this threat was not 
sent to Spain, where naturally the greatest impression had 
been made for the previous twelve years by Mariana’s 
book, nor yet to the remaining Provinces of the Order, 
but only to France, obviously to appease the bitter anger 
which prevailed there against the Order owing to the 
murder of the King. On August 14th, 1610, Acquaviva 
wrote to the remaining Provinces of the Order in a different 
key and without the threat of punishment, f 

Meanwhile, the indignation against the Jesuits caused 
by Mariana’s teaching continued to increase, and troubles 
of every kind came upon the Order from every side. 
Finally, Acquaviva caused a third letter, dated August 1st, 
1614, four years after his first letter, to be sent to all the 
Provinces, repeating the threat of punishment contained 
in the first letter, which had only been sent to Paris, t 

* Casauboni Epistdae, Edit. 2 (Magdeburg, 1666), p. 728 et sea. 

t Monumenta Germ, paed., 9, 48 (3). 

: Ibid., 9, 47. 
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This threat was then also inserted in the Constitutions of 
the Order: * 

“ In virtue of holy obedience, under pain of excommunication, 
ineligibility to hold any office, privation of ecclesiastical office and 
other punishments at the will of the General, it is commanded that 
no person belonging to our Society shall presume to assert publicly 
or privately, in lectures or in counsels, and still less in books, 
that any person ( cuique 'personae) is permitted under any pretext 
of tyranny ( quocunque praetexiu tyrannidis) to kill kings or princes, 
or to contrive their death : praecipitur . . .,ne quis . . .affirmare 
praesumat , licitum esse cuique personae, quocunque praetexiu tyran¬ 
nidis, Reyes atU Principes occidere, seu mortem eis machinari 

But this “ severe 55 decree is probably the most cunning 
piece of deception which has ever been published officially 
concerning an important matter. For under the prohibi¬ 
tion accompanied by the heaviest,punishments, “that it is 
not permitted to any person under any pretext of tyranny 
to kill kings or princes,” is concealed the permission that 
certain persons, under certain pretexts of tyranny or in 
face of “ real 55 tyranny, are allowed to do so. In 
addition the perfect tense licitum esse, instead of the 
present licere , should perhaps be rendered “ has been 
permitted,” in which case it is possible that the whole 
decree, together with its punishments, only refers to the 
past, so that a prohibition of the doctrine of tyrannicide 
for the present and future is not contained in the decree. 

Thus the opposition of the Order to Mariana closed 
with a piece of real Jesuitical equivocation. Where 
clearness and exactitude of expression were necessary and 
easy, after fifteen years of vacillation, words were chosen 
which do not absolutely exclude the permissibility of 

* Inst. S.J. Censurae et praeeepta hominibus Societatis impo&ita (Edit. Remap, 
1870), H, 51. 
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tyrannicide in certain circumstances ( e.g . in cases of 
“ real ” tyranny) for the present and future.* 

The following facts also throw a curious light on the 
subject of Jesuits and tyrannicide. 

When, after the attempt by John Chatel, a pupil of 
the Jesuits at Clermont, to murder Henry IY. of France, 
on December 27th, 1594, a domiciliary visit was made 
to the Jesuit college of that place, such incriminating 
documents were found in the possession of the Jesuit 
Guignard that he was put on his trial and was hanged 
on January 7th, 1595. The Jesuit Prat, the historio¬ 
grapher of the Order for the period between 1564-1026, 
can find nothing to bring forward in defence of his fellow- 
member f but: “ Les auteurs du temps s’ accordent si peu 
sur la nature de ces pieces qu’U rCest pas possible de la 
condure de leurs recits .” He was obliged to admit, how¬ 
ever : “ II est cependant probable que le P. Guignard , en 
qualite de bibliothecaire (/), avait la collection des ecrits de 
toute sorte qui avaient ete publies sur le meurtre de Guise f 
sur le crime de Jacques Clement [the murderer of Henry III. 
extolled by the Jesuit Mariana].” 

* The Jesuits try to reason away the offensive wording of the threat. The 
means adopted for this purpose are not very skilful. They assert that (see Duhr, 
S. J., Jesuitenfabeln (4), p. 741 (3)) not cuique personae, but cuieunque personae 
stood in the original text of the decree, and that cuique is a “ printer’s error.” 
But this “ printer’s error ” is to be found in two editions of the Constitutions 
officially published by the Jesuits themselves and declared to be “ authentic,” 
namely, the Prague edition (1757, II., 5) and the Roman (1870, II., 61). Accord* 
ing to Duhr, it is true, the word used in the newest edition of the Constitutions of 
1893 is cuieunque. The Order refused to let me look at this edition, which cannot 
be obtained through booksellers. But even if the statement about the remarkable 
" printer’s error ” is correct, this does not alter the sense of the passage in question. 
Whether we should read cuique or cuieunque personae , in both cases the translation 
is, “ Any person has been permitted,” etc. The ambiguity consequently remains. 
The Jesuits Prat, Schneemann, Duhr and Reichmann do their best to place the 
attitude of the Order towards Mariana in a better light by means of all kinds of 
“ his torical data.” Reusch puts aside these efforts with the remark, “ The data 
here collected may be shown as partly false, partly in&ocurate, and partly undemons- 
trable ” ( Beitrdge , p. 9), and proves his verdict. 

f Recherches, etc, (Lyons, 1876), I., 1888* 
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Paolo Sarpi states* that, after the murder of Henry IV., 
a Jesuit had extolled this deed as meritorious from a 
pulpit in Prague. And Sarpi adds the characteristic 
words: “ Even if the French Jesuits deny that they 
approve of the doctrine [Mariana’s], I do not believe 
them, even if they swear it; they try to deceive 
God by some equivocation, mental subterfuge, or silent 
reservation.” 

A “ memorandum,” dated April 1st, 1606, signed by 
the Governor of the Tower, Sir William Waad, and by 
two other witnesses (W. Lane and J. Locherson), reports 
concerning the Jesuit Garnet, who was confined in the 
Tower owing to his participation in the Gunpowder Plot: 
“ Garnet doth affirm, that if any man hath or should 
undertake to kill His Majesty, that he is not bound to 
confess it, though he be brought and examined before a 
lawful magistrate, unless there is proof to convince 
him.” f 

It is certain from the testimony of the Duke of Aveiro 
and the Counts of Atougouia and Tavora (all three of 
whom were executed as accomplices) that the Jesuits, 
especially the Jesuit Malagrida, by instigation and advice, 
had a share in the attempted murder of King Joseph of 
Portugal (September 3rd, 1768). Amongst the papers 
belonging to the Jesuit Malagrida, one was found addressed 
to the Lady-in-Waiting, Anna de Lorena, and sent back 
by her to the writer, in which, months before the per¬ 
petration of the act, reference is made to it.J 

Nor was Mariana’s doctrine without influence on the 
Jesuit education of the young. In 1760, the Jesuit 
Longbois made his pupils compose an essay which bore 

* Letter dated June 22nd, 1610, to Leschasser, Le Bret, Magazin, 2, 318. 

t Jardine, A Narrative of the Gunpowder Plot {London, 1857), p. 238 (1). 

J Heeren und Ukert, Oeschiehte der europuinchen Stouten : Schafer, Qeachichte 
von Portugal (Gotha, 1854), V., 281 et aeq. 
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the heading, “ Brutus encourages himself to murder 
Caesar,” in which the sentence occurred, “ Shall I kill 
Caesar ? He is the Emperor . . . yet a tyrant: Brutus 
ad caedern Caesaris se hortatur. Caesarem interficiam ? Est 
imperaJtor . . . sed tyrannus.”* 


* Reuech, Beitrage, p. 57. 



CHAPTER XXV 


JESUIT MORALITY AND THE STATE 

The Jesuits, though not the authors, are the most 
energetic champions and propagators of the doctrine of 
the indirect supremacy of the Church (Papacy) over the 
State. 

Since the two greatest theologians of the Jesuit Order, 
Bellarmin and Suarez, reduced this doctrine, inclusive of 
the right of the Pope to depose princes, to a properly 
articulated system, it has been a rocher de bronze of 
Ultramontane Catholic dogmatics and canon law, until 
at length the Syllabus of December 8th, 1864, and the 
Encyclicals of Leo XIII. and Pius X. raised it from 
the sphere of theological opinions to the height of a dog¬ 
matically established doctrine.* And this promotion is 
the work of the Jesuit Order. 

No matter what dogmatic, canonical or moral-theo¬ 
logical books by Jesuits we open, we encounter in all 
the indirect power of the Church over the State. The 
subject is so important that I will cite numerous proofs. 
I will begin with the present General of the Jesuit Order, 
Francis Xavier Wernz, a German from Wiirtemberg :f 

“ The State is subject to the jurisdiction of the Church, in 
virtue of which the civil authority is really subordinate to the eccle¬ 
siastical and bound to obedience. This subordination is indirect, 

* Of. my book. Bom und das Zentrum (Leipzig, Breitkopf und Hartel), p. lb 
et seq. 

t Jus Decreialium (Romae), 1898-1901. 
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but not merely negative, since the civil power cannot do anything 
even within its own sphere which, according to the opinion of the 
Church, would damage the latter, but rather positive, so that, at 
the command of the Church, the State must contribute towards 
the advantage and benefit of the Church.”* 

“Boniface VIII. pointed out for all time the correct relation 
between Church and State in his Constitution TJnarn sanctam, of 
November 18th, 1302, the last sentence of which [that every person 
must be subject to the Roman Pope] contains a dogmatic definition 
[a dogma].*)' The legislative power of the Church extends to 
everything that is necessary for the suitable attainment of the 
Church’s aims. A dispute which may arise as to the extent of 
the ecclesiastical legislative authority is not settled only by a 
mutual agreement between Church and State, but by the infallible 
declaration or command of the highest ecclesiastical authority.” £ 
“ From what has been said [namely, that the Pope may only 
make temporal laws in the Papal States], it by no means follows 
that the Roman Pope cannot declare civil laws, which are contrary 
to Divine and canonical right, to be null and void.§ The theory, 
which calls the Concordats Papal privileges, whilst denying the 
co-ordination of State and Church, assumes the certain and 
undoubted doctrine that the State is indirectly subject to the 
Church. This opinion is based on the Catholic doctrine of the 
Pope’s irrevocable omnipotence, in virtue of Divine right, the 
valid application of which cannot be confined or restricted by any 
kind of compact.” || 

“ As it not infrequently occurs that, in spite of attempted 
friendly settlement, the dispute [between Church and State] con¬ 
tinues, it is the duty of the Church authentically to explain the 
point of dispute. The State must submit to this judgment.”1T 
“ The most celebrated pronouncements of Pius IX. are the 
encyclical Quanta cura and the Syllabus of December 8th, 1864. 
There is no doubt that the encyclical Quanta cura is an ex cathedra 
pronouncement of the Pope, and is thus infallible. But the Syllabus 
can also rightly be named a definition ex cathedra , although the 
certainty as to this is less clear than in the case of the encyclical 

* Jus Dearetalium, 15 ct seq. t Ibid., 29. % Ibid,, 105. 

§ Ibid., 147. j| Ibid., 216. IT Ibid., 223. 
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Quanta cura. Since, however, both documents have received the 
assent of the bishops, they have both become the certain and 
infallible rule of conduct.”* 

The central organ of the Jesuit Order, the Civilta 
cattolica, published for more than fifty years at Rome,f 
says: 

“ The aim of the civil community or of the State is exclusively 
temporal happiness. But this is subordinate, in the human being 
who has an immortal soul, to eternal happiness, to which the Church 
and the Church alone can lead. In the case of a human being 
who is both a Christian and a citizen of the State, the duty to obey 
the Church stands higher than the duty to obey the State, for God 
must be obeyed rather than man. Consequently the authority 
of the State is subordinate to the authority of the Church. But 
the subordination of the State to the Church is not only com¬ 
manded by reason. This is also the general teaching of the Fathers^ 
and Doctors of the Church [the consensus theologorum ]. . . . 
Finally, Pope Boniface VIII. expressly teaches in his dogmatic 
bull TJnam sctnctam, in which he compares the two powers with 
the two swords mentioned in the Gospel, that the temporal power 
must be subordinated to the ecclesiastical. . . . That which 
apparently belongs to the domain of the State, such as purely 
civil and political affairs, is completely assured against all danger 
of encroachment on the part of the ecclesiastical authority. It is 
true that the line of demarcation cannot always be clearly discerned 
at the points of contact. But even here a dispute between State 

* Jus Decretalium, 354 et seq. It is very remarkable that the leading Centre 
organ, the Kolnische Volkszeitung (Literarische Beilage, 1901, No. 52, p. 399 et 
eeq.), bestows great praise on the work of Wemz, calling “ its programmatic 
statements [and the statements given as illustrations are doubtless ‘ program¬ 
matic’] modem in the best sense of the word.” 

•j- The Civilta cattolica is the recognised mouthpiece of the Vatican. Pius IX. 
gave it this character in a brief of February 12th, 1860, so that the Civilta cattolica 
could write of itself, “ We are not, it is true, the originators of Papal thoughts, 
and it is not according to our inspirations that Pius IX. speaks and acts, but we 
certainly are the faithful echo of the Roman See ” (Supplement to the AUgemeine 
Zeitung for November 19th and 20th, 1869). Leo XIII. and Pius X. stood and 
stand in closest relation to the Civilta cattolica. 
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and Church is not permissible. For, since the former is subordinate 
to the latter, the Church must always settle the dispute which 
has arisen after courteous remonstrances and reasonable discussions, 
and the State has no more right to oppose its decision than a lower 
court of justice to resist the decision of a higher. . . . The 

Christian principles as regards the relation of the Church to the 
State are contained in the saying of Thomas Aquinas, ‘ The temporal 
power is subjected to the spiritual as is the body to the soul; and 
consequently it is no usurpation when a spiritual superior interferes 
in temporal affairs. A distinction must be made here between 
three kinds of concerns. In the first place, the purely spiritual, 
such as public worship, the administration of the Sacraments and 
the preaching of the Word of God ; these, of course, stand exclusively 
under ecclesiastical authority. Secondly, the mixed concerns, as, 
for example, marriage, burial and charitable institutions; these 
stand under the power of both, but so that the ecclesiastical 
authority occupies the higher place and intervenes directly in 
order to amend and annul anything which the civil laws may 
have ordained in these matters in opposition to the Divine or 
canonical laws. Finally, the purely temporal concerns, such as 
the army, taxes and the civil laws. Although these stand directly 
only under the civil power, they may indirectly [rations peccati] 
also fall under the ecclesiastical jurisdiction if, for instance, the 
laws connected with them promote immorality, or are in any way 
injurious to the spiritual welfare of the nation. In this case, the 
laws issued by the civil power may and must be revised by eccle¬ 
siastical authority, and rendered void. For it is the duty of the 
ecclesiastical authority to prevent public sins and to remove the 
obstacles in the way of eternal salvation. . . . Catholicism asserts 
the necessity of that harmony which follows from the subjection 
of the State to the Church. . . . No distinction must be drawn 
between individuals and the State; both have the same duty; 
the ruler does not live for himself, but for those whom he rules. 
Consequently, he must so arrange his business that it is in accord¬ 
ance with the necessities and the prosperity of his subjects, and 
does not hinder but promote the fulfilment of their duties and the 
attainment of the aim which they have as human beings. If, 
then, their needs and welfare and the voice of duty necessitate 
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submission and obedience to the Church, the ruler cannot overlook 
this in the arrangement and guidance of the social life of his subjects. 
Obviously this holds good in every State, even though the ruler 
should be heterodox ; how much more so where he is a Catholic ! 

“ ‘ The Church is a real kingdom, the kingdom of God on earth, 
of which Christ is the invisible and the Pope the visible monarch. 

. . . It is the duty of every person to be a subject of this king¬ 
dom. . . . Every person baptised is, consequently, more subject 
to the Pope than to any earthly ruler. . . . 

“ ‘ The Church is not subordinate to the State, but the State is 
subordinate to the Church. . . . Hence it may amend and annul 
the civil laws and the temporal decisions of the courts if they are 
contrary to spiritual welfare ; it may check the abuse of the executive 
power and of armed force, or command the use of the same when 
it is necessary for the defence of Christian religion. The tribunal 
of the Church is higher than the civil; the higher tribunal may 
revise the affairs of the lower, but, on the other hand, the lower 
cannot in any way revise the affairs of the higher.’ ”* 

The doctrines of the “ German ” Jesuits of the present 
time are of special interest. Those of the German General 
of the Order have been given already, and I will add the 
opinions of others to his. N 

The Jesuit von Hammerstein writes : *f 

“ Some superiority of the Church over the State is consequently 
indisputable ; on the other hand, any supremacy of the State 
over the Church is but an illegal usurpation. But of what nature 
is that hegemony of the Church ? How far does it extend ? By 
what standard is it measured ? We reply: The Church has the 
right, even where statesmen are concerned, ‘ to bind and to loose 
: all things,’ as far as the mission of the Church regards such a 
‘ binding and loosing ’ as desirable after judicious consideration 
of the circumstances; i.e. all spiritual affairs of States are directly 
subordinate to the Church, and all temporal indirectly so far as 

* Ser. 7, Vol. 5, pp. 139, 148, 276, 280, 647; Vol. 6, p. 19; Ser. 6, Vol. 7, 
p. 27 ; Ser. 7, Vol. 6, pp. 291, 301. 

| Kirche und Staat, Freiburg, 1883. 
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they are affected by the direct mission of the Church.* . . . 
The system which we acknowledge touching the fundamental con¬ 
ception of the Christian and social structure is consequently that 
of the indirect power of the Church in temporal matters. We not 
only maintain that this is the more correct view, but simply the 
correct and only true one.f . . . The Church need not concern itself 
with temporal matters, but with the incorporation of the temporal 
(as of the subordinate and individual) into the spiritual. For incor¬ 
poration is necessary, and no other kind than this is valid.J . . • 
We may thus sum up the entire dominion of the Church (the outer 
as well as the inner): The Church stands above the State, directly 
in spiritual, indirectly in temporal or, more accurately, in mixed 
affairs, i.e. in such as, besides their temporal character, have also a 
sufficient spiritual bearing as far as this extends. § ... In virtue of 
its teaching office the Church possesses the power in case of necessity 
to define the boundaries between Church and State, for it lies 
directly within its province to establish the plenary power specially 
conferred on it by revelation and to instruct the nations on the 
subject. By this means, however, the task is also indirectly 
imposed of defining the limits of the political jurisdiction. Not only 
the relation between Church and State, but also the relations of 
States to one another and to their dependents are subject to the 
doctrinal judgment of the Church.J| ... If a State thinks it ought 
to wage war against its neighbour, it is a peremptory demand of the 
conscience that it should previously remove any doubt as to the 
legitimacy and permissibility of the war in some way or other, 
and if the subjects desire or are compelled to take part in the war 
they must likewise be clear as to the permissibility of their course 
of action. If they cannot themselves remove the doubt, it is the 
duty of the parties concerned to apply for enlightenment to that 
authority [the Papacy] which Christ has established for the reli¬ 
gious instruction of nations, . . . The priests are bound to observe 
the civil laws so far as they do not contradict the holy canons or 
are not incompatible with the sanctity of their spiritual status. 
But they are not subject to the civil laws quoad vim coactivam, 
because they cannot be cited before the temporal but only before 
the ecclesiastical tribunal for the violation of these laws. Priests can 
* P. 117. t P. 120. t P- 123. § P. 125. II P. 133 IF P. 134 
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only be punished by a temporal judge if the Church hands them 
over to the temporal arm for some just cause.”* 

The Jesuit Laurentius writes : 

“ The rights of the Church with regard to the State, as at present 
claimed by the Church, are contained in the scheme of the Vatican 
Council concerning the Church. . . . What was proposed there 
corresponds well with the teaching of the indirect authority {mm 
doctrina de potestate indirecta bene convenient). After rejecting 
the false doctrine concerning the origin and nature of the civil 
authority, the scheme sets up the Catholic doctrine concerning the 
civil authority. It teaches that . . . the judgment concerning 
the rule of conduct in as far as it is possible to determine questions 
of morality, permissibility or unlawfulness, belongs, even as regards 
the State and public affairs, to the highest teaching office of the 
Church”t 

The next quotation is from the Jesuit Le hmkuhl . I 
have already spoken of Lehmkuhl’s importance as a moral- 
theological authority. Lehmkuhl and his teachings have, 
however, also a political significance. For it is an in¬ 
teresting fact that, in discussing and voting on the civil 
code, the Centre Party was guided by the directions of 
the Jesuit Lehmkuhl; and there seems no reason why 
it should not again apply to Lehmkuhl as its adviser in 
other cases also.J 

* P. 141. 

t Institut. juris ecclesiastici (Freiburg, 1903), p. 643, 644. 

J Hermann Oncken published in his book, Rudolf von Bennigsen (Munich, 1909), 
a letter by the leader of the Centre party, Karl Bachem, addressed to Bennigsen 
on July 6th, 1896, in whch Bachem states that in the “ Compromise ” which the 
Centre had arranged with the other parties with reference to the civil code, the 
collaboration “ of the German Jesuits, especially of their most prominent authority, 
P. Lehmkuhl, was of the first importance. In the other discussions, too, con¬ 
cerning the marriage law,” Bachem relates further, “ we have always enjoyed the 
disinterested advice of the Jesuits, and if we have succeeded in finding a way 
enabling the Centre in the final vote to approve the great national work . . . 
the Jesuits have done outstanding service to our side.” Bachem demands 
as compensation, because “ the Jesuits, in an extremely important matter, have 
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In a commentary on the civil code,* Lehmknhl minutely 
criticises Germany’s most important code of laws from 
the point of view of the Divine and ecclesiastical law, and 
declares there are many things in it which, from the 
standpoint of the Church’s supremacy over the State, 
must be rejected. 

“ Because civil law and the natural and ecclesiastical law clash 
on several points, the Catholic cannot conscientiously avail himself 
of all the rights which the civil code confers on the citizens of the 
State; the spiritual director and confessor must in certain cir¬ 
cumstances impose a duty which the civil code does not set up.”f 

This mobilisation of the forces of the spiritual directors 
and Catholic lawyers (for we must not forget the Union of 
Catholic lawyers) against the civil code has spread far' 
and wide, for even in 1900 Lehmkuhl’s Commentary had 
reached its fifth edition. { 

Lehmkuhl writes in his Moral Theology : 

“ It is evident that an oath taken in accordance with the civil 
law and constitution can never be binding with reference to laws 
which are contrary to the Divine or ecclesiastical law. Indeed, 
if there is a controversy between the State and Church at the time 
when the oath is required and civil laws are issued or emphasised 
which are directed against God and the Church, it is not permissible 
to swear except with reservation and the omission of these laws. 
But if these [anti-ecclesiastical] laws are, as it were, buried in the 
codes, although they have not been expressly pronounced invalid 

again so brilliantly proved their patriotic attitude,” Bennigsen’s assistance in the 
matter of the suspension of the entire Jesuit law, which BennigBen refused. 
Germany consequently owes its civil code “ in the first instance ” to the Jesuits, 
and especially to the Jesuit Lehmkuhl. 

* Das Burgerliche Gesetzbuch des Deutschen Jteichs nebst Einfuhrungsgesetz , 
Freiburg, 1900. 

f Ibid., Vorwort , p. vii. 

J Further information as to Lehmkuhl’s verdict is to be found in my book, 
Moderner Stoat und Bomische Kirche (Berlin : 0. A. Schwetschke und Sohn, 1906) 

pp. 80-88. 
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by the State, it is not then necessary to add such a protest expressly, 
as the person who takes the oath must reasonably so understand 
the sense of the oath that it only applies to valid laws. Kenrick 
and Sabetti [Jesuits] teach the same for America. The same may 
be said about every oath of allegiance and the military oath ; they 
must also be understood in like manner in ordinary circumstances. 
Consequently, if a soldier is commanded to do something which 
is so obviously wrong as to require him to refuse obedience, or if 
he, through his officer’s fault, is exposed to spiritual dangers, it 
would be better to desert from military service than be exposed 
to such immediate occasion for sin; the obligation of his oath 
need not prevent him from being permitted or, under some cir¬ 
cumstances, even compelled to leave the colours. Indeed, if 
anyone is forced to become a soldier [e.g. in all States where con¬ 
scription prevails], it must be considered whether the compulsion 
were just, or whether the oath be invalid owing to unjust com¬ 
pulsion, or whether it involved an important reason for mental 
restriction or dissimulation in swearing t . . . The obligation of 
the oath [i.e. of any oath] can be directly removed by the eccle¬ 
siastical authority, namely, by the power of the Pope and the 
bishops, or by others legally delegated in accordance with the 
will of the Pope.”* 

But the strongest incitement to the disregarding of 
civil laws is afforded by the Jesuit Lehmkuhl in his Con¬ 
science Cases: f 

“ The priest Remigius, who had been banished from his native 
land by laws relating to ecclesiastical policy, nevertheless frequently 
returns in disguise, even for pleasure, exercises spiritual functions 
and rejoices over the fact that he breaks the laws with impunity. 
When the functionary Paul, a pious Catholic, hears this, he takes 
no action, but he is scandalised at the fact that Remigius does not 
observe the laws issued by the legitimate power, and begs him, 

* Theologia moralis, I., n. 411, 421, 423, 6 Edit. Friburgi, 1890. 

t Moral theology calls imaginary occurrences, which it uses as foundations 
for the instruction of confessors, “ conscience cases ” (casus conscientiae). The 
" Conscience Cases ” of the Jesuits Gury and Lehmkuhl are best known and most 
widely circulated. 
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through a friend, to discontinue such proceedings in future in order 
that he may not be obliged, should Remigius be denounced to 
him, to punish him according to his office and conscience. Remigius 
sends him a jesting reply to the effect that he fears neither laws 
nor fines; if a fine should be imposed upon him, he has a key at 
his disposal with which he could open Paul’s money chest so as 
to take from him the money to pay it; if he should be con¬ 
demned to imprisonment, he has arms and weapons with which 
he could defend himself. The questions are : 1. How must these 
laws and penalties be judged ? 2. Did Remigius act rightly, or 
was Paul right to take offence ? 3. May Remigius carry out in 
earnest what he has threatened in jest ? 

“ I reply to the first question that it does not follow that because 
such laws have been issued by the legislative power they are proper 
laws. Else we must also call the edicts issued by Diocletian against 
the Christians proper laws. It has been stated above that, accord¬ 
ing to the doctrine of St. Thomas Aquinas, it is essential to the 
existence and comprehension of a law that it should be a reasonable 
regulation, issued by those who are devoted to the care of the 
community, and that it must be promulgated. If only one of these 
conditions is lacking, it is no law; in case of uncertainty the pre¬ 
sumption is in favour of the legitimate legislator. Now in the case 
of these laws, most of these conditions, not one alone, are lacking. 
They are in truth and reality not reasonable regulations because, 
for numerous reasons, they are not just, because they violate the 
superior right of the Church, the right of the priest and the right 
of the Catholic nation ; indeed, they may perhaps even attempt 
to urge the priest to commit a dishonourable and forbidden action. 
They do not proceed from a person who is devoted to the care of 
the community, consequently not from the legitimate authority. 
For care for religious matters and for the religious community is 
not incumbent on the State. Consequently the authority has 
even less legitimacy than if the French Government wished to 
make laws for the German Empire. If the laws are invalid as 
prohibitory laws, then the penalty inflicted by them is not legally 
imposed, but is unjust, i.e. these laws are null and void as penal 
laws. 

“ To the second question I reply: Remigius is not guilty of 
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any transgression of the law; for an invalid law is no law. Con. 
sequently, whether he returned to his native land for the sake 
of recreation or to bring spiritual help to others, he did not transgress 
the law. Therefore his pleasure in the non-payment of the fine 
is completely free from objection; the rather that the joy at 
violating this law, which is in itself invalid, is not morally blame¬ 
worthy. Paul’s vexation is consequently unfounded. Generally 
also such a manner of dealing [as that of Remigius] should not be 
a cause of offence to Catholics, but rather of edification. If Paul, 
owing to his faulty education, does not understand that which 
even uneducated people understand, he must be taught better. 
Paul unjustly threatens to inflict fines. He has acted rightly up 
to now by overlooking the matter, because it is not only no duty, 
but even unpermissible, to carry an unjust law into effect. But 
he may admonish Remigius and beg him to give up coming back 
in this way if possible, or to act carefully, so that he (Paul) may not 
be involved in any difficulties. 

“ To the third question I reply: This question may take the 
following form. Is not Paul, if he imposes the fine upon Remigius, 
obliged to refund it, as a violation of justice has taken place ? May 
not Remigius oppose an attempt at arrest ? The first question 
must be answered in the affirmative if Paul’s treatment is objec¬ 
tively unjust, has produced a result and is theologically very sinful. 
Now Paul’s deed is objectively unjust; it produces an actual 
effect as soon as Remigius is obliged to pay, and there can be no 
doubt as to the theological sin. Paul, however, may be excused 
owing to subjective ignorance. In such a case, it is true, he would 
not himself be obliged to refund; but Remigius, in demanding 
to be refunded, need not assume this good faith on Paul’s part. 
Although it would be better for Remigius to fall back upon the 
chief offenders, namely, upon the originators of the unjust law, 
for repayment, he may yet betake himself to any person imme¬ 
diately concerned in the wrong, especially if the other persons 
can only be reached with difficulty. A distinction must be drawn 
in the second question. As the cause for which Remigius is punished 
is evidently unjust, and this is clear to every reasonable person, 
his defiance, if conducted without bodily injury to the officials, 
is not blameworthy, if it is successful. If its failure could be anti- 
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cipated, or if it would give rise to offence, it would be better to 
abstain from it. Armed defence, or bodily injury to officials would; 
as a rule, not be permissible, mainly because it would occasion 
greater evil and popular disturbances. If, therefore, Remigius 
were to make use of arms and weapons, not to inflict wounds, 
but only as a threat, he might easily be acquitted of all guilt.”* 

Lehmkulil was attacked by a Catholic critic on account 
of this “ case.” In the preface to the second edition of 
his “ Conscience Cases ” he replies thus : 

“ I am blamed because I have permitted a priest, who is expelled 
by laws which are in themselves invalid because they have no 
power over spiritual affairs, to disregard these laws even without 
an imperative reason. But this blame has only strengthened me 
in my opinion, because I see that it is absolutely necessary to 
expel that most pernicious opinion from the people, that even 
unjust and godless laws must be obeyed so long as their neglect 
is not enforced by a higher law. This opinion lessens the authority 
of the Church and strengthens tyranny. It must be maintained 
absolutely that such laws, issued by a usurping power, possess 
neither of nor in themselves any binding power; but that, if they 
were ever to be binding, this is only by chance so that greater 
evil may not arise. Therefore, those who violate such laws, when 
there is no danger that greater evil will ensue and, as in our * case,’ 
seek to return to their country for pleasure, are morally right if 
they do it in an honourable and temperate manner; if they act 
in an intemperate manner, they are guilty of intemperance, but 
not of law-breaking.” f 

TOLERATION, RELIGIOUS EQUALITY AND DENOMINATIONAL 

PEACE 

The hatred expressed in the Imago primi Saeculi, in 
the first half of the seventeenth century, of all those who 

* Casus con&cientiae , I., casus 22, 2. Edit. Freiburg, 1903. 
t Ibid., Preface, p. vii. 
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hold heterodox views, has remained the key-note of the 
entire pastoral activity of the Jesuit Order. 

“ Peace is out of the question. The seed of hate is 
innate within us; Ignatius is for us what Hamilcar was 
for Hannibal. At his command we have sworn eternal 
war [against the heretical wolves] at the altars.”* 

An enormous mass of books and pamphlets against 
“ heretics ” and “ heresy ” has been published in the 
course of time by the Jesuit Order. Most of them are 
tuned to a note in which rage and vulgarity are 
mingled. 

Time and custom have tempered many things. But 
tolerance, religious equality and denominational peace 
have never found acceptance among Jesuits. The Jesuit 
Order regards these foundations of the modern civilised 
State as symptoms of decay in the structure of the Christian 
social order. And even at the present day wherever the 
opportunity offers, especially under the favourite cloak 
of anonymity, it still spits out poison and gall against 
all who are not Ultramontane Catholics. 

The present General of the Order, Francis Xavier 
Wemz, says :f 

“ The Catholic Church undoubtedly considers all religious 
communities of unbelievers and all Christian [non-Catholic] sects 
absolutely illegitimate and destitute of every claim to existence. 
Duly baptised members of non-Catholic Christian sects are formal 
rebels against the Church if they obstinately persist in their errors. 
For through baptism they are subject to the absolute and eternal 
control of the Church. It is, therefore, a grave error to believe 
that the different Christian sects—for example, the Anglicans, 
Lutherans, members of the Russian Orthodox Church, etc.—are 
legitimate parts of some universal Church, and are, as it were, 
joined to the Catholic Church as sister-churches. . . . The Catholic 

* Imago primi Saeculi, p. 843. 
f Jus Decretalium (Romae 1898), L, 13, 52, 113. 
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Church alone possesses a real ecclesiastical law objectively and 
subjectively,* what is sometimes so designated in the case of other 
religious communities, whether of unbelievers, Jews, heretics or 
schismatics, is only an apparent ecclesiastical law (jus putatwum) ; 
it is therefore not permissible to deal in one and the same book 
with the ecclesiastical law of Catholics, schismatics and Protestants. 
. . . According to Divine right, all duly baptised Catholics, 
schismatics and heretics, are subject to ecclesiastical law, even 
against their wish or without their consent.” 

The Jesuit Lehmkuhl writes 2* 

“ The Catholic Church insists, and has pronounced in recent 
times through several Popes by solemn decrees,f that it is an 
erroneous, perverse and absurd assertion, springing from the muddy 
sources of indifferentism, that liberty of conscience is the individual 
right of every person. . . . Freedom of cult can at best be regarded 
as a lesser, perhaps even a necessary evil, so as to avoid greater 
ones. . . . Inasmuch as by the word ‘ cult * or denomination, an 
organised society with definite religious aims, which is not in 
harmony with the [Catholic] Church, is understood, the principle 
naturally holds good that the denominations separated from the 
Church have no justified existence ; they have no social rights, 
... If denominations separated from the Church are to be regarded 
as legitimate subjects, it is only in so far as their general aim is to 
worship God in some way, but not in so far as they are especially 
Wesleyans, etc. In their concrete form they are characterised by 
an aim which is godless and false, and consequently falsifies human 
nature and its claims. In this respect, therefore, they can never 
attain a jot of true right and true legitimation, even should all 
kingdoms of the world unite in their favour. ... It is useless 
to object that the various sects separated from the Church do not 
pursue such unnatural aims as heathen superstitions with their 
many-headed monstrosity. This may be so. . . . But even if the 

* Oewi«sens und Kultusfreiheit: Stimmen am Maria-Laach, 1876, pp. 195, 255, 
257, 258, 266, 406, 534, 536. 

t Gregory XVI., Mirari vos of August 15th, 1832, and Pius IX., Quanta 
cura of December 8th, 1864. 
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error, to which they adhere in good faith, promotes the general 
aim of the worship of G-od, good faith and even unmerited error 
in no way remove from the specific character of the separate sects 
as such the taint of objective illusion and consequent objective 
illegitimacy. If good faith sufficed for the creation of an objective 
and real right, all manner of things might be justified. We are far 
from instituting a comparison here; but good faith may possibly 
exist even in the thieves’ caste in Madura. . . . It is the duty of 
the State to be Catholic. A Catholic State and a Catholic prince 
must always regard the denomination deviating [from the Catholic 
Church] as an evil.” 

The Jesuit von Hammerstein says: 

“ The State, unless it desires to rebel against that power to 
which it owes its entire authority, must be Catholic, or, if it is not, 
must become so. We consider it a misfortune that in the delirium 
for freedom of 1848 and the following years complete civil rights 
were bestowed upon the Jews.” “ We regard as a regular and 
healthy condition that in which the entire population without 
religious schism acknowledges the [Catholic] Church founded by 
Christ. . . . On the other hand, we regard as an abnormal con¬ 
dition that in which a large portion of the inhabitants are not 
Catholics. . . . The emancipation of all cults—liberty of worship 
—should never go beyond the requirements of the individual case. 
... In case of doubt [as to the granting of liberty of worship], 
enlightenment must be sought from those to whom Christ said, 
‘ He that heareth you heareth Me.’ A monarch, even a constitu¬ 
tional one, must, before he signs a law, regarding the admissibility 
of which he is not absolutely certain, seek instruction, not only 
from a theologian present at court, but conformably to the import¬ 
ance of the matter [the granting of liberty of worship], from the 
highest doctrinal authority on earth, whose duty it is to decide 
in matters of religion and morals, the Vicar of Christ. . . . 
Religious equality is a morbid condition which may be required by 
circumstances.”* 

* Kirche und Staat (Freiburg, 1883), pp. 81, 83, 180-182. 
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The Jesuit Cathrein says: 

“ Objectively amongst all Churches the Catholic Church alone 
has the right to existence, because it alone is the true one. Con¬ 
sequently a Catholic government in an entirely Catholic land must 
not permit the public exercise of other religious creeds, otherwise 
it violates the right of the Church. It is not as though a govern¬ 
ment had to decide what is true or false, revealed or not revealed, 
but because it has the guarantee of the infallible ecclesiastical 
authority. And as, according to God’s purpose, all governments 
and peoples should be Catholic, there ought to be only one religious 
cult on earth, namely, the Catholic, so that all humanity should 
form one great religious family under the Roman Pope, the Vicar 
of Christ. . . . But this is an ideal aim which is far from being 
realised. Actually at the present day in almost all countries 
different religions are found side by side in peaceful possession. 
What, then, should be the attitude of a Catholic government in a 
land with an entirely mixed population towards the different 
religious creeds ? We say a Catholic government advisedly. For a 
government founded on principles of religious equality must afford 
the same civil protection to all publicly acknowledged creeds. But 
a Protestant government must, from its own religious point of view 
—that of freedom in individual judgment—let its subjects decide 
which of the Christian religions they wish to embrace. If, never¬ 
theless, Protestant governments frequently persecuted those whose 
faith was different, this only proved that they were not in earnest in 
regard to freedom of judgment. Stress was only laid on freedom 
of individual judgment so long as it could be used against the 
existing ecclesiastical authority. Besides, a government can only 
tolerate one particular religious creed and exclude others, if it is 
absolutely certain of the correctness of the one and the falseness 
of the others. But, apart from the evident truths founded on 
reason as to the existence of God, the reward of good and evil in 
the next world, etc., and some of the fundamental truths of Chris¬ 
tianity, a government cannot attain this conviction of itself, but 
only through the medium of an infallible, supernatural doctrinal 
authority. A Catholic government can count upon this, but not a 
Protestant. Is it then permissible for a Catholic government to 
x 



354 Fourteen Years a Jesuit 

accord complete freedom of public worship to the different Christian 
or even heathen (Mohammedan and Jewish) creeds if so many and 
such different denominations come within its sphere of power ? 
Our answer is Yes, as soon as these can no longer be prevented 
from existing without occasioning great evil. True, the non- 
Catholic creeds have no right to existence in themselves; and 
unity in the true religion is so great a benefit for the State itself 
that all efforts should be made to maintain it. This, however, 
becomes morally impossible when once several religious com¬ 
munities have gained a firm footing in a land and cannot be opposed 
without occasioning greater evil. And, what is more, the Catholic 
government may even, for very pressing reasons, permit the 
adherents of other creeds to worship publicly and protect them in 
this as in their other civil rights. This is civil toleration which 
must be distinguished from religious toleration. A Catholic of 
profound conviction and religious education, be he king, minister, 
mayor or rural policeman, can afford religious tolerance to no 
adherent of other religions; but the Catholic government may and 
must afford and practise civil toleration where it has become a 
necessity.”* 

The extreme limit of toleration, the killing of heretics, 
also finds a place in the armoury of Jesuit morals and 
ethics. 

I will pass over the teachings of the most prominent 
Jesuits of the seventeenth century (Bellarmin, Tanner, 
Laymann, Escobar, Castropalao, etc.)f and will here only 
put together a few of the remarks of “ modem ” Jesuits. 

The Jesuit J. L. Wenig, Royal and Imperial Professor, 
and in 1866 Rector at the University at Innsbruck, says : 

“ The passing of the sentence of death upon heretics was at 
any rate not unjust, as the crime of heresy can only be meetly 
atoned for and entirely prevented from injuring the ecclesiastical 

* Moralphxlosophie, II. (4), pp. 663 et seq. 

t They are to be found in my book, Modemer Staat und romische Kirche 
Berlin: C. A. Schwetechke und Sohn, 1906), pp. 141 et 8eq. 
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and civil community by capital punishment. . . . We have seen 
that the ecclesiastical Inquisition cannot agree, with the modern 
ideas as to toleration, enlightenment and humanity, but, for all 
that, I cry, ‘ Long live the ecclesiastical Inquisition ! ’ For these 
ideas are not only unchristian, but also unreasonable, while the 
mission of the Church whicii, through the Inquisition, watches 
over the purity of dogmatic theology and ethics, is divine and 
consequently independent of the spirit of the age and of circum¬ 
stances.”* 

The Jesuit de Luca says: 

“ First of all the Church merely excommunicated, then imposed 
fines, then banished, and finally, though only under compulsion, 
proceeded to capital punishment. For, since heretics scorn excom¬ 
munication and fines, and if sent to prison or exile, infect others, 
the only effectual remedy is to send them prematurely to their own 
proper place. . . . Theologians are so certain that the Church 
has the right ‘ at least indirectly’ [through the State as bailiff] to 
pass sentence of death that some most severely blame those who 
dispute the right of the Church to inflict capital punishment. Suarez 
[the chief theologian of the Jesuit Order] says it is a Catholic 
doctrine that the Chureh may punish heretics with death.”t . . . 
“ It is the duty of the State to punish the heretic with death at 
the direction and by the order of the Church; it cannot deliver 
the heretic handed over to it by the Church from this punishment. 
Capital punishment is not only incurred by those who have 
apostasised as adults, but also by all who obstinately adhere to 
the heresy imbibed with their mother’s milk. Where this punish¬ 
ment exists, it is incurred by all apostates to heresy, even if they 
wish to become reconverted, as well aB by all who remain obstinate 
when reproved for heresy.’’^ . . . “ Heretics and apostates who 
previously belonged to the Church may be forced by the Church, 
through bodily punishment and even capital punishment, to return 

* liber die Jcirchliehe und politische Inquisition, 1875, pp. 65, 72, 74. 4 

f Institut. juris ecdes. publici. Romae, 1901, I., 143, 145. 
i Ibid., I., 143, 145, 146, 261 et seq. 
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to the true faith. This is what all theologians to-day teach in 
accordance with St. Thomas Aquinas.”* 

In the Kirchenlexikon, the Jesuit Granderath undis- 
guisedly defends the justice of capital punishment.f 

He declares that the punishments for heresy—banish¬ 
ment, confiscation of property and death—appear heavy 
at the present time, “ partly owing to the sentimental 
objection to severe requital of crime, peculiar to our age, 
and partly to an incorrect estimate of the crime of heresy.” 

And the Jesuit Laurentius writes in another part of 
the Kirchenlexikon : 

“ If the Church excludes all those who have taken part in 
executing a death sentence from service at the altar, it does not 
follow that this p unishm ent cannot also be inflicted by it. That 
the Church has really the power, in her own right, to pass sentence 
of death for severe oSences against religious law, has frequently 
been asserted, but the necessity for such a power cannot be proved, 
and this authorisation does not clearly follow from Revelation. 
The Church has contented herself with handing over the culprit to 
the temporal arm with a request to spare the life of the condemned.” t 

The Jesuit Order also gives, as officially as possible, a 
very significant emphasis to its consent to the capital 
punishment of heretics, which would scarcely be credited 
were we not in possession of the authoritative proofs. In 
its Ratio Studiorum, the Jesuit Order permits boys entrusted 
to it for instruction and education to attend “ executions 
of heretics ”: 

“ They [the pupils] must not go to public exhibitions, 
comedies, or plays, nor to executions of criminals, except 
those of heretics.” U 

* Inst tint, juris eccles. publici. Romae. I., 270. t V. (2), 1445 ei seq. 

J XL (2), 1827. I have already shown in detail in my book. Das Papsttum, 
etc., I. (5), 180-201, that this " request ” was a preposterous piece of malice 
practised for centuries by the Papacy. 

|| Inst. 8.J., II., 541. 
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It was not till the yeaT 1832 that this sentence, clearly 
designating the execution of heretics as an edifying 
spectacle for scholars, was removed from the Ratio 
Studivrum , not because the Order condemned the prac¬ 
tice, but “ because these words might give offence in 
various places: expunguntur haec verba , quia offenderent 
in variis regionibus. y) * 

These are the rigid fundamental principles of Jesuit 
intolerance, leading at last to bloodshed. A few examples 
of sectarian persecution will enable readers to complete 
the picture. 

Here also I refrain from quoting Jesuit literature of 
the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. It presents 
vulgarity and filthiness to the full. But neither did people 
speak nicely on the opposite side, and the polemic bitter¬ 
ness of Jesuitism may be explained and excused by this. 
I shall quote from Jesuits of the present time. 

The Jesuit Tilmann Pesch, who died in 1899, was one of 
the great literary writers of the German Province. The 
Jesuit review, Stimmen aus Maria-Laach ,f to which he 
was a very zealous contributor, and the Jesuit Reichmann 
extol him in fulsome fashion as scholar, writer, Jesuit 
and preacher: 

“ This is not the place to estimate his full importance 
and greatness, and perhaps the time has not yet arrived 
for this.”J 

The book, Christ oder Antichrist , Rriefe aus Hamburg , 1 
is Pesch’s sectarian and polemic masterpiece. It appeared, 
according to the favourite Jesuit custom, under the 
pseudonym Gottlieb. The bulky volume (955 pages) is 
one long vulgar defamation of Protestantism and the 
personality of the Reformers, especially Luther: 

* Monum. Germ, paed., 16, 603. f 1889, Part 10. 

J Reichmann, S.J., Briefe aus Hamburg (Berlin, 1906), 6th edit., preface. 

|| Berlin, 1906, 6th edition, Verlag der Germania. 



358 


Fourteen Years a Jesuit 


“ A historical description of Luther must include an illustration 
—a summary one, it is true—of the fact that the reforming prin¬ 
ciples of the great man imply not only the overthrow of political 
order and of Christian family life, but also the collapse of the entire 
moral order. Fortunately, the nations whioh embraced Lutheranism 
had retained enough conservatism from the pre-Reformation period 
to preserve them from experiencing all the consequences of Lutheran 
teaching. Here, too, it is impossible for me to give all the data 
from Luther’s words and works which would demonstrate this 
characteristic of the Lutheran work of reformation. I will content 
myself with a little, but this little is quite sufficient for the estab¬ 
lishment of facts. I say therefore—and I am not afraid that my 
assertion will meet with opposition from any thinking person— 
that he who, in the most unequivocal manner, declares all good 
works to be sins, who repeatedly clearly and distinctly invites 
people to sin, i.e. to every violation of the Divine command and 
injury to the conscience, who denies the freedom of the human 
will, who blusters at every opportuiiity against the value of human 
reason, who not only fails to oppose superstition (to which, indeed, 
many uneducated classes of the people are often unfortunately 
only too much inclined), but promotes and adopts it, who teaches 
and practises the principle that the end can sanctify bad means, I 
say that he who teaches thus and brings forward such teachings 
consciously and prodigally may be rightly designated as a rebel 
against the entire moral order. Now, according to the most con¬ 
scientious and learned criticism, all this is to be found in Luther’s 
writings. And up to the present time no one has been able to 
disprove this result of learning. Only one thing is certain, that 
Luther also sometimes wrote the very opposite.* Whoever reads 
Luther’s writings will be surprised to find how frequently and 
decisively the Reformer brings into prominence the indomitable¬ 
ness of brutal desire in human beings; men must succumb helplessly 
to every attack of sensuality. Neither vows nor marriage bonds 
are to be respected. . . . The case appears in another form when 
the Reformer continually repeats that all human beings without 
exception have succumbed to the sin of unchastity and always and 
everywhere used every opportunity to give free rein to all promptings 
* Christ oder Antichrist, p. 25 ei seq . 
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of sensuality. ... I am convinced that to all who move in circles 
animated by Christian life and thought such assertions appear like 
declarations from another world, a world of morass and misery. 
And the question intrudes itself: What prompted a man who 
professed to be a Reformer of the Christian Church, the chosen 
tool of the thrice holy God, to a view so low and so degrading 
to mankind ? The question provokes a reply which absolutely 
annihilates the Reformer, if we note the numerous passages in 
Luther’s writings in which he declares in plain words that it is 
absolutely impossible to overcome the brutal passions. . . .In 
Luther’s opinion, man’s vocation does not lie in the sphere of reason 
—indeed, reason is in his eyes a ‘ fool * and the ‘ devil’s mistress ’— 
but in that of animal nature. Man’s merit, like that of every tree 
and every animal, lies in being exceedingly fruitful.* 

“ In the first place, it is acknowledged to be a fundamental 
dogma of the entire Lutheran system that it is impossible for man 
to observe any Divine law. . . . It is a necessity, according to 
Luther’s teaching, that every person should sin. In the second 
place, Luther declares that a Christian may disregard all the Ten 
Commandments. . . . Like Calvin, Luther also teaches that God 
has condemned some who did not deserve it, and destined many to 
condemnation before they were bom; he thus incites people to 
sin, and calls forth all their vices ; whatever we do is not done of 
our own free will, but through necessity. . . . Finally, in the 
third place, the warning against good works follows quite logically, 
and the repeated invitation to break the commandments and 
commit sins, particularly to sin in order to annoy the devil.f 

“ I have just mentioned the temptations to suicide to which 
Luther, as he himself testifies, was exposed. This reminds me of a 
few remonstrances which Pastor Walther addressed to me in his 
missive with reference to my account of the last hours of the Reformer 
of Wittenberg. I purposely abstained from a more minute exposi¬ 
tion for the simple reason that, according to my conviction, from 
the data which are available up to the present time nothing more 
can be said about it. Concerning the last moments of his life 
(referring to the writing, Wider das Papsttum zu Rom vom Teufel 
gestiftet), I said that even Luther’s prayer consisted of curses; 

* Christ oder Antichrist, p. 243 et seq. f Ibid., p. 245 et seq. 
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Regarding Luther’s death, it only states that his soul was demanded 
of him on that night. . . . And, again returning to Luther’s 
death, Pastor Walther gives at the close of his missive a peaceful 
and extremely edifying picture of the dying Reformer as furnished 
by Luther’s partisans, Jonas and Coelius. For my part, I wish 
from the bottom of my heart that the poor man had ended a life 
racked by awful remorse with sincere repentance and had died a 
holy and godly death. But if Walther expects me to accept the 
information given by Jonas and Coelius, without further con¬ 
sideration, as the statement of a true event, and see in the impenitent 
Reformer a dying saint, I think this is, to put it mildly, asking 
rather too much. I, for my part, also possess an account of Luther’s 
decease, and one which is essentially different. According to this 
narrative, Luther—to put it shortly—had spent the evening at a 
cheerful drinking-party, and then feeling sick, was conducted to his 
room by Count Mansfield’s servants; next morning he was found 
hanging to the bedpost and dead. The true details were kept 
secret from Luther’s friends for obvious reasons, and the rumour 
was circulated that the great man died a godly and edifying death. 
For my own part, I attach no importance to this narrative. But 
what would Pastor Walther say if I expected him to accept this 
report as the only one corresponding with the truth ? Not only 
he, but his liberal colleagues also, would reject such a demand with 
righteous indignation. And yet, if Luther, in an evil moment 
through weariness of life, had given way to the promptings of suicide 
which he had himself admitted, this would, from the liberal Pro¬ 
testant point of view, by no means be regarded as so terrible. 
Suicide is quite compatible with the modern ideal of life.”* 


* P. 357 et 8eq. The Jesuit Reich maim, who has re-edited Peach’s violent book, 
remarks at this point that the untenability of the account of Luther’s suicide has 
been proved “ meanwhile.” But he quietly permits the infamous calumny to remain 
in the text. For it has the desired effect on the readers in spite of the proof, 
and this is the more certain as none of the proofs are given. It is evident from 
the following that Pesch wished to implant the belief in Luther’s Buicide in the 
historical consciousness of the Catholic people: Once when the Sub-Agent of 
the Cologne priestly seminary, Eh. Pingsmann, paid me a visit at Blyenbeck, 
I was walking in the garden with him and Pesch. The latter told us that he had 
proofs of Luther’s suicide; though not absolutely decisive, that did not matter ; 
if rightly presented, the effect on the people would still be to make them believe 
the fact. Some years later, as we observe, he did " present them rightly.” 
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This huge volume, full of slander and provocation, 
which on account of its high price could not attain 
to a wide circulation, did not suffice Pesch and the 
German Province, of which Pesch was, of course, the 
instrument. The poison of sectarian strife must pene¬ 
trate to the masses. Accordingly the Jesuit Pesch and 
the German Province of the Order originated an under¬ 
taking, existing to this day, which is systematically 
occupied in poisoning the wells and stirring up denomina¬ 
tional hatred at a low price—the Flugschriften zur Wehr 
und Lehr , published at Berlin by the Germania. 

Ever since the appearance in the year 1890 of the first 
of these pamphlets with the title Luther and Marriage , 
by Gottlieb (pseudonym for the Jesuit Pesch), thousands 
of these little “ green leaflets ” have appeared year after 
year, at 12 pfennigs (ljd.) a piece, and been scattered 
broadcast among the Catholics of Germany. Almost all 
are attuned to a note of violent and spiteful attack on 
Protestantism. The style is coarse. Here is an instance : 

“ When the chieftain of the Evangelical Alliance goes on the 
warpath it is in the eyes of his peoples an event which resounds 
throughout Europe ; the Ultramontanes are seized with panic, 
and they feel just exactly as in the past the American backswoods- 
men must have felt at the news that the Indian chieftain Two- 
Strikes or Sitting Bull was dancing the war-dance and sharpening 
his scalping-knife. . . . Doubtless these tactics have advantages 
which must not be underrated. In the first place all the geese in 
the Evangelical Alliance will stretch out their necks and break 
out in a cackle of admiration; what a hero is our Willibald (Pro¬ 
fessor Dr. Beyschlag)! His rest and recreation after the labours 
of the term and the festivities in honour of his seventieth birthday 
consist in the moral annihilation of a Roman Bishop and as an 
interlude breaking the bones of the whole Catholic Church. And 
how gracefully he does it t He plays with poor Dr. Korum like a 
cat with a mouse ! ”* 

* Die Segnungen der Reformation, ip. 66. 
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And the coarse style is matched by the contents: 

“ Every moral licence, every lapse of morality, in Catholicism 
signifies a perversion, a falling away from Catholic principles. But 
if once we accept the Protestant principle of ‘ evangelical freedom ’ 
it is only thanks to a most lucky lack of logic if the most serious 
consequences do not result in the social and moral domain. In the 
French Revolution French excitability with iron consistency 
deduced the consequences from the principles of the Reformation. 
Alas 1 for us, if German thoroughness should enter on such paths ! 
But what did the Protestants do ? They annihilated the three 
Gospel counsels. ... To the husband they said: ‘ The claims 
of passion are no more bound to give way before the sanctity of 
the marriage vow than before the vow of chastity.’ They whispered 
into the ears of all men s ‘ The animal instinct is untamable and 
unlimited, and justified in all its claims.’ . . . All moral excesses, 
which according to the reports of the societies for promoting morals 
in all our large Protestant towns are threatening the ruin of the 
German nation, are absolutely permissible according to the prin¬ 
ciple, the immediate consequences of which were described by 
Luther.* 

“ There is perhaps no other dogma to which Luther remained 
so faithful during the long period of his reforming activity as this : 
To have two or more wives is good, but it is better and more advisable 
to be content with one; this was his philosophy of life in youth 
and age, which he preached by word of mouth and in writing, at 
table and in the lecture hall, only not from the pulpit, and to which 
he never proved unfaithful even in evil days in spite of all attacks. 

. . . The only logical conclusion to be drawn from the secret 
Gospel of Luther, Bucer, Melanchthon and other Fathers of Pro* 
testantism is that every Protestant is to have as many wives as 
he pleases, either by dispensation of his consistory or eonfessor. 
If we also consider that according to the common Christian and 
Protestant doctrine men and women have the same rights and duties 
it follows that a Protestant woman too has the right to have as 
many husbands as she pleases. This would be logical, but at the 

* Leaflet No. 80, Professor Beyschlag’s Anldagen gegen den Biechof von Trier , 
pp. 1, 27. 
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same time a very bad thing. The fact cannot be altered even 
by Luther’s maxim: * Sin boldly and believe even more boldly.’ 
Another logical consequence of the dogma of universal priesthood 
and Luther’s clear pronouncements is that every Protestant can 
supply his own dispensations and spiritual counsel, so long as he 
can excuse it before his own conscience and the Bible. Thus we 
should by perfectly logical means have reached the standpoint of 
the Berlin roues and prostitutes. Now let some one say that these 
are not bad Protestants ! Is not every logical Protestant necessarily 
a bad Protestant ? ”* 

The spiteful spirit which pervades the whole of these 
Flugschriften is very clearly expressed in the confession 
openly set down in leaflet 51-52: 

“ It is useless to say that we must not offend the convictions 
of those who hold a different faith. In our view this is only a 
trick of the devil’s, mere ill-applied courtesy and consideration. 
Such reserve neither serves the cause of truth nor the true welfare 
of our Protestant brethren.”f 

PRACTICAL APPLICATION OF JESUIT MORALITY 

The many thousand Jesuit confessionals and the 
many millions of penitents who confide their souls to 
Jesuit guidance, are the field where Jesuit morality is 
practically developed. It is a domain of which, although 
I know it intimately, since I was myself at work on it, 
I can obviously not speak. I will however quote some 
historical instances. 

Le Bret, in his Maguzin, gives an extract from a book 

* Katholische und Protestantische SitUichkeit , pp. 27 el seq. 

-f P. 86. Besides the Jesuit Tillmann Peech, the originator of the whole 
undertaking, the Jesuits chiefly occupied in the composition of leaflets were, as 
long as I remained in the Order, Reichmann and von Hammerstein. As a rule 
they, like Pesch, wrote anonymously or pseudonymously. Further details about 
the Flugschriften may be found in my pamphlet Die detUschen Jesuiten der Gegen- 
wart uni der konfessionell", Friede (Berlin : A. Haack). 
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entitled Difesa del giudizio formato dalla Santa Sede 
Afostoliea: 

“When in the year 1624 the Venetian fleet conquered Scio, 
the victorious General, Antonio Zeno, gave orders that all the 
Turks should be driven out of the island. About three hundred 
renegades, whom everyone knew to be Mohammedans, because they 
had openly professed this religion, took refuge in a mosque and 
begged for mercy on the ground that they were Christians. The 
General, surprised, sent Father Carlini, a Dominican, at that time 
Vicar-General in the Levant, but now Archbishop of Napoli di 
Romania, to question them about their religion. They cried aloud 
that they were really Christians. They were for the most part 
women, who in order to be able to marry Turks, had openly adopted 
the Mohammedan religion. But having repented their fault they 
solemnly recanted before the Jesuits, and were permitted by them 
to continue openly to profess the Mohammedan religion, go to the 
mosques, and take part in Mohammedan observances, while the 
Jesuits administered the sacraments to them in secret. When 
this was reported to the General, he caused the women to be con¬ 
fronted by the Jesuits to whom they had referred, especially Father 
Lumaca, who had taken the chief part in instructing them. And, 
in fact, the Jesuits did recognise the greater part of the women 
as their penitents. These simple people were accordingly pardoned. 
But a severe reproof was administered to their instructors for not 
remembering Christ’s saying, * He who denies Me before men, 
him shall I also deny before My heavenly Father.’ I do not appeal 
to dead witnesses : the worthy prelate of Napoli di Romania, who 
transacted this matter by public command, is still alive, and can 
testify of it to any one who desires. Other witnesses, too, are the 
Archbishop of Corinth, Bernardino Cordenos, the Archbishop’s 
secretary, Antonin Gavazzi, Prior of the Monastery of SS. 
Giovanni e Paolo at Venice, the Dominican Maria Ferro and 
Angelus Bevilacqua at Venice, who all testify on oath to the 
truth of these events. 

“ When in 1606 Paul V. was at war with Venice, and the Jesuits, 
on account of their advocacy of the Pope, were driven out of Venice, 
they tried by every possible means to injure the ‘ heretical ’ Republic^ 
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They stole disguised into Venetian territory, and advised the 
women to refuse to perform their conjugal duties, and the sons 
to deny obedience to their fathers until the Republic had given 
way. At Constantinople they stirred up the Turks to war against 
Venice.”* 

Louis Sotelo, a Franciscan and Bishop, who was burnt 
at Foco in Japan, in August, 1624, on account of his 
faith, wrote in January of the same year from his prison 
at Omura a letter to Pope Urban VIII., which contains 
the bitterest reproaches against the Jesuits: 

“ Although he had been sent from Rome to Japan as Bishop, 
they had tried to hinder his mission; owing to their fault the 
Church in Japan was in a deplorable condition, because they would 
allow no other priests or members of orders but themselves to work 
there, though the thirty Jesuits could not suffice for the whole 
of the large territory. They circulated slanders about other mis¬ 
sionaries, and forbade the believers to admit them into their homes, 
although this was a season of persecution. The Jesuits did all in 
their power to destroy the effect of such testimony. It seemed 
to them best to deny the truth and genuineness of the letter, and 
they quoted the statement of a certain John Cervicos as to the 
inaccuracy o! the facts there stated, as well as of Fra Peter Baptista, 
who maintains that the signature was forged and that not only 
was it not the hand of his colleague, Fra Louis Sotelo, but did not 
even resemble it. Unfortunately, however, Dr. Cervicos and Fra 
Peter Baptista were still alive, and both protested against this 
statement attributed to them by the Jesuits. One of them proved 
n writing and swore before a notary and witnesses on October 10, 
1628, that the words put in his mouth by the Society [of JesusI 
were shameful lies, and the other revoked the doubts which he 
had at first expressed as to the signature of Fra Louis, and insisted 
that, after a more careful examination, he believed it to be genuine, 
and also believed that of the holy martyr to be authentic and 
worthy of the writer. ”f 

* From letters of Paolo Sarpi in lie Bret, Magazin, L, 427 et seq., and IIL, 642. 

t Gioberti, II Oesuita Moderno. 
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In 1759 the Jesuit Mamachi set the boys in one of the 
classes of the Jesuit College at Toulouse a composition 
on this subject: 

“ Heroes at times commit crimes which are favoured 
by fortune. A fortunate crime ceases to be a crime. A 
man whom France now designates by the shameful name 
of robber will be styled an Alexander if he is favoured by 
fortune.”* 

Anselm Feuerbach, quoting from the documents, 
reports the confession of a Catholic priest, Franz Riem- 
bauer, who on November 2, 1807, at Ober-Lauterbach, in 
Bavaria, murdered his former cook in the most cruel 
manner. She had borne him a child, and was threatening 
to denounce him: 

“ When I met the Eichstadt woman at Ratisbon [so 
Riembauer confessed in November, 1817, to the examining 
judge at Landshut] she declared her intention of never leaving 
me. . . . My honour, my position, my public credit, everything 
that was of necessity dear and sacred to me, was threatened by the 
woman’s arrival at Ober-Lauterbach. I thought to myself : What 
shall I do if she comes after all ? Then I remembered the principle 
laid down by Father Benedict Stattler [a Jesuit] in his Eihica 
Christiana , which permits the taking of another’s life if there is 
no other way of saving our own honour and good name ; for honour 
is a greater good than life, and we have the same right of defence 
against a person who threatens our honour as against a robber. 
On considering this principle, which Professor Stattler had also 
formerly expounded to us young theologians in the course of his 
instruction, I decided that it applied to my case and accepted it 
as a dictamen practicum.f I said to myself: My honour will be 

* From Reusch, Beitrage, pp. 56, 57. 

t The principle laid down by the Jesuit Stattler, which fortified the Pastor 
Riembauer in committing the murder, runs thus : “ It is permissible to avert a 
grievous disgrace by killing the unjust adversary, if no other means are available ; 
if the disgrace has already been incurred, it is not permissible to avenge it by 
murder, unless there is no other way of making him amend, while there is great 
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ruined by this wicked person if she comes to Lauterbach and carries 
out her threats; I shall be removed by the Consistory, shall forfeit 
my property, and gain an ill name throughout the diocese. Although 
even at that time I meditated on Stattler’s principle and thought 
it applicable to my case, it was then no more than an idea and I 
had not yet considered the mode of execution.”* 

Such are the ethics and morals, the toleration, 
religious equality and denominational amity taught, both 
theoretically and practically, in the course of Moral 
Theology, which the young Jesuit must attend for two 
years. 

My professors of Moral Theology were the Jesuits 
Frins (afterwards counsellor to the Centre leader Windt- 
horst) and Stentrup. Frins gave expression to his opinion 
of Protestant morality by emphatically declaring his 
conviction that every young Protestant girl was morally 
ruined by the age of fifteen. Another of his utterances 
was that he could not understand how a married couple 
could look each other in the face without blushing. 
Stentrup taught Moral Theology in the narrowest sense 
of past ages. Progress, civilisation, and the modern 
state were an abomination to him. 

The discussion of Conscience Cases which takes place 
in all the Houses of the Order once a fortnight, in the 
presence of all the Fathers and also the Superiors, gives 
an actuality to Moral Theology during the whole of a 
Jesuit’s life ; and it is intended to supply a standard for 
his duties as spiritual director. At Exaeten, the only 
house in which I was stationed for any length of time 

danger that he will renew the accusation. ... A grievous calumny may not 
as such be averted by the previous murder of the calumniator, unless it is clearly 
oreeeen that the unjust calumniator will find credence for his calumny, and there 
is also no other means of warding off the calumny and re-establishing his injured 
honour ” ( Ethica Christiana communis. III. (3), 1889-1893). 

* Aktenmdssige Darstellung merlcumrdiger Verbrechen (Giessen, 1829), II., 86 
ef seq. 
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after the end of my scholastic studies, the Conscience 
Cases were under the direction of Lehmkuhl, some of 
whose principles I have already quoted. Lehmkuhl, the 
classic authority in the domain of Moral Theology, is one 
of the most distinctive types of Jesuitism in the bad sense 
of the word that I have ever met. Not in the sense of 
being himself bad; on the contrary, he took the greatest 
pains to lead a pious and virtuous life in the Jesuit 
acceptation of these terms. But for that very reason 
the Jesuit system had taken complete possession of him; 
the revaluation of moral and ethical conceptions which it 
contains was incorporated in him. 

Another characteristic of Jesuit Moral Theology 
deserves emphasis. Lehmkuhl, the great authority on 
Moral Theology, who had a hundred solutions at hand 
for every case, and in the two volumes of his work on 
Moral Theology dissects virtue, sin and temptation anato¬ 
mically into their final components, was in his own person 
helpless in face of sin and temptation. He was literally 
devoured by scruples, and afraid at every step of offending 
God; he confessed, sometimes more than once, every 
day. At the same time he defended, with a perfectly 
calm mind, all the enormities which have been discussed 
in the domain of mental restriction. 

Nowhere is the saying of straining at a gnat and 
swallowing a camel more applicable than in the case of 
Jesuit morality. 



CHAPTER XXVI 


EXAETEN* 

The Examen rigorosum concluded my scholastic training. 
Usually this is immediately followed by the Tertiate, the 
third year of probation ( tertius annus probationis), which 
forms the outward conclusion of the ascetic training. 
I was not, however, sent direct to the Tertiate, but first 
to Exaeten as a Scriptor. 

Nine years had gone by since I entered Exaeten as a 
postulant, seven since I had left it to begin my scholas- 
ticate. 

During this time the house had undergone a complete 
transformation. The novitiate had been transferred from 
there to Blyenbeck, and the philo sophate from Blyen- 
beck to Exaeten. The German Province had also col¬ 
lected most of its writers there, and finally Exaeten had 
become the headquarters for the publication of the two 
periodicals so widely read in Germany, Stimmen aus Maria - 
Laach and Die Katholischen Missionen. 

These thoroughgoing internal changes had resulted 
in considerable external alterations: A stately college, 
with roomy corridors, libraries, and a large and splendid 

* On two occasions, apart from my novitiate, I was stationed at Exaeten: 
immediately after the conclusion of my studies, 1887-8, and after my Tertiate, 
1889-92. I shall condense the most important events of these two sojourns in 
one chapter, if only because in my lack of written notes I am unable, after the 
lapse of twenty-three years, to state exactly from memory which belonged to the 
first and which to the second sojourn. 
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chapel, had been added to the old, confined Novitiate 
House ( Domus Probationis). 

If Exaeten appeared to me new and strange, I, too, 
entered it as a newcomer and a stranger. Indeed, the 
transformation which the birthplace of my Jesuit life had 
undergone was but a weak reflection of the change that 
had taken place in me. 

Full of belief in the Catholic Church, and therefore full 
of confidence in the Jesuit Order on which she set so great a 
value, I had crossed the threshold of Exaeten nine years 
before. Not with youthful lightheartedness—it was only 
with violent and heavy struggles that I attained the reso¬ 
lution to leave the world and to serve God in poverty, 
chastity and obedience as a disciple of the Society of 
Jesus. But a firm belief in the truth of that which had 
been brought to maturity in me through the atmosphere 
of my home and the powerful example of an honoured 
father and a beloved mother, had induced me, not to silence 
my nature and my deepest individual feelings—that would 
have been impossible—but at any rate to trample them 
down, and with the sword of religious idealism in one 
hand, I had won my way to the entrance of the Order, 
hoping, with the trowel of prayer and mortification in the 
other, to erect the tower of Christian perfection which from 
my earliest childhood had been set before me, through 
centuries of traditional vision, as a shining sanctuary. 

But how had the glory of this tower faded away ! Its 
very foundations were shaken when, after the completion 
of almost a decade in the Order, I again entered the place 
where with eager, never-resting effort I had first put in 
my spade in the endeavour to build it. 

The will of the Superior had designated me as a writer 
(scriptor ). In the first place, I was to assist with the 
editing of the papers Stimmen aus Maria-Loach and Die 
Katholischen Missionen. The chief editor of these periodi- 
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cals was the Jesuit Fah, a Swiss, who also presided over 
the whole college as Vice-Rector, representing the Rector, 
Hermes, who had fallen ill, and soon afterwards died. 

That Fah became my superior in a twofold capacity 
was both fortunate and unfortunate for me. Fortunate, 
because in him I found a man who, in spite of two decades 
of Jesuit training—for Fah had entered the Order 